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PARKWAY LOCATIONS "
BlueHill River Road (Two Segments)
Segment One  (from Washington Street - Canton Road to the Canton/Milton town line)
Segment Two  (from Hillside Streat the northwestem terminus of Ponkgpoag Trail and from Ponkgpoag Trail to
west of Randolph Road)
Chickatawbut Road, Braintree/Quincy (from Unquity Road to Willard Street)

. Hillside Street, Canton/Milton (from the Cantor/Milton town line to the northeastem edge of the BlueHills
Reservation)

Uniquity Road, Milton (from Canton Road to Hillside Street)
. Wampatuck Road, Quincy (from Chickatawbut Road to Bunker Hill Road)

. Green Street, Canton (from Royall Street to State Route 138)
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DESCRIPTION

The Blue Hills Reservation Parkways are ten miles of interconnected roads that provide vehicular acocess
to the Blue Hills Reservation, the largest park in the Boston regional park sysem administered by the

Metropolitan District Commission (MDC). Comprised of five interconnected roads—Blue Hill River

Road, Chickatawbut Road, Hillsde Strest, Unquity Road, and Wampatuck Road— and Green Stredt,

which does not interconnect with the other roads and was added to the reservation in the 1940s, the Blue

Hills Reservation Parkways are primarily intema park roadsthat travel through athick second-growth

forest in Braintree, Canton, Milton, and Quincy in Norfolk County, Massachusatts  The Blue Hills

Reservation Parkways offer direct connections to two MDC  parkways. Blue Hills Parkwav and Fumece

Brook Parkway (both of which are discussad in sgparate nominations), but their main design functionis to
meke the Blue Hills Resarvation accessble to the public. For the purposes of this nomination, the Blue

Hills Reservation Parkways will be described in the following order: Unquity Road, Hillside Strest,

Chickatawbut Road, Wampatuck Road, Blue Hill River Road (consdered in two segments), and

Green Street.

The BlueHills Reservation encompasses more than 7,000 acresof woodland and open fieldsin thetowns
of Braintree, Canton, Quincy, and Mihon, and congtitutes the largest protected open goecein metropolitan
Boston. One of the first acquisitionsin the Metropolitan Park System, it contains forests, ponds, wetlands,
abog, and the BlueHills, alandform visible from as far avay as Nahant Beach Boulevard (discussed in a
Sparate nomination) north of Bogton. Thetallest of these twenty-two hills, Great Blue Hill, is 635 feet
above == level, the highest point dong the Atlantic Coad south of Maine. The reservation contains
hundreds of varieties of trees, drubs and wildflowers and is home to a greet diversity of wildlife, some
rare to Massachusatts The 125 miiles of trails include peaths for hiking, biking, horsgback riding, and
skiing. The Blue Hills have been quarried ly Native Americansfor tools and arrowheeds, and snce 185
have been the source of Quincy granite. Quarrying in the Blue Hills led to the congtruction of the nation's
first commercial railroad in 1826. (The contiguous 22-acre Quincy Quarries Reservation, purchasad by
the MDC in 1985, presarves both of these dtes) Early settlers built homesteeds and stonewalls, and the
Civilian Conservation Corps built trails, roads, towers, and other dructures in the reservation. TheBlue
Hills Reservation has more than 50 prehistoric Stes and 15 historic dructures listed in the National
Regider as pat of the Prehigtoric and Historic Resources of the Blue Hills and Neponsat River
Reservations and Sdected Adjacent Aress Nomination (NR1980), and one National Historic Landmark,
the BlueHills Meteorological Observatory, which islisted individually (NHL1980).

(continued)
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Unquity Road, Milton (BlueHills Parkway to Hillside Street)

Unquity Road (#1 on the data sheet), originaly desgned as the southem half of the BlueHills Parkway,
isa2.28-mile-long interna parkway. It begins a the southem terminus of the MDC's BlueHills Parkwav
(conddered in a sgparate nomination) on the south sde of Canton Avenue, and continues southward
through the reservation to its terminus a Hillside Stireet. Unquity Road rangesin eevation from 32 to 232
feet above s level, and follows a hilly, curvilinear path southward through a long neck of the
reservation. Along the northem half of the roadway, it followsan existing valley, paraleling amarshland
and Pine Tree Brook, awetland that flows northward through Pope's Pond in Milton to the Neponset. The

southem half of the road corridor is hillier, as the roadway gpproaches Crossman's Pines and skirtsthe
bas= of Hancock Hill.

Unquity Road is 30 feet wide, 15 feet northbound and 15 feet southbound. At its northern end, the
pavement is bituminous concrete, with vertical granite curbing. Immediately south of Canton Avenue on
the eest dde of the road is Blacksmith Road, entry to a neighborhood of early to mid-20" century two-
gory resdences on short, winding, tree-lined greets. The Blue Hills Reservation begins just south of
Blacksmith Road on the east. On the westan dde of the roadway, the reservation begins a Canton
Avenue, where an agphdt sdewak and a utility corridor (wooden poles, twelve electrical lines) follow
the roadsde south towards Ulin Rink (1954, 1966), a corrugated-block, gable-roofed MDC skating rink,

flanked by a paved parking lot immediately to the south. The utility corridor endsat the rink, the curbing,
and sidewalk at the parking lot.

South of Ulin Rink, the roadway is bordered a certain points dong both sdes of the road by a dirt
shoulder (PHOTO#1). It briefly offers views acrass the marah, before mature, second-growth woodland
dosesin on both sdes, with glacial erratic boulders and occasona sone outcrops marking the landscape.
After this point, views are primarily along the winding roadway corridor, unless otherwise indicated. The
park road hes no sdewaks or lights. Because of the narowness of this corridor, few trailheads bresk the
woods adongsde the road. SStype barriers on I-beam podts line some of the bendsin the road.

Jugt south of Unquity Road's intersection with Harland Street, Unquity pesses over the small concrete-
arched granite-faced Pine Tree Brook Culvert (#8 on the data sheet) (PHOTO#2). Inthe vee formed
south between Unquity and Harland, Fine Tree Brook has bean dammed (1936) and formsa small pond.
The brook peasses through a concrete duiceway before continuing under Unquity Road. The sze and
prominence of this 1904 "culvert bridge," extended in 1935, meke it a contributing structure for the
purposes of this nomination. There are severd other less prominent culverts throughout the reservation

(continued)



(«la) > mmxren OMB Approv.IN.. 1400S

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places

Continuation Sheet Blue nnis Reservation Parkways
Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston MPS
Braintree/Canton/Milton/Quincy (Norfolk), MA

Seionnumber 7. Pege 3

that pass under the Blue Hills Resarvation Parkways. While these culverts are not necessaxily significant
individually, they are conddered significant character-defining features that contribute to the system. For
the purposes of this nomination, these culverts will be classified as the Blue Hills Reservation Culvert
System (#9 on the data sheet).

A fence of individual wooden posts protects this bend in the road. South of this comer, adirt road leeds to
the west, an access road to the Sayre Reservation Day Camp, a Boy Scouts of America (Boston Council)
property. Beyond this point, the road becomes hillier and more curvilinear. A smal pullout provides
parking for trailheads to Hemerway Hill and Hancock Hill. The road pesses through wooded wetlands,
with drainage ditches aong the roadway corridor. The road finally passes through an intersection with the
eedem end of Chickatawbut Road before terminating & Hillside Street, just north of the State Police
barracks. Rather than meeting a a sngle point, Unquity Road, Chickatawbut Road, and Hillside Strest
meet inalarge triangular configuration, acentra circulatory hub for the reservation. Thisconfigurationis
imperceptible when driving along these roads, but from an aeria perspective (as well as on the Station
and Segment Plan that accompanies this nomination), the triangular Space gopearsadmog as avery large,
wooded miter. Thisareais 9 large that itis conddered a part of the reservation rather than as atraffic
miter for the purposesof thisnomination.

Hillside Street, Milton (Canton border to the BlueHills Reservation border in Milton)

Hillside Street (#2 on the data sheset) is a 1.65-mile-long, curvilinear, relatively flat (ranging between
172 and 217 feet in devation) parkway extending acrossthe core of the Blue Hills Reservation, from the
Canton municipal boundary to the reservation boundary inMilton. It serves as the administrative gpine of
the reservation, linking mogt of its public accommodations and historic Sructures. The parkway's wesem

terminus corresponds to the Cantor/Milton town line that o marks the esstem terminus for Blue Hill

River Road, Segment One in Canton. When traveling across the Milton/Canton town line, these roads
gopeer as one continuous parkway. Together they were the original Hillside Street, and connected

Washington Street in Canton with Randolph Avenue in Milton beforethe establishment of the BlueHills
Reservation in 1893. Ead of the BlueHills Reservation in Milton, the continuous roadway enters privete
property in Milton. Hillside Strest from the reservation boundary esst to Randolph Avenue iswithin the
boundary of the Nationa Register-listed Scott's Woods Historic District (NR1992). Because this portion
of the roadway is located outdde of the reservation, it isnot covered by this nomination.

