NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form n | ttki

1)
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instruction?Tni4d©W!.,f0 Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “"N/A" for "not applicable.” For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative

items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.
1. Name of Property

historic name Benjamin Harrington House

other names/site number "Fernside" Vacation House for Working Girls (preferred)

2. Location

street & number 162 Mountain Road not for publication

city ortown Princeton vicinity

sate Massechusdtts code MA county Worcester .code 027 zip code 01541

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H'nomination
» request fordetermination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60 In my opinion, the property
0'meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e nationally « statewide Hlocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

Statexjr Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is: Date of Action,
rentered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible forthe
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



"Fernside"
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private i<_ building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" If property Is not part of a multiple property listing.)

n/a

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
DOMESTIC: hotel/seasonal dwelling

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

EARLY REPUBLIC/Federal

Narrative Description

Worcester. Massechusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not Include previously listed resources inthe count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
3 0 _building
sites
structures
objects
0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: hotel/inn

Materials
(Enter categories from Instructions)

foundation STONE/granite
walls WOOD/clapboard

roof ASPHALT
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

(SEE ATTACHED CONTINUATION SHEETS)



'Fernsde’
Name of Property
8. statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" In all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.
C abirthplace orgrave.
D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.]

9. Major Bibliographical References

Worcester. Massachusdtts
County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION

SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance

1835-1952

Significant Dates

1835- original construction of house
1870- first use as summer boarding house
1890- 1™ use as vacation inn by Working Girls' Club

Significant Person

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

n/a

Cultural Affiliation

N/a

Architect/Builder

N/a

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed inthe National Register
previously determined eligible by the National
Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
_University
_ Other

Name of repository:
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PREFERRED NAME JUSTIFICATION

The property hes bean known as "Fernside”’ throughout mogt of its existence, and its primary historic significance isthat
of arura summer retreat for working girls under that name

DESCRIPTION

"Ferndgde" isacomplex of three buildings (Photo # 1): adwelling house and a playhouse thegtre of clgpboard and a
metd-sheathed garage. A dedicatory flagpole dso isincluded a the site. Plan # |, the Site Mgp and Exterior Phatogrgph
Key) shows the arangement of the Site and is keyed to the Data Sheet. Situated on a 6.73-acre lot, Ferngide is located on
the northeast Sde of Little Wachusett Mountain, about a Wi miles north of the center of Princeton, Massachusetts, and
about two miles south of Wachusett Mountain, eevation 2,006 feet. Princeton is Situated in central Worcester County
about fifty miles from Boston and about thirteen miles from Worcester.

SETTING

The housea Farndde issat on ahillside ste a aheight of 1,250 feet above s level. It dts ashort digance from
Mountain Road with its main (west) feBade facing toward the road (Photo #2). In front of it isasmall, grassy lawn with
some scattered landscape plantings. Leve and largely open, this lawn is bordered aong the road by arow of trees. Some
are samdl and recently planted, while someae mature,

Across the road from the housethe land climbs gradudly upward. Formerly vacant and part of the Fernside property,
that lot now has a house under congtruction & the top of therise.  Illustration # 3 shows Fansde as seen from this uphill
location about 1910 with the Ferndde vegetable garden in the foreground.

North of the house gands a | Vi story, clapboard, gable-front former barn, converted to a playhouse theatre (Photo # 5).
Between the playhouse and the main house is an agphdt-paved parking lot that is screened from the road by arow of
densdy-planted lilac bushes Immediatdy west of the north end of the parking lot isameta flagpole on a concrete bese
dedicated to Dr. Alice Basset. North of, and very dose to the north end of, the playhouse isa smal, one-gtory, gable-
front, metal-clad, two-car garage (circa 1920s-1930'9).

Immediately behind the main house, the land isterraced to provide aleve areaof lawvn (Photo # 4). Theterraced area
extends a short digance to the eest and north and a much greeter distance to the south, providing the complex with an
ample, and useful, private lawn. Eagtward of thetarraced areg, the land fallsoff in agentle downhill dope. This downhill
areaisopen and is subdivided by sone fences, gpparent evidence of 19" century agricultural use, possibly asanima
pagure. Further eedt, the property isendosed by woods. At the south edge of the property isapine grove.

(continued)
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Scenic views, especidly to the eest and north, can be hed from both the house and the grounds of Fernside. [llustration #
4 shows Ferndgde as seen about 1910 inrelation to Mount Wachusett to itsnorth. The reer porches of the house offer a
panoramic view to the east over woodlands and fields, to rowsof blue hills onthe far horizon (Photo # 12). Onacdear
day Bogton skyscrgpers can be ssen in the distance. Itis said that around the turn of the 20* century it wes possble to s
ships in Boston Harbor from this vantage point.

THE HOUSE

Exterior

The house @& Ferndde consds of an original Federd-gyle centra section, flanked by wings on either sde that are
compatible in design despite their mid-to-late 19" century date. Thetwo-gtory, five-bay, center-entry, center-hal, double-
pile, sde-gable main body hes interior paired chimneys. Two-story, four-bay, double-pile, Sde-gable wings extend from
either sde of the main body (Photo # 2). See Flan # 2 for the ground plan and layout of the main floor of the house
Gabled dormer windows light the attic story on the main facade, while a combination of gabled and shed dormer windows
extend acrossthe reaer face of the roof. Aswas characteridtic of the late Fedard style, eaves of the house are projecting,
but not broad. Window framesare plain and window sseh are 6/6. Mogt of the window sseh are modern replacements of
earlier 6/6 sceh. A mid-late 19" century one-gtory porch extends acrassthe main (west) faBade of the projecting main
body of the house and a0 wraps around its two ends until it butts up againg the west facades of the flanking wings
(Photos # 1, 2, 6, 8). Front porch podts consist of dim paired rectangular shaftswith jig-saw-cut volute-shaped brackets a
either dde.

One-gtory porches similar in design to the front porch extend acrossthe rear facades of the south and centra sections of
the house. The volute brackets of the porch pogs on the rear porches are the same as those on the front porch; however,
the pods onthe rear porches consst of single, square-section shafts. The syleof both the front and rear porches suggests
that they were added during the mid-to-late 19" century, probably a the same time the wings were added. Further
invegtigation is necessary to determine whether the porches were an entirely new addition or whether the present porch
trim might have replaced earlier Classicd styletrim on aporch, or porches, origina to the house

The rear porches rest ontall rectangular-section pogts with volute brackets that sand in front of the above-grade basamant
a the back of the house. The leve of the decks of these porches isthe same as that of the ground floor of the house
interior. They are usad as an outdoor extension of thefirst floor common room a the back of the house. Although
deteriorated parts have bean replaced and some new sections and new exterior stairnway's have bean added to them in the
late 20" century (sse projecting terrace and dairs in Photo # 4 and compare with |llustration # 6), it gopearsthat the
sections of the porches dosest to the house are largdly original. While the pogts have bean replaced, both original and
reproduction jig-saw-cut trim still ornaments them today. Simpler square-section baudrades have replaced the more
ormnamentd late-19"" century basket-weave baudrades ssan in acirca 1910 photograph (lllustration #5 ).

(continued)
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A recently congtructed wood deck extends eastward of the rear porches and is positioned afew seps lower than they are
(see Photo #4 & Flan #2). A amdl deck hes ds0 bean built recently on the rear of the north wing, off of the dining room.
It replaces atoilet room (and formerly aprivy) that occupied the same position. On the south end of the south wing is a
recently built wood fire escape stairway that gives egressfrom the attic and second floor leves of the house. It connects
to the south end of the reer porches. All of the porches, decksand stairways on the rear of the building have identical
modern wood railings of square-section baugers.

After the south wing of the housewas damaged by fire in 1892, it was enlarged from itsorigina sze. No photographs or
descriptions have been found to document its pre-1892 gpopearance or configuration.

Classical Details

Classcd dements usad to ornament "Ferndde’ reflect the Federd/Neo-Classicd and Greek Revival styles that were the
height of tagte in 1835 when this housewas built. Each end of the main body of the building is ornamented with a
Classicd-gyle pediment trimmed with anarrow frieze bdow the roof cornice. A blind lunette is st in the tympanum of
the pediment neer the pesk. A Classcd frieze iscarried dong the bege of the pediment and around the remainder of the
house, just below the eaves.  The doorframe a the main entrance (Photo # 3) isdso Classical indesign.

The upper portion of the doorframe gppears to be covered by the present porch ceiling. The visible portion of the
doorframe consgs of aresded outer frame with bulls-eye corner blocks and narrower inner frames between the siddlights
and the door. Within the outer frame are apair of 2/3 length siddlightswith Classically-inspired subdividing muntinsand
with panded endosures bdow. A dim transom, of the same Classica design as the siddlights, is st above the door. The
door isan eight-pand Federd style door. A narrow wood strip seen above the outer edge of the doorframe may be the
frieze section of afrieze/cornice upper portion. Since no photogrgphs or other illustrations of the house exist from the
period before the addition of the porch, the origina gppearance of the doorframeis not known.

A Classca, Roman-ingpired, round-headed window is placed a the center of the main fafade a the sscond floor level.
The smple design of the wingsthat flank the main body of the house is entirely compatible with the design of the origina
section.  The ornamentd trim found on the wings conggts of Classca style projecting eaves, friezes a the eaves and
gable returns similar to that usad on the main body.

Dormer Windows

Probably added between about 1890 and 1910, pedimented, gable-front, dormer windows on the main faBade d o carry
out the Classica theme of the original centra portion of the house. They are st in the three sections of roof acrossthe
main facade (Photo # 2). There are two dormers on the front of the north wing, three on the front of the main body, and
one on the front of the south wing. The center dormer in the main body iswider than the others and contains two 6/6
windows. Each other dormer islighted by asngle st of 6/6 saeh. Onthe rear, except for asingle pedimented dormer on
the north end of the roof of the main body of the houss, all of the other dormers are shed dormers (Photo #4). A shed

(continued)
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dormer containing a pair of 6/6 windowsis st a the center of the rear face of each of thetwowings. Located onthe
south rear section of the main body isalong shed dormer with a@/6 sseh window & either end and ablind section a the
center. With the exception of the dormer on the north wing, the shed dormers were probably added during the 1940s or
1950s A 1935 phatograph shows no dormers on the rear of the south wing and three individual gabled dormers on the
rear of the main body of the house. A shed dormer was dready in place on the north wing.

Secondary Entrances

Secondary entrances exist on the north end of the main body of the house and in the west wall of the northwing. Both are
reeched by way of the north wrap-around extenson of the front porch (see Photo # 8). The Sde entrance into the main
body of the house from this porch gppearsto be original to the 1835 congruction. Its moulded doorframe with bulls-eye
corner blocks and atransom above the door is characterigtic of the period, and is similar in design to the doorframe a the
main entrance.  The entrance to the wing istrimmed with asmple frame, which probably datesto the addition of the
wing about 1870. At the reer of the house adoorway gives access to the central section of the house from the reer porch.
It isa modern, double doorway with aplain, late 20* century frame and modern glazed, multi-pane doors. The present
doorway replaces a single-width doorway that, according to the owner, was not original. 1t may bethat there was no door
a this location when the house was first built, especidly if there was no rear porch a that time.  Also a the reer of the
house, another pair of multi-pane, glazed, modern, double doors open on to a bal cony-like porch on the back of the north
wing (Photo # 10). Thisbacony and itsdoors and doorframe are recent. The bacony replacesaprivy (and later a rest
room) that occupied this same position and that was reeched by way of ahall from the kitchen. Another exterior entrance
is located in the gable of the south wing. Inassociaion with it isatwo-leve flight of gairs that functions as afire escgpe
and leedsto the porches acrossthe back of the house A recently crested double-door entrance gives accessinto the
besament levd of the north wing. The original basemant doorway still exigts on the eest side.

Interior

A gracious note is s for the interior of the house by the wide center gtair hall trimmed with Ssmple but degant details.
Included inthe hall are a straight-run staircase with aclean-lined railing of tgpered cylindrical baugters and a walnut
handrail ending ina spiral that turns around the newd pogt (Photo # 13); reeded, corner-block doorframes; and decorative
glazing around the front door (Photo # 13). Another degant feature isaround-arched doorway with aresded doorframe
that occupies the reaer wall, opposite the front door (Photo # 18 shows this door as seen from the opposite side).

Original Classicd styletrim presarved in other rooms in the main body of the house includes reeded, block-cornered
doorframes and pilaster-frieze-cornice type fireplace surrounds (Photos # 14, 15, 16, 18 22 & 23). Doors are dmogt al
sx-pane Federd style doors. While rooms all through the first and second floorsof the main body of the house havethe
samereeded, block-cornered doorframes, the parlor and dining room on the first floor have the mogt daborate fireplace
aurrounds (Photos # 14 & 15), composad of fluted pilasters, moulded friezes, and severe rectangular mantels. Updairs
bedrooms have smpler fireplace trim (Photos # 22 & 23). While their component parts are essentidly the same as the
more daborate fireplace surrounds, their surfaces are plain and unadorned.

(continued)
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The presant owners have restored and rehabilitated the house. The exterior hes bean preserved largdly as it gopeered
during itslife as a summer vacation house for working girls. Insde the house the ground floor is much as it was in the
vacation housedays. The only mgjor change on this floor isthat the former basament kitchen (no longer existing) hes
been replaced by akitchen inwhat was the "' Serving Room™ next to the large dining room in the northwing. The large
dining room in the north wing survives very much as it gppeared higtorically. It isdso furnished with Ferndde era tables
and chairs left herewhen the summer vacation house closed in 1989 (Photo # 20).  Although rooms throughout the house
have been replagtered, original woodwork hes been presarved.

