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The Pythian Castle, built in 1904, was designed by the firm of Tourtellotte and 
Company of Boise. It presents the appearance of a medieval castle whose interior 
reflects turn-of-the-century conceptions and business requirements. The first 
floor of this two-story 32 x 100 foot building is a store space, and the upstairs 
is the meeting hall for the Knights of Pythias.

The symmetrical cut-stone structure faces south. Two plate-glass windows 
make up the first floor, with a glass door at the eastern corner. Three cut-stone 
columns break up the first story's facade and culminate in Romanesque arches 
over the plate glass windows. A stone band separates the first and second stories. 
A large, centered window, originally stained glass but now boarded over, dominates 
the second story. It has a corbelled Tudor arch and is flanked by two double-hung 
sash windows with small stained glass transoms, also capped by Tudor arches. 
Four cylindrical pilasters extend the length of the second story. The two interior 
pilasters extend the length of the second story. The two interior pilasters are wider 
and terminate as miniature towers with flagstaffs. The entire building is surmounted 
by crenellated battlements.

Except for the boarded-over window and a first-floor awning, this structure 
remains unaltered. The richly textured sculptured stone surfaces are an out­ 
standing feature of the building.
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The Pythian Castle is an interesting and unique structure. The Weiser Signal 
described it as "the finest of its kind in the West. " That claim is not far from 
the truth, for its imaginative styling makes it a significant structure among 
American lodge halls.

The Weiser lodge of the Knights of Pythias was formed in 1897. It was preceded 
by two other fraternal organizations, the Odd Fellows and Masons. Being the newest 
fraternal order, the Knights of Pythias desired to have a meeting hall superior to 
others in the area. The resulting Pythians' lodge hall stands as a reflection of the 
tastes and aspirations of a newly emerging business class in Weiser.

The building was designed by Tourtellotte and Company, the foremost architectural 
firm in southern Idaho at the time. The cut stone for the front was supplied by 
Roberts and Sheff and quarried at Sand Hollow, near Weiser. The stone was hauled 
to town and hand cut on the site to fit. The mason work was contracted by Hamilton 
and Reader of Weiser, and the total cost of the building was $9,000.00.



Weiser Signal: August 10, 1904, Page 3, Column 2.
September 24, 1904, Page 1, Column 4.
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