Through nearly all of its length. Hillside Street is a bituminous concrete-paved roadway 30 feet wide,
with two 15-foot-wide travel lanes. Beginning & itswestem terminus a the Canton/Milton town line,

(continued)
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Hillside Street travels as aborder road dong the southwestem edgeof the reservation. To the north of the
road are scattered stone outcrops and dense, second-growth forest, with limited viewsto the interior of the
park. The north side of the road isundevdoped parkland and hes no sdewaks or curbing. The south Sde
of the road hes curbs of vertically placed granite blocks but no sdewaks, planting strips, or parking.
Beyond Hillside Street on the south dde of the roadway, the utilities corridor that began on Blue Hill

River Road continues, with eectrical lines on wooden poles, the poles topped with cobratheed lighting
fixtures.

To the south of Hillside Stret a its beginning, Brookwood Farm in Canton is visible, accessble by a
private road off Blue Hill River Road (and discussed below in connection with that road). Beyond
Brookwood Farm on the south dde of the road is a short grouping of houses, primarily two-story,
comprising a low-density resdential devdlopment. To the north of the road is a smdl grave-surfaced
pullout with lapped-rail wooden barriers, marking the trailheed for Wildcat Notch Peth.

After its intersection with BlueHill River Road, Segment Two, which runs southward toward Ponkapoag
Road/I-93 Exit 3, Hillside Sret fully entersthe reservation and becomes an internal parkway for the rest
of its length. Dense, second-growth forest with occasiond outcrops continues aong the northwest sde of
Hillside Street. The roadway features verticaly placed granite curbs that gradudly disgppear onthe north
dde. The prominent utilities corridor continues on the south dde, with intermittent views through the
treesto Houghton's Pond beyond.

Houghton's Pond is 24 acres in dze and up to 42 feet dep, the largest body of water dong these
parkways. Named after afamily of early settlers who farmed the areafor generations, Houghton's Pond is
a spring-fed kettlehole. Long the primary focus of public recregtion in the Blue Hills Reservation, the
highly developed area hes a supervisad swimming beech, socked fishing, picnic Sites, playgrounds, and
ball fields, as well as an impressve collection of late-19" and 20™-century park structures. One of these,
the Blue Hills Reservation Refreshment Pavilion, is individually listed on the National Regiger of
Historic Flaces (NR1980). From Hillside Street, much of this recreational complex is readily visible,
including the new visitor's center, bathhouse, and concesson gand. There is a large paved parking lot
with curbs of vertically placed granite block, and a newly desgned granite-curbed wakway sysem
welcomes visitors. From Houghton's Pond north to Chickatawbut Road, the setting is much more open,
with the forest pushed back fromthe road corridor on both Sdesfor buildings and open meadows.

Hillside Street tums northesstward at the Houghton Pond parking lot (PHOTO #3) and passes through the
reservation headquarters complex. From the parking lot north dmost to Chickatawbut Road, a wide

(continued)
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trail/bridle path (Headquarters Peth) pardlds Hillside Strest on the south and eest. The buildingsa the
park heedquarters are more a part of the roadway setting than those a Houghton's Pond (PHOTO #4),
which are more clearly oriented to the pond and the reservation than to Hillside Street. The headquarters
buildings line the north sde of the dreet, probably to take advantage of the sun; aformerly deared field
now grown to weeds paralels the south dde of the road. The buildings farthest south are now home to the
Brian T. Broderick Mounted Unit. These include the unit's office, on arise asove the road, and the MDC
Stable (1899, Stickney & Austin) (NR1980), dmost directly adjacent to the road. A four-rail vinyl replica
of awooden fence fronts the buildings.

Jugt beyond the stable, north on a short accessroad, isthe ca 1900 Blue Hills Reservation Headquarters
(NR1980), with the reservation police heedquarters a bit to the northeest and closer to the road. Just
around a bend in the road, on the north sde, isthe MDC Central Services complex, a 1937 WPA-built
fieldstone and brick complex with aflat roof

Hillside Street becomeshillier north of the heedquiarters complex, as it intersects first with the terminus of
Unquity Road and then & it aosses Chickatawbut Road in an dongated-X intersection. Pest
Chickatawbut Road, Hillside Street hes recently been rebuilt and was freshly blacktopped. Thisremainder
of the road has a very different charecter than the rest of Hillside Strest. It is very curvilinear and hilly,
with no curbs but with narrow shoulders. Trees have been dlowed to grow very cose to the road here, not
trimmed back as dsawhere (PHOTO #5). Intermittent lapped-rail wooden fencesline the roadway. At the
bottom of the hill, the road widens to alow pull-off accessto Hillside Pond. For the purposes of this
nomination. Hillside Street terminates a the eedam edge of the reservation immediately eet of Hillside
Pond. The portion of the roadway that continues eest of the resarvation is included in a sgparae
nomination for the Scott's Woods Historic District.

Chickatawbut Road, Milton, Quincy, and Braintree (Unquity Road to Willard Street)

Chickatawbut Road (#3 on the data sheet), at 3.72 miles, is the longest road in the Blue Hills
Reservation, as well as the hilliest, ranging from 100 to 361 feet in elevation, and the mog scenic. The
main ees-west road in the Blue Hills Reservation, it passesthrough dense, mature second-growth forest.
Views along Chickatawbut Road ae dmog entirely down its curvilinear corridor, except for
Chickatawbut Overlook, the mogt extensve—and impressve—view from any park road in the Blue Hills

Reservation. Although not built as one dngle road, Chickatawbut Road hes achieved a unified look and
feel.

(continued)
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Chickatawbut Road begins a Unquity Road. Chickatawbut Road is uniformly 30 feet wide, with two 15
foot-wide travel lanes, and no sdewalks or lighting. Because Chickatawbut Road is heavily traveled, the
MDC hes painted it with ayellow center double line and white edge lines. At its beginning, Chickatawbut
Road hes rolled asphdt curbs on narrow shoulders, athough these quickly become intermittent. Initsfirst
section, Chickatawbut Road pesses through a mature deciduous and evergreen forest.

Shortly after it begins, Chickatawbut Road arosses Hillside Strest and continues in a smooth, curvilinear
path, with intermittent SStype railson | beamsand wooden podts a the comers. Hillside Pond is visible
in brief, filtered viewsto the north. Shortly after Hillside Street, Chickatawbut Road climbs steadily, past
a 12-foot-high masonry retaining wall on the south dde of the road condructed of smooth-faced large
gones. Beyond the retaining wall, Chickatawbut Road pessesthrough rock outcrops on both Sdes of the
road. Varioustrailheads are indicated by informal dirt and gravel pullouts.

Ped Forest Street, a municipal road that intersects Hillside Street outside the reservation, just west of
Harland Street, Chickatawbut Roaed becomes a border road—in fact, this segment was initially named
"Border Road." The late 20™"-century devdopment to the north of the road hereis not very denseand is
well screened by woodland and unpainted picket fences.

At Randolph Avenue, the MDC hes lined the intersection with boulders to kesp cars off the turf

Randolph Avenue has the mog extensve MDC dgnage of any entry, with modem MDC dgns
announcing the Blue Hills Reservation and Chickatawbut Road. Modern metd pivoting double-rail gates
alow the MDC to dose both entries to Chickatawbut Road during inclement weether. Granite block
rumble "announcing” gtrips, a 1970s feature of the roadway, inthe lanes entering the park serveto dert
drivers to the dower goesds required on the park roads, most of which are posted for 35 miles per hour
(PHOTO#6).

Jugt beyond Randolph Avenue, on the south sde of the road, the MDC haes built a parking pad with a
lapped-rail fence just west of the locking gates to acoommodate winter parking. Also leading off this
parking lot is Braintree Pass Path, an MDC fire road. Locking metal gatesand sde SStype barriers keep
unauthorized vehicles from using thisroad.

Easward pad the Randolph Avenue entry, a cament drainage gutter lines the road to the south as it
climbs aong the flank of Chickatawbut Hill. A paved road leeds off to the south to the Chickatawbut
Outdoor Education Center, operated by the Audubon Society, which includes a decommissioned Nike
missile-launching complex.

(continued)
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Shortly beyond this road, Chickatawbut Roed pessesthrough the Chickatawbut Overlook, a spectecular
park setting built by the Civilian Conservation Corps. From this vantage point on the north flank of
Chickatawbut Hill, visitors can s all of downtown Boston and much of Boston Harbor, framed between
two wooded hillsides, without leaving their automobiles (PHOTO #7). To the south of the Overlook, a
done staircase leeds up, in saverd essy flights, through aterraced park (with goneretaining walls) to the
Chickatawbut Overlook Tower, agmcture listed individualy in the National Register (NR1980). Mature
park treesform a canopy over the turf hillside.

An omamental gone masonry wall, composad of large, evenly goacaed single boulders bound together and
topped with smaller cut sones, borders the Overlook on the north sde of Chickatawbut Road. Between
the road and the wall is an agphdt wakway pad, with a coin-operated tdescope. Wooden |apped-rail
fences augment the wall.