On the sacond floor, partitionsthat provided very smdl bedrooms for Fernsde guests have bean removed. Mogt or dl of
those partitions gppeer not to have been original. In the early yearsof the vacation house many, if not al, of thegirls
probably dept severd to aroom. Anincreasng desire for privacy led to the partitioning off of larger oacesto provide
rooms for no more than one or two guedts. Inthe 1835 main body of the house, larger bedrooms on the second floor of
were partitioned of f with this purpose inmind. In that part of the houss, the recent removd of the later partitions hes
resored severd rooms to their original szes, providing the goacious accommodations appropriate for amodern bed-and-
breekfast inn. At the second floor leve of the south wing some former bedrooms have bean converted to bathrooms.
Compare FHans# 3 and # 3A for the above-described dterations.

Aan # 3A shows aplan drawn in 1968, which shows an arangement of smdll private rooms of earlier date. Fan# 3
shows an only dlightly atered 1995 arangement.  This goacein the north wing is now undergoing remodeing to provide
more ample Szed guestrooms.

It ispossble to get an idea of how the guests of the vacation house lived by looking a rooms a the third (or half-story)
levd of the north wing. Now used for dorage, these rooms survive largdly as they were during Vacation House days.
Here, ranged aong the west Sde of a wide north-south corridor (Photo # 27, Flen # 5), are three smdll bedrooms with their
ceilings danting inward to conform with the line of the roof (Photo # 28). At the north end of the corridor isasmal half
bathroom. Itsdoor isvisible a the north end of the corridor in Photo # 27. Guests staying on this floor would have to
have teken their baths in a bathroom downgtairs or used the low, round, portable, meta bathtubs, which are still stored on
this floor and inthe attic of the house. Ornamentd features of these rooms are limited to the door frames. The interior
window frames have been removed to dlow insertion of replacement windows and have not been remounted. The
moulded door frames are widewith bulls-eye corner blocks, possibly dating from the late-19th century. Doors are four-
pand doors of the late-19th century type. Walls are plagtered and projecting corners of the dormer window sections have
beeded edges  Floors are random boards (pine?) painted grey. In the place of clothes closats or wardrobes, there is in
each room a shelf equipped with dothes hooks and atowel rod. In one room, still intact around the shelf are carvas
curtains are that hid the clothes from view (Photo # 29).

(continued)
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BARN/PLAYHOUSE THEATRE

This building, originally agable-front American barn, was probably built around 1870. It isrectangular inform with a
narrow one-gory addition that extends nearly the full width of the north gable end. The building is quite plain except for
a narrow frieze that trims the eaves dong the sdesand in the gables  Eaves are projecting with no gable returns.
Windows and doors are trimmed with smple plank frames. Mogt windows have 6/6 sash. Long side windows have 12/12
sh.

The building was converted to its presant date as aplayhouse theatre in 1921. Illugtration # 1 shows the south and west
ddesof the barn as they gppeared beforeitsconverson. Comparisonof Illustration # 1 with [llustration # 7 and Photo # 5
shows that the present theatre entrance is located off-center where the barn door once was. In front of the entrance a two-
level, hip-roofed porch was added a the same time. The lower levd of the porch isreached by severd dairs rising from
the ground. The Sdesare endosad in latticework. The front of the porch was originally trested with a ssgmented arched
entrance surrounded by latticework. The arch pand hes bean removed while the building isunder repair. Itisto be
returned to itsoriginal location.

In 1999 the failing origina stone foundation of the barr/playhouse was replaced with anew one in concrete. At the same
time the early-20th century exterior stairway to the sscond level gpartment was removed for future replacement by an
interior stair. Originally rising from the east Sde of the thestre, the exterior Sairway gave access to the second leve of
the porch (Illustration # 7a). To replace it, an interior saircasewill be built to provide accessto updairs rooms and to the
upper leve of the porch. The second level of the porch hes abal cony-like gppearancewith its typically early-20th century
syle badustrade of square-section baugters wrapping around the front and the ddes.

In the 1920s conversion of the barn to athesatre, severd windows were dtered. A singlewindow a the second story leve
on the main faBade was replaced with adoublewindow. Smal squere stall windows on the west Sde were converted to
larger windows. The windows in thetwo center bays, corresponding to the theetre auditorium, were made to extend
upward nearly to the eaves. Tall windows of the same configuration were opened up on the eest Sde to correspond to
them. Thewindow &t the south end of the west Sde isamadler. Above itisaamdl squarish window that corresponds to
an updairs gpatment on the south sde. The stall window farthest north on the west sde was opened up to form the
present western doorway, shdltered by asmdl hip-roofed porch. With the replacement of the original foundation and the
excavation of a full cellar where none existed before, windows and doors now  open from the foundation at the basament
level on the eest Sde where none existed before.

Interior

The ground floor of the theatre building is subdivided into an entryway, an auditorium hall, and a dage/backgage area
The interior isrugtic in gppearance (Photo #24), with the framework of the roof being left open to view (Photos #24 &
26). Thewall around the gtage is sheathed with unpainted, horizontally laid, tongue-and-groove boards that rise only as
far esthe levd that corresponds with the floor of the former hayloft.

(continued)
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A small sscond floor apartment extends the length of the south side of the building. One room (about 10 feet) degp, the
goatment conggs of three rooms. Listed in consecutive order from west to eadt, itsrooms include: a sitting room, a
bedroom, and a bathroom. The original entrance was by way of an exterior Sairway, now removed, to the second level of
the front porch. The goartment entrance isadoor from the porch into the sitting room. Aninterior Saircase is planned.
Until it isbuilt, the gpartment is inaccessible.

GARAGE

The one-gtory, pediment-front garage sands north of the theatre (Photo #5). Itseavesare projecting with no retums. It is
a pre-fabricated garage covered with metd that is moulded to look like clgpboard. At the entrance are two sets of double-
leefed metd doors treated in the Classica style. The garage probably datesfrom the 1920s

DR.BASSETT FLAGPOLE

Immediately southwest of the theatre isacylindrical metd flagpole resting on a low, truncated, pyramidd bese of
concrete. The flagpole can be ssninPhotos # | and 5. A bronze plague on the beseisinscribed:

In Honor of
Dr. Alice Hally Basstt
Unsdfishly devoted to the interests of
Ferndde for over 50 years
September 4, 1950

Archaeological Description

Ancient Native American Sites are not currently recorded on the property or in the generd area (within one mile). The
dengty of ancient dtesinthis areatypifiesalow dendty pattern representative of north central Worcester County and
north centrd Massachusetts in generd. Low settlement dendity may charecterize actud Native American settlement
patterns in this area, however, underreporting isaso probably amgjor causd factor. Environmenta characteritics of the
nominated parcd are not well suited for mogt Native American dtes. Fandde islocated on awell drained, terraced
landscepe within a generally doping areaon an eedt facing dope northeast of Little Wachusett Mountain, about 2 miles
south of Wachusett Mountain. The nearest wetlands are located over 2000 feet north of the property. Given the above
information, alow dendty exigts for locating ancient Native American resources on the Fernside parcel.

A high potentia exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the nominated property. Historical research
combined with archaeologica survey and testing may locate archaeologicd evidence of the Eveleth House and farmstead
complex believed to be part of the nominated property. In 1761, Lieutenant Josgph Eveleth purchased the land on which
the Benjamin Harrington House/Fernside now sands. Late 19" century informantsreport that an old house once stood on
the north side of the present house. Structura evidence may survive from the Eveleth House, barn and outbuildings.

(continued)
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Archaeologica evidence of occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) reated to the Eveeth period of
occupation may dso survive. Structura evidence may dso survive from renovations mede to the existing building and
earlier barnsor outbuildings that no longer survive. Occupationd related features should dso exist rdated to the

Harrington period of occupation and later use of the complex as ahotdl, boarding house, tavern and summer vacation
house for working girls.

(end)

SIGNIFICANCE

The Benjamin Harrington House/Fernsde meets Nationa Regiger Criteria A and C a the locd level. Under Criterion A
the property is significant as an early, possibly the first, summer vacation house for working girlsin the United States.

In itsrole as avacation housefor working girlsit isaso significant for its long-term socid/humanitarian service
connections with working girlsand with women's organizations in Boston. Fernsde isdso significant for its
asociaionswith the summer resort economy in Princeton. Of the many hotd's and boarding housesthat existed in
Princeton during the second half of the 19" century and the early 20" century, this isthe mog long-lived and best
preserved of the few hostelry buildings that survive heretoday. Under Criterion C the Harrington House/Fernside is

architecturaly significant as an example of alae Federd period single-family dwelling converted to use a ahogtdry
during the town's summer resort era.

The Early History of Princeton

Woeachusett Mountain, Princeton's most dominant geogrgphic feature, received notice relatively early in the English
colonization of New England, despite its condgiderable digtance from the first-settled arees dong the seacoedt. Official
note of the mountain was first taken in 1632 when Governor Winthrop and his party took sight of it from "Boston Rock™

in Wdtham. Asearly asthe 1640s aroute of travel from Boston to the Connecticut Valley and Springfield was opened
through this generd area.

Colonid settlersfirst came into possession of the territory that would becomethe town of Princeton in 1686. In that yeer
atwelve-mile section of wilderness, known as the Naguag Purchase, was acquired from mambarsof the Nipmuck tribe by

(continued)
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a private group of English colonists who were mostly from the nearby town of Lancagter. However, adday in settling the
area ssams to have been causad by political uncertainty in the colony during this period and dso by continued Native
American aggresson inthe region. During King Philip's War and later, between 1675 and 1713, severd  Europesn
sttlements inthe areawere atacked and burned, driving off the surviving settlers and discouraging new settlement.

A part of the Naguag Purchase was finally incorporated as the Town of Rutland in 1714 by act of the Massachusetts
Generd Court. It was later subdivided to form all or parts of Princeton, Hubbardston, Barre, Oakham, Paxton, and
Rutland. Itwas not until 1742 that the territory that the first permanent settler, Joshua Wilder of Lancagter, arrived in
would what would become the town of Princeton. During the 1740sand 1750's other settlers followed Wilder to settle
the area,

The "Eagt Wing" of Rutland, the adjoining "Watertown Farms," and unincorporated areesconsisting of severd large
farmsto their eest were combined to form an independent districtin 1759. This action was in regponseto complaints
mede by the inhabitants of these areasthat the Rutland meeting house was too far away for them to travel conveniently to
Sunday mestings. The new district was known as Prince Town, named in honor of the Rev. Thomas Prince of Bogton
(1687-1771) who was the largest landholder inthe area. Didtrict Satus dlowed resdentsto establish their own religious
congregation and to build a meeting house, but did not dlow them seperate political representation. Findly, in 1771 the
Prince Town district was incorporated as the Town of Princeton.

Early Settlement of the Property at 162 M ountain Road

According to Blake's History of Princeton, Lieutenant Josgpoh Eveeth (1732-3-1790) purchasaed the land on which the
present Benjamin Harrington House/Fernsde now slandsin 1761, the year of his marriage to Ruth Wetherbee. Itis
bdieved that adwelling was first built onthe site in 1771, the same year &s the incorporation of the town. Current
research on the property hes uncovered no description of the Sze or gppearance of that early house. The location of
Evdeth's property was about a milefrom what was then the town's meeting house center.  Even though the town pound,
the town burying ground, and the center school were clustered neer the meeting house during the late 18" century, nored
center village sattlement yet existed when Eveeth built his house. During this period Princeton was a community of
dispersed famgeadslike Eveeth's, with little or no clugtered sattlement in the entire town.

Eveleth's house was built on Lot 3in the "Watertown Farms' section of Princeton (see Lot 3 WF, Illustration # 8). The
western boundary of Lot 3 was part of the division line between "Watertown Farms' and the "Eagt Wing" sections.
Located only a short distance north of the intersection of Westmingter and Mountain Roads, Eveleth's farm was situated
near amajor route of travel through Princeton during the Colonia period. This route led from the town of Westminger
southward through Princeton to Holden and on to Worcester.

Benjamin Harrington House/Fernside

The present house a 162 Mountain Road is believed to gand neer the dite of the earlier Eveleth dwelling. Itwas builtin

1835 by Captain Benjamin Harrington (1774-1852). According to the 1888 recollections of Abbey Wilder Davis
(continued)
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compiled by Florence Davis, an old house once good on the north side of the present house. 1t would seamthat if that
datement istrue, the older house must have been Evdeth's. Captain Harrington was not a young man when he built this

house as his own private dwelling. Hewas dready sixty-one years of age and he and his wife had bean married for thirty-
one years.

Benjamin Harrington had owned the Eveleth homestead for many years before building the new house. In 1803, shortly
before his marriage to Nancy Jennison (d. 1863) in 1804, Harrington bought from Eveleth's son, Abishai, a forty-four-and-
one-quarter-acre parcd of land with the buildings sanding thereon. Also included inthe sdle was an additiond ten-and-
three-quarter-acre parcel of woodland and pew # 31 in the town meeting house. Excepted from the sdle were the portions
of the houseand barn and privilegesto the well and dooryard of the barn that hed been st addeto Lieutenant Eveleth's
widow, Ruth. When Mrs. Eveleth died inabout 1811 Harrington came into possession of her portions of the house and
barn. In 1812 Harrington's father dso sold him ancother portion of the Eveeth homesteed, forty-six and two-thirds acres
that were part of Ruth Eveeth's "widow'sthirds." The samne desd dso conveyed to him two other parcds, one of two
acresand one-hundred-thirty rods and an additiona devenracre lot of woodland. 1t is unclear where Benjamin and Nancy
Harrington lived before building the present house. They may have lived in the Eveleth house or it is possible that they
lived in the same house with his parents. The idea that they might have lived with his parentsis suggested by the fact that
in 1804, the year of his marriage, Harrington's father sold him half of his own homesteed and half of the buildings
thereon. Hisfather's farm ssams to have been located on Mirick Roed on the south Sde of Pine Hill, ashort distance
northeast of the Eveleth place.

Benjamin Harrington, was the third of nine children born to Abijah (1743-1821) and Sarah Livermore Harrington of
Princeton. According to the published history of Fernsde, he was "State Surveyor." He served as Princeton sdectman in
1810 and as Town Tressurer from 1817 to 1821.

