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7-1 DESCI’iptiOﬂ Forest Park Heights Historic District

Condi tion Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal t ered original site
—K good ruins X altered noved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Forest Park Heights District isa tumof-the-century planned residential devel opnent in
the sout hwestem sectionof Springfield. Conprised of sone 700 structures, the area totals
172 acres, locatedon a plateau overlookingthe valley forned by the confluence of the
Westfield and Connecticut rivers. Forest Park, a 735 acre public park, lies to the south.

Historically, Forest Park Hei %hts devel oped i nthree distinct sections which are unified by
their,proximty indate and their residential character, as well as scale, mterials, and
siting. The first section, a 75 acre tract of |and bordered by Ft. Pleasant, Bel nont, and
Summer Avenues, was acquired around 1890 by the Mittial Investment CGonpany. During the years
1893-99, therewas a mininmal anount of construction along Churchill, Geenleaf, Fairfield,

and Garfield Streets, and portions of Summer and Forest Park Avenues. Major devel opnent
occurred inthis sectionfromthe early 1900's through 1916 al ong Mapl ewood Terrace, and
Randol ph, Oxford, Riverview, and Muntainview Streets. A second devrel opnent é;roup , the Forest
Park Hei ghts Conpany, was formed in 1893, and acquired 51 acres of uninproved |and fromthe
Mtual Investment Conpany, which |ay south of Summer Avenue and west of the park. During

the first 13 nonths, six streets were OEened and graded, with Magnolia Terrace, a boul evard
with central mall, acting as the main thoroughfare. A third section, lying north of the
Mitual | nvestment Qonpany devel oprent al ong Bel | evue Avenue and Marengo Park, was devel oped

by local |unber dealer DL Snaan, who purchased the area in 1894. Building occurred al ong
Marengo Park between 1891-1907. Bel |l evue Avenue was developed a little later, c. 1907-1927.

Much of the district's present character results fromthe devel opers conscious attanpt to
provide diversity within a structured framework. This ori?inal intent remains clear inits
architectural setting and I|andscape design. A diversity of architectural styles charcterize
the district, with representative exanpl es of Queen Anne, Shingle, Stick and Arts and Crafts
designs, inaddition to Georgian, Tudor and M ssion Revivals. Since it was the intention

of the Forest Park Heights devel oEers that no two dwellings be exactly alike, there is nmuch
variation of door, w ndow and gable omanent; a picturesque effect iscreated i nnany houses
b%/ the use of projecting bays and attached towers. Hones north and east of Summer Avenue,

the first sectionof devel opnent i n Forest Park Heights, di Sﬁ| ay the decorative shingles,
towers, and el aborate chiiraiey brick-work characteristic of the Queen Anne period. Subsequent
bui I ding al ong Sunmer Avenue reflects the symmetrical plan, restrained classical detail of the
Ceorgian Revival style, whilestill later devel opment south of Summer Street, and north al ong
Marengo Park continues features of the Georgian Revival style, as well as the banded casenents,
smal | -paned w ndows, and stucco wal | s of the Tudor style.

In addition toits architectural integrity, the Forest Park Heights District retainsits
erfginaluniformt?/ of scale, setback, and overall| density. The majority of early houses are
single famly dwellings, 2 to Th stories i nheight; the trend toward two and three-famly
dwel I ings di d not becone popul ar until after 1909, and was concentrated on the peripheries
of thedistrict. There are also a nunier of nultiple-famly residences, including several
brick apartnent buildings constructed between 1914 and 1918 on Sunmer Avenue. A uniform
sethack was adhered to I nhousing construction; this setback was enforced inlater building
activity through covenants placed on the scale of uninproved |ots when controlling setback,
as wel |l as scale and architectural quality.