The roadway here contains numerous modem roadway engineering dements. Traffic caming features
include a narrowed roadway, granite-block rumble drips in the lanes entering the overlook area, and
again on both ddes of the pededrian crosswdk (here as wide as the roadway). Wooden pods and locking
single-rail pivot traffic gates allow winter acoess to the overlook from the esstem end of the park, but
alow the MDC to redtrict through traffic. Tothe eedt of the Overlook and crosswalk, the road widens out
into parking on both sdes.

Beyond the Chickatawbut Overlook, Chickatawbut Road gradually descendsto the Blue Hills Reservoir
(PHOTO #8). The roadway offersviews of the resarvoir lake before descending along the face of the
gone reservoir dam (PHOTO #9). The top of the dam is lined with black chain-link fenceto discourage
public use Boulders, SS ral bariers, and SStype rails on I-beam podts line the road on both sdesto
discourage vehicles from stopping. At the eastern end of the reservoir, north of the road, a stone-lined
drainage channd, part of the BlueHills Resarvation Culvert Sysem, leaeds north toward Pine Tree Brook.
A utility corridor bresks through the forest and climbs the dde of the dam face to the sngle-story
waterworks building. The waterworks building is serviced by an acoess road curving up the face of the
dam, with asingle-rail swinging pivot locking traffic gateto discourage public access

Eagt of the Blue Hills Resarvoir, Chickatawbut Road curves to the north to direct exiting traffic onto
Wampatuck Road, and vehicdles mugt tum off the main road to continue on Chickatawbut Road. Beyond
Wampatuck Road, Chickatawbut Road narrows and quickly descends nearly 120 feet in devation to
Granite Street/State Route 37 in Braintree, just north of its intersection with 1-93. The relatively sraight
road down offers views of Quincy neighborhoods and Fine Hill Cemetery to the north. A short access

(continued)
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road to the south, built in 1979, connects with Wood Roed in Braintree, long the corridor of the former

Purgatory Road. Beyond this comer, the road pesses over a smal sone culvert (part of the Blue Hills

Reservation Culvert Sygem) with a sonelined dream channd, presumably for a branch of Becher

Brook, before passing through the entrance gates and intersecting with Granite Street. A small miter plits
the roadway a Granite Street. Beyond Granite Stregt, the setting is a highly developed modem

businesscommercid strip, including Braintree Hill Office Park.

The Braintree entrance to the resarvation is distinguished by the Chickatawbut Road Entrance Gates
(#10 on the data sheet), completed by the Works Progress Administration in 1939 according to the
designs of Arthur Shurcliff On either Sde of the roadway, 10-foot-high masonry piers rise, anchoring a
one-foot-thick sidewall (PHOTO #10). Thewall is broken to alow the pessage of an entrance walk. The
wall resumes beyond the walk, with a st of 8-foot piers and a 3-foot sonewall. The wallsare composed
of shepedfieldstoneand cut blocks, and the piers and walls are topped with 3-inch beveled mortared caps
The wallsflare eestward a their ends, framing the entry (PHOTO #11). Immediatdly to the wes of the
Chickatawbut Road Entrance Gates, apair of modem swinging pivot gates allowsthe MDC  to dose this
entrance in inclement weather. Curbs consisting of vertically placed granite blocks line the roadway here
The Chickatawbut Road Entrance Gaes built specifically to enhance Chickatawbut Road, ae a
contributing structure in thisnomination.

Wampatuck Road, Quincy (Chickatawbut Road to Bunker Hill Lane)

Wampatuck Road (#4 on the data sheet) is a one-mile-long interna road, beginning a itsintersection
with Chickatawbut Road (PHOTO #12), winding northeastward through the reservation, and ending &
Fumace Brook Parkway (which is discussad in a separate nomination for Furnace Brook Parkwav). This
snuous 30-foot-wide roadway, with two 15-foot lanes, travels down the flank of the Blue Hillsthrough
dense second-growth forest and dongdde picturesque St Moritz Pond to the edge of the reservation,
where it connects with Fumace Brook Parkway a the southem edge of a residentia neighborhood of
amdl one- to two-story houses The devation of the roadway varies from 71 to 235 feet in elevation.

Wampatuck Road, like mog other reservaion roads, has no Sdewaks or lighting. However, it does have
a 6-foot-wide bituminous-concrete pededrian or bridle trail aong the east dde of the roadway. The
eedem Sde of the roadway aso hes curbing, with doped granite blocks, giving way to Belgian blocks as
the roadway winds northward (PHOTO #13). Asisgenerdly the casein the Blue Hills Resarvation, the

(continued)
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curbing seems a later addition to the roadway, desgned to help with eroson control on slegper grades.
Cement-lined drain channds accompany this dretch of the roadway on the west, as well as goaced
boulder barriers to discourage roaddde parking. Severd smal grave pullouts are available, however, a&
the trailheads for Rattlesnake Hill and Crags Foot Path.

Theformal entry for Wampatuck Roed isthe St. Moritz Pond area . Moritz Pond isapicturesque MDC
skating pond with a carpeting of weter lilies. SreaRink and the active recrestiona facilities on the other
dde of the pond are dmogt entirely soreened by its wooded banks An informal picnic area marks the
north edge of St. Moritz Pond. North of the pond, Wampatuck Road has a modem pivoting bar gatethat
allowsthe MDC to close the road to vehicular trafficininclement weether.

Traveling northeest toward the northeestemn border of the reservation and Furnace Brook Perkway, the
roadway intersects with Bunker Hill Lane, the MDC-managed accessroad to the Quincy Granite Railway
Site, which islisted as an individual property onthe National Register of Historic Places (NR1973).

Wampatuck Road hes traditionally ended a the edge of the Blue Hills Reservation, according to historic
MDC magps, where it becomes Fumace Brook Parkway. Fumace Brook Parkway briefly acts as a border
road to the Blue Hills Resarvation before swinging northward. Because Furnace Brook Pearkway was
disrupted by the construction of the Southeast Expressway/1-93 (1954-1959), the historic link between the
two MDC roads has been affected. For the purposss of this nomination, the northeestem terminus of
Wampatuck Road isthe north edge of its intersection with Bunker Hill Lane.

Blue Hill River Road, Segment One, Canton (Washington Street/State Route 138 to the
Canton/Milton town line)

Blue Hill River Road, Segment One (#5 on the data sheet) is a wide, two-lane undivided border
parkway that travels from its western terminus a Washington Sret*Stete Route 138 in Canton to its
eagtem terminus & the Canton/Milton town line. This .48-mile-long parkway is dso known as Blue Hill
Street. This segmet of Blue Hill River Road was originally pat of Hillsde Street before the
esablishment of the Blue Hills Resarvation in 1893. Although it is not contiguous with the sscond
ssgment of Blue Hill River Road, it connects directly with it through a short sretch of Hillside Street.

Blue Hill River Road, Segmatt One, begins a Washington Stret in Canton; west of Washington Stredt,
the road is named Roya Stret. This ssgment of Blue Hill River Road is a border road to the Blue Hills
Reservation. To the north of the road are scattered sone outcrops and dense second-growth forest,

(continued)
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limiting viewsto the interior of the park. Theroadway travels & arelatively congant eevation, between
146 feet and 190 feet ebove s level, compared to other parkways within the Blue Hills Reservation.
Although the ca. 1885 Blue Hills Meteorological Observatory (NHL1989) and the Eliot Tower (NR1980)
ae reatively close by, aiop Great Blue Hill, they are not visible from the roadway .

Blue Hill River Road, Ssgmat One, is a bituminous-concrete roadway 30 feet wide, with curbs of
verticaly placed granite block. The north sde of the road is all undeveloped parkland and has no
sdewaks. The south dde of the road hes anew cament sdewak adjacent to the roadway, which quickly
gives way to an older bituminous-concrete sdewak behind a two-foot-deep planting strip. Beyond the
ddewak is ardatively tall and thick gone wall, which plans show was in exigence a the time of the
1927 road widening project, dong with agrove of fruit and nut trees, when this comer was occupied by a
farmstead. This Sde of Blue Hill River Road, Sagmeant One, d<0 is a prominent utilities corridor, with
fire hydrants and ten drands of dectrica lines on wooden poles, the poles topped with cobra-heed
lighting fixtures.

The setting for the south sde of the road is generdly open countryside. At a bregk in the sone wall
behind the grove is Trinity Episcopa Church (shown as having replaced the farmstead on a 1954 plan),
with a large parking lot on its east Sde and three outlet driveways through the sone wall to Blue Hill
River Road, Segment One (PHOTO #13). The setting on the south sde of the road beyond the church
remains relatively open, as the road pessess Mares Field, a horse ranch with an open meadow and trotting
park, and the Meditech Corporation office complex, a low-rise, late 20™-century complex set well back
from the road. Both the ranch and the corporate offices dhare a manicured turf front lawn, lined with a
picturesque three-rail fence, avinyl replicaof post and rail.

On aprivateroad on the south Sde of BlueHill River Road, Segment One, just west of the Canton/Milton
town line, is Brookwood Farm, arecent MDC acquisition (NR1980). A loop lane servesthe farm; beyond
the farm buildings on a reer loop is an MDC Conference Center. The farmgtead itself is mostly open
meadows with scattered small groves of deciduous trees, and acomplex of farm structures.

