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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated.on, the southeast corner of East Michigan and North Water Streets
-' V V • i

in downtown Milwaukee, the Mitchell Building is a six-story rectangular 
edifice 120 feet wide (east-west) by 80 feet deep^ The Michigan Street 
facade (north elevation) is composed in seven bays, the Water Street (west) 
elevation in five bays, both having shallow pavilions at center and corners. 

•On both street fronts first-story walls are deep gray Minnesota granite; 
second through fifth floor walls are limestone, originally gray but now 
painted beige. A mansard roof with dormers encloses the sixth story, and 
a tower, having a convex mansard, rises above the central pavilion of the 
Michigan Street front. North and west elevations are elaborately decorated 
with sculptured images—winged heads, caryatids, and the like—and a profusion] 
of architectural ornament—pilasters, colonettes, pediments, cornices, and 
sands of rustication. In all this—pavilioned elevations, mansard roofs, and 
sumptuous Renaissance-derived detail, the design reflects the influence of the 
Second Empire style ,\

Newspaper accounts of the 1870 f s give evidence that the first interiors 
equally lavish, describing at length the marble floors and wainscot, 

narble, iron, and slate staircases, ash woodwork, and frescoed walls. But 
Decause of successive remodelling projects, only traces of the original 
Interior design remain today. The basic floor plans, with principal entry on 
the north and offices on the various levels arranged north and south of 
central corridors, have survived. And so, fortunately, has the remarkable 
exterior, which has been changed in no important way and has been well main- 
:ained over the years.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mi tche 11 Building is Milwaukee's outstanding example of the Second 
Empire style and a major work of the popular local architect E^sjaE4JIflW|i^__ 

(1831-1890) . Important, too, is its association with Alexander
yiitchell (1817-1887), the celebrated Milwaukee businessman, financier, 
politician, and philanthropist for whom it was erected. When his new block 
opened in 1878, Mitchell was president of three flourishing enterprises that 
lad offices here (and that still figure importantly in the area's economy): 
the Wisconsin Marine and Fire Insurance Company Bank (predecessor of the 
present Marine National Exchange Bank), the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
lailToad, and Northwestern National Insurance Company. \Finally, the Mitchell 
Building is one of four impressive Victorian+era commercial blocks located on 
,ast Michigan Street between North Water Street and North Broadway, a quartet 
constituting the city's finest remaining group of large 19th century business 
mildings. All four have been recorded for the Historic American Buildings 
Survey, and in 1969 three of them, including the Mitchell Building, were 
lamed Milwaukee Landmarks.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Tames Morton Smith

Director, State Hlstorlr.al 
Society of Wisconsin
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