Devel opnent of Forest Park Hei ?hts included an el aborate | andscapi ng pl an which invol ved cl ear-
ing of land, grading streets, [aying sidewalks, El anting trees, and creating small public parks
Streets were laid out to followthe contour of the land. Inthe sectiondeveloped south of |
Sunmer Avenue, street nanes follow a forest thene. The focal point of this area i s Mgnolia
Terrace, a wide, 1500 foot long landscaped street with a center terrace 25 feet i nwdth. '
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and several structures devoted to rel i&ious purposes (M #36, 272). The nost inportant
of these i s the Faith Congregational Church, conpleted in 1912 and designed inthe late Gothic
Revival style by local architects EG and GC Gardner.

Forest Park Hei %hts I s aunique, remarkably cohesive district. Nearly sixty years have

el apsed since the Forest Park Heights devel opment was essentially conpleted, yet it remains
virtioally intact with itslate 19th century uniformsetbacks, constant building scale,
consi stency of street plantings, andoverall uniformdensity.



BK Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below

prehistoric .archeology-prehistoric X community planning X landscape architecture. religion

1400-1499 ~ archeology-historic conservation law science

1500- 1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture

1600-1699 " architecture education military social/

1700- 1799 art engineering music humanitarian
JL- 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater

1900- communications industry politics/government transportation

invention , other (specify)

Specific dates 1893-1915 Builder/Architect Mutual Investment

Forest Park Helglitb Cuiiipany

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Forest Park Heights District possesses integrity of [ocation, design, materials, and
setting and i ssignificant as alargewel|-preservedresidential devel opnent which clearly
reflects the mddle class life-style of Springfield s golden age. This period, spanning
the later 19th and early 20th centuries, was one of trenendous growth and prosperity for

the city andresulted fran the industrial expansion initiated during the Civil Vr. Today,
this tumof-the-century suburb continues toreflect the conscious intent of its devel opers
to provide avariety of designs andresidential building types while maintaininguniformty
in scale and density, sothat |arge nunbers of Springfield s popul ationmght be housed i n
a stylish but affordable fashion. The district thus neets criterion Cof theNational

Regi ster of Historic Places.

Initial plans for Forest Park Heights were fostered i nthe early 1870's when a group of
Springfield s influential citizens purchased a |argewooded tract of land i nthe city's
southwest comer. This gi'oup included Sanuel Bow es, publisher of the Springfield Daily
Republican aswell as Orrin Geenleaf, one of the cit?/' s first park conmssioners whosegift
of 64 acres i n 1883 had establishedForest Park itselt. Devel opment of the area began
during the 1880's-90's, andwith the advent of the electric trolley in 1890, Forest Park

Hei ghts becane the focal point of many realtors' connunity planning ventures.

The first major investment inthe area occurred i n 1889 when the Mitual |nvestnent Conpany
was formed by John and W I | i amMKni ght, the realtors who had been responsi bl e f or devel opi ng
Springfield s first suburb inthe northeast sectionof the city (MKnight Historic District,
NR 4/26/76). They acquired a seventy-fiveacre tract bordered by Fort Pleasant, Bel nont,
and Sunmer Avenues and during the years 1893-1899 aninimal anount of construction occurred
along Churchill, Geenleaf, Fairfield, and Garfield Streets, aswell as portionsof Summer
and Forest Park Avenues. This initial activity was tenporarily curtailed by financial prob-
lens i nthe MKnight District but nore extensive devel opnent occurred between 1900 and 1916
al ong Randl oph, Oxford, Riverview, andMuntainview Streets as wel| as Mapl enood Terrace.
During both periods, the Mitual Investment Conﬂ)any adhered to apoli c% of selling either com
ﬁ)any constructed houses or uninproved lots with alegal restriction that nohoiiSe costing

ess than a specified anount be erected. As aresult, only houses of excellent quality
forned the neighborhood.