Blue Hill River Road, Segment One, ends a the westem edge of the Cantor/Milton town line. Hillside
Street continues eedt of thistown line along the southem edge of the reservation.

Blue Hill River Road, Segment Two, Milton (Hillside Street to rotary southeast of Houghton's
Pond)

(continued)
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Blue Hill River Road, Segment Two (#6 on the data sheet), a .87-mile-long roadway, gppeers today to
be two distinct roads, dthough higtorically it was asingle road with ajog. BlueHill River Road, Segment
Two, runs south from its intersection with Hillside Strest as aborder road, then tums west and entersthe
Blue Hills Reservation as an intema road, ending in a smal rotary southeest of Houghton's Pond. This
ssgment borders Houghton's Pond to the west and south and is unified by its filtered, intermittent views
of the pond through mature second-growth fore<t.

The first half of this ssgmant is a flat, straight border road. It travels from Hillside Street southeedt to

Ponkgpoag Trail (a short sub of a road thet serves as the aocess and overpass for 1-93, Exit 3), and then

tums eed. The roadway ends a a smdl rotary near Houghton's Pond. The first half of the road, which

borders the reservation, is dightly wider than the rest of Blue Hill River Road, Segmat Two. It is
approximately 32 feet with 16-foot-wide travel lanes A utility corridor on the west Sde of the road serves
the resdences, the utility poles topped with cobra-head lights (PHOTO #14). The setting here is one- to
two-story mid- to late-20™ century resdential on the west dde of the road (and briefly on the eest, near
Hillside Street, where a couple of houses remain, surrounded by park). The road crossss over the Blue
Hill River by way of a modern culvert without dderails.

The internal road portion of Blue Hill River Road, Segment Two, is reeched by turning eest dong the

roadway a Ponkgpoag Trail. A 1947 mgp shows that prior to the insertion of the Yankee Division

Highway (1-93) and the sraightening of the road for the Ponkapoag interchange, the road curved

gradudly around the southwestern edge of Houghton's Pond. Asthe roadway enters the reservation and

travels eedt, it is flat and dightly curvy as it followsthe contours of the surrounding topography and the

shore of the nearby pond. As an intemd road. Blue Hill River Road condsts of two 15-foot-wide
bituminous-concrete lanesthat feature modern goeed bumps Severd pullouts are located dong the north

dde of the road, and lapped-rail barriers on wooden posts occur a intermittent points along both sdes of
the parkway (PHOTO #15). Midway aong the course of the road isabrick, 1960s restroom building. The
mature second-growth forest on both sdes of the road formsa pleasant canopy that defines viewsaong

the corridor.

The roadway ends in a smdl rotary around a minor sone outcrop on the southesst corner of Houghton's
Pond, between MDC picnic Stes#3 and #4. A small, modem parking lot is located a the eest dde of the
rotary. Picnic Site #3, located dose to the roadway & the rotary, festures CCC-yle fireplaces of
mortared fieldstones and modem picnic tables. South of the road are ballfields and tennis courts. Blue Hill
River Road, Segment Two, terminates a the eastem edgeof therotary.

(continued)
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Green Street (from Royal Street to Blue Hill Avenue), Milton

Green Street (#7 on the data sheet), added to the sysem in the 1940s, wes the lagt parkway to be added
to the BlueHills Resarvation Parkways. Thisroadway was built by the local government, probably in the
ealy 20™ century as a reddentia dredt. It does not directly connect with any of the other Blue Hills
Reservation Parkways, but is assodaed with the reservation because it borders its westemmost edge
Green Stret was acquired by the MDC in the 1940s a the sametime, the Little Blue Hills area of the
reservation, which borders the eestem dde of Green Street, was d 0 acquired. Although itisconddered a
border road for the purposesof this nomination, because it wes built as amunicipa residential drest, it is
bound on both sdes by late-19* and early 20*-century farms and edates, some of which are very grand,
Stuated on well-spaced, heavily wooded lots (PHOTO #16).

Green Street isahilly dreet that followsthe contours of the surrounding topography. The roadway rises
from aminimum eevation of 97 feet dbove s leve a its southem terminus & Royd Street to 235 feet in
devation a its northem terminus & Blue Hill Avenue. The roadway gently rises and falls in between
these two points. Green Street is a narrow, two-lane, 24-foot-wide, bituminous concrete-paved roadway
with no adjacent sdewaks, curbs, or parking. The setting is heavily wooded, giving the road the
appearance of an inland parkway (dlthough it is conddered a border parkway for the purposes of this
nomination). Dense underbrush grows to the edge of pavement a certain points aong the roadway
(PHOTO #17). Stone walls assodiated with adjacent houses occasionally border the parkway, but are not
conddered afeature of the parkway.

Archaeological Description

The Blue Hills Resarvation Parkways are located in an areawhere severd ancient Native American dtes
have been found and additional Stes are expected. At the Blue Hills Reservation, 50 ancient Native
American dtes have bean recorded within the reservation including 20 dtes that abut or may have
originally extended into the parkways right-of-way. Ninety Stes are located within one mile of the Blue
Hills Resarvation Parkways. Mogt of the BlueHills Reservation, its parkways, ad severd ancient Stes
in the area are dso included in the Prehigtoric and Historic Resources of the Blue Hills and Neponsat
River Reservations and Sdected Areas Multiple Resource Nomination (NR  1980). Known ancient Native
American dtes in the region indicate an unbroken sequence of Native occupation in the area from the
Paleoindian (12,000 B.P.) through historic period.
(continued)
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Environmenta characterigtics indicate a high potentia for the presence of ancient Native American dtes
aong the routes of the parkways. Many known dtes and potential Site locations are clustered around
rivers, sreams, brooks, pondsand svampsin the region. Favored ste locations include well drained,
level to moderately doping terraces, knollsand other landformswithin 1000 feet of wetlands. Exposed
ledge and rock outcrops inthe area d<o indicate the potentia for ancient Stes such as rock shdtersand
quarry dtesto be found in lesstypica locations including Seeply doped aress and locations over 1000
feet from the nearest wetlands.

In spite of the high potentia for locating ancient Native American resources in the vicinity of the Blue
Hills Resarvation Parkways, the potentia for locating significant Native resources within the parkway
boundaries established for this nominationis low. The parkways included inthis nomination encompass
a corridor that extends 10 feet from the current edge of the park roads, an areathat has been impacted by
numerous roadway congtruction and maintenance activities dnce the laie 19th century. Grading ad
paving represent the major impacts within the parkway right-of-way. Other impacts within the right-of
way include paved sdewaks, plantings, utility corridors, and drainage sysgems. These construction and
maintenance episodes would have had an adverse effect on any ancient Native American resources that
may have been located in the parkway right-of-way. Fragmented portions of archaeologicd dtes
including deeply buried artifact concentrations and truncated features may survive within theright-of-
way; however, it is doubtful NR dligible Stes survive. Known dtesthat existed within or extended into
the parkway right-of-way have bean essentidly destroyed.

The potential for locating significant historical archaeologica sites within the parkways right-of-way is
dso low. The Blue Hills Multiple Resource Area (NR 1980) cited above identifiesthe potentia for
locating 18* and 19* century homeseeds in the parkway locde. In generd, however, research is lacking
for that period and the environment of the areawas poorly suited for agricultural production. Industrial
resourcesrelated to granite quarries are present in the 19% century.

Given the same impects assodated with congtruction of the parkways described for ancient Native
American resources, the potentia for recovering intact and significant historical archaeologica resources
is dso low within the parkway right-of-way. Roadway condruction hes dso desroyed potentia
historical archaeological resourceswithin the nominated parkway area. Truncated feasturesand/or desply
buried fragments of stesmay survive but the overal integrity of these Stes has been compromised.

(end)
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Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying ttie property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
See Section 8 Continuation Sheet

9. Major Bihiingraphinal References
See Section 9 Continuation Sheet

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

Nnrfnik Cniinty, MassarhiiRstts
County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from Instructions)
Community Planning and Development
Conservation

Engineering
Entertainment/Recreation

Landscape Architecture

Transportation

Period of Significance

Significant Dates

1894-1927: Construction nf Rlufi Hills Reservation
Parkways

1929-1956: Parkways reconstructed/altered

1904, 1935: Construction and reconstruction of Pine
Tree Brook Culvert

1939: Chickatawbut Road Entrance Gates built

Significant Person
(Complete If Criterion B is marked above)

HIA
Cultural Affiliation
WA

Architect/Builder
Charles Eliot, Olmsted Brothers, Arthur Shurcliff, Civilian

Conservation Corps (CCC)

Primary location of additional data:

__ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
_ Other
Name of repository:
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SIGNIFICANCE

The Blue Hills Resarvation is significant as one of the earliet—and the single largest—of the parks
developed by the Metropolitan Park Commisson (MPC), and the Blue Hills Reservation Parkways are
significant as a st of park roads desgned for the MPC by Olmsted, Olmsted and Eliot and itsSuccessor

firm, Olmsted Brothers. The Blue Hills Resarvation Parkways are 9.98 miles of interconnecting roeds that
provide vehicular aooess to the Blue Hills Resarvetion in Braintree, Canton, Milton, and Quincy, Norfolk
County, Massechusatts A curvilinear sngleroadway sydem condgding of Blue Hill River Roed,

Chickatawbut Road, Green Stredt, Hillsde Strest, Unquity Road, and Wampatuck Road, the Blue Hill

Resrvaion Parkways are primarily intema parkways and one border park road, Green Stredt, through athick,

sscond-growth forest.