Benjamin Harrington's will indicates that, dthough they had no children of their own, he and hiswife, Nancy, brought up
two boys, Henry Boyles (cal802-1863) and Nathan Danforth (1811-1881), from childhood. At Harrington's deeth, the
two men were gopointed co-executors of the estate. The History of Princeton tells usthat Boyles cared for Mrs.
Harrington after her husband's degth. However, until the homesteed was sold out of the family in 1857, she may have
lived in the south portion of the house, which hed bean designated as hersin her husband'swill. If that wasthe casg, it is
likely that Danforth lived in the northern half until he sold the property to WilkesRoper. The 1857 Worcester County
map shows Danforth as owner of the Benjamin Harrington House and Boyles as the owner of a house located a short
distance further north on the west sde of Mountain Road. Danforth sold the eighty-three-acre family property in 1857,
having mede the decision to go west. On the dead of seleto Roper his resdence is given as Idaho City inthe Idaho
Territory. Afterthe sdle, Mrs. Harrington probably lived with Boyles in his own house nearby until both she and Henry
Boylesdied in the sameyear, 1863.

(continued)
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Danforth and Boyles married ssters. Henry Boyles married Louisa Eveleth in 1831 and Nathan Danforth married Harriet
Eveeth in 1836. They were daughters of Josgph Evdeth and Catherine Mirick, and granddaughters of Lieutenant Joseph
Evedeth, who hed built the first house on this piece of land.

The Benjamin Harrington House Converted to Use as a Hotel

About 1870, or very likely some time earlier than that, possibly during the 1860s, the Benjamin Harrington House began
to be used as asummer hotel.  The 1870 Worcester County Atlas map indicates that the Benjamin Harrington House was
known under Roper's ownership as "Summer House" Roper added wingsto either Sde of the original houseto provide
ample room for its new use as ahotel. The ground plan of the building shown on the 1870 atlas suggeststhat the wing
additions had dready besn mede by the time the map was mede.

The 1881 Princeton directory gives Ropear's address as "road to Mountain House," indicating that he may have lived here
and operated the hotd himsdlf. Guests during Roper's ownership are sad to have included Harvard professors and
sudents. Roper continued the operation until 1835, when he leasad the building to F. A. Boyd who ran it as aboarding
house. Atsome point during this latter period, itwas ussd as atavern ad fell into disrepair.

The Harrington House adaptation as asummer hotd was not Roper's only hotel conversion. 1n 1860 he renmodded the
then-vacant Baptist Church on Princeton Common as ahotel, known first as Progpect House and later as the Princeton
Inn.  According to Blake's History of Princeton, Roper operated Prospect House successfully for many years. It burned
in 1923 after having served along life as one of thetown's mog digtinguished summer hotdls.

"Fernside": Vacation House for Working Girls

In the summer of 1890 Wilkes Roper rented the former Harrington property to personsfrom Boston for use as a summer
vacation housefor working girls. 1n Sgatember of that same year MissM. Josgphine Allen of Boston purchased the
property, then conveyed it a short time later to atrust on behdf of the Girls' Vacation House Association. The purchase
price for the house, the barn, ten acres of land, and furnishings was $3,800. The place was given the name "Fernside.”
Fernsde was founded by MissAllen (see Illustration # 9) and operated under her persond  supervision for twenty years or
more. As"Fernside" the property sarved as a vacation house for women for nearly one-hundred years. A 1939 brochure
noted:

Ferndde atracts new friends each year and retains old ones. Since 1890, more than 5,000 girls
and women have benefited by vacations & Ferndde. It has become atradition, passed on from
mother to daughter.

In 1986, anewsgpgper article reported that some guestswere still returning year after year. By that date, however, the

clientele had changed. Working girls, toward whom the vacation housewes originally directed, no longer dedt with the

samesocid problems and work environments that working girls' clubs and summer vacation houseswere established to

confront. Working girls' clubs themsdves hed largely fallen by the way by the 1930s  In the mid-1940s surviving
(continued)
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working girls' clubs were frequented by older members who had begun their memberships as girls.

At some point in the 1940s or 1950s, in correspondence with the aging of the clientele, the name of the corporation that
operated Ferndde was changed from Girls' Vacation House Association to Ferndde Vacation House, Incorporated. In
adbout 1942 the Ferndde Appreciation Club was established with former guestsas its members Thisgroup maintained an
enthusiadtic clientele bese and dso raised money for equipment and other items needed for the house

During this period, girls vacation houseslike Ferndde saw the same change in demography as the surviving working
girls' clubs. Ferndgdes clientele no longer condsted mostly of young women. The quiet summer days spent & Fernside
no longer had the gpped they once did among younger women. During the mid and late 20" century period Ferngde was
in competition with the increasing availability of travel and much wider choices for summer vacations. Perhgpsits being
limited to women dso gradually diminished itsattraction. Nonethdess, Ferndgde kept going, supported by an
endowment, contributions, and paying guests Asof 1986 one current regular guest hed returned to Fernside for sixty-two
consecutive summers, and another for thirty-six. Such guests said they were attracted by "Good company, peece and
quiet, and especidly the food." The cogt, which in the 1890s hed bean three dollars aweek, was still reesonable in the
1980s a seventy dollarsaweek, including meds.

During the 1980s the number of guests declined, especidly as many long-time visitors died or became too old and infirm
to continue coming. Although some new guestswere attracted by brochures and by word of mouth, Fernside welcomed
its lagt guests as a umme vacation house for women in the summer of 1988. The following spring, Fernsde president,
Doaris L. Campbdl, age ninety, wrote a letter to al pest guestsfor whom there waas a current mailing addressto tell them
of the decision not to gpen for the 1989 season. A picnic was hdd for Ferngde "dumnag' that summer. At that evertt,
each person presant wiss allowed to take with them some object as a souvenir of the house before it was put up for sde.

In September of 1989 Ferndde Vacation House, Incorporated sold the property, the house, the barn/playhouse, and a
amadl garageto William Zottoli and other Zottoli family members. The sze of the grounds of the vacation house was
smdler a the timeof the 1989 sdethan it had bean in the 1890s  During the mid and late 20" century period, three
parcds of land were sold of f from atract that by 1956 had expanded to thirty-five-acres. These sdes took place in 1964,
1984, and 1988 and included mogt of the holdingson the west Sde of Mountain Road.

The $300,000 procesdsfrom the sdle of Fernsde in 1989 were distributed to Boston charitable organizations to be used
for the sole benefit of women, young and old. Giftsof $25,000 eech went to the City Missionary Society, Morgan
Memoria Goodwill Industries, Inc., Savation Army of Massachusdtts, Inc., Rosi€'s Place, Inc., Back Bay Aging Concern
Committee - Oldand Young United, Inc., and Transition House, Inc. The remainder, presumably about $150,000, went
to the Women's Educationa and Industrial Union, with which Fernsgde hed been associated for al or mogt of itslife.
Current research has not shown how much of the endowment still existed a the timeof the sdleand, if any survived, how
it was digposed of .

(continued)
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From 1989 until 1994 the new owners used Ferndide as an inn without making any notable changes to the building.
When the present owners purchased the property in 1994, the so-cdled Harrington Field acrossthe road was no longer
included with it and the total lot Sze had diminished to alittle under seven acres. Fortunately, dthough some dwellings
have been built on former Ferngde property to the south and west of the house, the open and wooded land that hes
traditionally bean part of Fernside's grounds and of its adjoining properties survives largely intact. After sde by the
Zottalis, the houseand its outbuildings were renovated and restored. Since 1996 Ferndide hes been operated as abed and
bregkfagt inn, continuing its long history as a hostdry.

Clubs for Working Girls

The Setting in WhichWorking Girls' Clubs Originated

During the late 19" century more and more women begen to work outside their homes The Industrial Revolution and the
appearance of department gtores provided important sources of employment for women. For certain jobs, like department
gore clerk, women were conddered desirable employees, sincethe clientele was largely femae. Other jobs were often
available for women during this period partly because of inequdity of wages Women workers were in demand in some
cagssbecausetheir pay was lower than that of men'sfor the samejobs. The trend toward women in the workplace grew
in gpite of the fact that society a thistime generdly hed working girlsand working women in low esteem.

In the case of lower dasswomen, working was mog often afinancial necesdty. For lesseconomically deprived women
during the late 19th century, working was more and more often a choice that provided them or their familieswith extra
spending money and the trappings of gentility that could be hed no other way. A girl's sdary might permit her or her
family to have finer clothing, nice furniture, and maybe even apiano.

Becausetheir daily lives took them out of the home, which was traditionally the place of the woman, working wormen
were sen inanegative light especidly by the upper dasses. They were often viewed as immora or ssento put
themsdves in danger of immora influences. Despite the fact that an 1884 report on Boston's working girls showed that
this dass of worker wasjust as mora and honest as the rest of the citizenry, gented reformers of the late 19* century
atempted to provide mora guidance to them by volunteering with organizations auch as the Y oung Women's Chrigtian
Association, Girls' Friendly Societies, settlement houses, and working girls’clubs.

Clubs
In an effort to attain socia respectability, young wage-earning wormen began forming working girls' clubs with the
assddance of gented gponsors. During the late 19% century, large numbers of working girls' clubs began to gopeer in
American cities. They were a their peek of importance around the turn of the 20* century.

(continued)
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Soonsors originally saw themsdves as volunteer socid workerswith gods of improving the moras and standards of the
working dasses. However, both dasses of women worked together in the clubs on the basis of cooperation, self-
government, and sdlf-support. In time, through mutual association in dubs that functioned democratically, both the wage-
eanears and the sponsors learned from one another. Through the common bonds of womanhood they gradualy became

more equd in their outlooks.

Working girls' clubs provided wage-earning members a chance both for sociaizing with other women and for self-
improvement lectures, dasses, and discussons. Each club created and implemented its own organizational agenda
Members worked with their goonsorsto organize not only socid events but dso dasses in subjects including cooking,
sawing, caisthenics, ad literature; discussons on mord responsbilities; and committees to aid impoverished neighbors.
Documernts left by working girls' dubs indicate their concern with issues such as womanhood, respectability, democracy,
dass hierarchy, mde supremacy, wage work, trade unionism, race, and nationality. Programs nurtured feminine virtues
and enforced refined behaviord codes, yet, club members strongly repudiated the idea that respectable femininity was
incompatible with working for awage.

Each club hed two dasses of members wage-earning membears and club sponsors. Club gponsorswere typically membears
of the non-wage-earning upper dass. Daughters of the wedlthy, they were often young women in their twenties.
According to Priscilla Murolo's history of working girls clubs:

...they traded the world of the debutante or fashionable matron for the more ascetic, though
no lessdlitist, redms of benevolent work. Club sponsors devoted enormous amounts of time
and careto organizational duties that no wage earner could undertake. They seerched for
suitable meeting rooms, recruited teachersfor club dasses and saw to ahogt of other tasks
that hed to be handled during busnesshours. Many identified with club members referring
to themsdlves as working girls whose wages hed been "paid inadvance' by providence....

By participating in these clubs, many were carrying on family traditions of socid reform. Also, club work supplied upper
dass women with opportunities for intellectual growth and executive experience that was difficult for them to attain
otherwise. Chanceswere still limited a thistime for women to have professions of their own, even if they werefortunate
enough to be among the few who had hed the benefit of a college education.

(continued)
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Early Working Girls' Clubs and M. Josegphine Allen

The first working girls' clubs are believed to have been established in the mid-1880's. The first may have bean founded
in New York City in 1834 by a group of twelve femae silk weavers from the city'swest sde who formed the Working
Girls' Society. The gods of their organization were cooperation, saf-government, and self-support. Boston's first
working girls' club ssams to have bean formed about the same time.  In 1884 aworking girls' club drawing its
membership from a group of young women employed ina Bogston knitting mill is said to have been organized under the
soonsorship of M. Josgphine Allen, the founder of Fernsde.

Two years later, in 1886, MissAllen, with the assgance of Miss Edith M. Howes, organized a second club inthecity's
South End with amore diverse membership. That club, known as the Shawmut Avenue Working Girls Club, wes listed in
the Boston City Directory as early as 1890 and hed its meeting rooms a 401 Shavmut Avenue. At that time MissAllen
wes its president. Soon after itsfounding, the Shavmut Club hed a membership of two-hundred-fifty. The sze of the
club required a paid employee to run itsoperations. From the beginning, the club's volunteer workers spent much time
assgting in the formation of similar organizations in towns all over the gate.

It isundear for how long MissAllen's first club survived, snce she hersdf writesthat the city'sfirst working girls' club
was etablished in 1886, apparently referring to the Shawvmut Avenue club. Parhapsif the earlier club did not lat very
long she conddered it unsuccessful and therefore not truly the "first." Another early Boston working girls' club
(founding date unknown) wes the Jarusdlem Starsof theNorth End. Itisreferredto inthe history of the Rockport Lodge
& an early clubthat met "under the long and devoted leadership of Miss Julia Frothingham."

Nationwide Network of Working Girls' Clubs

According to avery brief 1936 account of the history of the Shavmut Avenue Working Girls' Clubwritten by Edith M.
Howes, M. Josephine Allen was active inthe establishment of two other organizations that helped strengthen the cause of
working girls and women: the Massachusatts Association of Women Workers and the National Lesgue of Women
Workers. These two organizations were established in 1897. Although she ssamsnat to have hdd officein either of these
groups, fellow gponsors of her Shavmut Avenue club, Miss Howes and MissO. M. E. Rowe, did.

Boston and New Y ork were not done in the establishment of working girls' clubs. When the first nationa convention of
the Association of Working Girls' Societies was held in New York City in 1890, dubs had bean organized in cities all
around the country. Not only were there clubs in New Y ork and Bogton, but dso in Philadel phia, Chicago, . Louis, and
in other Midwestern cities, as well. In the Northeest there were 0 many that interclub associations had been established
in Manhattan, Brooklyn, and gregter Boston by thet date. Others were soon to be organized in Connecticut and eestern
Pennsylvania. In 1894 a second convention of the organization was held in Boston. Nearly one hundred clubs with a
combined membership of over deven thousand were represented there. |f Midwestern clubs hed attended the convention,
another twenty clubs and two thousand more members would have bean added to the count.