The Forest Park Heights Conpany, organized by Louis F. Newnan i n 1893, devel oped a second
section of Forest Park Heights -- a 51 acre tract south of Sunmer Avenue - inplenmenting acom
prehensive plan for commnity devel opnent which enconpassed residential construction as well
as extensive streetscaping. Newnan, anative of A abama, was educated in Gernany and spent
several years abroad, v*ich later influencedthe landscaping features heeffect I nForest
Park Hei ghts. The conpany's expenditures for street construction during the first year of
devel opnent anounted t o $10, 000, Street nanes were sel ected i n accordance with a forest thene,
such as"Firgl ade Avenue,” "Sprucel and Avenue,"” and P newood Avenue, " andwere nodem zed

by the use of gas, water, and sewer mains. Thirteen houses ranging from $4200t 0$12,000 i n
price were erected for atotal cost of $65,000. Al | houses with one exception were built
fromplans fum shed by the Forest Park Heights Gonpany and of t en designed by Newnan himsel f.
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unusual exanpl es of native vessels nade tommc 17th-century English forns.

Faunal remains were also reported. The materials arepresentlycurated at the
Springfield Science Miseum

No field examnations have been conducted at thesite since the 19th-century. The
degree towhich the 19th-century excavation and house construction disturbed the
archaeol ogical site i s unclear. However, significant portions of thesiteare

likely toretain integrity, especially onthegrounds of thehouse i nareas of f the
top of thebluff where previous excavations were concentrat ed.
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89 -
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according tothe criteria and procedures setforth bythe Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title Executive Director, Mssachusetts Historical Coomssion dae 2
For HCRS use only
t hereby certify that this property isincluded in the National Register .1
date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: 0o - o ' o' o ' n nndate' 1
Chief of Registration

GPO 938835



Statenment on Phot ogr aphs

The phot ogr aphs whi ch acconpany this nom nationwere taken i n 1974 when t he
area was proposed as a local historicdistrict. Partly because that status
was attained in 1975 the area has not changed i nany appreciable way. The
phot ographs continueto illustrate the appearance of the Forest Park Hei ghts
Historic District. The nunbers refer to street nunbers which are printed on
the district nap.
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7. Description Forest Park Heights Historic District

Condi tion Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal tered X original site

—K good ruins X altered noved  date M1 ft'
- fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Forest Park Heights District isa tumof-the-century planned residential devel opment in
the sout hwestem sectionof Springfield. Conprised of sone 700 structures, the area totals
195 acres, locatedon a plateau overlooking the valley formed by the confluence of the
Westfield and Connecticut rivers. Forest Park, a 735 acre public park, lies to the south.

Historically, Forest Park Heights developed i nthree distinct sections which are unified by
their proximty indate and their residential character, as well as scale, materials, and
siting. The first section, a 75 acre tract of |and bordered by Ft. Pleasant, Belnmont, and
Summer Avenues, was acquired aroimd 1890 by the Mitual Investnent Conpany. During the years
1893-99, therewas a mniml anmount of construction along Churchill, Geenleaf, Fairfield,
and Garfield Streets, and portions of Summer and Forest Park Avenues. Major devel opnent
occurred inthis sectionfromthe early 1900's through 1916 al ong Mapl ewood Terrace, and
Randol ph, Oxford, Riverview, and Muntainview Streets. A second devel opnent group , the Forest
Park Hei ghts Gonpany, was forned in 1893, and acquired 51 acres of unnirproved |land fromthe
Mitual Investnent Conpany, which |ay south of Summer Avenue and west of the park. During

the first 13 months, six streets were opened and graded, with Magnolia Terrace, a boul evard
with central mall, acting as the main thoroughfare. A third section, lying north of the

M tual Investnment Qonpany devel oprment al ong Bel | evue Avenue and Marengo Park, was devel oped
by local |unmber dealer DL Saan, vAio purchased the area in 1894. Building occurred al ong
Marengo Park between 1891-1907. Bellevue Avenue was developed a little later, c. 1907-1927.

