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DESCRIPTION:

Date 1890

Source buildina permit

Qnpipn anng>

J R. & W.P. Richards

Style
Arcilitect

Exterior wall fabric_ brick

Outbuildiags NA

Major alteratioas (vith dates) no
Moved no Date
Approx. acreage .3147 acre.q
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AGITTETWRAL SANHCANE (yscribe inportant _architectural features and .
evaluate i n terns of other buildings vithin theconnunity.) *

The Jarvis i saredbrick Queen Anne apartment house v;ith polychromatic
trim. Orange brick corner quoins andw ndow surrounds contrast with the
rusticated ground level, belt courses andw ndow |edges. The asymmetri -
cally placed arched entrance with large v/ooden doors i s flanked by pilasters
and follows Richardsonian precedents. Queen Anne details include a pro-
jecting gable over the entrance, corbelled brick at the cornice andnas-
sive end chimeys. Theroof i s hipped andslated with two domers

surrounding theturret. The side elevations,feature elliotical bavs.Continued
HSTARCAL SANHCANE (Sagslaintherole owers played m local or state -
history aid howthebuilding relates t othe devel opnent of thecannnmty.) “<oed' [ e ]!

The Jarvis was the first apartment house constructed i nthe area
surrounding the northern half of Massachusetts Avenue. This areahad
contained primarily large estates until 1860when a building boom began.
Unlike other parts of Canbridge, Iots were available for new devel opment.
Al though constructed on a street of single famly honmes, as were nost
apartment buildings, theJarvis fits i nbetter than nost because of its
domestic appearance. |Indeed, the Jarvis was organized nmuch like a large
single fam |y house with rooms forthe servant onthetop floor, storage
roons i nthe basement, andsuites of five totenroons. Thesite plan,
published i nAmerican Architect & Building News i n1891, also showed a
tennis court m therear. Thefeasibility of such a luxurious apartment
building was apparently fleeting as no imitators were constructed | o-
cally, French flat apartment buildings like theirontrose andthe Dunvegan
devel oped later along Mass. Ave and provided a nmuch nore econom cuse

of sDace.
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MSSAOHETTS H STAR AL M ON Cambr_idge, Mass. 1 B 32A
Office of the Secretary, Boston Cambririop MR

Prcjperty Name The Jarvis

Indicate each item on inventory formwhich is being continued bel ow.

Architectural Significance con't.

JJR &WP Richards were a father/son team t heyounger studying
both under his father and i ntheoffice of Peabody & Stearns. | n 1880,
he Lmned his father's office and continued t owork there after his
father's death i n1900. Together, theRichards designed many Queen
Anne buildings in Canbridge including such other significant multi-
famly structures as 19 Ware Street (1887) and 382-392 Harvard Street
(1889). O these three, thelarvis i sthenost elaborate and i s sig-
nificant under Criterion C as enbodying thedistinguishable characteristic

of theQueen Anne style.
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WASO Form -177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Jarvis, The (Cambridge MRA)
Middlesex County

MASSACHUSETTS Working No.

Fed. Reg. Date:®

Date Due: [~/ [ /["

Action: t-"-gGCEPT f--d
+  resubmission En-berei Im -Mi . RETURN
e nomination by person or local government MatiOMa Wl«t«0 REJECT

mi owner objection
EH appeal

Substantive Review: LD sample CZ request

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Desaiption

Condition Check one
excellent | | deteriorated « unaltered

CD good I lruins altered

o fair I | unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph

e completeness
clarity

| alterations/integrity
dates

| boundary selection

Federal Agency:

O NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
e original site
e  moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify twiow

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph fy
e completeness
e clarity

e applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

« context

< relationship of integrity to significance
« justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name 't
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

n. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
*  Maps

e Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

GPO 91 8-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275