(continued)
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Except for afew clubs with African-American membership in Philade phia and Boston, the movement was limited to
Caucadans Yet working girls cubs were otherwise ethnically diverse, counting among their members Catholics,
Protestants, and Jews drawn from the same groups that composed the working dassin generd a that time. The largest
number were of Irish, German, and northwestern European extraction. Members were typically factory and office
workers, sore clerks, seamdaresses, laundry and restaurant workers, domestic servants, and teechers. However, in generd,
the mgjority of club members beonged to the highest paid leves of the femae workforce.

The Shawmut Avenue Working Girls' Club and Its Associationwith Activist Movements Benefiting Women

The early dms of the gented sponsors of the Shavmut Avenue Working Girls' Club may have been the socid and moral
reform of its working-classwomen membas. Y, it isquite clear that the outlook of at leest afew club sponsorswas
soon dtered by their own persond interaction with their working membership. Soonsorsof the Shawvmut Avenue club
played an important role in an outstandingly progressive period of advancements in American women's rights, which took
place during the late 19* and early 20* centuries.

Current research has not mede it possible to know precisaly what were MissAllen's views as president of the Shavmut
Avenue Working Girls' Club. Neither hes it provided an understanding of how her efforts to form aworking girls
aummer vacation house meshed with the organization's other activities. However, in addition to MissAllen's gpparent
key role in establishing ingtitutions to help working women improve their condition, the work of fellow members of the
Shavmut Avenue club is evidence that the club was a the heart of women's rights activism in Boston during the
"progressive era" MissAllen's fellow club sponsors MissEdith M. Howes and MissO.M.E. Rowe, became active
proponents of labor reform. Asdirectors of the Massachusetts Association of Working Girls' Clubs, they were successful
in the effort to win an eight-hour workday for Boston depatment store workers in 1896. They then continued to work in
support of women's labor reform on abroader scae by promoting nationd organi zations that they bdieved would hdp
improve women's working conditions. They were active inthe organization of the Nationa Association of Working
Women in 1897 and inthe founding in 1898 of the Massachusetts Consumers League, which encouraged better working
conditions for wormen by placing sedls of goprova on goods manufactured under conditions meeting its dandards. In
1904 Miss Howes was d<0 active inthe establishment of the Boston Trade Schodl for Girls, with the purpose of giving
girls the same advantages that boys' trade schoals offered boys. By training for non-domestic service trades under
workshop conditions, girls could begin working a higher weges. The am was to meke it possible for girls to become
sdf-supporting and sdlf-respecting a atime when working-class girls typically hed few career choices outside domestic
work and other low-paying jobs that kept them from being fully independent. When the first experimentd girls' trade
school was taken over by the City of Boston in 1909 it became the first date-aided industrial school for females.

Miss Howes was dso responsible for establishing the Massachusetts A ssociation of Women Workersin 1897. The
Massachusetts A ssociation of Wormen Workerswas associated with the Nationa Leegue of Women Workers, which was
founded that sameyear. After 1920 these two organizations were known respectively as the Massachusetts Leegue of
Girls' Clubs and the Nationa League of Girls' Clubs. In 1925 the Massachusetts League of Girls Clubs (formerly the

(continued)
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Massachusetts Association of Women Workers) hed a membership of over four thousand women who bdonged to thirty-
two member clubs.

The Pegk Period of Importance of Working Girls' Clubs

From about 1890 through the beginning of World Wer |, the clubs worked effectively to achieve important gods
benefiting women. Inasociety that was attempting to kegp al dasses of women confined to a domedtic role, these clubs
provided an indisputably female niche from which women could play an active role outside their homes. These clubs
alowed women to take an executive position, working under their own (rather than mae) direction, in achieving goas
that they believed to be important. Reform efforts originating from working girls' clubs not only won new rights and
gregter self-determination for women but dso benefited society a large. The reform efforts associated with working
girls' dubs were part of awidespread trend in American citiestoward socia reform during this period that confronted a
wide array of socia problems assodiated with afast-growing industrial urben society. A sampling of reforms addressed
during this period included, among others, quegtions such as housing, political corruption, temperance, fair wages, child
labor, and women's rights.

With the beginning of World War |, the momentum that hed previoudy been directed toward the improvement of the
condition of women was sphoned off by the war effort. Except for the brief period between the end of the war and the
pessage of woman's suffrage in 1920, the resolve and the power of women to shgpetheir own destinies that hed been
achieved during the progressive era was never regained until the advent of the feminist movement inthe 1960s and 1970s

Summer Vacation Houses for Working Girls

Asociated with working girls' clubs were summer vacation houses. Summer vacation houses for working girls, such as
"Fernsde" permitted women workers a period of rest and achanceto gt awvay from the crowded city and from the long
hours of their jobs during the summer (see Illustration # 10 for an early advertising broadside). The 1910 published
history of Fernsde explains how the idea for the vacation house in Princeton originated:

The first Working-Girls' Club in Boston was formed in 1886. The following winter ayoung
lady entertained its members one evening with the account of asummer goent in Switzerland
and showed them many photographs of its beautiful scenery. On inquiry it was found that not
one other hearers had ever ssen amountain, and few if any had bean beyond the suburbs of
Boston.

An arrangement was mede by which ten of these girls, the following summer, gpent two weeks
a afarmhouse in Rindge, N. H., and climbed to the top of Mt. Monadnock. It was an event in
their lives. Inthe autumn an evening a the Club was devoted to hearing their experiencesinthe
country, and especidly their account of the ascent of the mountain. They were greatly envied by
al who heard them.

(continued)
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Basad upon the successof this experiment, fund-raising and planning was begun for asimilar vacation opportunity the
following summer:

On June 1, 1887, an apped was published in the Bogton Transcript, addressed to those highly
favored young girls who were to spend the summer a Bar Harbor, Newport, or perhaps in Europe.
It was a pleathat each from her abundance should contribute enough to give some working-girl a
two weeks vacation in the country. This was anew object, which not only touched the heerts of
the young girls, but interested their fathers and mothers. In regponse more than athousand dollars
werereceived. Such acontribution was not only unexpected, but dmost overwheming.

Where were the recipients of 20 large asum to be found, and where were the boarding-places
adgpted to their nesds? With the assgance of the Superintendent of theY. W. C. A. and city
missionaries, nesdy wage-earning girls were found, as well as farm houseswhere they were
welcomed for the smal board offered for them. The fares of many were paid to Maine and New
Hampshire, where they visited reatives and friends. A pilgrimage was mede in August to all

the boarding-places, to ascertain the quality and quantity of food received, and dso the
behaviour of the girls.

When the response to the gpped for funds for the following summer was even greater than the year before, a boarding
house was rented in Laconia, New Hampshire. That summer, both it and the best of the places from the year before were
al filled. The history notes the sucocess of the venture and remarks upon the godss that could be accomplished if a
permanent girls' summer vacation house could be established:

It was now evident that a permanent work had bean created, and that it nesded persond
supervison. It might be mede not only ameansof rest and refreshment of spirit, but an
opportunity for imparting refining influences, high sandards of conduct, a knowledge of the
laws of hedlth, and anoble dissatisfaction with present ams. To dothis, apermanet Vacation
House ssamead necessary, which would be arefuge for the weary and discouraged, a "pleasure
dome"' for thejoyous, and acenter of devating influences.

Fernside: A Permanent Summer House For Working Girls
As areault of the successful aummer experiments of 1887, 1888, and 1889, an effort was made to find a permanent
ammer vacation house for Bogton working girls. In the spring of 1890 a suitable place was found in the former

Benjamin Harrington House in Princeton. The Ferngide history describes the desirable qualitiesof Princeton and of the
hous=

(continued)
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[Princeton] was on the eastern dope of Mt. Wachusatt, twelve hundred and fifty feet ebove the
sa On one dde rose the beautiful mountain crowned with its Summit House Behind lay a
broad smiling valley stretching to the horizon, with aseemingly uninterrupted view to
Massachusetts Bay. The little New England village, with itschurch, library, town hall, country
gore, and summer hotds surrounding its common, was amile distant. The farming population
knew nothing of factoriesor trolley cars. The invigorating air, beautiful situation and peaceful
surroundings hed attracted visitors for many years.

The house secured was an old-fashioned square mansion, with ahdl through the center to the
piazza a the back, and good-s9zed wingson either Side. It was commodious and well arranged for
its purpose.

That summer's effort a Princeton was a complete sucoess, supported, as previoudy, by generous donations. In thefall,
the former Benjamin Harrington homesteed was purchased as aWorking Girls' Vacation House. Before the next summer
Seea0N, repairs were made, partitionsadded to some rooms, and wallpapering and painting was done. In 1892 an gpped

to donors raised funds for the purchase and repair of the house To provide water enough for a house occupied by more
than fifty people, it was ds0 necessary to buy an additional ten acres acrossthe road from the house in order to increese
the water supply. That purchase, mede in 1894, cost an additional five hundred dollars.

The Daily Routine of Ferngide in the Summer

The Ferndde history describes the gppearance of the house, how it was usad, and the typical daily routine during the early
20* century period:

At Ferndde the rising bell soundsa seven, followed by the breskfast call ahaf hour later. Our
dining-room with its four long tables, each seating twelve, and presided over by a hogtess or the
housekegper, isquickly filled. Tothe newcomer it isa surprise to enter o beautiful aroom. Y et

al isredly smple. The paint is gpotless white and the pgper hes alight green foliagedesign.
White shdves with afew fancy plates and pitchers decorate the walls. The mudin curtains and
neatly st table with pretty chinaattract the eye. The cost hes been amall, but the effect is

pleasing. A mother complained that there was no living with the girls when they returned from
Ferndde, as the home table must be st just as it was there and the rooms cared for in the same way.
Invigorating air and change of diet bring great gppetites. The cooks maintain that it takesa whole
wesk to satisfy the new arrivals, and then afresh st comejust ashungry.

The scales, purchased by smdl contributions from the girls, are a source of eeger interest, and are
surrounded a the dose of every med. After the bedrooms are put in order various employments

(continued)
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occupy the morning. Perhgps an excursion party of twenty ascends Mt. Wachusett, retuning in time
for dinner. Others take the mail-bag to the village post-office, pick berries which grow abundantly
in the pastures, or walk to the Lake or the Haunted House. The food iswell cooked and abundarnt,
and the variety of vegetables isenjoyed. Then the household separates, someto the writing-table
in the large second-gtory hall, where five can st & atime; or to the hammocks under the old gople
trees inthe orchard which adjoinsthe house. Others retire to their rooms to rest or prepare for the
evening entertainment. Eleven are notified thet it istheir turn to teke an afternoon drive, and the
pleasure is great to those unaccugtomed to such aluxury. If theweather israiny, afternconteais
often served. After the six o'clock supper agameof croquet isusualy played and it witnessed by
al onthe front piazza. Short walks are taken within dght of the house. At dark the music-room is
soon filled. Older or quiet ones look on from the reading-room a the dancing, games or charades
and hear the piano-playing and singing. At half pest nine all surround the piano to sing the evening
hymn, and then go to their rooms. Lights are put out & ten o'clock.

On Thursday night agrand entertainment is aways given in honor of those who are to leave the
following Saturday. 1t may be aplay or achildren's party; aminstrel show, afancy dressball, or a
"reception by Presdent and Mrs. Roosevet." The property trunks are put into requisition and
wonderful results secured.

This isthe life of the house. A woman worn out with care, after aweek's vacation inwhich she
hed laughed more than in years before, said she never knew there could be such good times and
nothing wrong.

Photogragphs of Fernsde's common room (Hustration #11) and library (Illustration # 12), probably taken in the early 20th
century, give a sene of the pleasant environment that was provided and the smple but degant way that it was decorated.

Rayhouse Thedtre

Putting on plays was such an important part of the Say a Fengde that the barn was converted to a playhouse in about
1922. With the widespread adoption of the automobile by the third decade of the 20th century, the barn was no longer
nesded to house horse and carriage. The presant automobile garage was probably put up around this same timeto shdter
the new means of vehicular travel.

A gage and backdage areawss cregted a the north end of the former barn. A portion of the backsage areawas st asde
for the gorage of costumes. The theatrica property trunks mentioned above contained a large collection of cosumes
from every era Begun in 1890 during the first year of Fernsde's operation, the collection, which continued to grow with
new gifts eech year, sarved for many yearsas a timulusto dramatic cregtion and as agreat source of fun. During the lagt
yearsof its life, Fernsde's aging guest population no longer gave plays anymore and the collection was sold off in the
1980s.

(continued)
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With the conversion of the barn to atheatre, asmadl gpartment reeched by an exterior stairway was cregted a a sscond
levedl on the south end of the barn. Thissmdl gpartment was somelimes used by Sara Ware Basst, the author-sister of
Dr. Alice Bastt, Ferndde's treesurer. Miss Bassatt was described in acirca 1930's newspgper article as "well-known
Caoe Cod novelist and author of 'Eternal Degps™ According to the article: "Each year she completes anovel. Miss
Basstt delightsthe guests of the house by reading doud from it." These readings were among avariety of educationd
and cultural activities that were part of atypica summer day a Ferndde. Among other presentations, there were lectures,
on subjects ranging from art to booksto hedth to socid matters, and classical music concerts by Boston musicians.

Memoria Lookout

A rudtic shdter built in 1957 of fieldstone and cedar logs gandsin the front yard of alate 20* century house built on what
was once Ferngde property, immediately to the south of the former "vacation housg' neer Mountain Road. Dedicated as
a"Memorial Lookout", itwas built when the present house lot where it dandswas aportion of the grounds of Ferndide. It
was described in 1957 as affording "a breathtaking view acrossthe valley...a place st gpart for Ferngide folk and their
visgitors to rest and meditate and to absorb the peecewhich only such aplace can give" (See lllustration #13). A plague
placed in the shdter reed:

In loving memory of
Dear friends who mede

And shared the FERNSIDE spirit
This lookout is dedicated
July 14, 1957

Although it no longer is part of the Fernsde property, the Memorial Lookout still andsareminder of the outdoor
activities and the search for rest and relaxation that were amagjor dement of summer life here. Some of the other
outdoor activities offered by atypica Ferngde vacation were hiking, blueberry-picking, crogquet on the lawn, badminton,
lawn-chair-sitting, and hammock-lolling.