Mich of the district's present character results fromthe devel opers conscious attenpt to
provide diversity within a structured framework. This original intent remains clear inits
architectural setting and landscape design. A diversity of architectural styles charcterize
the district, with representativeexanples of Queen Anne, Shingle, Stick and Arts and Crafts
designs, inaddition to Georgian, Tudor and M ssion Revivals. Since it was the intention

of the Forest Park Heights developers that no two dwellings be exactly alike, there i smch
variation of door, wi ndow, and gable omanent; a picturesque effect is created i nnany houses
by the use of projecting bays and attached towers. Hones north and east of Summer Avenue,

the first sectionof developnent in Forest Park Heights, display the decorativeshingles,
towers, and el aborate chimey brick-work characteristic of the Queen Anne period. Subsequent
building along Summer Avenue reflects the symmetrical plan, restrained classical detail of the
Georgian Revival style, while still later devel opment south of Summer Street, and north along
Marengo Park continues features of the Georgian Revival style, as well as the banded casenents,
smal | -paned w ndows, and stucco wal|s of the Tudor style.

In addition to its architectural integrity, the Forest Park Heights District retainsits
originalunifomty of scale, setback, and overall density. The majority of early houses are
single fam |y dwellings, 2 to 2h stories inheight; the trend toward two and three-famly
dwel I'ings di d not becone popular until after 1909, and was concentrated on theperipheries
of the district. There are also a nunber of multiple-famly residences, including several
brick apartment buildings constructed between 1914 and 1918 on Surmer Avenue. A uniform
setbhack was adhered to i nhousing construction; this setback was enforced i nlater building
activity tiirough covenants placed on the scale of uninproved |ots when controlling setback,
as well as scale and architectural quality.

Devel opnent of Forest Park Heights included an el aborate | andscaping plan which involved clear-
ing of land, grading streets, laying sidewal ks, planting trees, and creating small public parks.
Streets were laid out to follow the contour of the land. 1Inthe sectiondeveloped south of
Summer Avenue, street nanes follow a forest theme. The focal point of this area i s Mgnolia
Terrace, a wide, 1500 foot long |andscaped street with a center terrace 25 feet in width.
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At the entrance facing Sunner Avenue stood two |ife-sized bronze [ions on brownstone bases,
model ed after lions inthe Tuileries Gardens of Paris. These were designed by J.L. Mtt Iron
Wrks of Nw York, as was the bronze bird fountain which also stood on the terrace. Bronze
urns with flowering plants were placed at street intersections. The Forest Park Heights
Gonpany planted 100 nmagnolia trees on the terrace, and Iined other streetswith a variety of
trees including domestic oak and birch, as well as inported tulip trees and European |indens.
Trisected, terraced areas also appear in the center of Mapl ewood Terrace, Riverview Terrace,
and Washi ngton Boul evard. Several smaller |andscaped parks are located in areas bhoth to the
north and south of Summer Avenue. These include a triangular parcel near Fairfield Street, and
the circular plot of Florentine Gardens. This circular parcel of land -- located at the
intersection of Florentine Gardens, Cherryvale and Sprucel and Avenues -- was the site of "Floral
Park," Floral Park was developed into three tiers, with a variety of flowering shrubs on each
tier. A shallow circular pool with fountain was placed on the uppernost tier. The entire
structure was approximately 25 feet high; deteriorated through neglect, it ws removed during
the 1940 s.

Representative Buildings withinthe district are described bel ow

#188 Summer Avenue ) Photo #15): This 2h story Classical Revival house follows a symetrical
plan with clapboard sheathing and hip roofs. Interestingfeatures which distinguishthe
structure include: a tw story nonunental central portico supported by lonic colums, and

| ancet tracery on the upper w ndow sashes. A centrally placed hip-roofed dormer adopts an
unusual Palladian form with clapboarding in place of side w ndows.

