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1. Name of Property__________________________' ____

historic name Sample. Hncrh W. and Sarah House____________________________

other names/site number.

2. Location

Street & number 205 North Second Street

city or town Keokuk: 

state Iowa_____

N/A D not for publication 

N/A D vicinity

code IA county Lea codelil_ zip cods 52632

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designateo authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this 43 nomination 
G request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
[E] meets Q does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 

jnally Q statewide JS locally. (D See continuation sheet tor additional comments.)

tfftTy
Signature of certifying^*
State Historical Society of Iowa

Date

State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Trtie Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Nati/nal Park Service Certification
I hereb/ certify that the property is:

0 entered in the National Register. 
Q See continuation sheet.

Q determined eligible for the 
National Register 

Q See continuation sheet.
Q determined not eligible for the 

National Register.
D removed from the National 

Register.
O other, (explain:) _____—__

Entered in the 
National B



w
Name 01 Property

Sarah 'House T AA TOTJ^^
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

E private 
D public-locaJ 
D public-State 
D public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

Q building(s) 
D district 
D site 
D structure 
D object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property fating.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously Isted resources In the count)

Contributing
/

Noncontributing 
/ —————— buildings

__________—————_____sites 
f________———-—————.structures

__________-—-————————objects 
2_____!——————]______Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

______DOMESTIC! / C!TlVTf;T.F

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

/ ntJTTT.T.TMr!

WORK IN PROGRESS

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIA^ /

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE
walls ______T3RTPK_____

roof.
other.

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Name of Property

Sarah House Tnva
County and Stata

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
<Manc "x" in ona or mora boxaa tor tha criteria quafifying dia proparty
or National Ragistar Hating.)

O A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

El B Property is associated with the fives of persons 
significant in our past

E C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

D 0 Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in ail tha boxes that apply.)

Property Is:

D A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

D B removed from its original location.

D C a birthplace or grave.

D 0 a cemetery.

Q E a reconstructed building, object or structure.

D F a commemorative property.

D G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

/Areas of Significance
(Enter categories bom instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

POT.TTTPS / rfmror-nmort t-

TRANSPQRTATTDM

Period of Significance
1859-1869

Significant Dates
1859

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Hugh W. Sample

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Unknown•

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain tha stgnificanca of tha proparty on ona or mora continuation ahaats.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite tha books, articles, and othar aourcaa uaad in preparing thia form on ona or mora continuation ahaatt.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36

CFR 67) has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 

. Q previously determined eligible by the National
Register • 

O designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

Primary location of additional data:
& State Historic Preservation Office 
D Other State agency 
O Federal agency 
D Local government 
O University 
D Other 

Name of repository:



Sample, Hugh W. and Sarah House 
Name of Property

T.ota Tnva
County and Slate

iu. faeograpnicai pan

Acreage of Property Less Than One Acre

UTM References
(Race additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 L/j£l
Zone Easting

9\ , I I I . I . .
Northing
I . I . I . .

t t3l_jJ I ' . 
Zone Easting

.1 . i 11,1,,
Northing 
1,1.

D See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation ahaet)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries ware aeiected on a continuation ahaet)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Mrs. C. Dennis (Joyce K. ) Ward____nwn^r

organization Hate

street & number 205 North Second Street 

^frynrtown

telephone (319) 524-8082

state Iowa 52632

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO tor any additional Mams)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Dennis (Joyce K.) Ward

street & n.,mrv,r 205 North Second Street

rfty nr town KeOkUte____________;______

(319) 524-8082

state I ova zip code 52632

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: Thia Information ia being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Placet to nominate' 
properties for listing or determine eligibility tor Hating, to Mat properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request ia required to obfe. 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act. aa amended (16 US.C. 470 et eat).

• & *

Estimated Burden Statement: PubHc reporting burden for this form ia estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Inducing time tor reviewing 
Instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing toe tonu Difeei oomnwnM --
of thi« torn M» »»«-
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The Sample, Hugh W. and Sarah House has stood at the 
top of a hill overlooking the Mississippi River since 
1859. The Sample, Hugh W. and Sarah House consists of a 
two and a half story, Italianate style house. Tall narrow 
windows with elaborated crowns above, low pitch roof, wide 
overhanging eaves supported by decorative brackets, and on the 
roof is a rectangular base that once supported a fine ornate 
cupola, all are apart of this fine red brick home.

