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The Winooski Falls Mill District covers approximately 20.6 acres at the southern edge of
the City of Winooski, and extends across the Winooski River to include a portion of the
City of Burlington. The District contains ten structures, the focal points of which are
three large mills and their associated wheelhouses, penstocks, and raceways. Nearly all
the structures are of brick and stone construction, and span the period 1837-1912. The
structures and power canals are in a variety of conditions, from good to ruins,

The structures in the District are as follows:
1. Chase Cotton Mill, 1892.

The only building in the District located in the City of Burlington, the Chase Mill was
constructed at the upper falls by the Burlington Cotton Mill Company. It is a massive
brick structure, 33 bays long, rising three stories on the west end but only two on the
east because of a large rock outcropping. The windows are very tall, much larger than
is found in residential use, to light the work areas and are set in segmentally-arched
surrounds. Water to power the machinery entered through two head gates connected to the
upper dam. One gate opens into a small sluiceway and directly behind the gate is a hori-
zontally placed wheel. The gearing mechanism to change the direction of the power pro-
duced and transferred it to machinery inside the mill is still intact. The other gate
controls water entering an open iron flume which leads to the remains of a large wheel-
house from an earlier mill on the site.

2. Champlain Mill, 1912.

Constructed of brick above a battered concrete foundation, it rises five stories above
the river. The main section is 28 bays (280 feet) on the river facade, and eight bays
(100 feet) on the side facades. A slightly smaller one-story clerestory rests on the
nearly flat roof. At the west end of the mill a small square tower rises two stories
above the main mass, and its flat roof and corbelled corner brackets impart an Italianate
sense to the building, Windows in the main block are very large and set within segmental
arches. Each window is centrally divided by a heavy mullion and each has a transom bar
approximately one-third of the distance from the top. Each window thus contains a total
of 42 panes. Basement windows on the river facade are shortened due to the foundation,
and consist of only the 12 panes above the transom bar.

The building has a hint of a cornice, created by corbelling out four courses, so that the
arches of the top story windows are in deeper reveals than those below.

At the northeast corner of the building is a rectangular tower, one story taller than

the main mass. It contains the most elaborate decorative elements of the building which
is still minimal. All ornament is structural rather than applied, and is all done by cor-
belling. Corner pilasters project slightly, creating visual buttresses, and their cor-
belled capitals support a plain corbelled entablature. The wooden eaves project to rein-
force the Italianate sense of the main block.

3 and 4. Intrusions.
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5. The commercial block at 22 Lower Main Street was built c. 1845. A 2-1/2 story,
three-bay Greek Revival commercial structure, it was constructed of brick with a gable
end fronting on Main Street. Around 1890, another story was added, and the gable front
was replaced with simple corbelled brick bands. The original storefront was removed
and three new ones added at that time. The building has been painted several colors

- since its construction.

6. The residence at 22 West Canal Street is a simple, three-bay, 2-1/2 story workman's
cottage. Constructed in the 1850's, the frame building was originally clad in clapboards
and had a slate roof. It has undergone numerous alterations, including the changing of
window and door openings, and sheathing of the walls in asphalt shingles.

7. Colchester Millyard, standing on a large rock outcropping at a bend in the Winooski,
was built in several stages from c. 1860 to 1902. The predominant style of the buildings
is Romanesque Revival. Major portions of the complex include the Colchester Merino Mill,
which runs generally north-south; it is three stories, brick, with large rectangular 20-
pane windows under three-course segmental arches. Completed in 1880, its interior is
heavy beam construction. The building was extended to the south in 1902 by the addition
of a 150-foot long wing of similar design, spanning the existing raceway.

Attached to the west of this building is the Winooski Worsted Mill, built in 1895 and
incorporating parts of a c. 1860 mill. Generally similar in design to the Colchester
Merino Mill, it is also brick, with windows set in relieving arches. Because of the
severity of the slope upon which it is built, the basement level is heavily buttressed.
The interior wood beam construction is further strengthened by an elaborate metal tie-rod
system. The mill spans a section of the earlier canal to the Burlington Woolen Mill.

As built, the Winooski Worsted Mill was not connected to the Colchester Mill; the attach-
ment was accomplished by means of a 1902 addition.

