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~ The Lower Fox Creek School sits on a hlll along51de K—l77 about
three miles north of Strong City. From that location it commands a
view of some of the lush pasture and winding streams of the famed
~9grazing lands of the Flint Hills. The school is one-half mile north. -
- of the Spring Hill Ranch House, a Natlonal Register property, and '
is on the same ranch. . S

The rectangular one-room- llmestone bulldlng measures 24 feet
wide and 30 feet long. Limestone blocks. on. the front. _are of a
uniform helght while those of the other 31des are. varled The stones
have a rough face except for those used as quoins at the bulldlng

- corners:and at the door and w1ndow openings. The quoins have a pecked
flnish.

Both the north and south sides have three rectangular window
épenlngs. Sills and shaped lintels of smooth cut stone are placed at
each bpening. The eastffront has three semicircular arched openings,

a window in the center and a door on either side. Three-piece smooth
stone lintels with a protruding keystone are placed over each. There
are no openings in the west end. ;

A dominant feature of the east facade is the circular date stone,

measuring more than three feet across and«bearlng the date "May, 1882,"

which is placed in the gable. A four-piece smooth cut stone bankle
surrounds the 01rcular stone.

The simple gable roof has recently been covered with red cedar ‘
shingles. A belfrey, said to be 11kev/he original one, was placed
near the east end of the roof in 1972%" The exterior is now said to
look much like it did originally.

The: interior walls axe plastered -and painted., -The woodwork iis
cypress with pine flooring. Furnishings have been placed in the
building, some which were used at one time in that’ school and others
which are of the same vintage. The building is used for occasional
meetings by the individual garden clubs which have a551sted in its
restoration. .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lower Fox Creek School, according to the circular date stone
in the east gable, was completed in‘May,’1882, The pepple who lived
along Lower Fox creek decided in 1878-1879 to form their own school
district.. It was one of the earlier districts in the county, district
number 14 of an eventual 66. The'srte for theeschool house was given
to the district in 1878 by rancher’ Steve F. Jones with the stlpulatlon
that the deed would revert when the place was no longer used as a
schobl ‘The - deed was not recorded until June 14, 1882, after the
bu1ld1ng had been completed.

Stone for the school came from the Barney Lantry quarrles near

ong City. The stones were cut and the bulldlng erected by David
Rettlger, a well-known early stonemason of the area. (Rettiger
worked on the Chase County Courthouse in nearby Cottonwood Falls and -
built the Spring Hill Ranch House one-half mile south of the school.-
‘Both of these structures were previously llsted on. the. Natlonal
Reglster ) ‘

The first scho;l,term in the new bulldlng began on September 1,
1884, with Dora Pee¥ as the teacher. ' County records llSt the teachers
from 1884 to. 1930 and their salaries, which. ranged from $35 to $90 a
month. In the early years the average enrollment was about 19. In

'~ the years prlor to the school's: closing in 193/’the flgure had dropped
to three of four. After 1930 students who lived iin the dlstrlct were.
sent to other districts and tul'lon paid. | In: 1946-1947 the district
was disbanded and. the school house and grounds reverted to the
adjoining ranch. Later a tornado or w1ndstorm destroyed the original
roof, a tin replacement was 1nstalled, and the bulldlng was used to
store hay.

In 1968 the 14 Garden Clubs in the Mld-East dlstrlct of Kansas
selected this school as their spec1al pr03ect. After the Davis-
NolandeMerrlll Grain Co., owner of the ranch, ‘gave its permission,
money was raised and donations secured of both labor and materials
to renovate the building. Their goal is to preserve‘the building and
to restore its setting as it was in 1882 as much as possible.

Lower Fox Creek School is a typlcal nineteenth century Kansas
rural stone school, set apart perhaps by the obvious quality of the
stonemason who built it and by the fact of its restoration. The
school is significant to the .people of the area for its role in their
educational heritage. And to the members of the sponsoring Garden
Clubs and many other people it has become a symbol of the past with
which they can 1dent1fy
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"Garden Clubs Are Restoring Old School in Chase County,“ Emporia Gazette,
April 4, 1972.

"Gardeners Saving School," Wichita Eagle, May 25, 1972.

"History of Schools of Chase County," Chase County Historical Sketches,

IIT (Cottonwood Falls, Kan., Chase County Historical Society,

The Official State Atlas of Kansas (Phlladelphla, L. H. Everts and Co.,
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