Fernsde's Guests

The Ferndgde history describes the sort of girls that were guestsin 1910 and the effect their ays here had upon them (told
from the point of view of the founder. Miss Allen). It dso describes the mutua respect she believed was exchanged
between the working girls and the upper-class women who were their hogessesduring their says.

But what of the girls who enjoy its privileges? Are they of the same dass as those for whom its
doors were opened in 18907
They are the same, yet not the same. They work still in the department stores, dressmaking

(continued)
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establishments, factories, laundries, and retaurants. Their homes are in the same dreets, in South
and Eagt Boston, Roxbury, Dorchester, Charlestown, and similar places. Their wages have increased,
but not =0 much as prices; their hours are about the same They nead change of sceng air, and rest as
much &s ever.

Y et now their requirements are greater, their outlook broader. Whenthey first went to Fernside,
they preferred the dmost unfurnished attic which six or eight could occupy together; now they
dedire the single bed and prettily furnished room. Once they hed to be restrained from going in
large paties to the village and sitting on the Town Hall geps and some complained that there were
only country roadsto walk on. City life must be reproduced as far as possible. Now they gppreciate
the digant view, love the woods and the berry-picking, and have discovered the charm of country
life. The city working-girl twenty years ago had hardly noticed the sky, the clouds, or the stars now
she talks about them. She hes opinions on subjects outsde her own narrow life and likesto discuss
them. Now as then, she desiresonly to rest the first day or two other vacation, and then abandons
hersdf to high spiritsand fun but it isnot so loudly expressed. Something certainly of this change
is due to the amogphere of the house and the influence of the hostesses, who are not only admired
but loved by the girls. Congant companionship in walks, games dancing and entertainments bresks
down all barriers, and they become friends. After two wesks of associaion with those whose
opportunities have bean 50 much greater than their own, the girls are deeply impressed with the
devation of the hogtesses in giving 0 much timeto making their vacation a happy one. On the other
hand the ladies declare that they receive fully as much as they give. The bravery and self-sacrifice of

the working-girl, her sense of responsibility for others, and her unsdfishness are an object lesson not
eadily forgotten.

The Boston Women's Educationd and Industrial Union and Applications for Ferndde Vacations

Fernsde was assodiated with the Boston Women's Educationad and Industrial Union (WEIU). With its membership open
to al wormen, the WEIU, was established in 1877 to aid women in achieving economic and intellectual sdf-rdiance a a
time when socid norms, prejudices, and labor practices mede these gods extremedy difficult. Inabuilding that it owned
on Boylston Street in downtown Boston, this organization offered services, auch as vocational guidance and employment
bureeus, to assis women. Equally importantly, this building served as a"safe" place where women of all dasses could
appear in public without being labded unvirtuous.

Applicants for summer daysa Ferndde were interviewed by an "experienced agenf inthe offices of the WEIU two
evenings awesk during the summer. The fema e agent admitted applicants who brought satisfactory references.
Although MissAllen wrote in ebout 1891 that Fernside was intended for members of what may have been the Boston or
Massachusetts network of working girls' clubs, it seams that membership in any specific organization was not a

(continued)
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requirement for the acceptance of women who applied. None of the available brochures that advertised Fernside indicate
that the clientele was limited to membership inany organization. Sdection of guestswas described as "unsectarian”.
Assuming that this practice was actualy followed, a non-sectarian gpproach would have opened up the opportunity for a
ummer vacation to deserving wormen who might otherwise have bean unable to participate. Non-sectarian acceptance
was important during the late-19"'-early-20* century period, when members of certain religious denominations (Jews and
Catholics, for example) were not admitted to many organizations, clubs, or hotels. No documentation hes bean found to
indicate whether or not the organization practiced racia equality in acogptance of itsguests. It gopearsthat mogt, and
possibly all, of the guestswere originally from Boston. It is not known whether applications were acogpted from women
resding in other places.

By 1910 the house could accommodeate forty-two guests. Organized groups of twenty-one departed eech Saturday for a
two-week gay with agroup returning back to Boston from Princeton on the same day. Some paid their full board and
trave fares, while others received a discount based upon their economic ability to pay. The Fernside history tells of the
guests whose expenses were covered by donations and of other guestswho did not precisdly fit the description "working
girl":

Unlike other vacation houses, no worthy needy girl isever excluded for lack of money. For this
reeson the house cannot be salf-supporting. All those assisted are expected the second yeer if
possible to pay apat of if not al their expenses Three quarters of the whole number lagt year
pad infull. Others paid aweek's board or their fares. Of coursethe names of beneficiariesare
never divulged. When agirl isobliged to leave the hospital where she may have had an operation or
long illness, she isinno condition to return to her work. A few wesks inthe country brings back
her gtrength, and fits her again to earn her living. Such girls are dways welcomed a Ferngide
and are alowed often to remain amonth. The older sister, who goends her daysin making a
home for the wage-earning membars of the family but hes no reedy money, isoften invited.

Se isgladdened by thejoy which surrounds her, and her freedom from drudgery. Nogirl is
admitted under seventeen years of age When the house first opens, and just before it doses,
many middle-aged and older wage-earners are received.

M. Josephine Allen, the Shawmut Avenue Working Girls' Club, and Fernsde

During Fernside's period of greatest importance as asocia experiment, itsfirst twenty years or 0, the operation of the
vacation housewas overseen by itsfounder, M. Josgphine Allen (lllustration #9). The Ferndde history suggests that
Miss Allen's persond involvement as a sponsor in the Shawmut Avenue club led her to establish Ferndde (see above.
Summer Vacation Houses for Working Girls). Not only did she have an important role in planning and organizing the
details and logisticsof the operation of the hogtdry, but she was a0 itsresident manager.

On the occason of thefiftieth anniversary of Ferngde, MissAllen's niece, Mrs. Macolm Taylor, told of her aunt's "great

(continued)
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love of people, of her zed and boundless energy, and of her tirdess efforts through the early yearsto make "Fernsde”
what it hes become” MissAllen'sdescriptions of the details of Fernsgde's founding, its managament, and its daily
activities suggest that she fit very closely the modd of thetypical working-girls club sponsor. Her writings, part of
which are quoted above, indicate that she was not only an able manager but dso an educated and cgpable

woman who welcomed the undertaking of amagjor project outsde the traditionally domestic gohere of the turn-of-the-
twentieth-century American woman. Expressed clearly in her writing are cartain goasthat were characterigic of
working-girls club sponsors: to succor, educate, and refine the manners of women of theworking dasses Sedso
remarks upon another dement that was an important agpect of working-girls' clubs: a cross-dass exchange of
experience ad idees MissAllen expressss her belief that this was mutua and as beneficial to the upper-class hostesses
a6 to their working-class vacation house guests.

Unfortunately, little information hes bean discovered about MissAllen'slife and her credentidls. Considering that she
sams to have played akey role inthe early establishment of programs for the assstance of working girlsin Bogton, itis
incredible that neither her birth and deeth dates nor any obituary or other biographica review other life have been found.
It is known, however, that Josephine Allen was a member of an influential and socialy conscious Bogton family that had
atradition of charitable work. Desocendants of Mayflower passengers, the Aliensmoved in the "righf socid circlesin
Bogton. The socid and professiona importance other immediate family members is confirmed by the publication of their
biographies in one or more referenceworks. Biogragphies of her successful brothers can be found in severd publications,
including onesin Who's Who in New England of 1909.

During her yearsa Ferndde, MissAllen lived & 132 Marlborough Street in Bogton (sse Illugtration # 14 ), with her
brother. Rev. Frederick Baylies Allen, and his family. Rev. Allen, was assgtant rector of Trinity Church in Bogtonwhile
it was under the leadership of the influential Rev. PhillipsBrooks. Subsequently, from 1888 to 1914, he was

superintendent  of the Boston Episcopd City Mission. From 1914 until shortly before his desth in 1923 he continued his
work there s financial secretary.

Their father, Frederick Deane Allen, apartner in asuccessful Bogton dry goods business, was known for his concern for
the poor. He was described as "a charitable and public-spirited citizen, giving freely of histime and meansfor the
furtherance of every good work inthe community and in the Church." Their brother, Francis Richmond Allen, a
successful Bogton architect, was a0 involved in socid causes

Ferndgde desds and other documents indicate that Miss Allen hed the interest and support of mae family membersin her
efforts to asas working women. Her brother. Rev. Frederick B. Allen, was the author of an article, "Must Working Girls
Clubs Be Sdf Sugtaining?', published in 1891 in the periodica Christian Union. In hisrole inaiding the poor a the
Episcopd City Mission, Rev. Allen'swork was closdly related to that of his sister's. One program was an effort not
unlike his sigter's summer vacation house for working girlsin its goproach. Cadled Mothers Reg, it gave respite through

(continued)
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recreation and excursions to overworked or sick mothers and their children. He dso acknowledged the vital role of
women volunteers as socid workers inthe programs of the city mission, organizing Women's Aid as an indispensable
volunteer am of the mission. It is interesting to speculate on how much Miss Allen'swork might have influenced that of
her brother in his own realm and vice versa. Other family members Benjamin Preston Clark and Malcolm Taylor, the
husbands of Rev. Allen's daughters, Josephine and Louisa respectively, served as the origina trusteesfor Ferndde.
Taylor's son, Frederick Baylies Taylor, and grandson, Frederick Baylies Taylor, J. ds0 sarved as trugtees. Thesemen
were hot just convenient maes roped into trusteeships. They too were persondly involved in socid work. Clark and his
wife were active in work with clubs for boys. Macolm Taylor, an Episcopd minister, was by profession active in socid
causes Taylor wess rector of S Thomas Church (Episcopal) in Taunton, Massachusetts, from 1906 to 192 land Generd
Secretary of the Episcopa Province of New England after 1921.

Miss Allen's strength of conviction seams to have bean important in involving her own family membersinthe Fernsde
endeavor. Their goparent dedication to her mission, probably bolstered by the Allen family tradition of socid work, is
one of the magjor reesonsfor the long survival of Ferndde. Two successve generaions of Allen family members
remained actively involved in Fernsde until it dosed in 1989. Her nieces, Josephine F. Clark and Louisa R. Taylor, were
active throughout their lives. Mrs. Clark was actively involved from 1906 through 1960. Mrs. Taylor was for many years
Clerk of the Board of Directors. Mrs. Taylor's husband, son, and grandson were all involved, as well. Her grandson,
Frederick B. Taylor, J. was still amember of the board of directors as the time of the sde of the property in 1989.

The long-time persond  involvement of physician Dr. Alice H. Bassatt (see Illudtration # 15) dso made an important mark
on the longevity and character of Ferndde.  Dr. Bassett, who lived a 56 West Cedar Street in Boston, wias active inthe
early yearsof Ferndgde. After Miss Allen'sterm had finished, e saved as president and then "honorary” president. She
wias the treasurer of the organization for sixty-three years. It was due to her efforts that modern plumbing was ingtalledin
the houssinthe 1930s She ds0 fought successfully to save arow of mgple trees in front of the house when they were
threatened by the widening of Mountain road in 1950s  Sometime inthe 1930s Dr. Bassett bought a house other own on
the west dde of Mountain Road a short distance north of Ferndde. She and her Sdter, novdist Sara Ware Bastt (see
above under Flayhouse Thesatre), goent their summearsthere, alowing Dr. Basst to be closdly involved inthe life a
Ferndgde. The Fernsdeflagpol ewas dedicated to Dr. Bassett in 1950.  The long-time involvement of Fernside presidents
SaraComins, Gertrude E. Lovell, and Doris Campbdl aso contributed to the long survival of Fernside.

Fernside and Other Early Summer Vacation Houses for Working Girls

Is Fernddethe Earliest Summer Vacation House for Working Girls?

Available evidence suggeststhat if Ferngde was not the first vacation housefor working girlsin the United States, it must
have been one of the very earliest. Current research hes discovered no other summer houses for working girlsin operation
any earlier than Ferndde.

No datigtics have bean found to show how many vacation housssfor working girlswere in operation during the late 19*

(continued)
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and eaxly 20" centuries, either in Massachusetts or in the larger United States. Infact, very little information on the
subject of vacation housssfor working girlshes been found & all. Priscilla Murolo'shistory of working girls' clubs
makes severd mentions of girls' vacation houses However, she was gpparently unaware of the exisence of Ferngde,
snce she makes no mention of it.

Miller's Places One of the First Summer Vacation Houses

The earliest vacation house mentioned by Priscilla Murolo was opened in 1890 by the New Y ork Working Girls' Society
a Miller's Hace on Long Idand in New York. Thisisapparently the same operation mentioned ina 1916 editionof The
Club Worker, which described "Holiday Houses a Miller's Flace, Long Idand” belonging to the New Y ork Leegue of
Women Workers. Inawooded setting and with an ocean beach on Huntington Harbor, this property houssd itsguestsin a
group of cottages with goacious porches. Miller's Flace was ussd both for summer vacations and for daytrips.

Other Early Summer Vacation Housss

Murolo notesthat by 1893 severd other vacation housesfor working girlsexised on Long Idand. She d=o ligtsthe
egtablishment of avacation house & Madison, Connecticut in 1892 by the Connecticut Association of Working Girls
Societies and one opened in 1899 & Whitford, Pennsylvania by the Pennsylvania Association of Working Girls' Societies.

The Worcegter, Massachusetts, Y oung Women's Chrigtian Association (YWCA) established what, presumably, was a
working girlsvacation house in Princeton in about 1896, not long after Ferndde began operation.  The 1898 Worcester
County Atlas shows the "Y .W.C.A. Vacation Rest" on Goodnow Road. The property was the gift of Edward A. Goodnow
tothe YWCA in 1895. Goodnow, a Princeton philanthropist, is known to have made other gifts on behaf of women and
the education of women. Nothing is currently known about the operation of "Vacation Rest". YWCA records show that
the house was destroyed by fire inabout 1905. It ssamshever to have bean replaced. A study of the records of the
Worcester YWCA, now being conducted by scholar LisaConnely Cook, may provide more information about the
character and operation of the YWCA "Vacation Rest" ad its place in the history of summer vacation homesfor women.