#41 Fairfield Street (Photo #13): This Ih story shingled hone, with itsirregular roofline,
assymetrical plan, and imaginative decoration is a ?ood exanpl e of the Queen Anne style.
Inventive multi -Eaned wi ndows appear in a variety of square, rectangular, round, and Palladian
shapes; unusual broken-scroll gables with Palladain w ndows highlight the front and north
facades. Among other distingulshingfeatures are the round comer tower and shingled porch
col utms supporting a first floor porch (with open upper deck),

#79 Riverview Terrace (Mp #283): The Charles MKnight House is a fine local exanple of the
Arts and Crafts style, with itsstuccoed walls, tall end chimey, overhanging eaves and horizon-
tal bands of three or four small-paned windows. 7An unusual roof design, using a dowward
curving rounded roof edge, imtates the thatched roofs of early English cottages.

#2 Firglad Avenue ( Mp #163): Built .in1914 as a two famly hone, this 2% stoiy structure
remains intact, and displays many features of the Tudor Revival style, itsstuccoed walls and
stained trimresembling the exposed tinmber framng of English medieval architecture. The
facade is domnated by a large two story porch with stuccoed piers. Centrally placed on the
slate roof is a double dormer with pedinent, Doric pilaster strips and tinmber frame trim

(145-151 (145, 147, 149, 151) (Maps #228, 229, 230) Summer Avenue: The 40 Ten Bl ock consists
of two 4 story brick apartment buildings with bracketed decks on each |evel, centered on the

3 bay Surmer Avenue facade. A string course runs the length and width of the buildings at roof
level, surmounted by a crenelated parapet. The narrow single and triple wi ndows are sinply
trinmed with masonry lintels and sills,

There are few intrusions of newer buildings or non-residential uses in the district. The
majority of later multi-fam |y structures were built before 1930. Non-residential structures
include 4 mnor comrercial buildings (Map/lnventory # 36, 42, 44, 45), a school building (#43)



FHH-«-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet | tem mmber 7 Page

and several structures devoted toreligious purposes (Mp #36, 272) . The most inportant
of these i s the Faith Congregational Church, conpleted in 1912 and designed i nthe [ate Gothic
Revival style by local architects EG and GC Gardner.

Forest Park Heights is a unique, remarkably cohesive district. Nearly sixty years have

el apsed since the Forest Park Heights devel opnent was essentially conpleted, yetit remains
virtually intact with its late 19th century uniformsetbacks, constant building scale,

consi stency of street plantings, and overall uniformdensity.

(continued from section 10)

The local boundaries were drawn t oincludethe greatest concentration of unalteredsingle
fam |y housesi nthe area historically known and devel oped as Forest Park Heights. See
section seven for details on the devel opment of the area.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric X community planning X landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_X_1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
X 1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specificdates  1893-1915 Builder/Architect Mutual Investment

— Forest Park Heights Cuiipaiy

statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Forest Park Heights District possesses integrity of location, design, materials, and
setting andis significant asa largewell-preserved residential devel opment which clearly
reflects the mddle class life-style of Springfield s golden age. This period, spanning
the later 19th and early 20th centuries, was one of trenendous growth and prosperity for

the city andresulted from the industrial expansion initiated during the Civil Wr. Today,
this tumof-the-century suburb continues toreflect the conscious intent of its devel opers
to provide avariety of designs andresidential building types while maintaining uniformty
in scale and density, sothat |arge nunbers of Springfield s populationmght be housed i n
a stylish but affordable fashion. Thedistrict thus meets criterion Cof the National

Regi ster of Historic Places.

Initial plans for Forest Park Heights were fostered i nthe early 1870's when a group of
Springfield s influential citizens purchased a | arge wooded tract of land inthe city's
southwest corner. This group included Samuel Bow es, publisher of the Springfield Daily
Republican as well asOrrin Greenleaf, oneof the city's first park conm ssioners whose ¢ift
of 64 acres in 1883 had establishedForest Park itself. Devel opnent of the area began
during the 1880's-00's, andwith the advent of the electric trolley in 1890, Forest Park
Hei ghts becane t he focal point of many realtors' commnity planning ventures.

