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The ten acre area nominated as the Stolley State Park Historic Distric 
includes thre^^trjy.c_tu^

The Will iam S t olley_r es idencfe , the oldest structure nominated, has 
remained virtually unchanged over the years. The log cabin was built by 
William Stolley in l;858j^55L. f rom cojt^pjnwg^^JjQgjSL, as a one story, with attic, 
two-room home. This building 'has been conjt:lnuou^ 1812.* 
In r e^eii^ years ̂new^ asphalt roof tile (the roof is still supported by the 
original cottonwood saplings) lEasbee,ad^ed^^

on a
the south of the original log cabin.

L Located west of the Stolley log cabin is a
i°^Lj?:PJ^§je . The one-room log home was built by Herman Vasold for Fred 

Hedde in early 1858 who traded this house to William Stolley in late 1858 
and was occupied for several months by the Hann family. The present 
structure is an accurate reconstruction of the original Hann log cabin. 
Logs for the restoration (July 4, 1932) came from the Ewoldt cabin built 
on Wood River in 1858 by Cay Ewoldt. The original Hann log cabin and the 
reconstruction had a slough-grass roof but this has been, since replaced by 
hand-split wooden shingles, in the early 19 00*3, on the reconstructed Hann 
log cabin.

Located northeast of the Stolley cabin is the f :irsjt_/gublic ._schgol._ 
building^in .Hall County (District Mo. 1), built in !Ui&3ruZfL. This gjne^room 
school kouse is of fr^ae^ construction with clapboard siding and wood shingle 
roof and has remained virtually unchanged since it's construction, in 1869-70 
At the present time the interior of the school house is in the process of 
being restored.

The site of "Fort Independence" is located 150 yards south of the 
S tolley home . BujLlt: J^ nf il^95§ ^or Pro~ 
tection during the .Indian I^TC^IJ^S ±ri ]L^^. The fo^tMi§S-^£i^^SEQUse was 
built of cottonwood logs and measured 24 feet square. The roof was con 
structed of logs covered with sod. In the walls were 25 portholes arranged 
in two tiers. An underground stable for the horses (88 feet long) was 
excavated, 4djoinin^thebloGKE6usi on the west side, the roof of this also. 
being constructed of logs and sod. At the present time a sma.ll stone fence 
marks the outline of the former blockhouse.

  - - .  ' - " ' '.'..-'-':-.  ' ."v 
(apprpx. 12 by 6 feet) frame structure with board and batten

between the Stolley home and the reconstructed Hann log 
Thve^4ate of construction or u,se of this structure has not been

possibly be a summer kitchen. At the present time it is 
l storage space.

tht-^pring of 1860 William Stolley began what was one of the first 
.tree cu^twes in Nebraska. Over 6,000 trees were planted on his claim, 
i^iyli£J)wfiich are still located in the area of the presently nominated 
TtblLTey State Park Historic District.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Injlay of 1857 a party of thirty-seven persons, comprised mostly of
Gerjnan JJMigyants from Schleswig-Holstein, under the sponsorship of 

the Davenport, Iowa banking firm of Chubb Brothers and Barrows left 
Davenport on a speculative ̂enterprise of founding a town in the Platte
Valley, in the center of the Territory of Nebraska......... ^

Under the guidance of William Stplley, the Town Company arrived at 
the site of the present city of Grand Island, Hall County, on July 4, 1857. 
At that time Sjto^ljl-ey^^establi^lied there the first squatter's claim in the 
county and the Town Company, as a whole, built four log houses.

After the town site had been established,, Stolley, in 1859-60, built 
a log home, patterned after log homes he observed in the early settlements 
of the present cities of Fremont and Columbus, through, which, the Town 
Company passed in their journey to Grand Island.

Through the initiative and able leadership of William Stolley the 
early colony survived, a number of crisis that threatened the very 
exsistence of the settlement. During, jtlie Indian -uprisi^ 
with the ; £ppperatip#
best private fort if i cat ions /in ;;.,Nebraskaj in 1874, during a grasshopper 
scourge, he went to Washington and negotiated a $150,000 loan for territpr- 
ial relief and appealed to railroad magnet Jay Gould for free rail 
transpprtation fpr relief goods shipped to Nebraska, which he did secure.

He
Greatly interested in education, St:^Jj!^^^

Hall Cpunty and served as a directpr for 40 years.
was also instrumental in the organization of the State Grange and the 
promotion of tree planting.

In 1922 the Stolley farmstead was j3r_iesented to the State of Nebraska 
as a gift from the people of Grand Island and [named as ^plley; Stae

^



Nebraska History, Special Issue, 19:46.

Files ~ Nebraska State Historical Society

Federal Writer's Project, Nebraska* A Guide to the Corrihusker State,
CNew York: Viking Press, 1939).

