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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Francis Ellen Harper School, #111, is a Romanesque brick structure that is 
a rather simple building with an ornately detailed brick front facade. Built in a 
traditionally black neighborhood two blocks from Lafayette Square, the school is 
surrounded by mid and late 19th century rowhouses in good condition.

The two-story, three-bay wide building features a projecting entrance and a 
recessed section above with large semi-circular windows. The projecting entrance is 
defined by simple brick pilasters with stone capitals and bases and a large triple 
header brick entrance arch surmounted by a metal cornice and blind balustrade. The 
cornice is supported by corbeled brick brackets. The balustrade has stone end caps. 
The entrance doors are set into a recessed arch and are surmounted by a large multi- 
paned, semi-circular transom protected by a metal grill. Three stone steps lead to 
the doors.

The entrance is surmounted by a stone sill below three windows. The central 
window is tripartite. The second story windows are one-over-one with flat arch transoms 
surmounted by large metal blocks displaying "No. Primary School 39". Above the blocks 
are semi-circular windows with double header brick voussoirs. The central bipartite 
window is larger but proportional. Stone impost blocks defining simple pilasters 
divide the windows of the central bay. The windows and projecting entrance are set 
into a large, slightly recessed brick archway with Voussoirs of four row, header bond 
brick. The remainder of the central portion features a small basement window with 
splayed brick lintels, a stone water table, narrow one-oyer-one windows with stone 
sills and elongated stone lintels on the first story, a brick band course decorated with 
recessed header bricks, and a metal cornice capping the second story. This central 
projection ends in a shallow brick pediment with basket weave brickwork at the apex, 
a metal cornice, and brick pinnacles capped in stone.

The flanking building walls are punctuated by long four-over'-four windows on the 
first floor, with stone sills and elongated stone lintels. The first story is defined 
by a, marble water table and brick band course at the second story level. Wide basement 
windows (one has been bricked in) with splayed brick lintels punctuate the foundation 
walls. The second story windows are four-over-four, semi-circular in shape with stone 
sills, stone impost blocks, and double header, semi-circular brick lintels. Above a 
metal cornice is a brick parapet wall decorated with ten panels of recessed brick. The 
top five are semi-circular with header lintels. The parapet is capped by a simple metal 
cornice.

The side facades are ten bays long with four-over-four;, segmentally arched 
windows with stone sills and double header brick lintels. Brick recessed panels 
decorate the walls between the first and second stories. Both side facades have basement 
entrances. The north facade has two first story entrances, One entrance, adjacent to 
the front facade, is recessed into a segmental triple header brick archway. Double 
doors surmount three stone steps. Above the doors is a multi-paned, segmentally arched 
transom. East of the entrance is the projecting brick base of a metal s/moke stack. The 
entrance to the rear of the north facade is housed in a projecting building appendage 
with gabled roof. The entrance, facing the front facade, surmounts seven stone steps. 
It has a flat-arched transom and elongated stone lintel. A window, identical to the 
other side windows, punctuates the side facade of the entrance.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET //I.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Francis Ellen Harper School was built in 1889 as Colored School #9. It was a 
facility for black children and staffed by black teachers. The City of Baltimore began 
providing education for blacks in 1867. The separate school systems for whites and 
blacks operated as late as the 1950 T s. The purpose of systems for whites and blacks 
was stated in the 1868 Public School Report;

It is true that education is given the white, partly that he may be 
better fitted for his public duties as a citizen, which reason is 
happily inapplicable in Maryland to the Colored race. But in so 
far as public education tends t<p diminish crime, to promote order, 
no good reason can be given why the good society will be less 
advanced by instructing the colored than the white race.

School #111 is proposed for rehabilitation into twelve housing units. The school 
contrasts sharply with surrounding residences because of its height and size. It 
stands on a corner lot with housing facing it on three sides.

The school is named after Francis Ellen Harper (1825-1911), a Baltimore born black 
poet. She attended a Free Negro School conducted by her uncle, William Watkins, while 
a child in Baltimore, By 1854 she became recognized as a great black poet with her work 
Autumn Leaves.

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Francis Ellen Harper School is significant as one of the few surviving 
schools built for black children and staffed by black teachers. The earliest schools 
for blacks were usually rented facilities or older schools which had originally been 
used by whites. It also stands as a monument to the memory of Francis Ellen Harper, a 
Baltimore born black poet. She was recognized as a great poet as early as 1854.
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(DESCRIPTION CONTINUED)

The rear of the building is defined by a projecting gable end section with a covered 
outdoor metal stairway to the second floor. Three small four-over-four, segmentally 
arched windows (two bricked in) with stone sills and double header brick lintels 
punctuate the rear building walls. An attic window of the same style and two bipartite 
two-over-two windows with similar lintels and sills are also located on the rear pro­ 
jecting gable end. Both gable ends are capped in a corbeled brick cornice with returns.

The interior of School //111 is organized around a central hallway running from the 
front to the rear with classrooms flanking the corridor. Stairways are located in the 
front and the rear adjacent to the hallway. The first room to the right of the front 
entrance appears to have been converted into an office or reception room. The interior 
features wooden floors, plaster ceilings, and paneled doors with transoms. The door and 
window surrounds have bull's eye corner blocks. The building's interior has been heavily 
vandalized.


