HP-Z

FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 35 210
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Saem

Addr ess 144- 156 Essex Street
Nanme Bowker Place

Present use Commerci al
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number L.H Rogers, inc.
Present owner 144 Essex Street
Sal em Mass. 019/ U

3. Description:
Date c. 1830

Source Title records
Style Greek Revival

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect Unknown
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north, Exterior wall fabric Brick
Sy MW_A X NAYA

Outbuildings (describe) none

Other features6/6 sash, brownstone lintels

and sills
Altered storefronts Date 197
Moved no Date

5. Lot size; 8,499 sq. ft.
One acre or less X Over one acre
Approximate frontage 131 ft.

Approximate distance of building from street

Adjacent
6, Recorded by A. Crump/A. Van Ingen
Organization SRA/HIstoric Salem, Inc.

Date November 1979

UM Reference: 19/37510/74709260

Assessor's Number: 35-210

WM-5-77



7. Original owner (if known) W IIliam Manni ng
Original use Conmer ci al
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates Office, municipal, mlitary

8 Thenes (check as many as applicable)

Abori gi nal Conservation Recreation
Agricul tural Educati on Rel i gion
Architectural X Expl oration/ Sci ence/

The Arts settlement invention
Comer ce X I ndustry 277 Soci al /
Communi cati on Military humani tari an
Communi ty devel opnent Political Transportation

9, Historical significance(includeexplanation of themes checked above)

The Bowker Block, at 144-156 Essex Street, is a distinguished Geek Revival
comrercial buildingerected about 1830 by W I liam Manning. Manning' s bankruptcy
forced sale of the buildingin 1844 to Joel Bowker, a leading local merchant,
whose name was |ong associated with the structure. The buildingis significant
both architecturally and through itsassociation with the comrercial devel opment
of the city.

The three-story brick buildingis divided into three four-bay units, with each
party wall marked by twin chimeys. The front slope of the pitched slate roof

is also punctuated by two dornmer wi ndows on each unit. Brownstone lintels and sills
trim the six-over-sixw ndows on the upper floors; an elliptical w ndow marks

the center of the row on each story. The ground floor storefrontsare framed by
granite piers and lintels.

The Bowker Bl ock occupied a significant place in the comrercial life of the
community, as well as initsarchitectural environment. The Merchants Bank,
the Naunkeag Bank and the SalemPolice Court were anong the first tenants; later
in the 19th century, occupants included the Sal em Marine Insurance Conpany and
the Second Corps Cadets. Prominent local retailers Janmes F. Al ny, David Conrad,
and WlliamFilene allstarted their operations in this building; Almy's and
Filene's are major department stores in the Boston area today.

(Cont i nued)

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc)

Essex County Registry of Deeds
SalemHistoric District Study Commttee: Report, 1968.



I NVENTARY FORM GONTT NUATTI N SHEET Connuni ty: Foi m Nb:

MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL COMISSON Sal em 210
Office of the Secretary, Bogton

Property Nane: Bowker Place -

Indicate each item on inventory form\Aich is being continued beow.
9. Historical Significance (Continued)

In 197A, the Bowker Block was purchased by the L. H Rogers Clothing Store.

The original storefronts over time had been conpletely changed t o a conbination
of wood, glass andalumnum Wth L H Rogers' arrival, the m xand match
storefronts were replaced with granite piers andlintels to approximte the
original appearance.

The Bowker Block possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,

wor kmanshi p and associations. |t meets criteria A and Cof the National Register
of Historic Places.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



NPS Form 10-900.a
(3.82)

United States Department of the Interior ~*
National Park Service siiiaiif u«ontv

National Register off Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number Page /
|z - *N A .
A Multiple ResBuree Area dnr-11
Thematic Group

Name Downtown Salem Multiple Resource Area

State M assachusetts

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature
Attest

‘2. ‘;"Federal Sreet  District Entered in the /Keeper SYALLA--uNS AN-> -y AW

Katlonal fieMater

Attest

3. First Universalist Church MIMRNMer freper ,0iUMU'. N SycAN
Attest

SMUoL| He«lster /deeper

Attest

5. Downtown Salem District fiubstantiva BevTew ANAAAAAA PcJOlir/frli” olygd
Attest

6. Peabody, John.P. House * N N'Regt;tr 1"™Per JPMAMAY AN WA 71"9,
Attest

7. Saem Laundry Entered in the "(Mer NEUA-MAN Ay
Attest

8. Shepard Block ANprgnrjaXer f«rNP-
Attest

9. Wedey Methodist Church  Entered in the ipteeper  O("ZeM---t-"---'»["y

Ifatlcfaal Re«l«ter

Attest

10~ Crchle Sk« District NANNNGEN ffeMer (pi~nAANAANYyA

Attest
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8. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checiced

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

umT

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
awaAiasad ttQ/tt*ctmou of tMe preoarty iritftm me ssaM Mi:

nmtiort MM local

« HlaiorW "eaeofSttOA Otftcer at"natm

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272

-3504









Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000277