The interior is breathtaking with it's fourteen foot 
high rooms on the first and second floors. Windows on the 
first floor in the two main parlors are twelve feet with 
pine shutters. The woodwork is pine and been assembled 
from five mouldings which makes It 11" high and the base­ 
board is 12" high. The interior walls are solid brick 15" 
thick. The staircase is to the left of the double-door 
entry'. The staircase is called a freestanding stairway as 
it is open all the way to the third floor. There are 
twenty-two steps to reach the second floor and twenty steps 
to the third floor. There is a spiral stairway to the roof, 
which once held the rectangular cupola. The chandeliers 
in the two front parlors are identical and have been con­ 
verted from gas to electric. The detail of the chandeliers 
are of a hand holding the fixture and bacchanal figures 
holding aloft game. They are eight feet from the ceiling 
to the bottom of the light. There is a full basement under 
the home where in it's early days the domestic help cooked 
from one of the many fireplaces in the home.

The home is one of Keokuk's earliest. It once had 
a view of the Mississippi River on a high bluff before 
other homes- were erected.

Iron gates and a fence atop a stonewall enclose the 
property.
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There has been little change in the Sample, Hugh W. and 
Sarah House over the years under previous owners. Modern 
plumbing and electricity have been added. The back of the 
house off of the south parlor has been converted from a 
porch to an enclosed room which is now the laundry room, 
also a part of the porch was made into a first floor 
bathroom.

In 1990 the present owners converted what once was 
the serving room, used by the help, into a modern and 
spacious kitchen, 15' 2" North South and 18' 6" East West. 
The food cooked in the basement by the hired help was 
delivered to the main floor by a dumbwaiter. A previous 
owner converted this into a closet which is now a 12' cherry 
wood utility canned goods cabinet.

All the doors, interior, are 8'x3' pine some of the 
doors have grained wood texture visible, The other doors 
have been color-stained.

The seven fireplaces on the two main floors were 
originally heated with coal, two are being used now for 
burning wood, the others have been insulated well until 
owners can convert.

The west parlor (front parlor) has a fine white 
marble fireplace with a case pictorial firebox cover, 
and a massive bevel edge framed mirror of gilded walnut 
above the mantle, is 15'6" North and South and 17'3" East 
and West. The South parlor is 16'4" North and South and 
21'9" East and West. The dining room is 19'1" East and West 
and 13'6" North and South.

Above the double entry way doors and the side-door 
coming into the dining room from the outside, there is 
cranberry etched glass. The front entry doors have the 
cranberry etched glass with a white'center circle of clear 
"wavey" glass. When the chandelier in the main hallway is 
lit it makes a beautiful sight from outside.

Original interior shutters still serve as blinds. 
The 1859 floor plan was for 14 rooms in the three above 
ground stories. The kitchen and dining area are in entirely 
different rooms now on the first floor. The original arrange­ 
ment reflects the time when domestic help abounded. Later 
alterations have all been for the greater convenience of 
occupants who cannot enjoy the 18th century luxury of so 

t much help.
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The Hugh W. Sample and Sarah House is locally signi­ 
ficant under National Register Criterion C as one of the 
finest and most intact examples of Italianate residential 
design in Keokuk. Completed in 1859, this house is ore 
of several textbook examples of the Italianate constructed 
in Keokuk during the antebellum boom engendered by Keokuk's 
leading role in upper Mississippi River commerce.

With transportation developments being central to the 
city's reason for being and its future prospects, Hugh W. 
Sample, a leading local political figure from the late 
1840's to the early 1860's, was among the City's key. 
leadership in fostering principal river and railroad pro­ 
jects.

