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The Berry House is a picturesque two~story rectangular wood frame
structure with lapped wood siding. The overall style is vaguely Italianate
with a midwestern Victorian feeling. The entry is recessed left of center
in a front porch. The front door is flanked by glass sidelights. Three
Tuscan columns on the front support the upper story, which is .geparated
from the lower by a belt on this face. A bay window occurs on each side
of the structure. The roof, which is double-hipped, is set off by three
low dormers, one on the front and one on each side. Overall, the house,
which is on a corner lot, gives a feeling of grandeur.

The interior has been remodelled only slightly. The most recent
work, done by the current owner, restored the interior to its original
condition, which includes egg and dart:molding, in-laid oak doors,
stained glass, wooden wall paneling and all other interior woodwork.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is significant for its architecture and because of its
association with James E. Berry, a prominent Stillwater resident. Archi-
tecturally, the structure remains in excellent condition and is by far
the most imposing residence in.the town. It is also one of the oldest
residences in town and, for its age, the best preserved. ’

Marshall Edwards, the house's builder and first owner was both
a banker in Stillwater and a dealer in oil and gas. Wanting a more
cosmopolitan atmosphere, Edwards moved to Tulsa in 1914, Dr. W. C.
Whittenburg, the second owner, was a colorful Stillwater surgeon who
liked to trade cars frequently and entertain lavishly. During the early
1920s, the house served first as a fraternity house and sorority house.
In 1926, James E. Berry purchased the house and it is still owned by
the Berry family.

Berry first ran for lieutenant governor in 1930 but was defeated.
He ran again in 1934 ~ when Earnest Marland was governor - and was
elected. Subsequently, he served with Govs. Marland, Phillips, Kerr,
Turner and Murray. Berry served in WWI, in France, and was a member
of the National Guard until 1940 when the governor told him to resign
from the National Guard or from Lieutenant Governor. While Berry was
Lieutenant Governor, the house was the setting for frequent parties
and housed numerous visiting political dignitaries. Berry maintained
the house as his residence through the years he served as lieutenant
governor.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Lots 1, 2, 3, Block 26, College Addition, Stillwater.
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