The Blue Hills Reservation Pakways possess integrity of location, design, setting, materias,
workmanship, feeling, and association. These parkways meat National Regiger CriteriaA and Cinthe
significance aress of community planning and development, conservation, engineering, entertainment and
recregtion, landscgpe architecture, and trangportation & the Sate leve and fulfill the Pakways
Registration Requirements for the assodated Intemal Road and Border Road property subtypes, under
Section F of this Multiple Property Documentation Format nomination. The period of significance for the
Blue Hills Resarvation Parkways is from 1893, and the crestion of the reservation, through 1956.

The Blue Hills Reservation (5,800 acres) and the adjoining Fowl Meadow Reservation (894 acres)
comprise nearly 40% of the total holdings of the Metropolitan Park Sysem and condtitute the largest
protected open goace within thirty-five miles of Boston. The woodland reservation contains hundreds of
different varieties of trees, srubs and wildflowersthat are home to a great diversity of wildlife, some
rare to Massachusatts. The reservation boadts twenty hilltops that range in eevation from 259 feet to the
635-foot Greet BlueHill, the highest point dong the Atlantic Coast south of Maine. 1t dso hes morethan
fifty prehistoric archaeologica dtes discovered to date, and numerous historic properties, including the
Redman Farmhouse (1795) and the Great Blue Hill Weather Observatory (1885), one of the first inthe
nation (designated aNational Historic Landmark in 1989). The Resarvation has undergone many changes
in use dnce itsacquisition, from apassve wilderness/conservation forest to amore accessblereservation,
through the devdopment of parkways, park drives, and active recreation facilities (bathing beach, ball
fields, tennis courts, golf courses and skating rinks). The Blue Hills Reservation is the hub of the
southem section of the Metropolitan Pak System; from its boundaries radiate parkway and natura

connections to the Fumace Brook, Quincy Shores, Neponst River, Fowl Meadow, and Stony Brook
Resarvations.

(continued)
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In its first report, the MPC compared the threat of development in the Blue Hills to the deveopment
dready taking place aong the rivers and beaches within the district, and urged:

Immediate action is desirable towards securing those tracts of territory for all-
timepublic use unlessgreat risk isto be incurred that, inregard to them a0,
the experience of the ocean beechesand river bagnswill repesat thamsdves The
real esdate speculator isaready making inroads uponthem. . . It nesdsbut little
time in these matters to work irreparable injury; and the observation of the
Commissioners satisfies them that the danger of such injury, sofar as both the
(Middlesex) fells and the (Blue Hills) forest are concarned, isimmediatdy
imminent.’

By early in 1893, Eliot and the MPC had surveyed 3,900 acres for acquisition , and on Decamber 12,
1893, the MPC purchasad the first 9325 acres Charles Eliot described the method used, in the fall of
1893, to determine the extent of the Blue Hills Reservation and its boundary roads:

To secure the whole range of the Blue Hills a domain five miles in length proved
necessary. . . One of us, with an assistant, personally explored the woods and thickets
which clothe the base of the Blue Hills . . . andgradually determined on the general
course which theparticular boundary in question ought to take in order tofulfill the main

purpose in mind, aswell asto make it generally practicable to build a road uponthe
boundary in thefuture.”

In 1894, the MPC congructed 115 milesof dirt roadsin the new park and projected an eventua nesd of
20 miles of roadway. Theseinitial park roads were planned for minimal public accessand fire control and
cogt about $1,406 per mile. Eliot further suggeted linking some of the existingwood peths together to
allow aocess to remote portions of the reservation, and he proposed running a buckboard service twice
daily between Readville (on the eestem edgeof Hyde Park) and West Quincy for visitors without horses.

E. G. Chamberlain's 1885 mgp of the Blue Hills showed severd roads that predated the reservation.
Randolph Avenue (now State Route 28) and BlueHill Avenue/\Washington Stregt (now State Route 138)
ae long-established roadways that crass the Blue Hills from Boston to points south and are not part of
this nomination”® One current park road dso exigted prior to the edablishment of the Blue Hills

' Report of the Metropolitan Pak Commissonas Jauary 1893 pxiv. All further quotes and dates are from
bsuat editionsof the Annua Repart or pansin the MDC plans room, unless atherwise noted.

" Chales Hliot, Charles Eliot Landscgpe Architect (1902, Fregpart, NY: Books for Libraries Rress 1971), p. 493.
' Reprintedin the 1893 report.
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Reservation: the road connecting these two established roads, itiiown today as Hillside Street in Milton
and BlueHill River Road in Canton.

Unquity Road was the first new park road built, partially along the path of the existing Harland Street that
connected Canton Avenue and Hillside Street. Eliot planned Unquity Road as the southern half of the
Blue Hills Parkway (described in a sgparate nomination). From Canton Street, Eliot ran the roadway
south along Pine Tree Brook and one of its tributaries, a route he caled Crossman's Valley "after the
solitary settler who lives there” Crossman's Pines, a the heed of the valley onthe flank of Hancock Hill,
was the northem edge of the resarvation & that time. In 1896, Eliot extended the proposed route from
Crossman's Pines over the spine of the hillsto the heed of Marigold Valey (the northem end of the valley
that includes Houghton's Pond at its southem end), a that point as a border road, where it connected with
Hillside Street. Land acquisition began in 1896. Eliot intended Unquity Road to continue the boulevard
form of the rest of the BlueHills Parkway, "to presarve certain dements of the scenery by roadson either
dde of the meadows from the Blue Hills to Canton Avenue.” In 1900, the MPC  completed the Blue Hills
Parkway as far south as Canton Strest and began preliminary work for the first 1,000 feet of Unquity
Road, from Canton Avenueto Harland Street. Unquity Road was not developed according to Eliot's plan,
dthough its path parald to the northem sactions of Harland Stret provides a glimpse of his concept.

The Olmsted Brothers prepared congtruction plans for Unquity Road in 1901-02that included Harland

Street being converted into a boundary road and Unquity Roed paralleling it across Fine Tree Brook. That

same year, between the two roadways and just south of Canton Avenue, the MPC dammed Fine Tree
Brook valley to provide a skating pond (creating the marsh that remains today a the northem entrance). In

1904, the MPC built a"culvert bridge" over Fine Tree Brook for Unquity Road, a 12-foot goan concrete
arch bridge on concrete foundations, faced withfiel dstonemasonry. No architect is mentioned, although

it was mogt likely Whedwright & Haven or another outside designer; depite incressed engineering staff,
the MPC did not design its own bridges in 1904. The completion of this bridge allowed the MPC to push
Unquity Road through to Hillside Street in 1905, allowing direct aocess to the core of the reservation from
the north for the first time. This "sngle wood road" was a compromise, not the boulevard intended:

"Although only part of the design for its ultimate completion, [this roadway] will be ample for al nesds
for many yearsto come, and will be more attractive inthe mean time because kept in its smpler form.”

Harland Street has remained a municipal dreet, and the recent removad of the northem intersection of

Harland and Unquity, with the resultant deed-ending of Harland Street from Canton Avenue south, hes
further obscured the larger design of Eliot and the Olmsted Brothers. A 1905 MPC photograph of Unquity
Road shows a graveded curving pathway in a wetland valley, dotted with occasond trees, with the
forested flanksof the BlueHills beyond.

The MPC began developing facilitiesalong Hillside Strest as early as 1895, erecting two bathhouses on

(continued)
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the shore of Hoosic Whisick Pond. Thispond is heresfter referred to as Houghton's Pond, its current name
Houghton's house was a the bend in the roed on the north benk of the pond, according to Chamberlain's map.
In 1898 the MPC officially acquired from the Town of Milton al of Hillside Street within the reservation.
By 1897, the MPC had completed acarriage road through the reservation from the foot of Great Blue Hill
to Quincy, a digance of eight miles, "the only east-west road through the reservation.” Thisprobably
included the pededrian trail currently known as Wolcott Path, pat of Hillsde Srest, and today's
Chickatawbut Road. Resarvation growth continued, and in 1898 the MPC acquired one of its largest
additions, the edate of Henry L. Fierce in Randolph and Canton, which nearly encircled Ponkgpoag Pond.
Due to favorable land prices, by 1906 the reservation had completed the acquidtions it had projected
through 1919.

Devdopment continued in the complex dong Hillside Stret and Houghton's Pond, which became the
adminigtrative core of the Blue Hills. The Houghton farmhouse was usd first as the Superintendent's
house, then as a resdence for the foreman of the laborers after the MPC built a new Superintendent's
house a the westem base of Great Blue Hill. In 1899, the MPC built a sable on Hillside Stregt to the
designs of Stickney & Austin and established a nursary on 12 acreswest of Houghton's Pond to provide
treesfor planting along the parkways. In 1900, the MPC built asscond Superintendent's house on Hillside
Street, to replace the one built only three yearsearlier & Greet Blue Hill. The annud report acknowledged
that a park the size of the BlueHills Reservation nesded a centra heedquarters

The location of the house occupied by the Superintendent, at the extreme western
end of the reservation, was inconvenient and unsatisfactory. A house to be
occupied by him has been built on Hillside Street, near the stable, workshop and
other administration buildings, and the whole group of buildings arranged as
permanent headquarters.