The first major investnent inthe area occurred i n 1889 when the Mitual Investnent Conpany
was formed by John and W | | i amMKnight, the realtors who had been responsible for devel opi ng
Springfield s first suburb inthe northeast sectionof the city (MKnight Historic District,
NR 4/26/76). They acquired a seventy-fiveacre tract bordered by Fort Pleasant, Bel nont,
and Summer Avenues and during the years 1893-1899 a mni mal anount of constnmction occurred
along Churchill, Geenleaf, Fairfi*ld, andGarfield Streets, as well asportionsof Surmer
and Forest Park Avenues. This initial activity was tenporarilycurtailed by financial prob-
lems i nthe McKnight District but nore extensive devel opment occurred between 1900 and 1916
al ong Randl oph, Oxford, Riverview, and Muntainview Streets aswell as Mapl ewood Terrace.
During both periods, the Mitual Investment Gonpany adhered toapolicy of selling either com
pany constncted houses or uninproved lots with alegal restriction that nohouse costing
less than a specified amount be erected. As aresult, only houses of excellent quality
formed the neighborhood.

The Forest Park Hei ghts Conpany, organized by Louis F. Newnan i n 1893, devel oped a second
section of Forest Park Heights -- a 51 acre tract south of Summer Avenue - inplenenting a com
prehensive plan for community devel opnent which enconpassed residential constnmction as well
as extensive streetscaping. Newnman, a native of Al abama, was educated i n Gernmany and spent
several years abroad, which later influencedthe landscaping features heeffect in Forest
Park Hei ghts. The conpany's expenditures for street constmction during the first year of
devel opnent amounted t o $10, 000. Street names were sel ected i n accordance with a forest thene,
such as "Firgl ade Avenue, " "Sprucel and Avenue," and Pi newood Avenue," and were nodem zed

by the use of gas, water, and sewer nains. Thirteen houses ranging from $4200t o $12,000 i n
price were erected for atotal cost of $65,000. Al | houses with one exception were built
fromplans furnishedby the Forest Park Hei ghts Gonpany and often designed by Newmran hi msel f.
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Verba boundary description and justification  Tlie boundaries of the proposed National Register
district were selected to correspond to those of the existing local historic district.
Cthis local district wes recently expanded from 172 acres to 195 acres to include
Vtease rerer to the attacW mali. MANMAN pARK), continued on section 7.
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The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
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For HCRS use only
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Li ke the MKnights, Newnan al so sold uninproved lots to prospective builders withre-
strictions on cost, limting cost tonot |ess than $5000 on Magnolia Terrace, and |ess than
$3500 on other streets. Additional restrictions stated that dwellings be for private use
and maintain uniformsetback from the sidewalk.

This sane consideration was given to siting and architectural quality inthe third and [ast
section developed in Forest Park Heights by lunber dealer DL Saan. This area, along
Marengo Park and Bel | evue Avenue, north of the Mitual Investment Conpany devel opment, was
purchased by Saan i n 1894 and devel oped over the next twenty years.

Houses t hroughout the Forest Park Heights district reflect the intentions of the mjor
devel opers, particularly Newnan, that no two houses be identical ininterior or exterior,
exhibiting a full range of architectural styles and detail popular inthe period 1893-1916.
Wiile single famly hones predom nant, there are a substantial nunber of double and multi-
famly residential stmctures primarily on the periphery of the neighborhood.

The entire physical appearance was consciously enhanced by detailed |andscaping and

el aborate statuary. Life-size Numdian lions nodeled i nbronze after those found in
Paris' Tuileries Gardens once stood at the entrance to Magnolia Terrace from Sunmer
Avenue. Florentine Gardens was another source of attraction inthe district, withits
wide tree belts and circular floral park.

Many of the hones i nthe sectionnorth of Summer Avenue were designed by local carpenter/
buil der M chael Mher, whose work for the MKnight brothers can also be seen in Springfield' s
McKni ght Historic District. Louis Newnan' s conpany contractedwi th local builders as

wel |, included W IIliamDexter, Frederick Lathrop, and the partnershipof Kelso and Thonpson.