Early 20th Century Summer V acation Housesfor Working Girls

The largest number of Summer Vacation Housss for Working Girls ssams to have existed inthe early 20th century.
However, the satigtics are few. By 1914 the New York Society for Working Girls was operating five. Other than
Ferngde and the YWCA vacation house in Princeton, only two Massachusetts vacation housesfor working girls, the
Rockport Lodge and Showshoe Cottage, have bean identified by name in research for this project. Thesetwo houses
both date from the early 20th century. A few other Massachusatts Summar Housss for Working Girls are known to have
exiged in the early 20th century, but only through vague mention.

The Rockport Lodge
The Rockport Lodge (MHC form # 320) is €till in operation in the seaside resort town of Rockport. The Rockport Lodge
occupies aformer 18" century farmhouse that hes hed additions medeto it. The additiona construction of a separate

(continued)
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annex dlows it to accommodate numerous guedts. It, like Ferndde, hes atheatre in aformer barn.

The Rockport Lodge was established in 1906 by the Massachusatts Association of Women Workers, under the leadership
of Miss Edith M. Howes (see ebove under Shavmut Avenue Girls' Club). Miss Howeswas a goonsor of the Shawmut
Avenue Girls' Club, as was MissM. Josephine Allen, the founder of "Fernsde" The Rockport Lodgewasthe
replacement for ashort-lived earlier Massachusetts vacation house established by the same organization in 1904 a
Baysde.

The Rockport Lodgewas created to sarve working girls, goparently those who were mambers of the Massachusetts
Asociation of Women Workers (known after 1920 as the Massachusetts League of Girls' Clubs). Like Fernsde, the
Rockport Lodgewass initiated as avacation home offering " cheerful and wholesome service to working women."
Following the dissolution of the Massachusetts Leegue of Girls' Clubsin 1930, the Lodge continued operation under a
trusteeship. For a number of years it was assodiated with the Young Women's Chrigtian Association. After 1946 it was
operated in affiliation with the Women's Educationa and Industrial Union (WEIU) in Boston. Today, many of the
clientele of the Lodge are long-time guests, now advanced in age, who have bean returning for many years. No longer
asodiaed with the WEIU, and following acomplete change inits board of trustees in 1996, the Rockport Lodge today is
making a concerted effort to find a source of young guestsin order to fend off its otherwise inevitable demise.

Over the padt few years ayounger clientele hes bean achieved by renting roomsto young wormen (and, beginning in the
year 2000, dso afew young men ~ in accommodations segregated by gender), who work as summer help in Rockport
areahotds, restaurants, and busnesses It gopearsthat by identifying this clientele market, the hostelry may have found a
niche that will help it survive. Although not vacationers, as were the origina guestsa the Lodge, these new guestsare
young working people similarly in neaed of pleesant and inexpensive summe housing. In an effort to find economical
aummer housing, today's young guests are not averseto shared bathrooms and the traditionally communa life that hes
historically been part of summeas a the Rockport Lodge. Rentds of the theetre and the acogptance of afew overnight
guests have dso hdped the organization kegp operations in the black.

Showshoe Cottege

Another Massachusetts house for working girls is listed in a 1920s brochure of the Massachusatts Lesgue of Girls' Clubs.
It is Showshoe Cottage a Weledey Farms, open for summer and winter sports on Saturdays and Sundays. Showshoe
Cottage was located on the estate of Miss Marion H. Niles, president of the Massachusatts Lesgue of Girls' Clubsin the
1920's. Exactly how it operated and itsdates of exisence have not been learned.

Pennsylvania Summer Vacation Houses

1911 isthe earliest date found in the research for this project for a summer house for working girls in Pennsylvania. In
1911 the Nationa League of Women Workers opened avacation house in Scottsdae, Pennsylvania. It was later operated
by the Westem Pennsylvania Association of Women Workers. 1n 1916, according to a publication of The ClubWorker
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isued that year, avacation house accommodating twenty-six girls was established by the Western Pennsylvania
Asociation of Women Workers. Located in the Ligonier Valley, forty-fivemiles from Pittsburgh, it was described asa
"camp". Itsbuilding, overlooking Loyadhanna Cregk, was built of rough lumber and was rustic in its accommodations.
This vacation house offered camp-like outdoor activities such as hiking, swimming, and picnicking.

Girls' Vacation Association

A Girls' Vacation Association (aso cdled the Working Girls' Vacation Association), established about 1915 in New
York City, helped working girls save money for vacations. The pgpersfor this organization are held by Barnard College,
but have not bean consulted for thisresearch. For that reason it is not known exactly how the organization was operated
or for what kind of vacations the New Y ork organization helped girls ssve Neither is it known whether it providedits
own vacation houses.

Vacation Housesfor Working Girls as Trend Setters

A 1949 article on Ferndde in the Chrigtian Science Monitor daed that vacation lodges similar to Fernsde werethen
being operated in locations all acrossthe country by organizations such esthe YWCA and others. A 1956 Worcester
Sunday Telegram articleon Ferngide called it the oldest vacation house in Worcester County, suggesting that &t that time
there might have been severd others like it in operation inthe region. The article, however, classifies Ferndde together
with summer campsand cals it a"forerunner of campsfor young people as they are operated today by many Worcester
County agencies." It ssamslikely that the authors of both of these articles lumped Fernsde and the concept of the
aummer vacation house for working girls together with summer recreationa campsfor children. Further reseerchis
necessary to better understand how widespread was the tradition of summer vacation housssfor working girls, their
specific higtories, and how they might have influenced trends toward summer campsfor children and young people.

Princeton as a Summer Resort Town

Throughout its history, Princeton hes bean gppreciated for its mountain setting, its scenic landscape, and itsdean air. As
early as the mid-1 8 century, it was the home of the country estate of the Honorable Moses Gill of Boston. Gill was the
sor-in-law of Princeton's namesake, the Rev. Thomas Prince, who wes its largest landowner and one of the founders of
the town. Inabout 1825 Ward Nicholas Boylston of Boston, who inherited Gill's estate, built himself a new brick house,

designed by Asher Benjamin, neer the dte of the earlier Gill manson. That house still stands on the eedt side of
Worcester Road.

SUmmer vecationers first began to come to Princeton in the 1830's, a about the same timethat itstown center was taking
shegpe During that period, visitorssarted traveling here in numbers to pend thelr summers in a plessant country setting
where the air was cool and where the scenic views from Mount Wachusatt were widdly known. The advent of sagecoach
sarvice through Princeton made summer vacations in Princeton more available to a broader public. During the mid ad
late 19%th century, the writers John Greenleef Whittier and LouisaMay Alcott were among hotable summer visitorsto
Princeton. Both were inspired to write about their experiences here.

(continued)
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While the earliest summer vecationers probably took room and board inthe loca tavern or inthe private homes of
resdents, there was enough damand for rooms by 1846 to encourage the congtruction of the Wachusett Hotel (no longer
ganding). Itsood on the Ste of an earlier tavern a the intersection of Worcester Road and Boylston Avenue, facing
Princeton Common. That hotel was enlarged in 1869-1870 to provideatota of sixty rooms. At a later date a twenty-
room annex was aso added. In 1860 a sscond hotel, the Progpect House (no longer standing), was established in the
vacant former Baptist Church, dso on Princeton Common (see above, Wilkes Roper). Originally accommodating
seventy-five gueds, it was later enlarged to acapacity of one hundred. The 1870 Worcester County Atlas shows what
appear to have been a8 many as saven hotels (or possibly a combination of hotds and boarding houses) in operation a that
date. They included the two hotds mentioned above, plus the rustic Summit House (no longer standing) on top of Mount
Weachustt; Mountain House (no longer stlanding), a the southern foot of the mountain; Summer House (the Benjamin
Harrington House/Fernside), a 162 Mountain Road, southeedt of the mountain; Fine Hill House (no longer sanding), east
of and directly oppodte the mountain; and Forest House (on Hubbardston Road, see below under Architecture). The
arriva of the Boston, Barre, and Gardner Railroad in 1870 further encouraged summer tourism in Princeton during the
latter years of the century. From Princeton Depot, which was about Vi milesfrom the center of town, gueststook horse-
drawn transportation to their hotds.

During this latter portion of the 19* century new hotels were built that gopeer to have offered more amenities than some
of the earlier ones However, few, if any, could have been described as "luxury"” hotels. None ssam to have placed more
emphasison luxury and service than on the natura setting and the healthful outdoor activities available in Princeton. In
1904 the large Wachusett House on Princeton Common hed asingle bathtub, located on the ground floor (with the key
available & the desk). Grand View House (no longer standing), acrossthe road from the Mountain House, is said to have
been one of the best-gppointed hotds in town. The good quality of its mattresses was the Mountain House amenity that
deserved mention inlocd histories. In 1885 anew three-story Summit House (no longer standing) replaced the smaller
and more rugtic old hotel onthe same site. However, current research hes not discovered the details of its offerings.
Many other summer visitors sayed a boarding housssthat were operated a various soots around town in private homes

Modern plumbing was not installed a Ferngde until well into the 20th century. Y et, the girls vacation house ssams to
have fallen within the generd sandards of the times for summer vacation living in Princeton, with the scenic views from
its porches, itsdegant stairhal entry, its plessant common room, its library, the ample and pleasantly gppointed dining
room, and itssmdl private bedrooms.

During the late-19* century Princeton's economy depended largely on its hotel trade and summer visitors. |t is etimated
that a the height of its life as a summer resort, the town's population increesed during the summea months by as many as
saven hundred. The swelling summer population crested business not only for its hotels and boarding houses but dso for
vendors of refreshments and amusements, and for its agricultura market, as well.

SUmmer activities gave life to the town. Not only did people climb Mount Wachusett, walk to the lake, and go blueberry

(continued)
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picking and picnicking, but there were carriage rides to soenic places, crogquet matches on the town common, coaching
parades, and dramatic events as entertainment.

Princeton inthe 20* Century

Princeton's heyday as a summer resort lagted through the early yearsof the 20* century. In 1900 the Commonwedth of
Massachusetts took over Wachusett Mountain es a gate reservation. The sate remodded the Summit House Hotel ontop
of the mountain in 1908. Asthe town's largest hotels were destroyed by fire one by one, they were not replaced. The
Grand View Hotd went in 1899, the Wachusett House in 1910, Mountain House in 1914, and the Progpect House (then
known as the Princeton Inn) in 1923. The Summit House burned in 1970.

There wes little incentiveto rebuild snce, during the early and mid 20* century period, the advent of the automobile and
the growing popularity of driving vacations maedealong say & a summer hotd less gppeding than it once had been.
Although people continued to come to Princeton and afew hotds and boarding houses remained in operation, there were
many fewer summer gueststhan before. Around the turn of the 20* century, a number of familieswho had summered in
Princeton during the years of its heyday as avacation oot bought or built vacation houses of their own inthe town.

During the early 20" century, the town returned to its pre-resort life as afarming community. Dairying, orcharding, ad
poultry raising were the mgjor agricultural enterprises.  During this same period the town's earlier successful
woodworking and leather goods industries declined. The number of industrid enterprises in the town fell from 27 in 1875
to fewer than five in 1915. The population do fell from 1,279 in 1870 to 800 in 1915 and to 707 in 1935.

Today Princeton isaquiet town that still presarves much of its historic rural gppesrance and 19¢ century character. This
is 20 despite suburban development that hes expanded outward from the city of Worcester over the padt thirty yeers
bringing with it adramatic increese in population to over 3,200. Although the town isno longer a summer vacation o,
many visitors still come by car to enjoy the scenery. Wachusatt Mountain isdso popular with hikers during the warmer
months. Today the mountain's wintertime ski operation, which attracts mostly regiona day skiers, hes replaced summer
vacations as amajor contributor to the town's economy.

ARCHITECTURE

Harrington House/Fernside and the Federa Style

Dating from the very end of the Federd period, the Benjamin Harrington House/Fernside hes dements characterigtic of
both the Federd and Greek Reviva styles. Thefive-bay,center-entry, center-passage, dde-gable form of the houseis
typica of the Georgian and Federd styles. The simplified and somewhat severe Classicd trim, however, shows the
influence of the Gresk Reviva stylethat was becoming popular inthe United Sates by the mid 1830s

Although high-style examples of the Greek Reviva style were being built during the 1820s and early 1830s in Bogton, the
Fedad stylewas dtill the sdandard for houses of the well-to-do in many smdler places during the same period. In out-of-
theeway New England communities, like Princeton, the Greek Revivd influence mede inroads only gradually.

(continued)
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The houseform mogt typically assodiated with the Gresk Reviva style isthe sidehall-entry, gable-front form of the
ancient Grek temple. Yet, during the 1830's Gresk Revival style houseswere often built for well-to-do familiesin the
traditional two-story, double-pile five-bay,center-entry, center-passageform. For example, mogt of the Greek Reviva
syle houses designed by the noted masterbuilder Elias Carter for the dite familiesof nearby Worcester, were not modded
directly on the Gresk temple. Ingead, dthough they were fully endowed with weighty Classcd detailing, they were
traditiona inplan. Most even had hip roofs, a popular Federd style dement, to givethem amore massive and imposing
look.

The Greek Reviva style dements saen in the Harrington House/Ferngde are more tempered by the ddicate tegte of the
Fedard style. When interpreted by locd builders during the transitional 1820's-| 830's period, Gresk Revival dements
were often less massive than those ssen on high syle examples. Ingtead, they were tregted in the dimmer, more low-relief
idiom of the accepted Federd style.