Sample built this house in 1859 at the peak of his 
prominence, having just served as mayor and leading in 
the soon-to-be-successful struggle to obtain an eastern 
railroad connection for Keokuk. A controversial man of re­ 
puted pluck, during earlier years the state's voters elected 
Hugh Sample--the Democrat endorsed candidate— as President 
of the Board of Public Works charged with' responsibility to 
carry out the Des Moines River Improvement project, a reg­ 
ional project of key importance to Keokuk's dream to be­ 
come the main center for trade in the Des Moines River 
Valley.di

In 1849 Hugh W. Sample came to Keokuk, with his 
wife, Esther, and two sons Samuel and William. In 
1850, his wife died. In 1852 he married his second 
wife, Sarah, she was known to be his lovely and excellent 
wife, a lady that adorned society, and made herself the 
example of all that belongs to womanhood touching time 
and for eternity.

This structure is significant because of its degree 
of integrity and architecture serve to recall the period 
of transportation related boom in Keokuk. This structure 
is one of a number of surviving Italinate buildings from 
this period. This kind of building was significant during 
the boom period and represents one of the styles or forms 
that gave the period its charactaristic look and feel. 
The integrity of this structure makes it a good represen­ 
tative of the type and time. It retains the shape and 
massing of Italianate buildings. This with its low sloping 
roof and characteristic brackets mark it as a representative 
example of the Italianate in Keokuk from this time.
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It has been found in some articles printed by the 
newspapers of the time, that Sample was efficient, 
highly motivated; in an old biographical sketch it is 
written of him :"...though of high character and pleasant 
address his frank and outspoken opinions constituted a 
barrier to great personal popularity".

In an article written from the Keokuk Daily Post, 
Feb. 20,1857, Mr. Sample's efforts in behalf of the 
Keokuk Railroad Charters, have been entirely successful. 
The legislature has granted four charters, mainly for 
an eastern connection.

An article from the Keokuk Daily. Post, March 7, 1857. 
Written to H.W. Sample."Your neighbors and fellow citizens, 
feeling a deep interest in the onward march of our 
city in business and public improvements, and believeing 
her permanent prosperity can be secured only by an efficient 
and judicious management of resources, would respectfully ask 
your consent to serve as the Independent candidate for 
Mayor at the ensuing April election."

Sample's reply in the Keokuk Daily Post. March 11,1857 
11 . . .Gentlemen-your very flattering letter published in the 
daily papers of the city, asking the use of my name as an 
independant candidate for Mayor of this city, has been 
considered. My political and social position being well 
understood, my name is at your service in accordance with 
your request, and should I be elected the next Mayor of the 
Gate City "although it would be a sacrifice of time on my 
part", I shall not be found faltering in my efforts in 
keeping the "gate swinging". And discharging the duties 
of the position, for the general interests of the whole city,
and nothing but the best interests thereof. Independent 

of function or sectional influence in every department". 
Respectfully yours, H.W. Sample.

Article from the Gate City, Thursday, April 1, 1869
DEATH OF HUGH W. SAMPLE

"Hugh W. Sample died yesterday at 1 o'clock. The event 
was not unexpected, but for some days, past hopes had been 
entertained for his present recovery. He himself hoped and 
thought that he might be able to live until our state fair 
was over. He was animated by the unconquerable spirit and 
indomitable purpose that marked his whole life up to the 
very hour of his death. Crowds of friends visited him- 
during the past couple of weeks. He always received them,
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talked freely and fully, and rarely gave in'to exhaustion. 
Day before yesterday, the death shows began to rest unmis­ 
takably upon him, and he sank gradually to the end.

So dies Hugh W. Sample, fifty-five years old. His death 
is profoundly regretted by our people for it is an irreparable 
loss to Keokuk. Those among us who were his enemies, unite 
with his friends in deploring his loss. The prospect of that 
loss made them forgetful of grievances and thoughtful only 
of his merits and his value as a citizen. He has left his 
impress on our city. So long as it has a history, he will be 
remembered.

General Sample was an extraordinary man. Born in 
Washington County, Pennsylvania, coming to the west when a 
poor boy, he was the architect of his own fortunes. The man 
was more than anything he ever did. He was a wonderful brain 
force and the most pluck of any man we ever knew. If he ever 
felt fear, he never showed it. He was impulsive and apt to 
be wrong, far after to be right, and whatever he did, he 
did with his might. He leaves more monuments of his enter­ 
prise and executive force, in and about our city, than 
any other of our citizens do. He would have lived longer 
if he had performed it without care of himself. So careless 
was he of the opinions of others that he got in life far 
more censure and much scantier praise than was his due. We 
could fill column after column of acts of his that have come 
to our knowledge, which show the man much fitter than most- 
acts, the simple narration of which are worth volumes of 
eulogism.

