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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Armory has deteriorated from neglect and vandalism. 
Extensive work will be necessary to stabilize the exterior. 
Roof repair, including gutters and cornices, replacing of 
broken windows and paint will be necessary as first steps. An 
architectural survey last year reported the building as struc- 
tually sound and worthy of restoration.

The Armory is a rectangular frame building, 62' x 90
built on a masonrY^fpundation, and is Victorian Gothic in 
design. The first two floors of the building occupy the entire 
corner lot and support an A-frame roof. The third floor runs 
across the front only and supports a turret or lookout tower at 
each end.

Details of the facade consist of the main entrance with 
double doors and is reached by a flight of masonry steps. The 
doorway is enhanced by a clear glass fanlight and an arched 
cornice above. On the second floor a short balcony extends 
over the main entrance and has a door similar in design but 
smaller. The second floor roofline has a deep cornice which 
terminates in a short cornice return on the facade. The third 
floor cornice is more elaborate with a center arch and fret 
work, A single window opens under the arch onto the flag staff 
The pointed turrets are six sided with a window in each side.

The main entrance opens into a lobby with a stairway at 
either side. Double doors lead from the lobby into the 70' 
drill hall which comprises the rest of the first floor. A 
large archway in the center of the room supports the high 
ceiling and there are balconies which run the lenghth of the 
hall.

The second floor is divided into several rooms which 
provided meeting rooms, offices and storage space for equipment 
Numerous large double-hung windows provide light and air on the 
first two floors.

Only minor alterations appear to have been made in this 
building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Historic - Built at the turn of the century to serve Monroe 
County and Key West as housing for arms and men,

Architecture - The turn of the century was an opulent period 
in KeyJ[est l s history. The census in 1 890 had found it to be 
the state's largest and wealthiest city. Although isolated 
from "the Florida mainland by sea, it was a vigorous and cos- 
mopolitan community. A majjar seaport, its cigar and sponge 
products were at the peak of their production. The Armory 
exemplifies this period in the island's architectural heritage 
and is one of the few remaining large frame buildings ,

Designed by T. F. Russell and built by John tyC Sawyer , 
the building's distinctive style was popular in Key West at 
this time. Another outstanding example of Russell's design 
was William Curry and Sons, ship chandlery which before it 
was destroyed by fire in the early 1960 l s was a famous land­ 
mark. It had been selected just a short time before by the 
Florida Board of Parks and Historic Memorials as a worthy 
site.

Military History - Since its settlement in 1822 Key West has 
been of strategic importance to the Federal Government. ' The 
British andTSpanish, during their occupation of Florida, were 
aware of its military potentialities but failed to act and it 
was not until Florida was ceded to the United States in 1821 
that steps were taken to use the island. In 1823 the Navy 
made it the base for a special anti-pirate squadron and in 
1831 the Army Post was established. The construction of a 
major fortification. Ft. Zachary Taylor, was begun in 1845 and 
since that time additional military installations have been 
added until by 1967 the military occupied 29.2% of the urban 
area of Key West.

Through the years civilian volunteers have supplemented 
the government forces. They were first called upon to serve 
in land and sea patrols in the Seminole War. Shortly after 
the Civil War began, a company of loyal citizens placed them­ 
selves under the Army commander of the island to aid in 
______________________________________ (continued) _______



Browne, Jefferson B,, "Key West, the Old and the New" 
Minute Books, County Commission, Vol. 5, St. Augustine, 1912 
Deed Books , Monroe County 
Sanborne Insurance Map of Key West, Florida, April, 1912
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The Armory
8. Significance - page 2

preventing Key West from falling into the hands of the Confederacy 
The island remained an important Union base throughout the 
conflict.

After the war the Key West Rifles were organized and they 
were followed in 1888 by the Island City Guards. In 1901, Monroe 
County purchased a lot directly opposite the entrance to the U.S. 
Army Cantonment and built the Armory. A ruling by the Florida 
Supreme Court declared that it was the state's responsibility to 
furnish armories and the cost was refunded to the county. Since 
1903 the Armory has been owned by the State of Florida.



A
 KtNQ

FISH SHO
AL LT

ffiEH

U
. S. G

O
V

E
R

N
M

E
N

T R
ESER

VATIO
N

G
orm

pfl B
ig/if 

TIDAL
N W

 C
H

A
N

N
EL 

IN
N

ER
 REAR 

R
A

N
G

E
 LTS

H
IP

 C
H

A
N

N
E

L 
E

A
R

 
R

A
N

G
E

 LT

K
E

Y
 W

E
S

T

i&
fo^

IS
L

A
N

D
U

. &
 G

O
VER

N
M

EN
T 

R
ESER

VATIO
N

S

C
 

H 
A

\A
/



Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ST " 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE F

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES c°l
M

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) — __

Z |i*:¥:¥:::|#:;S:«:»:::::::::^ 
jSfcttWiEfelWW!:*;:^^

o

kTE

lorida
JNTY

onroe
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER QATE

.$.;&. ooo*r f>l//h/
iii|;i|iil|||i|^^^i^||^^^|;lll

COMMON: The Armory
AND/OR HISTORIC: The Armory

1-
u
=>

1-

STREET AND NUM BER:

600 White Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Key West
STATE: CODE COUNTY:

Florida 12 Monroe
z

UJ

m

SOURCE:

U.S. Geological Survey Key West, Florida, q

CODE

087
S:S5S^JS:SiiS:¥v5i:fiiwS5S:S5^^SSi^^S^^is^^5¥:S^:>^:

,,;-;VT7[;r/ x̂
SCALE: 7 1/2 min series - 1:24,000 /.^ ^ :v V>^
DATE: 1943 l*2f - '^/>\a. '

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS **• /// \ O^ '/iy

1. Property broundaries where required. •- '/.^ cP.> 

2. North arrow. ;•' *^ v^/x ^* ' 
3. Latitude and longitude reference. / *. ^ V


