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' DEéCRlBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Noxontown, at the northern tip of the mill pond of the same
name, today shows little evidence of what was ence a prosperous '
qpug;;yﬁmill_sga§%§n@jvillage. Remaining are Thomas Noxon's fine

brlck house and a small frame mill. The house is a four-bay structurd

e e

of two~and~a~half storles with a two-story frame w1ng. The transomed

a3 70058 B8 5 i RS

‘main doorA;s 1ocated 1nrthe left center bay and a flgf:roofed porch
covers it and:ifS'fWO flankfng bays. The porch is detailed With:
fluted square columns and a dehticulated cbrnice. This detailing is
not repeatéd in the cornice of the gable roof., The facade is also
5roken by a brick belt course just below the second floor windows.
It hés been painted white. The inféri;r has been significantly

altered so that the original plan has been obscured. At some time

during the nlneteenth century, the datestone, inscribed "Ihomas

e o s L L e iy

U

Noxon,7174Q " was removed.

o= -

The thlrty-by-forty-foot tw039nd-a-ha1f-story frame m111 pre -

. dates the house. It is of the simplest construction and has changed

little since its erection. The metal roof is a later addltloq‘ssl

unsymmetrical pattern. A split door would allow light a
enter while keeping animals out. A shed to the east sidé

the m111 race and still covers the remalns of the mllllng

Semmreea o

~ to the mill., A hotel or tavern provided lodgings for those who attend

the annual Noxontown Fair as well as travelers. Now, however, none of

these structures remain, although the old King's Road still crosses

135§
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the mill dam.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Noxbntown, at the head of navigation on App

was an important trading and milling center through

periqqfﬁﬂrw

- The originaljpatent for the site of Thomas Noxon's house and
mill was given to Lucas Abel, who died sometime before 1679. When
the 1and title was reconfirmed under English rule, the tract, éalled
Mouﬁfain Neck oxr Lucasses Neck, was patentéd to Edmund Cantwell, one
of the most prominent settlers on the Delaware. When he died, his
estate included more than one thousand acres. He left Mountain Neck
to his daughter, Elizabeth Cantwell Garretson, who, with her husband
Henry, conveyed it in 1701 to Isaac Hansen and James Sympson. In
1702 Sympson deeded Hansen one~third of his part of the tract.
One-half of this one=third part was in turn deeded by Hansen to

Jacob Rycker. 1In 1735, Rycker deeded his one-sixth part of the

tract to Thomas Noxon.

Noxon, born in Kingston, New York, in 1669, first acquired
Delaware property in 1726. Since grain was the most important crop
in this region during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,
Noxon recognized the need for gristmills. He is known to have

: Lro
built or operated at least three mills on branches of the Appoquinimi

nk:7
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Joan M. Norton, Historic Site Surveyor
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this.property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

' evaluated according to the criteria and’ procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

a
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6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (continued) ===

A List of Delaware Heritage Buildings and Areas in New Castle County
1963 Local
Greater Wilmington Development Council
Wilmington, Delaware
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)==-
the first on Mill Branch, the next on Deep Creek creating

the third on Sassafras Creek, creating Noxontown Pond.

later flourish. Noxon, too, saw the potential for navigation here in
1735, when he bought one acre of land on the southeast side of Sassafras
Creek and the right to build a mill dam from there to Lucasses Landing.

pron and his mill prospered. He se;zg@@égwggvgxgl7publigﬂoffi9§$
including a éeat in the Agsgmplyrqf”17§giﬁhe office of Speaker inr}741, and
the much-envied job of}cqunty surveyor. His mill seat grew into a town
which was chartered in 1742. Part of the town's prosperity is due to
the famous fair that was held there annually. Livestock, home products
and imports from England were sold.

In 1743, when Thomas Noxon died, the mill passed to his son,
Benjamin, who owned it when the Revolutionary War broke out. The
people of Noxontown do not seem to have been affected by the war initialfly.
A letter from Colonel John Haslet to Caesar Rodney in October 1776
reflects this:

Have wrote Nicol Vndyke a most flaming letter, running O'er with

Patriotism, praying him not to let the People attend Noxontown

fair rather than the Election, and sell their Birthright for

a piece of Gingerbread - Dr. Tilton writes Capt. Clark on ye

same head on back of letter.

However , when General Howe landed below Head of Elk and marched tow%rd
Philadelphia in August of 1777, Noxontown became the hiiiggﬁgigzs for

s

Caesar.Radney, who stationed himself there with four hundred militia fropm
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - 2 (continued)===
Kent and Sussex, in an effort to protect the mills against British
raiding parties.
The mill passed out of the hands of the Noxon family but it
continued in active use, as a merchant mill until 1855 and thereafter
solely as a custom mill,

Thomas Noxon had built a unique burial vault near his

home, and he, along with his wife and children, is buried there.
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