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DNAME 
HISTORIC Franklin County Courthouse, Southern District 

AND/ OR COMMON 
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22 
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Arkansas 

CODE 
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CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

X BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

X-PUBLIC _.XOCCUPIED 

_ PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_ BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED X_ YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DowNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Third 
COUNTY 
Franklin 

CODE 
047 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ ENTERTAINMENT _ RELIGIOUS 

~GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER : 

Franklin County (Nick Gilsinger, County Judge) 
STREET & NUMBER 

Franklin County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN 

Charleston _ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Clerk's Office 
STREET & NUMBER 

Franklin County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN 

Charleston 

DREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

STATE 

Arkansas 

STATE 

Arkansas 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_ EXCELLENT 

~GOOD 
_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_ DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_ UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XORIGINAL SITE 

_ MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Franklin County Courthouse 
Frank w. Gibb of Little Rock. 
one-half storey brick building 
mentation . 

at Charleston was designed by architect 
Constructed in 1923, this two-and-
is of simple lines with little orna-

The courthouse has a basic rectangular form and rests on a full base-
v' ment. Except for the cast stone water table, the red brick walls 

are continuous from the ground level to the roofline. Brick pilasters, 
each with a cast stone "T-shape" pattern at the top, divide the 
wall surface into a series of bays , five on the north and south 
elevations and three on the east and west elevations. A metal 
cornice surrounds the building just below the actual roofline . 

,_ All windows are paired and set in wooden frames with cast stone lug­
sills. The upper sash of each window has nine lights, while each 
lower sash has a single large light . Basement windows are also double­
hung but have six lights per sash . Horizontal panels of cast stone 
are set between each pair of first ..... and second-storey windows . 

The main entry, recessed in the center bay of the north elevation, 
is marked by brick pilasters with cast stone heads supporting a 
flat arch with keystone . Secondary entries are flush with the wall 
surface on the east and west elevations. The double doors on the 
west have a geometrical pattern in the upper portion, narrow side­
lights, and ~wide multi-light transom above . 

- ' 

Second-storey fan .~indows are located on the east and west elevations, 
and on the center -bay's of the north and south elevations . The upper 
end windows on the north and south elevations have multi~light 
rectangular transoms. 

Though the interior of the building has been thoroughly renovated, 
the exterior has remained basically unaltered . Several window 
openings have been bricked, but no structural changes have been 
made. The courthouse remains in good condition on its original 
site, a tree-shaded corner in the Charleston business district . 



liJ SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY -PREHISTORIC _ COMMUNITY PLANNING _ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400- 1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _ CONSERVATION _ LAW _ SCIENCE 

_1500- 1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _ SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE _ EDUCATION _ MILITARY _ SOCIA U HUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700- 1799 _ART _ ENGINEERING _ MUSIC _ THEATER 

_ 1800-1899 _ COMMERCE _ EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _ TRANSPORTATION 

~ 1900- _ COMMUNICATIONS _ INDUSTRY X POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT _ OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_ INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1923 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT Frank W. Gibb 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The largest number of architecturally significant buildings in 
Arkansas are the courthouses located in the state's seventy-five 
counties. The county courthouses serve as the focal point of 
local political activity, and are often the most architecturally 
significant structures in their area. 

Franklin County, spanning the Arkansas River in the western part 
of the state, is one of ten Arkansas counties to have two county 
seats. Named for Benjamin Franklin, the county was created from 
Crawford County on December 19, 1837. The first permanent county 
seat was located at Ozark, which lies north of the Arkansas River. 
Almost fifty years later, on March 14, 1885, a second county seat 
was established at Charleston to serve the southern part of the 
county. 

In 1923 a prominent Little Rock architect, Frank W. Gibb, was hired 
to design a new courthouse for Franklin County's southern district. 
The Charleston courthouse, built by contractor E. W. Jenkins, is a 
simple rectangular structure of red brick. Pilasters divide the 
walls into a ' series of bays. Window treatment, with fan windows 
around a part of the second storey, is in harmony with the simple 
style of the flat-roofed building. 

Located on its original site in the principal business district, 
the Franklin County Courthouse at Charleston is an architectural 
landmark in this west Arkansas community. 
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STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
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Dianna Kirk, Historian 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program June 8, 1976 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

300 West Markham .,, .... (501),' 371-+639 
CITY OR TOWN 

Little Rock 

STATE 

Arkansas 

EfaSTATE HISTO~IC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATiqN 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS : 

NATIONAL_ STATE_ LOCAL ~ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE Anne Bartle 

TITLE State Historic Preservation Officer 
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II NAME 
HISTORIC Franklin County Courthouse, Southern District 
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CITY. TOWN Charleston _VICINITY OF COUNTY Franklin STATE Arkansas 

II PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT Sandra Taylor DATE OF PHOTO 1976 
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STATE 

Date Entered OCT 18 1976 
r 

Name Location 

lraulio Co t7 Courtbaulle, Southenl Charlbtoa 
Dietrtct Prauklin County 

Also Notified 

Hon. John L. McClellan 
Boa. Dal• Bwapera 
u.n. John P. Ballaaracha1clt 

Regional Director, Southwest Region 

l 880 Mott 10/22/76 

State Hiato~ic Preaervation Officer 
*"' Anne Bartley 
Actins Director, DepartMDt of 

Nat~ral and Cultural Ber1taa• 
The Old State Boue 
300 Wut Mukbam 
U•tl• Bock, Arkanaaa 72201 

I NT: 2 950 - 75 
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STREET&NUMBEV AR 22 

cnv. Tow~harleston CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 3 r d 

STATE t/ A~kansas 05 
_ VICINITY OF 
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ADMINISTRATOR(underline ) 
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~ ROCKY MOUNTAIN \'lEST PACIFIC NORTHNEST 

FEATURES: I NTERIOR JlXTE!U OR ENVIPONS 
__ Substantially intact~! ~Substantially intact-2 ~ubstantiallv intact-3 
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/?" 0 1- tm~ -InteriD::o, exterior, en v irons not intact-0 

~GINALSITE 
_MOVED 
_unknown 

CONDITION"" -?CELLENT 
.,L'GOOD 

-FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 
_UNEXPOSED 
_unexcavate~ 

-':!JIIALTERED 
i6o.LTERED 
- t\econstructed 

-Excavated 

ACCESS-
Yes-restricted No access Unknown 
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: ~J ~ ~·~ 
~ v' ~ ~,,/7 ~ 

t/m.builder: ~t:i/>1): t0. c;,'6t . 
~ · engtne~r: 

landscap<fgarden . designer: 
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ETIINIC GROUP: 
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& 
appropriate date) 
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~ 
DATES: DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of . century ) : 1 Y6l3 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: . 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

SOURCE! (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE ~ LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 
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