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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built for Major Robert B. Reynolds, this distinguished brick home 
sits prominently on a hill overlooking the town of Bearden and com 
mands a magnificent view of both the Cumberland and Smoky Mountain 
ranges. The house still stands on much of its original 100 acres 
although rapid residential and commercial development is threatening 
the remaining acres.

At the time of the Mexican War, Reynolds resigned his attorney- 
generalship of four Tennessee counties and accepted an appointment 
from President Polk in the quartermaster department, with the rank 
of major. He left for Mexico before Knollwood had been started, 
but from Mexico he sent instructions as to how the house should be 
constructed.

The contractors for the house were Eckle and Newman. Reynold's 
own slaves burned the brick for the house on site and practically all 
other materials such as wood and marble were taken from sites close 
by. Total cost of the house was $9,100.

The house was built in the colonial style without the porches it 
has today. Originally the kitchen was 20 feet behind the house but 
in later years a kitchen was added to the main house and the original 
brick kitchen torn down. Despite the rapid and sometimes chaotic 
development going on around the house, Knollwood with its sweeping 
front yard and well kept appearance still retains much of her in- 
t:egrity as an antebellum mansion.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built from 184-9-51, Knollwood is historically significant to the 
Knoxville area because General James Longstreet made it his head 
quarters just prior to the siege of Knoxville. Longstreet and his 
Confederate troops were unsuccessful in trying to dislodge General 
Ambrose Burnside r s troops and soon retreated. The house was 
occupied by Longstreet from November 18 until December 5, 1863.

Because of his alliance with the Confederacy, Major Reynold T s 
mansion was confiscated from him after the War. However, he re 
gained possession after a favorable decision by the United States 
Supreme Court.

In 1888 Knollwood was sold to E. H. Edington who built a wood 
frame kitchen attached to the house. He also added a g2£lte_cochere, 
In 1904- Edington sold the house to Bruce Keener who tore down the 
frame kitchen and replaced it with the present 2-story kitchen- 
bedroom addition. A basement was put under the new kitchen which 
housed the steam heating plant.

1919 saw the house pass from Keener to Charles A. Griffith, a 
wealthy coal operator. It was Griffith who installed all the 
present day electrical wiring. He also added the large 2-story 
columned porch which still graces the front of Knollwood.

The present owners, the Harvey Tucker family, purchased the house 
from Griffith in the early 1950 T s. The Tuckers have successfully 
maintained the basic stately integrity of Knollwood having kept the 
grounds in immaculate condition and furnishing the interior with 
furniture consistent with the house's age.

Knollwood should seriously be considered for the National Register 
not only for its historic past but also because it still gives an 
indication of what life was like in the antebellum South, and is 
an excellent example of antebellum architecture.



Knoxville News Sentinel.» February 23, 1930, "Old Home Has Seen
Histor-ic Changes." 

Hicks, N. L., Historic Treasure Spots of Knox Co. (Knoxville, n.d.)
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NAME AND TITLE:

Jon Coddington
ORGANI ZATION

East Tennessee Development District ,6/14/7^
STREET AND NUMBER:

1810 Lake Avenue
CITY OR TOWN:

Knoxville
STATE

Tennessee

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National IT\ State f~l Local

Name

Title Executive Director____________
Tennessee Historical Commission

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register, ' :. •

mIAALI
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^
Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

D-ite

ATTEST:

r of The National Registefl

Date
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1.

This two-story red brick residence, originally built in a 
rectangular form, reflects the Georgian Revival mode. The 
main source of inspiration appears in late Georgian colonial 
style•

The hip roof, rectangular shape and symmetrical arrangement 
are enforced by the formal treatment of the main facade, collosal 
order pedimented portico entrance, and paired chimneys enclosed 
in the end walls.

The only variaiion in the rectangular plan is the two-story bay 
located on the south elevation, which is a kitchen and bedroom 
wing that was added in 190k. This kitchen replaced a frame 
kitchen that had been attached to the house in 1888. At the time 
of the 190l| addition, a basement housing the steam heating plant 
was put under the new kitchen.

One-story portico wings with balustraded deck roof were attached 
to the north and south elevation in 1919, as was the two-story 
columned front porch with pediment. During this time the present 
electrical system was installed.
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Although some changes have been made to the original Knollwood, 
it remains a significant architectural example of mid-nineteenth 
century building erected by prosperous citizens of Tennessee. 
It is located in an area that was once farm land, but has been 
extensively developed as a residential area. It occupies a 
place of prominence in the area, and its preservation is vital 
to the area.

Although the present owner once owned more land, he presently 
owns only 20 acres. He prefers that less than 10 acres be 
nominated, rather than the entire tract that he owns. For 
this reason, this nomination covers nine acres surrounding 
the house.
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