Examples of this treetment can be ssan a the Harrington House in the exterior low-reief, pedimented gables and narrow
friezesand inthe lightweight interpretation of the exterior and interior corner-block doorframes. It isdso evident on the
interior inthe lightweight effect of the pilaster-architravefireplace surrounds (Photos # 14, 15, 16, 18, 22 & 23). Those
that are the dosest in spirit to the new style are those in the two more formal front rooms (Photos # 14 & 15). Also
Federd, bath in its Roman derivation and in its ddicate proportions, isthe narrow round-arched doorway in the east wall
of the entry hall (Photo # 17) and asimilar window inthe upgairs stairhal (Photo #21). The low-relief, eight-pand front
door (Photos # 3 & 13) and six-pand interior doors (e.g.. Photos# 14 & 15) ssen here are dso digtinctly Federd. | f
Captain Harrington had wanted take the Greek Reviva to heart, he might have chosen aheavy two-panel Greek Reviva
front door, strongly vertical inits lines, and the more typical four-pand Greek Reviva style door for theinterior.

Tha Harrington's House antedated the popularity of the Greek Reviva style in Princeton isclear. Thefirst full-blown
example of the style to gppear in town was the pedimented, distyle-in-antis Congregationa church built & the heed of the
town common (now relocated to the eest Side of the common) in 1838, severd years after the congtruction of the
Harrington House. During the following severd years, other important local buildingson the town common were builtin
the Greek Reviva style. Animposing tetrastyle, temple-front Baptist church (later converted as the Progpect House
Hotel and no longer standing) was built in 1840. In 1842 amodest pediment-fronted town hall further confirmed the
Gresk Reviva as the "style of the day." The largest number of Greek Reviva style houses can be found in Eagt Princeton,
an industrial village that grew up in the town during the mid-19th century period when the style was widely popular.
Vernacular expressions of the style, they were mostly built between about 1840 and 1870. Other examples of the Gresk
Revival, especidly Greek Revival gable-front cottages, can be found scattered through the town. Y et, Snce the town's
population did not grow after about 1840, only a comparatively smdl number of Greek Reviva houses were ever added to
the town's much larger stock of Federd period, and earlier, dwellings.

Porchesin American Architecture
Although afew porches are known to have been used on American buildingsin early Colonial times, they gopeered

(continued)
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somewha more often after about 1730. Y &, even during this later period, porches were still rarely seen, excgpt oninns
and taverns, until after about 1840. During the mid and late 19* century, porches dso becamewidely popular for
American housesin avariety of Szesand styles. Porches, derived from ancient Greek temples, were acommon dement
of Gregk Revival style housss popular from about 1830 through the 1860's. But the porch was mede even more
fashionable by the mid-19* century architectural pattern books of landscgpe architect Andrew Jackson Downing. They
depicted "romantic" houseswith porches overlooking "natura” country settings. The romanticizing of nature and the
availability of lessexpensive, machine-cut building materias mede porches not only stylish but economically available to
agrowing number of familiesduring the mid and late 19* century period. During the second half of the 19* century, most
American houseswere built with porches. Some of them were quite extensive. Often much degper than earlier porches
they were not limited to a single front porch, but wrapped around two or more sdes of the building as do the porches a
Ferndde.

Porches at Harrington House/Fernside

The lace-like design and jigsaw-cut execution of the posts on the front and back porches of Fernside suggest that they
were mid-19* century additions. The gpparent covering-over of the upper section of the doorframe a the main entrance
by the front porch ceiling (Photo # 3) dso suggeststhat a porch was probably not original to the design of the house. For
these reesons, it ssamslikely that the front and back porches, historically caled 'piazzas’ & Fernside, were added when
the Benjamin Harrington House was first converted to use as ahotd sometime shortly before or about 1870. The
addition of these porches was influenced not only by the change in use, from houseto hotel, but dso by the wide
popularity of porches for American dwellings during this same period.

Verandahs and Hotel Life

Porches, more commonly known &s "piazzas’ or "verandahs', were acharacterigtic part of 19 and early 20* century
hotels, epecialy those located in resort or scenic locations. Extensive porches were an important part of very early hotes
found in "healthful" locations. The 1820's Nahant Hotel, mentioned above, hed two leves of porches surrounding it on
al four ddes. Hotd verandahs were asymboal of hospitaity and the heart of summer hotd life. As "outdoor rooms' they
offered hotel guests a public-private goacewhere they could enjoy the healthful benefits of nature inacivilized and
protected environment. Porches sarved as places from which to take the air and enjoy the scenery, or from which to
observe the socid activity of the street. They were dso the mogt popular place in asummer hotd to meat and socidize
with other guests.

The Architecture of Other Princeton Hotels

19" and Early 20™ Century Princeton Hotels Now L ost

The largest of Princeton's 19" century hotels were rectangular, two- or three-story wood buildings with wings or elsthat
were ds0 two- or three gtories inheight. While mogt hed gable roofs, one hed a hip roof and ancther a mansard roof.
Two of them had cupolas on top 0 guestscould look out a the surrounding landscape. Styles ranged from what might be
caled "mid-19* century vernacular, to Greek Revivd, to Stick Style. The architecture of al but one could be classified
& "plain’. The exception was the subgtantial and well detailed Gresk Reviva style Progpect House, originally built asa
church and later converted to use as ahotdl.

(continued)
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All of Princeton's 19* century hotels had porches. Porchesof adesign similar to those a Ferndgde are ssen in
photographs of severd Princeton inns and hotels. Among them are Wilkes Roper's Progpect House (no longer standing),
the earliest portion of Grandview House (no longer standing), Mountain House (no longer standing), and Harrington Farm
before replacement by the present porch (see Illudtrations # 16aé& b for viewsof Princeton hotels).

Princeton Hostelries Surviving from the 19" and Early 20* Centuries

Today, athough none of the largest summea hogtelries survive from Princeton's heyday as a summer resort, a few
remnants of amdler inns and boarding housesdo still exigt. Of those, Ferndde isthe largest and best preserved.  Itisdso
the one with the longest history as ahotd or inn.

Harrington Farm

Harrington Farm on West Princeton Road is similar in gppearanceto Fernside (see Illustration # 17) but historically wasa
little smdler in the size of its accommodations. Similar to Ferndde, it isatwo-gory, five-bay, center-entry, sde-gable,
double-pile. Federd period farmhouse with aone-gory porch acrossthe width of the main faade. 1t was enlarged for use
& asumme inn by the compatible addition of atwo-story wing and atwo-story ell. It first began welcoming summer
guestsabout 1888. In the early 20™ century it hed acapacity of bout thirty.

The integrity of Harrington Farm's building and historic setting is not quite as well presarved as a Ferndde. Front porch
pogtsthat were originaly similar to those a Fernsde were replaced in the mid-to-late 20th century. A large, circa 1990s
restaurant/meeting room section added to itsreer el isclearly amoden addition. Despite itsstill undeveloped
surroundings, the character of itsrural setting hes bean dtered by the recent loss of apicturesque barn that ood across
the road from it.

Two Former Princeton Summer Inns on Hubbardston Road

Two other buildings that once accommodated summea guests survive as single-family dwellings opposite one another on
Hubbardston Road a the intersection with Allen Hill Road. They are Pratt's Cottage and Forest House (or Grimes
House). Although both have had additions medeto them, they still havethe gopearance of single-family dwellings.

Pratt's Cottage

Pratt's Cottage, atwo-story, three-bay, sidehal-entry Greek Reviva style housewes first used as aboarding
housein 1867. It was taken over by membars of the Pratt family in 1876 and was still in operation well into the
20* century. During the early 20" century, it was the only hotel or inn in Princeton that was open year round.

Forest House (Grimes Houss)
This large, two-story, five-bay,center-entry, four-square, hip-roofed housewith paired chimneys was builtin
1795 and eegantly detailed with Classica ornament in the Georgian/Federd style. Possibly the mogt dlaborately

(continued)
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ornamented house in Princeton, it hes an degant circular daircase. It is sdd to have sarved as a Sdage coach
tavern inthe 1820's.

Mount Pleesant House

Mount Pleesant House, built in 1868, was operated as a ummer hotd until 1908. After later enlargements were made to
it, this hotd was able to house batween forty and sixty guests. Separated into two sections and moved gpart in 1912, it
now exigts as two single-family dwellings, each with amansard roof, on Goodnow Road.

Archaeol ogical Significance

Higtoric archaeological resources described above havethe potentia to contribute important information on the early
history of Princeton during a period when dispersed farmateads characterized mogst settlement in the town. Additional
historic research combined with archaeologica survey and testing may identify the sze and architectural details of the
Eveleth House that are currently unknown. Similar reseerch might dso locate various components of the Eveleth
farmstead complex including barns, outbuildings and occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells). This
information can be usad to establish and refine aregiond peattern for 18" century farmstead complexes in Worcester
County and Central Massachusetts in generd. Detailed andysis of the contents from occupationa related features can
aso contribute important socia, cultural and economic information relating to the Eveeth family and the extent that 18*
century residents in the areawere dependant on regiona markets or self-sufficient. Information may be present indicating
some levd of manufacturing was important, possibly a cottage industry, in the farmstead and family economy during the
18* and 19* centuries. Detailed andysis of the contents from occupationa related features can aso contribute important
socia, cultural and economic information on the inhabitants, workers and clientele of the hotd/boarding house (1870),
tavern (after 1885) and summer vacation house for working girls (1890) operated at this location. Archaeological
resources may reflect the extent mora guidance and socia respectability were sressed with working girlsa Fernside,
possibly through diet, material culture, recreation, and education. Structura evidence may dso exigt around the present
building indicating its gppearance and configuration prior to fire damege in 1892 and adaptative patterns of reuse as
functions of the Harrington House changed during the lagt half of the 19* century and early 20* century. No photographs
or descriptions have been found that document the pre-1892 gppearance or configuration of the Harrington House. A
amdl deck on the rear of the north wing, off the dining room replaced atoilet room that was formerly aprivy a the same
location. The barn, originally built about 1870, was converted to a playhouse theater about 1921.

(end)
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Massachusatts Historical Commission. "Reconnaissance Survey Report: Princeton, 1984."
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Anonymous handwritten notestaken from 1838 "Notes and Anecdotes' by Abbey Wilder Davis and Horence Davis,
ca 1990s, Callection Jocdyn and Richard Morrison.

PHOTOGRAPHS AND POSTCARDS
Ferngde Collection, Jocdyn and Richard Morrison
Fernsgde Collection, Princeton Historical Society

PLANS

Frank Wiggins, J., Builder. Girls Vacation House, Hansfor Alterations, June21, 1968. Massachusetts Archives,
Massechusetts Public Safety Records, Y/1/1 #81777.

Herron & Carlson, Architects, Worcester. Hlansfor Renovationsto Fernsde, March 18, 1994 (revised Chenot Associates,
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"Fernside" Worcester, Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 6.73 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on acontinuation sheet)

1
Zone 19 Easting 262/860 Northing 4705/610 Zone Easting Northing

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on acontinuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle Susan McDaniel Ceccacci. consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date May 2002
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telgphone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston gate Massachusdtts Zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name Richard and Josglyn Morrison

street & number 162 Mountain Road (P.O. Box 303) tlephone (978) 464-2741

city or town Princeton gate Massechusdtts  zip code 01541

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C 470 et seq).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundaries of the property corresponds to the lot listed with the Princeton Assessor as Lot 24.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
Lot 24 isa 6.75-acre lot on which the house hes good since the time of its original congtruction in 1835.
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PHOTOGRAPHS, ILLUSTRATIONS, PLANS

Photographs taken by Susan Ceccacc
Photos 15 ae 8x 10", taken in 2000.
Photos 626 ae 3 x 5", taken in 2000.
Photos 27-29 are 3 x 5", taken in 2002

Looking south from Mountain Road, generd view

Main fafade of house, looking eest from Mountain Road

Front door of house, looking eest from front Steps

South end and reer (eest) Sde of house, looking northwest from lawn

West and south facaedes of playhouse, looking north. Bassett flagpole in foreground

G wWwN R

6 Main faBade and south end of houss, looking northeest

7. North gable end, main body of houss, looking north

8. North end of main body of house and porch, looking south
9. North end of north wing with deck, looking southeast

10. Eadt Sde of house showing porches, looking southwest
11, Porch, eet Sde of main body of house, looking north

12 L ooking eedt towards Boston, from reer porch

13 Interior, entry hall, ground floor, looking west

14. Interior, parlor, ground floor, looking southeest

15 Interior, dining room, ground floor, looking northeast

16. Interior, common room, ground floor, looking north from library

17. Interior, doorway from common room to front hall, ground floor, looking west

18. Interior, library, ground floor, looking south from common room

19 Interior, ground floor hal in north wing, looking south into library and common room
20. Interior, large dining room in north wing, looking west

21. Interior, seoond floor hall, looking west

22. Interior, second floor bedroom |ooking northeest

23. Interior, second floor bedroom, 1ooking southeast

24. Thesgtre, interior, looking northwest toward stage

25. Thesetre, interior, Sage, looking north

26. Thestre, interior, unenclosed roof structure, looking northwest

27. Interior, third floor corridor, north wing
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29.
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Interior, third floor bedroom, looking west from door to corridor
Interior, third floor bedroom, shelf, cothes hooks and towel ber

Illustrations

House and barn, ca. 1890-1910, looking northeest

Main faBade, looking eedt ca. 1910

Saen from high field across Mountain Road, looking eedt, ca. 1910
Main feQade and Mt. Wachusdtt, ca 1910

Back porch or piazza, looking south, ca 1910

Reer view, before reconstruction of porches and present deck, ca 1980s
Looking north with playhouse, n.d.

