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NATI OW. RE3 STER (R TER A STATENENT (1f  appl i cabl e) A u .
"he Wachusett Aqueduct Linear District consists of*velve mles of aqueduct punctuated by bridges
md chanbers along its length. | tissignificant as the first aqueduct built under theauspices

)f the Metropolitan WAter Board t oincrease the supply of fresh water for the metropolitan area.

t also possesses distinctive features of design and construction typical of the water systemas

-t evolved between 1845-1926. The district possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
laterials, workmanship, feeling and associations, and meets criteria A and C of the NRP.

"he boundariesare drawn i nred on the attached three maps entitled "Plan and Profile, Wchusett
.queduct Land" drawn at a scale of 600' tol". The boundaries enconpass the aqueduct structure and
.ts associated chanbers and bridges, as it travels from Wachusett Reservoir on the westto

".udoury Reservoir on the east.

ARCHITECTURAL SGNIFICANCE ~ Describe important architectural features and evaluate in tams of
other areas within the community.

"he V.'achusett Aqueduct Linear District extends fromthe Wachusett Dam (Area G i n Clinton south-
iasterly t oSudbury Reservoir i n Southborough. This linear district consists of an aqueduct that
s conposed of twomles of tunnel, seven mles of masonry conduit, andthree mles of open channel.
Jong this length, aresited four chanbers, one aqueduct bridge, si xvehicular bridges, and three
small danms. The covered portions of the aqueduct (8-1) average about eleven feet wide andten fset
ligh. For about half its length, the tunnel section i sunlined, the remainder being lined with
oncrete facing, with three tosixrings of brick. The masonry portion of the.aqueduct consists

) concrete and brick, with a horseshoe-shaped section or profile. The bottomand siewalls of

;he conduit are of natural cenent concrete, lined with one or nmore rings of brick. The arch

i,self i sof Portland cement concrete.

Jther elements include Shaft 4 Chanber (8-2) i nBerlin, built over one of four sliafts sunk during
“te original excavation. The chanber i scircular i nplan and about ten feet i n diameter, with

;an Ronan brick exterior walls set on a single course of granite. The conical roof is covered

dth asphalt shingles and has wood eaves and scrolled projecting rafter ends. The single opening
.ontains a steel door, welded shut.

qeo)))
HSTARCL. SANHCMNE Explain historical Inportance of area and howthe area relates tothe
devel opnent of other areas of the conmunity.

The Wachusett Aqueduct Linear District, along with the related Wachusett DamHistoric District e
(Area G, represents the third stage i nthe evolution of the metropolitan Boston water supply
pystem (1895-1926; please refer t oOverview, Section 8, pp. 2 and 7-9 for additional information).
This phase expanded the system northwestwardfrom the Sudbury Reservoir t othe Nashua Riveri n
Clinton. It was the first project of the Metropolitan Water Board, created by the state legis-
lature i n 1895. The Board's first major task was completion of the Sudbury Reservoir, originally
begun by the City of Boston i n 1893, and construction of the Wachusett Aqueduct (1896-98) t o
bring pure water from the Nashua River t osupplenent the supply from the various reservoirs of

the Sudbury watershed. Vith completion of the WAShusett Reservoir (see Area G i n1906-07, t he
Wachusett Aqueduct conveyed water southeast from a supply that was the Boston area's principal
source until conpletion of Quabbin Reservoir inthe 1940s. V/ achusett Aqueduct was renoved from
service when it was bypassed by the Wachusett-Marl boro Tunnel i nthe m d-i 960s. The Hul t man
Aqueduct Headhouse and Circul ar Damwhi ch cross the Wachusett Aqueduct i nthe town's of Southboro
and Marlboro, were part of this post-1940 effort t oput all water carrying elements of tie systeiTi
underground t oprevent polution i nthe heavily devel oped eastern portion of the state (see Sec8-
PP 11-12).

Designs for the Wachusett Aqueduct were generated i nthe office of the Metropolitan Water Board's
Chi ef Engi neer, Frederic Pl Stearns, with contributions from Ruben Shirreffs of the Board's Dam
and Aqueduct section, particularly for the Assebet River Bridge. The project was built under a
nunber of different contractors: Mouulton & O Mlley of Boston for the open channel and associ ated
bridges and dans; Jones, Pollard & Co. of Baltimore for the Assebet River Bridge, and the closed

Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES AVWAN

.'etropolitan Vater Board, Annual Reports 1896, 1897,. 1898

.eport cf the Massachusetts State Board of Health upon a Metropolitan Water Supply.
Boston, Wight & Potter. 1895.
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