8. Substantial portions of the water-power systems remain the most significant of which
is the wheelhouse. At the Colchester Merino Mill, water passed under the building through
a sluiceway which was a section of the earlier canal. Flow of water underneath the mill
was controlled by a set of four head gates at the bend of the Winooski River. Beneath

the mill, a pair of sluice gates controlled entry of water into two penstocks. One of
these led to the wheelhouse, which now contains a water turbine. Built to power an
earlier mill, it was enlarged when the Colchester Merino Mill was constructed. The second
penstock leads to the remains of another wheelhouse. It was built before 1880 and may
have been constructed for one of the additions to the Burlington Mill (#11).
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9. The Mill Office was built c. 1880 in the Colchester Millyard off West Canal Street.
A five-bay structure with central entrance, it is two stories on the street facade and
three bays in the rear, due to the steeply sloping site. Like the other buildings in
the yard, it is brick and utilizes simple Romanesque Revival detailing.

10. Mill Boarding House, c. 1840.

Adjacent to the Colchester Millyard, the boarding house was built to house mill workers.
It is vaguely Greek Revival in stylistic aspiration, revealed in the narrow cornice re-
turns on the gable (Weaver Street) elevation. This facade is three bays wide with a cen-
tral entrance. The two-story building is brick over a stone foundation.

The long West Canal Street facade is 18 bays long, and originally contained six row houses
each three bays wide, These included a door and two windows on the first floor and two
windows on the second. A brick parapet extends above the gabled roof at the center of the
long facade. The building has been altered for commercial use.

11. Remains of original Burlington Woolen Mill.

Built in 1837, the mill was constructed of local stone and rose five stories plus cleres-
tory and stair tower with cupola. (See enclosed copy of c. 1865 lithograph.) The mill
was powered by a large canal running under the building. Fire destroyed the building in
1961.

12, Timber dam at lower falls, built 1837.
The dam created a pond which provided power for the Burlington Woolen Mill, and later for

the Colchester Merino Mill. The dam was heavily damaged in the Flood of 1927 which devas-
tated Vermont, and it was never repaired.
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The Winooski Falls Mill District is significant for its association with the City's his-
toric role as a major textile center. The city still reflects the strong heritage of the
mills' Irish and French-Canadian workers .and the institutions they began. The Winooski
Falls Mill District also presents an important record of industrial archeology. The Dis-
trict's mill complex grew almost continuously for seventy-five years and so provides a uni-
que look at the evolution and adaptation of mill structures and their associated power sys-
tems into the rugged topography along the falls.

Winooski's early settlers were quick to take advantage of the energy available from the two
sets of falls in the Winooski River. 1In 1786, Ira Allen, one of the town's founders, built
a dam across the river at the upper falls, and constructed sawmills at each end to produce
lumber for the Quebec and British markets, Allen's mill was the first in a line of busi-
ness ventures that were attracted to the river because of the power available at the site.

In 1835, a group of Burlington businessmen organized the Burlington Mill Company and se-
cured title to all the water privileges on the Colchester (now Winooski) side of the river
in what was then known as the Village of Winooski Falls. In 1837, the Burlington Woolen
Mill (#11) and its power canal were constructed below the lower falls. During its earliest
years, the Burlington Woolen Company employed single girls similar to the system established
earlier in Lowell, Massachusetts. Housing for the factory operatives was built around a
large common which climbed the hill to the village's meeting house in a series of terraces.

In 1846, the Winooski Mill Company was organized to manufacture cotton products, and the
Winooski Mill was built on the Burlington side of the river by the upper falls. The Winoo-

ski Mill Company remained in operation until 1888, when it was reorganized as the Burlington
Cotton Mill.

On the Winooski side of the river, frequent changes in ownership of the mill complex and
wool business occurred throughout the early history of the original mill. In 1860, however,
one of the mill's owners discovered a new cleaning process which made wool production more
profitable. In the 1860's, the effects of the '"cotton famine' combined with new management
under the Burlington Woolen Company to produce a period of dramatic expansion for the mills.
New mills were built and replaced in a matter of years. Water systems, and new steam-power
systems were continuously constructed and adapted to meet expanding production needs and
the demands of the site. This rapid growth in the textile industry brought to the village
large numbers of French-Canadian and Irish workers, along with their respective cultures
and social institutions. In the 1880's and 1890's, the Colchester Merino Mill and Winooski
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Worsted Mill (#7) were built. In 1902, the American Woolen Company bought the entire
Burlington Woolen Company and expanded the mills into one of the most modern woolen
plants in the country. The Champlain Mill (#2) was constructed in 1912. By the 1920's,

the American Woolen Company at Winooski Falls was one of the state's largest employers,
and provided both economic and social focus for the village.

