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' Town 
Cambridge, Mass. ••" 

Cambridae MRA 
\ ; AA • 1 • 1 

1 Address ?J 

1 Historic Name The J a r v i s 

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to left side of fom 

fhoto auaber 68-29A 

SKETCH UAP 
Shoy property's locatioa ia relatioa 
to aearest cross streets aad/or 
feographical features. ladicate 
a l l buildiags betveea iaveatoried 
property aod aearest iatersectioa. 
ladicate aortb. 

Use: Preseat r e s i d e n t i a l 

Origiaal r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION': 

Date 1890 

Source b u i l d i n a p e r m i t 

S t y l e Q n p i p n anng> 

Arcili tect J . R . & W.P. R i c h a r d s 

Exterior wall fabric_ 

Outbuildiags NA 

b r i c k 

SEE ATTACHED MAP Major alteratioas (v i th dates) no 

Recorded by T . A l r l n i n n 

Orgaaizatioa r^^mhT-i r^gp wi Q-f-or-i 1 Pom. 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage .3147 acre.q 

Settiag The J a r v i s i a .gnrrnnndpr! hy 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l comolexes : L e s l e y 
C o l l e a e t o t . h f i f Z ^ t Pinr l I - H P R^T^Trar-rl 

Gradua te Center t o t h e s o u t h . To 
t h e wes t are sp-vpra1 ;^p.:^rt-iT^f^n^ hn-i i r k ing 

UTM 19/325560/4693540 

USGS Quad: Boston North (Staple additional sheets here) 
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ARC-illECrURAL SIGNIFICANCE CDgscribe important _ architectural features and • 

evaluate in terms of other buildings vithin the conmunity.) '* 

The J a r v i s i s a red b r i c k Queen Anne apartment house v;ith polychrom.atic 
t r i m . Orange b r i c k corner quoins and window surrounds co n t r a s t w i t h the 
r u s t i c a t e d ground l e v e l , b e l t courses and window ledges. The asymmetri­
c a l l y placed arched entrance w i t h l a r g e v/ooden doors i s flanked by p i l a s t e r s 
and f o l l o w s Richardsonian precedents. Queen Anne d e t a i l s include a pro­
j e c t i n g gable over the entrance, c o r b e l l e d b r i c k a t the cornice and mas­
sive end chimneys. The roof i s hipped and sla t e d w i t h two domers 
surrounding the t u r r e t . The side e l e v a t i o n s , f e a t u r e e l l i o t i c a l bavs.Continued 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Sjqslain the role owners played m local or state _ -

history aid how the building relates to the development of the cannnmity.) -<-•••'/...'• .'• 

The J a r v i s was the f i r s t apartment house constructed i n the area 
surrounding the northern h a l f of Massachusetts Avenue. This area had 
contained p r i m a r i l y large estates u n t i l 1860 when a b u i l d i n g boom began. 
Unlike other p a r t s of Cambridge, l o t s were a v a i l a b l e f o r new development. 
Although constructed on a s t r e e t of s i n g l e f a m i l y homes, as were most 
apartment b u i l d i n g s , the J a r v i s f i t s i n b e t t e r than most because of i t s 
domestic appearance. Indeed, the J a r v i s was organized much l i k e a large 
s i n g l e f a m i l y house w i t h rooms f o r the servant on the top f l o o r , storage 
rooms i n the basement, and s u i t e s of f i v e t o ten rooms. The s i t e plan, 
published i n American A r c h i t e c t & B u i l d i n g News i n 1891, also showed a 
tennis c o u r t m the rear. The f e a s i b i l i t y of such a luxurious apartment 
b u i l d i n g was apparently f l e e t i n g as no i m i t a t o r s were constructed l o ­
c a l l y , French f l a t apartment b u i l d i n g s l i k e the irontrose and the Dunvegan 
developed l a t e r along Mass. Ave and provided a much more economic use 
of sDace. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

SEE ATTACHED BIBLIOGRAPHY ^ '.̂  . "' . 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM-HSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

COTimunity: Form No: 

Cambridge, Mass. I I B 32A 
Cambririop MRA 

Prcjperty Name: The J a r v i s 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

Architectural Significance con't. 