At the tumof-the-century, Forest Park Heights was the hone for a |arge segnent of
Springfield s popul ation. Throughout the years, its residents, drawn primarily fromthe

m ddl e class, have functionedin executive or |eadershippositions inlocal business and
industry. Sone of the area's promnent residents have included its devel oper Charles

McKni ght and buil der Mchael Mher, Laurence \Wllace, executive vice president of Forbes *
Wl | ace, Thornton Burgess, author of Peter Cottontail children'sseries, and Theodor Geisel,
"Dr. Seuss" of children's literature.

O March 14 197 5, the Forest Park Heights District was nade a local historic district,
thus providing architectural protection for the neighborhood.

The Long Hill Fort site, on the grounds of 240 Longhill Street (MC stmctures #2015,
site #15), was discovered in 1895 as worknen excavated the foundation of the house. The
site istraditionally known as the Contact Period stockaded village fromwhich the Cctober
1675 attack on Springfield was launched during King Philip's Wr. Excavations were
conducted at the site in 1895 under the direction of Harry Andrew Wight who reports a
remarkably careful and systematic project considering the date of the investigation

(HA Wight, Scientific American, March 13, 1897). Wight describes marking of f the
site with "stakes and strings" and the meticul ous excavation which was pursued.

"Ten rows of lodges and two |arge council houses" were discovered, many of which included
hearth features. A few burials were also found near the house sites. Artifacts include
contact period materials of both native and European manufacture, as well as two extrenely
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unusual exanpl es of native vessels nade tommc 17th-century English forns.
Faunal remains were also reported. The materials are presently curated at the
Springfield Science Miseum

No field exam nations have been conducted at thesite since the 19th-century. The
degree t owhich the 19th-century excavation and house constructiondisturbedthe
archaeol ogi cal site i sunclear. However, significant portions of thesite are
likely toretain integrity, especially on the grounds of the house i nareas of f the
top of thebluff where previous excavations were concentrated.



Statement on Phot ogr aphs

The phot ogr aphs whi ch acconpany t hi s nom nationwere taken i n 1974 when t he
area was proposed as a |ocal historicdistrict. Partly because that status
was attained in 1975 the area has not changed i nany appreciable way. The
phot ographs continueto illustrate the appearance of the Forest Park Heights
Historic District. The nunbers refer to street nunbers which are printed on
the district nap.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
[T C U1l Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
March 16, 1982

Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Departnient of the Interior
Washington, DC 20243

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed youwill find tlie following nomnation forms:

Bel cnertown - Belchertown Center Historic District (Local)
Boston - Donal d MdKay House (Nati onal)

Danvers - ReaProctor House (National)

Fall River - UnitarianSociety inFall River (State-Resubm ssion)
Norwel | - Norwell Village Area (Local)

Pet er sham - Pet er sham Qonmon Historic District (Local)

Plymouth - Plynouth Village Historic District (National)
Springfield - Forest Park Heiglits Historic District (Local)

Al'l Have been voted eligible bythe State Review Board and have been signed by
tne State Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,

Candace J(?nkinE
Registration Director
WMassacnusatt'S Historical Commisson

CJ/lk



______ COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
litiiimf | Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
HISTORICAL 53%08”’ assachusets MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

July 20, 1982

M. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Pl aces
National Park Service

440 GStreet NW

Vshi ngton, BC 20240

Dear M. Shul | :

Encl osed i s the National Register nomnation formfor the Forest Park Heights
Historic District inSpringfield. Originally submtted to your office on
Marglh 16, 1982, this was retuned to us for various substantive and technical
pr obl ens.

In accordance with the instructions of your staff, we have checked appropriate
bl anks, supplied anewnap which identifies intrusionsandkeys in photographs,
and supplied photographs of intrusions. Additionally, we have corrected the
acreage i n section seven to read 195 acres, and have provided a boundary
justification,

W& hope t hat submssion of this informationwill allow your staff to cone to
a final decision onthis district.

Sincerely,

Candace Jerhin/I
Registration Director
Massachusetts Historical Commisson

Encl osure

Al pg