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY ' 

———————— J ——————————— i ————————————— , ————————————————————————
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 98° 21- 37" 40 o 54 » 07 •- 
NE 98° 21' 31" 40° 54 ' 07" 
SE 98° 21' 31" 40° 53' 55" 

.. sw .£3°.. 21' 37" 40 ° 53 ' 55 "

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
) DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
0 OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
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Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees A, 
o . • » o
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ORGANIZATION DATE

Nebraska State Historical Society Sept .
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1500 "R" Street
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Lincoln

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State [^ Local Q

Name / / \^Xsi~(As^/\) Ad) /\A-^&[/(-^

Title Director, Nebraska State
Historical Society 

Date September 29, 1971

STATE

Nebraska

MGITUDE

linutes Seconds

CODE

CODE

CODE

CODE
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29. 1971

CODE

31

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preseuvatlort*-

MAR 1 6 197?
Date

ATTEST:

/f/y^M^^//^^^^
Keeper of Tfye National Regiftter
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CONDITION CHECK ONE

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED J£ORIGINALSITE

—8SOOD —RUINS -3JALTERED —MOVED DATE _______
—FAIR _ UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The six acre area nominated as the Stolley Park Historic District 
included three structures and the site of "Fort Independence."

The William Stolley residence, the oldest structure nominated, has 
remained virtually unchanged over the years. The log cabin was built by 
William Stolley in 1858-59 from cottonwood logs as a one and one-half 
story, two room home. This building has been continuously occupied since 
1859. In recent years new asphalt shingles (the roof is still supported by 
the original cottonwood saplings) have been added along with clapboard 
siding. In 1894 a two-story frame structure was added, on a "T" con 
figuration, to the south of the df:ig|nal log cabin.

Located northeast of the Stolley cabin is the first public school 
building in Hall County (District No. 1) built in 1869-70. This one-room 
school house is of frame construction with clapboard siding and wood shingle 
roof* It has been slightly altered since its construction in 1869-70. 
The ^chool was_relocated to its present site. A new sftingle roof and 
interior plaster restoration have been completed.

L^cated^west of the ..,Stol.l.ey__J.gg_jcabln .ji§_^.r.giQjgss^j^jt.^i3Ljof ,:the ; John 
The one-room log home was built by Herman Vasold for Fred 

Hedde in early 1858. Mr. Hedde traded this house to William Stolley in late 
1858 and the house was occupied for several months by the Hann family. The 
present structure is an accurate reconstruction of. the original Hann Ibg 
cabin. Logs for the restoration (completed July 4, 1932) came from the 
Ewoldt cabin built on Wood River in 1858 by Cay Ewoldt. The original 
Hann log cabin had slough-grass roof but this was replaced by hand-split 
wooden shingles, in the early 1900 f s. The reconstructed: Hann log cabin 
has split-wood shingles.

The site of "Fort Independence" is located 150 yards south of the 
Stolley home. Built jointly by William Stolley and his neighbors for pro 
tection during the Indian uprisings in 1864, the fortified blockhouse was 
built of cottonwood logs and measured 24 square feet. The roof was con 
structed i&£ logs covered with sod. In the walls were 25 portholes arranged 
in two tiers. An underground stable for the horses (88 feet long) was 
excavated adjoining the block house on the west side - the roof also being 
constructed of logs and sod. At the present time a small stone fence 
marks the outline of the former blockhouse.

A small frame structure with hoard and batten siding is located 
between the Stolley home and the reconstructed Hann log cabin. This 
structure was used as a summer kitchen. At' the present time it is being 
used as storage space.
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In the spring of 1860 William Stolley began one of the first 
extensive tree plantings in Nebraska. Over 6,000 trees were planted 
on his claim, some are still located in the, area of the presently 
nominated Stolley Park Historic District,'
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The boundaries to the William Stolley Homestead and Site of Fort 
Independence have been altered from those originally included in the 
Stolley State Park Historic District. The southern boundary, upon 
survey, was discovered to include a modern housing development, a 
result of an error in figuring the original longitude and latitude. 
The eastern boundary was expanded slightly to include protection of 
School District #1 building. The northern and western boundaries 
were reduced because park development since 1927 has substantially 
altered the appearance of these areas.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In the spring <$f 1857 thirty-seven German immigrants left Davenport, 
Ii6wa, to establish a town in the Central Platte Valley of Nebraska Terri 
tory. The town company was sponsored by the Washington, D.C., banking 
firm of Chubb Brothers and Barrows. The party was lead by Fred Hedde, 
with William Stolley being an important official. On July 4, 1857, the 
party established a townsite about one mile north of the famed Grand Is 
land of the Platte River, naming their settlement in its honor. Stolley 
filed the first squatter's claim and the company constructed four log 
houses.

During the winter of 1857-58, the Chubb Brothers and Barrows Bank 
failed. Left without financial support, the company abandoned the town 
and established individual family farms.

In 1859-^0 W^J-j-a^Sjtolley-built a log house which still stands. 
During the Indian uprisings of 1864, a fortification was established on 
the Stolley farm. It was named "Fort Independence" and was constructed 
of cottonwood logs and sod. Stolley served on an 1874 committee which 
petitioned the Congress for relief from the grasshopper plagues. Largely 
through his efforts $150,000 was appropriated and Nebraska railroads 
agreed to transport relief goods free of charge.

Greatly interested in education, Stolley helped organize School 
District No. 1 in Hall County and served as a director for 40 years. He 
aas also instrumental in the organization of the State Grange and the 
prom©tion of tree planting. Stolley was a member of the Hall County 
Agricultural Society.

In 1927 the Stolley farmstead was presented to-the State of Nebraska 
as a gift from the people of Grand Island and named Stolley State Park 
by the Nebraska Legislature that same year. In January, 1974, Stolley 
Bark was transferred to the City of Grand Island.
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