J.R. & W.P. Richards were a father/son team, the younger studying 
both under his father and i n the o f f i c e of Peabody & Stearns. In 1880, 
he joined his father's o f f i c e and continued to work there a f t e r his 
father's death i n 1900. Together, the Richards designed many Queen 
Anne buildings i n Cambridge including such other s i g n i f i c a n t m u l t i -
family structures as 19 Ware Street (1887) and 382-392 Harvard Street 
(1889). Of these three, the Jarvis i s the most elaborate and i s sig­
n i f i c a n t under Criterion C as embodying the distinguishable characteristic 
of the Queen Anne s t y l e . . 
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Staple to Inven to ry form at b o t t om 



INVENTORY t-UKM um^n'^^" -

MASSACHJSErrS HISTORICAL CO-MISSION 
Office of the Secretarjr, Boston 

Cambridge, Mass. 
Cambri dfip MRA 

1 1 ^ 

I I B 32A 

1 Tie Jf t r j^ / i 
Property Name: 2 7 E v e r e t t S t . 

Indicate each item on inventory f o m which is being continued belo-. ^ ^ 

Bib l iography /Refe rences 

Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Commission. Survey o f A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r y 

Volume I I , Mid Cambridge 
Volume I I I , Cambridgeport 
Volume I V , Old Cambridge )73) , Cambridge, IIA 
Volume V, Northwest Cambridge (1977) , Cambridge, MA 

Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , Proceedings (1906-Present ) , Cambridge, MA. 

D .A.R . , Winthrop Chapter , An H i s t o r i c a l Guide t o Cambridge (1907) , , : 
Cambridge, MA. 

G i l l m a n , A. ( e d . ) , Cambridge o f E igh teen Hundred and N i n e t y - S i x (1896), 
Cambridge, MA. 

Paige, L . R . , H i s t o r y o f Cambridge (1877) , Boston, MA.; Supplement -
(19 3 0 ) , Bos ton , MA. 

Rand, C , Cambridge, U.S.A. (1964) , Nev; Y o r k , NY. ".A • 

R e t t i g , R . B . , Guide to Cambridge A r c h i t e c t u r e (1969) , Cambridge, f lA. 

S t i l l m a n , I'Z.J. ( e d . ) , Poe t i c L o c a l i t i e s o f Cambridge (1876) , 
Cambridge, MA. 

Woods, R . A . , and Kennedy, A. ' J . (Warner, e d . ) . Zone o f Emergence 
(1962) , Cambridge, MA. 

Za i t zevsky , C , w i t h the advice o f the Review Committee members. 
The Harvard U n i v e r s i t y Study o f H i s t o r i c and A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
P r o p e r t i e s i n the Environs o f Cambridge, ( A p r i l 19 83-December 

' .. 1984), Cambridge, MA. 
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Staple to Inventory form at bottoa , 



NPS Forni lO-MO-a OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 

For NPS UM only 

received 

dat* entered 

L. , 
Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Atea 
State MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review ' Date/Signature 

^52^181. Cambridge Common Historic Dis tr ic t ^ l o u a i ^ ^ $ ^ gyetZ^^^^^^l/^^^ 
(Boundary Increase)^ ^ i _4.4 o *-*ste2» 

o Attest 

172. Dana-Palmer House _ „_ 

173. Dunvegan, The 

Keeper IcZlUck JwLjy} -T/zf/^ -

Entered 1. tin ' Q ^ ^ S * ^ ^ ^ " ^ ^ ' 
HatioLl R8«Ut«» j y ^ p e r (^C^][f^^^^W:^^?<^^ 

Attest 

174. Eliot Hall at Radcliffe College 
Entmred ! • Mm 
KatloMl Beffl8t«r 

J ^ f ^ 175. Follen Street Historic D i s t r i c t 
Stt1l8-t>*nt,ive »ert«w 

oZy^eeper 

1 
il A Attest 

176. Fogg Art Museum ^tered I B tto 

^Keeper fcluJi 4 i Ao? j / l f f a '  

Attest (^gy^j^^^S^^^jrV^ 

-peeper /y^fd'.^^.^y^^y.^ZZ^z/y^ 

Attest 
177. Gray Gardens East and West H. Dist . 

National Bef i*t«f 

178. Harvard Union 

179. Hapgood, Richard, House 

Attest 

-^Weper y^t^-^^^^^-^^^y^^^ 
" ?.<;t Attest 

Attest 

180. Jarv is , The 

• * • 
.A'ifeeper 

0.. Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Jarvis, The (Cambridge MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

• resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
mi owner objection 
EH appeal 

Substantive Review: LD sample CZl request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date:^  
Date Due: / ^ / / / ^ 
Action: t-^-gGCEPT f - - d 

En-berei Im - M i . RETURN 
MatiOMa W l « t « 0 REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

LZI appeal O NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Desaiption 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

• unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

• moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify twiow 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
• applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

fy 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

't....... 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

n . Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