Main entrance to playhouse, with stairway to upgairs goatment, ca 1920s
Map of Princeton, Amos Merriam, 1830

Portrait of M. Josgphine Allen

Broadside, ca 1900, advertising Ferndde

Common room, looking north, about 1910-1920

Library, looking south, circa 1910-1920

Lookout (1957), no longer on property

Bogton home of M. Josephine Allen, 1920s

Dr. Alice Bastt

16. Princeton's summer hotds, 1893

16b. MorePrinceton summer hotels, 1893

17. Harrington Farm, Princeton, late 20" century

E!E@E;Bsoooy.\l@m%wwﬁ

Site magp and photograph key

Firg floor plan and key to photographs

Ransfor dterations, 1963

Second floor plan and key to photographs

Ransfor dterations, 1963

Basament plan

Sketch plan, north wing, third floor and key to photographs
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(end)
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Benj. Harrington House 1835, ca. 1870

" Fernade’ 1892
Barn/Playhouse ca.1870,1921
garage ca. 1920s-30s

Dr. Basstt flagpole
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PLAN #2A  Fandde, Fansfor Alterations, Ground Floor, Frank Wiggins, J., Builder, June 21, 1968.
(Massachustts Public Safety Records, Y/1/1 # 81777, Massachusetts Archives)
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PLAN #3A Fendde Hansfor Alterations, Seoond FHoor, Frank Wiggins, ., Builder, June 21, 1968.
(Massachustts Public Safety Records, Y /1/1 # 81777, Massachusetts Archives)
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PLAN #5 Fernside, Sketch Plan of Third Foor of North Wing



ILLUSTRATION # 1 Fandde House and Bam, about 1890-1910. View looking north esgt












Fernside Piazza

ILLUSTRATION #5 Ferndde back porch, or piazza. View looking south about 1910.



ILLUSTRATION #6 Ezdt (Rear) View of Fardde in the 1980s before the recondruction of pordhes and the addition of the presant dedk eedt of the

The rear view of Fernside with its verandas facing the magnificent view to the east.



ILLUSTRATION # 7 View of Feamsde looking north with playhouse theetre on |eft 9de of photogrgph. The playhouse was convatedfromits origind use
agsabam in 1921
FERNSIDE. PRINCETON, MASS.



ILLUSTRATION # 7a Main entrance to Hayhouse with Sairway to updars goatment san on theright.
Circa1920s1930s?

*FERNSIDE", PRINCETON, MASS.
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ILLUSTRATION #8 Mg of JiocetoayAfassad msetts Surveyed and-Dranvn by Amos Meariam, 1830, with Early
Dividons ad Province Grants Hotted by Frands E. Blake, 1911

The lot on which the Benjamin Harrington HouseFendde dands was Lat # 3 of the Water towvn
Fams sdtion laid out in 1736. Lot # 3isindicated by heavy lines



ILLUSTRATION #9 Portrait of M. Josgohine Allen, pionear in causes for working women and founder of Fardde
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r"I~~HiS hiiusf, fomicrly known & rlu- "Princeton N'acation House for Workiiij® Girls,"
| will open For the sseson on Saturday. July 1 It is condutu-d exclusively for the
bcnefu of women wane-earners, o\er seventeen years of &, and is in Princeton,
Mass, beautifully .stuated on the side of Mount Weadiu-"er. The house is in perfect order,
the table ample, with fresh vegerables daily from the garden. 'I'u- mountain can be
ascended in two hours from the house

Each person is expected to aid in the care of her bedroom and lo do her share of the
table work.  The price of board is B1.()0 a week, and the railroad fares SI.90 for the roimd
trip.  Reduction is made sometimes for those yreatly needing a change of air, but unable
to pay the above prices. |"ach person is expegted to remain two weeks.

All boartl antl railroad tickets must be obtained from the "Fernside Ay”ent," and paid
in advance. She will be a the Women's Hducaiona and Indu.strial Union, No. 26f
Boylston Street, every Tuesday and Friday evening, from 7to 9 o'clock, beirinning'Jue.sday,
June 1™ A drpojsit of fifty centsisrequired & the time of application; thiswill be deducted
laier from the regtilar board.

The parties, twenty-one in each, will leave every Saturday from the South Station, and
ae met a IVinceton station by the "Fernside" caria{re. Applications should be maile early,
& ilif house acconiinodates but forty-two.

All are retpiested to brint; their clothing in bags @ the transjxirtation of trunks from
the .dation is diflicnlt. As tliere a'e no conveniences for persond laundry work, it is well
to brin™r u sufiply of Lmderelothin|j to last tlurintj the sav.

MISS M. J. AlLLIsN, President

ILLUSTRATION #10 Broeddde, dirca 1900 (?), advatigng Fendde as a umma vecation house for working women



ILLUSTRATION #11 Farmsde Cormmn Room, view looking north gbout 1910-1920 ()



ILLUSTRATION #12 Famside Library View looking south, circa 19101920 (?)



ILLUSTRATION # 13 Lookout, now no longer on property beonging to Femdde.  Built as part of Femside in 1957.



132 MARLBOROUGH STREET

ILLUSTRATION #14 The Bogon hame of MissM. Josgahine Allen



ILLUSTRATION # 15 Dr. Alice Bastt, Sucoessor to Miss Allen as the driving force behind Femsde and Femside
treasurer for over sixty years



WOROE&TEIVS COLUMBIAN

WORCESTER'S MOST ATTRACTIVE
SUnnER RESORT.

Tlie pictdircsquc town of Princeton, Mass., is situated

on table land, 1,125 font above the sea level, and e/ tends

southward from the bease

of Wachusett Mountain.

Its bracingair, pure spring

water, scores of pleasant

drives and picturesque

views, attract thousands of

visitors to it during the

summer months for health

and recreation. One of

the great advantages of

Trinceton isthe compara

tive eese with which itcan

be reached. The Worcester division of the Fitchburg

railroad runs five trains daily each waj', through the

town, making close connections at Worcester with

trains to and from Boston, New York, Albany and the

west. The hotels are located from two and a half to

three miles from Princeton station. Well equipped

coaches take passengers over a fine, picturesque road,

walled on either side by birches, maples, pines,

chestnuts, hickories, ash and spruce. This ride is one

of the many charming features of this delightful summer

resort. |t takes only fifty-five minutes to reach it from

Worcester, about two houis from Poston or Providence,

and five hours from New York. And the drive by road

from Worcester is along sixteen miles of as delightful a
road as can be found in New England.

We herewith illustrate with pen and picture its
charming, home-like hotels, from whose piazzas on
every side can be seen the finest scenery that the eye can
gaze upon in New England. The village has its
Congregational church, its Goodnow Memorial building,
presented to the town by Mr. E. A. Goodnow of
Worcester, a native of Princeton, to be used as apublic
library, its Town Hall, store, post office, telephone and
telegraph oOice, and all the conveniences of any first-
class resort. It has been said by those spending
the summer in Princeton, that one can spend an entire
season at this delightful place and take a differentdrive
every day, each one vieing ininterest with all previous
onesin attractions for those seeking rest and recreation.

AN'acliusett House.—The Wachusett House, situated in
the beautiful and healthful town ot Princeton, Mass, has long

TRIBUTE. 195
been favorably known to summer tourists. The fact that
many of the guests have returned season after season for the
last 20 years, furnishes a recommendation of the hotel, the
value of which all will recognize. To the seeker after a cool,
healthful place to spend the summer months, Princeton offers
unrivaled inducements. The ridge on which the Wachusett
House stands is an otf-shoot of Wachusett Mountain, the
second highest elevation in the state, and as we stand on the
hotel piazzawe are 110 feet above the level ot the sea.  This
elevation secures exenijition from morning fogs and from
mosquitoes; the air issingularly dry and bracing; even inthe
hottest weather there is dways a breeze acrossthe ridge, and
the thermometer rarely indicates a temperature above 85°.
The view from this liouse must be ssen to be appreciated.
Rates at the Wachusett will be found as reasonable as good
accommodations and excellent cuisne will warrant, and
specia terms can be made by familieswho wish to make a
long stay, and reduction of regular rates can alwaysbe hadin
June and September.  The hotel contains 60 bed rooms, and
its annex, the Wachusett Cottage, contains 20 more. This
cottage is only a few steps from the hotel. P. A. Beaman &
Sons are the proprietors, as they have been for many years.

Prospect House.—Mr.W. 0. Davis isthe proprietor of
this charming summer home, which has accommodations for
from seventy-fiveto one hundred persons. |t islocated in
the centre of the village of Princeton, near the church, store,
post office, telephone and telegraph office. It has broad
piazzas on three sides, from which is ssen one of the finest
views in New England. The house is very clean and
home-like, the beds are good, and the excellence of its table
is well known to its numerous guests of the past eleven years.
A good stable, both livery and boarding, is connected with
the house. For parties desiring particularly quiet rooms, he
has anumber of attractive cottages at his command in the
immediate vicinity, where desirable rooms can be obtained.
The prices at this excellent house are, per day, $200to S250;
by the week, $600 to iIISOO, according to the location of
rooms, etc.

Criincl View House.—This hotel
was formerly the " Mountain Cottage"
and isowned and conducted by Mr. Wm.
R. Howe. ltisbeautifully situated onthe
eastern dope of Mt. Wachusett, Prince-
ton, Mass. Thishousehas been enlarged,
remodeled and refurnished from top to
bottom. There are open fire-placesin the
parlors, pure running spring water, both
hot and cold, on every floor, bath rooms .axd all the
modern improvements of a city hotel. |t doubtless has the

/\J/\/\A/

ILLUSTRATION # 16a Princgon's simmea haids as they were in 1883
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best «anitar>' ajgiointjm'iits of -.xny linnsc in I'l incrl nn, 'l'lic
business of this popillMr liotd lias ini-n-:isi'i| sn ral)ii|l\

Mr. Howe intends to doulile its caiiarilx lor Ihe inlen1m
ilient of guests next spring, so that iievl season he will easil\
be alile to aeeoiniiUKlatc limboarders. This s|leaks \Hill mi s
not only for the house and its siirrouniliiigs, but for its man-
agement. |t issubstantially furnislie<l. and €\ e-y beilrooiii is
fitted up with tbe finest iiualits of hair mattressi's ami lIlie
best patent springs, a luxury scddoni found in summer hotels.
The views from this house are unsurpassed, .ami the table
supplied with all the delieacies ol the season. A la-L;e farni
eonnected with the hou.se sui>plies the lalile with fresh vege-
tables and berries daily, while the dairy proilnees the I>utler.
ereain .ind milk.

.Mount IMcasailt House. This hotel is ileli*lU fiill\
situated in the midst of a farm of 150 acres. The house itsi |l
stiinds on a lawn Hurrounded by a beautiful urove, ami tlioui;h
ebarmingly retired from the main ro.iil. is so situated .is lo
eateb the cool southwesterly bree/es. This is in every
resiieel a truly comfortable home, A1 has boiTie a high
repvitation for over twenty years. Il has (U'tA-H\e well
furnished rooms, ami its genial [iroiu-ietor. .Mr, (". .\. W'liil-
I;iker, makes the comfcu't of bis guests his e(iiistaiit study.

resort is sit-
Mountain, in

.MotiiKain House.--This favorite summer
uatt-d on the eastern slope of Wacliu.sett

ILLUSTRATION # 16b Mae Princgton smme hatds 1893 fromA Tributeto the Cdumbiam Year by the City of

Woese

I'rimcion, one of tbe most charming locations in the town.
I'idin ils hi®ii ele\.-il.iou, the air is piirt® imd brai-ing, and the
e\ i'iiinL;s of the warmestr ilays are uniformly (ool and deligbt-
fiil.  While overlooking a wiile ext<'nt of varied sctuiery, its
immediate environs abouiul in pieturesiiue views anil beauti-
ful drives. From this high elevation, 1300 fett, there is
seldom ilew igiou the grass, and it is perfectly free from the
humid air and mosiiuitoes so annoying in oth(-r places. The
table .-it this po])ular luiuHe is abundantly supplied, ami its
tinie-honored landlord, Mr. M. 11. Bullard, and bis good
family, ate always on the alert for the comfort of their
numerous guests.

SEASON op,, "*OTOOcfin

Somuiit House. This luuise is located 2(SO feet above
t he s+ Ic\-el, on the summil of Mount Wacluisett, as its name
implies, and this season Mr. V. K. .Miller is its genial laiullord,

who isdoiim all in bis power to make the hotel ;i comfortable
home for those seeking mountain air. The Sntnniit liouse is
loc.-ited on the to|) of Wachusett Mountiun, which is the
sccouil hi;;li" & elcv.ilion in the state, being exceeded only by
(;ra\lock. While the height is sullicient for pure air and a
rnaj;iiilii-cnt \ lew, it is not such as to make the ascent a tire-
some elinili. .\ good road winds with easy gra<les to the top

ol the mountain, disclosing a every turn new beauties of
scenery.'

I-'rom tlu' observatory, where a gotid telescope .'uid Held
f;l;isses are supplied, the (inesl view in tin? state is ob-

tained. Parts of (i states can V> seen, dotted with
villages, cities, towns, lakes, and moun-
tains. .Sunrise as seen from the tiqi of

Wachusett well rep.ays the early riser, and
niiinbers jiass the night there for that pur-
pose. This hotel has .accommodat ions for >0
guests, the rooms being large ami airy, ami
provided with excclliMit beds. Mr. Miller
makes ii specialty of eat.ering for excursion
jiarties, who can have dinner ready for them
on their arrival, by giving notice in advance
by teleplioue or letter. The Summit/ liouse
is reached by rail over the Worcester divi-
sion of the Fitchburg 1! It. and coaches meet
every train at Princeton st,atiou to convey
passengers to the summit.



ILLUSTRATION #17 Princeton, Harrington Fam, asummea hatd in Prinogton.  Late 20th century view taken after porch pogts which hed
formerly looked vary much like those a Femsde hed been dnanged.
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusatts Historical Commission

May 10, 2002

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad plessefind the following nomination form:
"Ferndgde’, 162 Mountain Road, Princeton (Worcester), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and has been 9gned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regiger Director
M assachusatts Historical Commisson

Enclosure

cC. 9.5 Ceccacd, conaultant
Richard ad Josdyn Morrison, omnas
Joyoe Andarson, Prinogton Hidoricd Commisson
Philip M. Connors Rlanning Board Char
Jmes T. Hat, Char, Boad of SHedmen

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.statc.ma.us/sec/mhc