In 1901 the MPC repaired and partly rdocated Hillside Strest, from the southem entrance of the
reservation to the heedquarters complex.

In 1901, the Olmsted Brothers prepared a plan for a sysdem of future roads through westem sections of
the Blue Hills, partly in reponseto petitions for street railway locations through the reservation, o that
these proposdas would not interferewith future developments. Eventually, two electric railway lineswere
condtructed. In 1903, the Blue Hills Street Railway Company laid track in the reservation adjacent and
parallel to Blue Hill Avenue, Milton. Carsbegan running from Dudley Street gtation to the foot of Great
Blue Hill in Canton, bringing asudden increeseof visitorsin the autumn of 1903, Eight thousand people

(continued)
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ascended the Great BlueHill on asingle Sunday that season, and it became a once necessary to congtruct
a new path up the hill to the "place of outlook™ a the top. A second eectric railway line pushed through
the reservation to Randolph, dong Randolph Stredt, later that decade. When the Blue Hill Avenue line
dosad in 1920, park viditation plummeted. While neither of these corridors is part of this nomination,
their development did pressure the MPC  and its architects to plan to control and direct long-term growth.

Chickatawbut Road, the longest road in the Blue Hills Resarvation, devdoped in sections, following
generdly the eest-west carriage road cut through the reservation in 1897. The section eest from Randolph
Stret was called "the adminigtration road” as early as 1901. In 1904 the Olmsted Brothers developed a
second plan, for a sysem of pamanent road lines inthe eestern half of the reservation to give access to
the scenery, similar to the plan dready adopted for the western portion of the reservation.

The MPC began implementing the plan the next year. In 1905 Blue Hills Reservation laborers began

building Wampatuck Road, a short "woods road,” a the same time that the MPC was grading its
connector, the Furnace Brook Parkway, from Adams Street to the reservation boundary. They finished
Wampatuck Road as far as the dready-edablished Saw-Cut Notch Road (today a reservation fire road,

just indgdethe north border, between Wampatuck and Randolph Avenue) and continued it southwestward

through the reservation to provide a connection with Administration Road (now Chickatawbut Road). In
1906, the MPC completed Ssssamon Road, a second wood road between Randolph Street and

Administration Road. Sessamon Road and Saw-Cut Notch Road converged neer Randolph Avenue, a

what became the Pine Tree Brook entranceto the Blue Hills Reservation (named after another stretch of

the same Fine Tree Brook, which Unquity Roed and the Blue Hills Parkway cross). Today fire roadsand

park trails, neither of these roads is part of this nomination; they bear mentioning here because the

eventual completion of Chickatawbut and Wampatuck alowed the Blue Hills Resarvation to dose the
isolated Pine Tree Brook entrance.

Shortly after completing Wampatuck Road, the MPC dosed the final links in Chickatawbut Road: the
border road from Randolph Avenueto Forex Street in 1907, and the connecting road from Forest Street

to Hillside Street in 1911. In 1915, the MPC tied together the various pieces of Chickatawbut Road

(athough still not called by that name) into acoherent road for automobiletraffic. Hiring laborersthrough
the "emergency fund for the unemployed,” it draightened and widened acircuit road from the Blue Hills
Parkway, through the BlueHills Resarvation by way of Unquity, Chickatawbut, and Wampatuck roads, to
Fumace Brook Parkway. The park roads were not finished with a hard surface, but rather the broken done
wes treated with asphaltic oil. The annud report declared that this would provide a good summer roed,

dthough its susceptibility to frost meant that it was "not suited to automobile traffic during the winter

months."

(continued)
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The administrative core on Hillsde Strest continued to grow, with the condgtruction of the police
dation/superintendent’s officein 1904, and the conversion, the following year, of the old farmhouse neer
the stable for use as a dormitory for police and other employees. The MPC resurfaced Hillside Stregt in
1907. The recreational building complex & Houghton's Pond continued to expand, with a new sanitary
building in 1911 and two new bathhouses—™o replace the wooden ones—in 1914. The MPC completed
an addition to the police heedquartersin 1916-17.

The MPC built the southem ssgment of what later became Blue Hill River Road in 1913, dong the
southern boundary of the reservation from Randolph Avenue to Houghton's Pond. While this road
provided accessto the pond for the public, the MPC congructed it primarily for fighting fires, spraying
for gypsy and brown-tail moths, and removing trees infected by chesnut blight, which had first been
discovered in the Blue Hills Resarvaion in 1911. In 1921, the Director of Parks recommended
congtruction of an automobile roadway from Houghton's Pond to Braintree along the southem border of
the reservation. In 1927, the MDC began congruction of Blue Hill River Road from Hillside Strest,
Milton, to West Street, Braintree. The Canton ssgment was widened and dlightly relocated. South of
Hillside Street, the 30-foot-wide road wes planned astwo 15-foot travel lanes, with a2-foot planting strip
and 9-foot sdewalk on the southwest Sde of the road. As the road reeched and crossed Randolph Avenue,
it pessad through a boggy area and an old gravd pit. Engineer Edwin H. Rogers proposed a boulder
barrier and rubble wallsdongsde the highway to buffer the spring-fed ponds and the BlueHill River.

The construction of Blue Hill River Road completed the lagt of the magjor park roads of the Blue Hills
Reservation. A 1928 MDC mgp of the reservation designates these park roads as "automobile roads,”
with the exception of the section of Chickatawbut Road eest of Wampatuck Road (to itsthen-terminus, a
Purgatory Road), which was till dedgnated a carriage road. In 1929, the MDC rdocated, graded, ad
hard surfaced Hillside Strest eagterly from Blue Hill River Road and improved the adignment of
Administration Road (Chickatawbut Road) esgterly from Sessamon Road. In 1931, the MDC renamed
Administration Road as Chickatawbut Roed and began a major reconstruction of the roadway through
1933.

Along Wampatuck Road, in 1931, the MDC began improvements to the skating pond a Belcher Brook
(St. Moritz Pond). Across the pond, onthe west sde of Willard Street in Quincy, the MDC erected a new
recregtion building and skating shelter with a concesson a the skating pond. This areabecamethe Ste of
the popular S. Moritz Winter Camival; in 1935, the annud event attracted nearly 35,000 people to
exhibitions of ice racing, "fancy" skating, skiing, and tobogganing. The success of the &. Moritz
improvements must have been a catdys for the improvement of other park gateways that the MDC
undertook in the 1930s In 1938, the MDC further enhanced the Wampatuck Road entrance by
rebuilding—and partially rdocating—"\the grave roadway from Fumace Brook Parkway to Chickatawbut
Road, usng WPA workers.
(continued)
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In June of 1933, the Nationad Pak Service edtablished a Civilian Consarvation Corps (CCC) camp
(dedgnated #3P-1) in the Blue Hills Reservation, neer Randolph Avenue a the former Fine Tree Brook
Entrance. A crew that varied from 145 to 212 enlisted men, all veterans, was placed under the direction of
Army officers, with a civilian supervisor ad eight foremen. They began work on the reservation and
surrounding parks, and had accomplished a great ded within a sx-month period:

Up to the end of theyear 13 miles of telephone police signal lines had been repaired and
put in order, 3 miles of roadside cleared of brush andfallen treesfor fire protection, over
400 acres offorest cleared and improved, about 5 miles of service roads, bridle paths
and fire breaks, and over 2 miles offoot paths built; some seven acres had been cleared
and improved aspicnic grounds with stonefireplaces and tables; over 1,300 acres have
been inspected for gypsy moth control and some 61,000 nests creosoted; and several new
parking areas have been developed and old areas improved.

In 1934, the CCC finished 20 acresof landscaping a the Blue Hills Reservation, principaly a park road
junctions, and began their best-known contribution to the Blue Hills Reservation, the upgrading of the
Chickatawbut Tower and Overlook. The CCC built a shdter sructure of naturad weahered stone,
measuring 44 feet by 16 feet, above the Chickatawbut parking area and began work on a 32-foot-tall
observation tower. In 1935, the veteran CCC group was transferred, but the MDC hired 23 of the men as
park supervisory employees to train a junior replacement company. The done observation tower for
Chickatawbut Overlook was completed in the fall of that year. The MDC held a dedication of the project,
atended by CCC National Director Robat Fechner and high-ranking Army and Navy officers. The
Overlook and its culminating Tower enabled Sghtssersto view the wide progpects of Massachusetts Bay,
the Harbor Idands, and the centrd Metropolitan Ares, including Boston. Apparently in answer to
criticism, the annua report sought to justify the large-scae congtruction:

The program of opening thispart of the reservation to motors and to large crowds of
pedestrians has not trespassed on theforest areas and has not marked the Blue Hill
Range with constructions which are visible at a distance. It has been possible to carry
the motor road and the parking space to an outlook point of unusual scenic importance,
and yet that outlook itself is not visiblefrom the heart of the reservation or from any
portion of the Great Range.

