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NATI ONAL REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (if applicable)
The Center Depot i s a well preserved exanple of itstype and i s
associated with the railroad lives that abetted the devel opment
of Wakefield as an Industrial center during the third quarter of.
the 19th century. The building retains integrity of location,
setting, design, materials, workmanship, fe% irllg and association,

r
|
and neets Criteria Aand Cof the NRP on the local |evel.

AHTETITURL. S GN H CANCE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildings within the comunity.

This onestory, clapboard depot building c. 1870-73 i s dom nated by
its slate hip roof, which deeply overhangs the walls, offering shelter
to waiting passengers. Theroof is supported on deep braces, which
are fixed t oregu arl% spaced paneled pilasters, decorated with
scal loped trim, probably a replacement of original trim An octagonal
bay w ndow with col ored %I ass panes on the southeast elevation was

' probably used by the ticket agent, anda baggage platformat t he
sout hwest are typical>of railroad structures of the period.

HSTARCAL SGNH CANCE Explain the role cwers played inlocal or state history and how the
building relates to the devel opinent of the conmunity.

The comng of the railroad in 184*1-*15 hel ped t o change South Readi ng
from a thinly settled agricultural comunity to a fast growing
industrial center andcomuter suburb. The Center depot was |ocated
south of the junction of the Boston and Maine Branch to Salem (1850),
now abandoned, andthe Branch to Danvers (1853~'+). A depot at this
site i s not shown until the atlas of 1874, but a structure nay have
been erected here before that date.

Rail transportation was responsible for industrial diversificationand
eexpansion 1 n South Reading. The lines served by this depot were used
by the Wakefield Rattan Co., manufacturers of rattan, reed and wicker
products, which becanme the town's largest single enployer, and
producer of it snost valuable product. The conpany v/ias established i n
1856, after the lines were laid. The L.B. Evans shoe manufacturing e
firm also took advantage of the lines when i t |ocated itsfactory
nearby in 189". The increased work force required by industrial
devel opment pronoted residential expansion near the lines. Mddle

: class suburban nei ghborhoods also grew, somewhat further from the
lines, to house comuters t oBoston. Until the coming of rail
transportation, town growth was slow, but between [840 and 855t he
town doubled the figure of the twenty five previous years, and it

B Bl G3¥H and/or REFFERENES  continued to boomin the |860s and 70s.

Maps 1857, _
1874, \Wakefield Center Depot.
Eaton, Wlliam History of Wakefield. Wakefield, 1974, -
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