He leaves a wife and two sons. The latter Captain 
Sam S. Sample and Mr. Will S. Sample, both residents of 
this county, are well known, and it is not the least of 
Hugh W. Sample's honors that he was the father of two such 
sons."

"Funeral of H.W. Sample" Keokuk The Daily Constitution 
April 3, 1869, P.4"

"There probably has never been witnessed in Keokuk 
a larger or more imposing funeral than that which followed to the 
cemetery the remains of H.W. Sample yesterday. The cortage 
reached a distance of four blocks on Main Street, and was 
headed by the silver coronet band, which discovered the 
most solemn and appropriate music. The Masonic orders and 
Fire Department on foot, and the Clergy, City Council members 
of the Bar and a large number of citizens in carriages 
participated in the solemn rites of the occasion. At the
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At the intersection of Fifth and Main streets, an immense 
crowd of people gathered to witness the procession, during 
the passage of which the bells were tolled and business 
houses generally closed. Everything, was done that could 
be done to make this funeral a very impressive one."
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Sources

The Keokuk Gate City andConstitution- Democrat Fri. Aug. 4 
1950 Keokuk Public Library

The Gate City Wed. July 21, 1869 Keokuk Public Library

Abstract of Title Hugh W. Sample and Sarah House, to Lots 
seven (7) and eight (8) in block ten (10) in the city 
of Keokuk, Ralph B. Smith, Lee County Keokuk, Iowa

Rathburn Associates Peter Rathburn & Associates 
Keokuk multiple properties cover Document. 1988

Davis Papers Caleb Forbes Davis 
Keokuk Public Library
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Lot seven (7) Block: ten (10) original city of Keokuk 

Lot eight (8) Block Ten (10) original city of KeoJcuk
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BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

Boundary includes the house and the land historically 
associated with the property.

Lot Seven (7) in Block Ten (10) in the City of Keokuk, 
Lee County, Iowa, was drawn in the Decree if Partition of 
The Half Breed Tract by Rosalie 0. Glein in Share Three (3). 
Lot Eight (8) in Block Ten(lO) in the City of Keokukv Lee 
County, Iowa, was drewn in the Decree of Partition of the 
Half Breed Tract by Samuel Marsh, William E. Lee and Edward 
C. Delavan, Trustees of the New York Company in Share Twenty- 
ywo (22).
District Court at Ft. Madison Record Book 3, page 103, 
October 7, 1841.
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Standard Atlas of Lee County 

Geo. A. Ogle & Co. 
Copyright 1916 P. 23 
Assisted in record work and platting 
by Ralph B. Smith of J.F. and N.M. *F 
Smith, abstracters, Keokulc, Iowa
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Sample, Hugh W. and Sarah House
205 N. 2nd. St.
Keokuk, Iowa Lee County

Date: 1994
Photographer: Joyce Ward 
Negatives: SHPO 
View:

1. To N
2. To N
3. To W
4. To W & S
5. To W & S
6. To E
7. Taken from dining room looking into south parlor.
8. Taken from south parlor looking into dining room.
9. Taken from s. parlor looking into north parlor.
10. Looking into south maids bedroom.
11. Looking into east bedroom.
12. Second f±oor hallway looking to the north.
13. Stairway to the third floor and oval window coming 

from first floor stairway
14. Master bedroom.
15. Master bedroom looking to the west.
16. Looking into north bedroom.
17. Taken from north bedroom looking into hallway.
18. Taken from north parlor looking into south parlor.
19. Taken from back hallway looking into the kitchen.
20. Taken from hall looking into the kitchen.
21. Taken in kitchen part behind fireplace.
22. Looking at eating area of kitchen, door going into small hall
23. To S & E
24. Taken from dining room looking into north parlor.
25. Taken from dining room looking into first floor hall­ 

way and north front entry.
26. West picture of stonewall and iron fence.
27. North picture of stonewall and iron fence that surrounds 

house from north to west.