In 1936, the CCC camp began condruction of a done observation tower, similar to the ore a the
Chickatawbut Overlook, on Great Blue Hill. On Sgptember 28, 1937, a periodic curtailment of CCC
activities closed the camp. The annud report noted, sadly, "The company led all other First Corps Area

(continued)
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campsin generd excdlence and was flying the honor pennant as the best camp in New England when it
ceasad operations.”  In 1938, a detail of boys from the remaining CCC camp a Breskheart Resarvation
wes assigned to the Blue Hills Resarvation to complete the construction a Great Blue Hill.  The sone
observation tower was completed in that year. In 1939, they finished the adjoining shelter, the terrace,
approaches, and path layourt.

Beginning in 1934, the Blue Hills Resarvation dso recaived labor asigance from ancther New Dedl
agency, the Federd Civil Works Administration (CWA), whose workers spent deven wesks cutting and
burning brush, removing deed and diseesed trees, repairing bridle paths, painting structures and fences,
fixing drainage, and grading. In 1935, laboras supplied by the CWA's successor agancy, the Works
Progress Administration (WPA), began work in the park. Blue Hills Resarvation personnd gpplied for
federd funds for severd projects, besad on desgns by Arthur A. Shurcliff the MDC's chief landscape
architect. The first and mogt ambitious proposd, anew 16-foot-wide oneway motor road up and down Gresat
Blue Hill in Milton, with forma entry gates and a gpacious landscgped parking area, was not built.
Although the Greet Blue Hill road was not funded, Shurclif Tsentry gates were built esawhere & the
reservation.

In 1930, the MDC had acquired land in Quincy and Braintree to extend Chickatawbut Road from its
terminus on Purgatory Road to Granite Street, a mgjor thoroughfare in Braintree. In 1932, the MDC hed
prepared plans and edimatesto complete Chickatawbut Road from its junction with Wampatuck Road to
Granite Street. The MDC built the new entry road in 1935. In 1936, Shurcliff prepared a layout of the
entrance driveway usng dements from his unsuccessfiil Great Blue Hill design. In 1937, the MDC
surfaced Chickatawbut Road between Randolph Avenue and Granite Street. The MDC rebuilt
Chickatawbut as two ten-foot-wide lanes with three-foot-wide shoulders and a surface of "bituminous
penetration macadam.” The MDC added the intermittent ditches (gravel-lined gutters adjacent to the
roadway a a4:1 dope) a thistime. In 1939, the WPA undertook a project to improve and beautify the
entrance to the reservation a Chickatawbut Road and Granite Strest in Braintree, which included "tree
removal, clearing, excavation, rip-rapping of brooks, rubble wall congtruction, fence relocation, road
drainage, resurfacing of surface road, grading, loaming, seeding, and all incidental work." The mogt
obvious reminder of that work is the daborate mbble masonry wall that still brackets the entry gate

The Unquity Road entry and corridor aso received attention. In 1935, the MDC awarded a contract to
regrade, realign, widen, and resurface all of Unquity Road. The new 30-foot-wide roadway weas to be
banked or crowned for drainage, with two 15-foot-widetravel lanes and 3-foot-wide shoulders, with sde
guiters as needed. Numerous existing 12-inch drainege pipes under the roadway were to be removed or
smply abandoned, and replaced with 15-inch to 24-inch reinforced concrete culverts. Abovethe dirt

(continued)
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roadbed, the plans specified twelve inches of gravel and four inches of crushed sone, topped with a two-
inch layer of "bituminous penetration wearing surface.” The MDC dso specified a "rustic wood guard
fence" intermittently, adong the length of the roadway, usualy neer the culverts. According to the plans,
the fences were composad of two 5-inch-diameter 10-foot peded pole rails, mounted with 7/8-inch
gdvanized bolts, on 10-inch-diameter peded waterproofed posts, all the wood trested with Cabot's
Shingle Stain.

The Unquity Road plans drawn in 1935 by Benjamin Davis, Director of Park Engineering, show that the

existing 1904 culvert bridge a thejunction of Unquity Road and Harland Street was smply extended

dightly to the west, in a manner consgent with its origina design, and resurfaced. The next year, the

MPC built a smal dam on Fine Tree Brook just south of thisjunction, in an area known as the Glover

Mill Site. In 1937, throughaWPA project, the MDC rebuilt the Sdewaks and planting goece onthe Blue
Hills Parkway from Kahler Street to Unquity Road. In 1939, as ancther WA project, it developed 18

acresa Unquity Road south of Canton Avenuefor playground and skating use

Besides the gpecid attention to the gateways, congruction dso continued within the park. In 1936 the
MDC reconsgtructed Chickatawbut Roed from Unquity Road to Randolph Avenue, as well as Hillside
Street, from Chickatawbut Road 3,600 feet southwesterly. The following year, the WPA built a
fieldstone-and-brick garagewith areinforced-concrete deb roof ax sted girders and lally columns, a the
division's heedquarters on Hillside Street, as well as two basgbdl diamonds and four tennis courts in the
soorts area south of Houghton's Pond. 1n 1938, the WPA further developed this recrestiona area In
1939, the WPA funded the congtruction of a two-car garage atached to the Headquarters Building to
housethe Captain's car and police ambulance.

The BlueHill River Road of today isonly aremnant of its former extent. Around 1930, it was designated

as pat of State Route 128, a planned circumferentid arteria. In 1934, it was included in William
Cdlahan's plans for the "Circumferential Highway," athough no construction took place in this area
beforethe Second World War. In 1948, Governor Paul Dever regppointed Callahan to the highways pog,

and Callahan revived the idess as the "Y ankee Division Highway." Between 1955 and 1958, this arteria
was pushed through the southem sde of the BlueHills Resarvation, and by 1964 it had been widened. In
1973, this section of Sate Route 128 was renamed Interstate 93.

These changes, and especidly the cloverleaf interchange for Randolph Avenue, obliterated mog of the
eadem half of Blue Hill River Road, from just west of Randolph Avenueto Braintree. One smal sub of
the roadway survives in Randolph, accessble only from West Street in Braintree, now a path leading into
the cut-off southeast comer of the reservation. More recently, the MDC  closed to vehicular traffic another

(continued)
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ssgment of Blue Hill River Road, from the parking lot southeest of Houghton's Pond eesward to its
termination west of the Randolph interchange. The roadway between thesetwo bresks is now desgneted
on trail mgpsas Old State Route 128. It is not accessibleto vehicular traffic. Neither of these pathsis part
of the present nomination.

In 1942, the MDC acquired the Little BlueHills section of the BlueHills Reservation. This section of the
reservation, located entirely in Canton, is roughly bound by Blue Hill Avenue/Washington Strest (State
Route 138) to the eest. Roya Street to the south, and Green Street to the west. There is no road to mark
the northem boundary of this section of the reservation. Green Street, a pre-established, municipally
owned residential road, was a0 acquired & thistime by the MDC (MDC Taking No. 959). Although it
is bound to the east and west by resdences Green Strest sarves as aborder road for the Little Blue Hills
Section of the BlueHills Reservation.

In the 1950s, the MDC beagan building skating rink buildings neer the dte of existing skating ponds,
including two near the parkways in the Blue Hills Resarvation. Max Ulin Rink (1954) along Unquity
Road was the first refrigerated, roofed rink built by the MDC; it was endosed and renovated in 1966.
SheaRink (on Willard Street, across & Moritz Pond from Wampatuck Road) followed in 1962.

The Blue Hills Reservation contains a number of historic dtes, including fifteen properties listed in the
National Regiger of Historic Haoes—mod are listed within the Blue Hills Multiple Resource Area
(NR1980). The Reservation contains one National Historic Landmark, the Blue Hills Meteorological
Observatory (NHL 1989), but it is not located neer these park drives. Of those dructures that are listed
individually on the National Regider, Sx ae located near the park roads nominated here:

Canton: Brookwood Farm, Private road off Hillside Stret

Canton: Old Bam, Private road off Hillside Street

Milton: BlueHills Headquarters, Hillside Strest

Milton: BlueHills Reservation Refreshment Pavilion, Hillside Street
Milton: Metropolitan District Commisson Stable, Hillside Street
Quincy: Chickatawbut Observation Tower, Chickatawbut Road

Only the last four listed resources share borders with theseroads.  I1n addition. Hillside Sireet from the
edgeof the reservation north to Randolph Avenue isa National Regigter District known as Scott's WWoods
Historic District (NR1992). Finally, the Quincy Granite Railway dte (NR1973) isoff Bunker Hill Lane, a
cross dreet near the beginning of Wampatuck Road in Quincy.