In 1922, the village split off from the Town of Colchester, incorporating itself as the
City of Winooski. Just five years later, disaster struck the city and the mills when a
major flood of the Winooski River destroyed the two dams and damaged the mills exten-
sively. The city never fully recovered. The American Woolen Company closed down its

Winooski operations in 1954, leaving behind the mills, wheelhouses, and canals as a tes-
tament to Winooski's textile dominance.
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The boundaries of the Winooski Falls Mill District are described as follows:

beginning at a Point A, the intersection of the north bank of the Winooski River
with the extension in a southwesterly direction of the western boundary of the
Dichter Realty property (containing the Colchester Mill, #7 on map) proceeding
generally northeast along said extension and property line, and its extension in

a northeasterly direction, to Point B, the intersection with the centerline of

West Canal Street; thence proceeding generally southeast along said centerline to
Point C, the intersection with the centerline of Mayo Street; thence proceeding
generally northeast along the latter centerline to Point D, the intersection with
the centerline of West Center Street; thence proceeding generally southeast along
the latter centerline to Point E, the intersection with centerline of Weaver Street;
thence proceeding generally southwest along the latter centerline to Point F, the
intersection with the centerline of West Canal Street; thence proceeding generally
southeast and east along the centerline of West Canal Street and East Canal Street
to Point G, the intersection of said centerline with the westernmost edge of the
driveway on the west side of the building facing north on East Canal Street in
Phase I of the Winooski Urban Renewal project; thence proceeding south along said
western edge to Point H, where said driveway turns east; thence proceeding east
along the south edge of said driveway and its extension in an easterly direction

to Point I, the intersection of said extension with a line running north and south
and passing through a point 200 feet east of the easternmost wall of the Champlain
Mill (#2); thence proceeding south along said line, crossing the Winooski River
into the City of Burlington, to Point J, the northeastern corner of the property

of Anwimo Associates, containing the Chase Cotton Mill; thence proceeding generally
south, along the eastern boundary of said property, to Point K, the southeastern
corner of said property; thence proceeding generally west, along the southern boun-
dary of said property, to Point L, the southwestern corner of said property; thence
proceeding generally northwest, along the western boundary of said property and

its extension in a northwesterly direc 'ggf to Point M, the intersection of this
extensiorn with the centerline of Baxtié% treet; thence proceeding generally west
along said centerline, and its extension in a westerly direction, to Point N, the
intersection with the Winooski-Burlington boundary; thence proceeding generally
south, southwest, north, and northwest, along said boundary to Point O, a point

on said boundary from which a line drawn to Point A (the point of beginning) inter-
sects the line from Point A to Point B at right angles to Point A; thence proceeding
generally northwest along said line to Point A, the point of beginning.
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#4  WINOOSKI FALLS MILL DISTRICT - OWNER

BURLINGTON

ML
Barttet Street

1. Chase Cotton Mill

WINOOSKI

East Canal Street -

2. Champlain Woolen Mill

Lower Main Street

3. Contemporary intrusion (4)

4. Contemporary intrusion (6-8)

5. Commercial block (22)

West Canal Street

6. Private residence (22)

7. Colchester Mill (24-28)

8. 01d Wheelhouse & Penstock

Anwimo: Associates
Mi1l Street; Burlington, Vermont 05401

Winooski Real Estate Trust
10 Kearney; Needham, Massachusetts 02192

Rodney Myers
127 West Street; Winooski, Vermont 05404

Louis Lapidou
129 Prospect Parkway; Burlington, Vermont
05401

John 0'Brien
149 Ferguson; Burlington, Vermont 05401

Ernest Le Sage
129 South Willard Street; Burlington,
Vermont 05401

Dichter Realty Corporation
11 Clements Street; Newton,
Massachusetts 02158

Green Mountain Power Company
1 Main Street, Burlington, Vermont 05401
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West Canal Street (cont.)

9. Mill Office (30) Regular Veterans Association

30 West Canal Street
Winooski, Vermont 05404

11. Remains of Burlington Woolen Mill - Edward Matte
320 Malletts Bay Avenue
Winooski, Vermont 05404

12. Remains of Timber Dam Green Mountain Power Company

One Main Street
Burlington, Vermont 05401

Weaver Street

10. Mill Boarding House Julia Melanson
24 Weaver Street
Winooski, Vermont 05404
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NAME DATE OWNER
Chase Cotton Mill 1892 Anwimo Associates
Champlain Woolen Mill 1912 Winooski Real Estate Trust
Contemporary intrusion Rodney Myers
Contemporary intrusion Louis Lapidou
Commercial block c.1850 John O'Brien
c.1880
Private residence c.1850 Ernest Le Sage
Colchester Millyard c.1860 Dichter Realty Corporation
1880
1895
1902
01d Wheelhouse & Penstocks c.1850 Green Mountain Power
1880
Mill Office c.1880 Regular Veterans Association
0 Mi1l Boarding House c.1840 Julia Melanson
1 Remnants of Burlington
Woolen Mill 1837 Edward Matte
2 Timber Dam 1837 Green Mountain Power






