FORM B - BOIIDDIG

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISICW
80 BOYLSTON STREET
BOGTC", MA 02116

Photo (3"'x3" or 3'x5', black and
white) Indicate address of
property on back of photo.
Staple toleft sideof form

Setcii Myp:  Draw nap shew ng property's |ocation
inrelaticn tonearest cross streets and/ or
geograph[ cal features. Indicate all buildings
pbet ween i nventoried property and near est
intersecticjn(s).

I ndi cate north *

FE AITAGHED MP

Y/ N i

OMREERH GE 19/ 334,600 H 4,679, 640 N

CBGs QQACRANGE Bost on Sout h, MA

SCALE 25, 000

@rl ~ 19

SNATONAL AREA Fo ND
REGISTER Q152

Town Qincy, M\/ NRA

Address 1156 Hancock Street

Historic Nane Masonic Tenpl e

Use: Present Masonic Temple

| Origincd Masonic Temple
DESCRIPTION
Date 1926
Sour ce Bui I ding permt
Style Classical -Rovival
Architect |. WIliamBeal and Sons
Exterior \fall Fabric Iimnestone
Qut bui I di ngs none

My or Alterations (wth dates)

Gondi tion Good
Noved no Date
Acreage |ess than one acre; 21,653 sg.ft.

Setting Thetenple i sona prom nent

conmer on Hancock Street i n Quincv Center.

Recorded by Fannin and T*hnpr / J. Johnson
(Organization Quincy Historical Conmi ssion

i, 17. 1986/ Mav 1987



NATI G>1AL REQ STER C31I TER A STATEMENT (if applicabl e)

The Masonic Teirple, acenter for Masonic organisations i nQincy forover fifty-
years, retains integrity of association, design, location, materials, feeling,
and workmanship. Dating fromthe 1920s, aperiod of significanct conmercial

and public building i nQuincy Center, the tenple i s anonunental Neocl assi cal
design carried out by J. Wlliam Beal and Sons, active architects i n Quincy

during this period. The Masonic Tenple fulfills Criteria Aand Cof the National
Regi ster of Historic Places onthe local Ievel.

ARCH TECTARAL SIGNFI CANCE  Describe inportant arcfaitectural featuresandevaluate i nterns of
other buildingsw thinthe ooranunity.

SE | NVENTARY FORVIGONTT NUATI ON SHEET

HSTCR CAL SIGN FICANCE Explain the role cwiers played i n local or state history and hew t he
building relates t ot he devel opnent of t he oannunity.

SE | NVENTARY FORVIGONTT NUATI ONSHEET

oo, o o oo -y ! . Vi ey
Bl BLI GZRAFHy and/ or REFH ENCES
Assessors Records. - . n
Bui lding permts.

Quincy Patriot Ledger, |OQh Anniversary, January 7, 1937, p.6, B3, B-9.
Quincy Patriot Ledger, Novenber 21, 1927, pp.6-8.
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H STOR CAL SI NI FI CANCE — MASCON C TEBBHLE
1156 HANGOK STREET

Part of t he raevelopment of Quincy Center i nthe 1920s, theMsonic Tenple
is one of several masonry commercial and institutional buildings erectedon
Hancock Street during this decade. Substantial two and three story
comrercial and institutional structuresreplaced frame stores, houses, and
taverns demoli shed after Hancock Street wasw dened i nthe md-nineteen
teens. Erected i n 1926, the Quincy Masonic Buil ding Association was by the
1930s, the hedquarters for the Quincy Coomandery K T. No. 47, the St.
Stehens Royal Arch Chapter, theTaleb Grotto MDA of ER t he Manet Lodge,
the Rural Lodge. and t heTheodore Roosevelt Lodge. TheRural Lodge i s the
ol dest Masonic group i nthecity having noved t o Quincy i n1803 from

Randol ph. Di sbanded i nthe 1830s, the Msons reorganized i nQuincy i n the
late 19t hcentury and began a canpaign to fund a newbuilding.

LI>hyy AL

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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ARCH TECTURAL S| GNI FI CANCE — 1156 HANGOOK STREET -
MASCN C TEMPLE

The severe Neoclassical node was t hechoice of architects J. Wlliam
Beals and Sons for thestyle of the Masonic Buildin%. Previously, the
firm had built the Adans Building (1880-85 1889-90; NR), t heElks
Building (1924; #QC-252), and would design Bethany Congregational

Church (1927; #QG 155) and t he Granite Trust GConpany Bank (1929:

171). The Masonic Tenple i s thefinest Neoclassical building in the
city. The two-story square structure is set high on a basenent of
regular ashlar blocks with a flat roof hiden by a shaped parapet.
Dom nating the facade is a projecting pavilion conposed of four giant
lonic coulums. set i n antis, supporting an architrave replete with
Masoni ¢ synbols (a conpass, a keystone, with HIVESIKS a triangle
within a triangle and a crusader type cross). A large cascade of steps
| eading up t othe nain entrance i sflanked by metal tripod tables, each
on a base decorated with a griffin onaterra cotta plaque. The
i conography of thebuilding i s not only decorative but also ofa
Eed?%qgic nature indicating, i n a graphic manner, thefunction of the
uilding. oo

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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