(end)
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UTM REFERENCES

Unquity Road:

1 19 327260E 4678900N (Northem terminus - Canton Road)

2. 19 327260E 4675640N (Southern terminus - Hillside Street)

Hillside Street:

3. 19 325000E 4674820N (Westem terminus-Canton/Milton town line)
4. 19 327520E 46/5800N (Eagtern terminus-Chickatawbut Road)
Chickatawbut Road:

5. 19 327260E 4675640N (Northwestem terminus - Unquity Roed)

6. 19 332300E 4676700N (Eagern terminus - Granite Street)
Wampatuck Road:

7. 19 332520E 4678040N (Northesstemn terminus - Bunker Hill Road)
8 19 331380E 4676900N (Southwestemn terminus- Chickatawbut Road)
BlueHill River Road, Segment One:

9. 19 325020E 4674820N (Westem terminus - Canton Road)

10. 19 325780E 4674800N (Eagtem terminus-Canton/Milton town line)
BlueHill River Road, Segment Two

11. 190 326400E  4674820N (Western terminus - Hillside Street)

12 19 327760E 4674480N (Eagtem terminus)

Green Street:

13. 19 325060E 4676200N (Northeastem terminus - BlueHill Avenue)

19323780E 4674800N (Southwestern terminus - Roya Street)
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BOUNDARY DESCRffTIONAND JUSTIFICATION

The National Register boundary for the BlueHills Resarvation Parkways includes the parkways and the
land that extends back 10 feet from the current edge of the park roads. The boundary does not include
parking aress or adjacent MDC-owned parkland that is not directly related to the park road. The park
roads generdly terminate a the property lines of the current boundaries of MDC's Blue Hills
Reservation. The specifictermini for each parkway are asfollows

Unquitv Road: The northem terminus for Unquity Road corresponds to a line of convenience drawn
across the southem edge of Canton Road inMilton. The southern terminus for the roadway corresponds
to aline of convenience drawn across the northwestem edgeof Hillside Strest in Milton.

Hillside Street: The northeestem terminus for Hillside Street corresponds to aline of convenience drawn
a the eestern edge of the Blue Hills Resarvation neer Hillside Pond in Milton. The southem terminus for
the roadway corresponds to a line of convenience drawn aong the westem dde of the Cantor/ Milton
town line.

Chickatawbut Road: The eegem terminus for Chickatawbut Road corresponds to a line of convenience
drawn aong the westem edge of Willard Strest in Braintree and includesthe MDC formal entry gate The
westem terminus for the roadway corresponds to a line of convenience drawn across the road dong the
southesstern edge of Unquity Road. .

Wampatuck Road: The northem terminus for Wampatuck Road corresponds to a line of convenience
drawn aong the southem edge of Bunker Hill Lane & the northem edge of the Blue Hills Reservation.
The southem terminus of the roadway corregoonds to aline of convenience drawn acrossthe northeastem
edge of Chickatawbut Road.

Blue Hill River Road. Ssgmat One The eedem terminus for Blue Hill River Road, Ssgmat One
corresponds to a line of convenience drawn aong the westem dde of the Cantor/Milton town line. The
westem terminus of the roadway corregponds to a line of convenience drawn acrossthe eestem edge of
Washington Srest"State Route 133 in Canton.

Blue Hill River Road. Ssgmet Two:  The northwestem terminusfor BlueHill River Road, Ssgmet Two
corresponds to a line of convenience drawn adong the southem edge of Hillside Street.  The eedem
terminus of the roadway corregponds to a line of convenience drawn acrossthe eestern edge of the minor
rotary a the edge of the parkinglot for the Houghton's Pond Picnic Areajust west of the Milton/Quincy
town line.

(continued)
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Green Street: The northeegtlern terminus for Green Street corresponds to a line of convenience drawn
aong the western dde of the Blue Hill Avenue in Milton. The southwestem terminus of the roadway
corresponds to a line of convenience drawn across the northem edge of Roya Street in Canton.

(end)



Blue Hills Reservation Parkways
Braintree, Canton, Milton, and Quincy, Massachusetts
District Data Sheet

# NRHP Listed MHC# Name Town
#1 Unquity Road Milton
#2 Hillside Street Milton

#3

#4

#5

#6

#7

Braintree, Milton,

Chickatawbut Road .
Quincy

Wampatuck Road  Quincy

Blue Hill River Road, Canton
Segment One

Blue Hill River Road, . ,.
Milton
Segment Two

Green Street Canton and Milton

Location

Blue Hills Reservation: Internal Road
located between Canton Road and Hillside
Street in Milton.

Blue Hills Reservation:Internal Road
located in Milton between the eastern edge
of the Canton/Milton town line and the
eastern edge of the Blue Hills Reservation
near Hillside Pond.

Blue Hills Reservation: Internal Road
located between Unquity Road in Milton
and Willard Street in Braintree.

Blue Hills Reservation: Internal Road
located in Quincy between Bunker Hill Lane
and Chickatawbut Road

Blue Hills Reservation: Border and Internal
Parkway located in Canton between
Washington Street and the western edge of
the Canton Milton town line

Blue Hills Reservation: Border Road
located in Canton between Hillside Street
and the western edge of the Houghton's
Pond Picnic Area just west of the
Milton/Quincy town line

Blue Hills Reservation: Borders the Little
Blue Hills section of the Blue Hills
Reservation in Canton. Border Road
located in between Washington
Street/State Route 128 and Royal Street.

Date

1897-1933

1897-1933

1897-1933

1897-1933

1897-1933

1897-1933

1942

Status Type

C

Structure

Structure

Structure

Structure

Structure

Structure

Structure



# NRHP Listed MHC# Name

#8

#9

#10

Pine Tree Brook
Culvert

Blue Hills
Reservation Culvert
System

Chickatawbut Road
Entrance Gates

Blue Hills Reservation Parkways

Braintree, Canton, Milton, and Quincy, Massachusetts
District Data Sheet

Location Date Status Type

Town

Milton

Braintree, Milton,
Quincy and
Canton

Braintree

Blue Hills Reservation: Carries Unquity
Road over Pine Tree Brook under Unquity 1904, 1935 C
Road just south of Harland Road.

Blue Hills Reservation: Located throughout

the reservation parkway system early 20th century c

Blue Hills Reservation: Located at the
Willard Street entrance to Chickatawbut 1930s C
Road

Structure

Structure

Structure



NPS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-00IS
(S

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places
Continuation Shet pfrr'fr7'«M" N«

Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston MPS
) ) Braintree/Canton/Milton/Quincy (Norfolk), MA
Section number phato  Pege i

LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

Blue Hills Resarvetion Pakweays

Photographer: Emily Meess Date July 2002 Location of negdives PAL, Pavtudket, Rhode Idand

Unquity Road

1. View taken looking south dong Unquity Road neer its northem terminus.

2. View of the Pine Tree Brook Culvert where Unquity Road crosses the Fine Tree Brook south of its
intersection with Harland Road.

Hillside Road

3. View looking esst dong parkway from just west of Houghton's Pond. Shows parking a

Houghton's Pond.
4. View looking west dong Hillside Road in the vicinity of the BlueHills Administration

Building. Photo taken from in front of horse sable.

5. View taken looking southwest from the eestem terminus of Hillside Street neer Hillside
Pond. Phato taken looking into reservation showing tree canopy over the street.

Chickatawbut Road

6. View looking esst ong parkway from near Randolph Avenue. Shows 1970s "rumble
strips* in foreground.

7. View from scenic lookout off of Chickatawbut Road.

8 View looking northeast across reservoir from parkway. Shows pump house in disance.

9. View looking northwest dong parkway showing northern embankments of Blue Hills

Reservoir and granite block pump house.
(continued)



NPS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Apprava No. 10400S
(S-S«)

United States Department of the I nterior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places
Continuation Shedt D P rAAf T AN % AN

Metropolitan Park Sysem of Greater Boston MPS
Braintree/Canton/Milton/Quincy (Norfolk), MA
Section number photo  Pge 2
10. View looking east dong Chickatawbut Road toward gates a Granite Street.

11. View looking & gates & the Granite Stret entrance of Chickatawbut Road and
the Blue Hills Resarvation, as seen looking west from Granite Street.

Wampatuck Road

12 View looking north aong parkway north of its intersection with Chickatawbut Road.

12A.  View looking north along Wampatuck Road west of S. Moritz Pond.
BlueHill River Road, Segment One
13 View of Blue Hill River Road as ssen facing eest from near Canton Road.

BlueHill River Road, Segment Two

14, View facing south aong north-south portion of Blue Hill River Road north of
Ponkgpoag Trail. Shows houses to west and reservation to eedt.

15, View looking eedt dong Blue Hill River Road west of Houghton's Pond.  Shows
roadway as internal parkway.

Green Stret

16.  View looking southwest dong Green Street neer its northem terminus. Shows
residential character of setting.

17. View looking northeast along Green Streetjust north of Royal! Street.

(end)
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The Commonwealth of Massachusstts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

June 24, 2003

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please find the following nomination:
Blue Hills Resarvation Parkways, Braintree/Canton/Miltor/Quincy (Norfolk), MA
Metropolitan Park Sygem of Gregter Bogton (Parkways) MPS
The nomination was voted dligible by the Siate Review Board and been sgned by the State
Historic Preservation Officer. The ownersof the property were notified of pending State Review
Board consideration 60 to 120 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to
comment.
We request expedited review of this nomination.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state maus/sec/mhc



