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The ten acre area nominated as the Stolley State Park Historic Distric
includes three structures and the site of "Fort Independence."

The William Stolley residence, the oldest structure nominated, has
remalned virtually unchanged over the years. The log cabin was built by

two-room home. ThlS buildlng ‘has been contlnuously occupied-sinee 1859

In recent years new asphalt roof tile (the roof is still supported by the

In 1894 a two story frame structure was added on a "TM configuration, to
the south of the orlginal log cabin.

Located west of the’ Stolley log cabin is a reconstructignlnfmthemiohn
{Hann_ lqgmhouse. ‘The one~room log home was built by Herman Vasold for Fred
Hedde in early 1858 who traded this house to William Stolley in late 1858
and was occupied for several months by the Hann family. The present.
structure is ‘an accurate reconstruction of the original Hann log cabin.

Logs for the restoration (July 4, 1932) came from the Ewoldt cabin built
-jon Wood River in 1858 by Cay Ewoldt. The original Hann log cabin and the
reconstruction had a slough-grass roof but this has been since replaced by
hand-split wooden shingles, in the early 1900's, on the. reconstructed Hann
log cabin, ;

Located northeast of the Stolley cabln is the’ first public school
buildingwin Hall County~(Dlstrict No. 1), built in 1869=70. This one~room
school house is of frame construction w1th,clapboard siding and wood shingle
roof and has remained virtually unchanged since it's comstruction, in 1869-70
At the present. time the 1nterlor of the school house is in the process of

being restored.

The site of "Fort Independence" is located 150 yards south of the
|Stolley home. Built jointly by William Stolley and his neighbors for pro-
tection during the Ind an uprisings in 1864. The fgrtlfled blockhouse was
built of cottonwood logs and measured 24 feet square. The roof was con-
structed . of logs covered with sod. In the walls were 25 portholes arranged
in two tiers. An underground stable for the horses (88 feet long) was

excavated, gdjoining .the blockhouse on the west side, the roof of this also.
being constructed of logs and sod. At ‘the present time a small stone fence
marks the outline of the former blockhouse. ~

“In t é\Spring of 1862 William Stolley began what was one of the first
ree cultures in Nebraska. . Over 6,000 trees were planted on his claim,

4 “gf Which are still located in the area of the presently nominated
'Stolley State Park Historic District.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In May of 1857 a party of thirty-seven persons, comprised mostly of
recent German ﬁmﬁlgrants from Schleswig-Holstein, under the sponsorship of
‘the Davenport, Iowa banking firm of Chubb Brothers and Barrows left -
Davenport on a speculative enterprise of founding a town in the Platte
Valley, in the center of the Territory of Nebraska.

{

Under the guidance of William Stolley, the Town Company arrived at
the site of the present city of Grand Island, Hall County, on July 4, 1857.
At that time Stolley established there the first squatter's claim in the
county and the Town Company, as a Whole, built four log houses.

After the town site had been established, Stolley, in 1859-6Q, huilt
a log home, patterned after log homes he observed in the early settlements
of the present cities of Fremont and Columbus, through_whlch.the Toun
Company passed in their journey to Grand Island.

Through the initiative and able.leadership of Wllllam Stolley the
early colony survived a number of crisis that threatened the very
exsistence of the settlement. Durlngrthe Indian-uprising--of-1864, Stolley,
with the cooperation of his neighbors, built ohe of.the first and perhaps
best private fortifications in Nebraska; in 1874, during a grasshopper
scourge, he went to Washlngton and negotlated a. $150 000 loan for territor-
ial relief and appealed to railroad magnet Jay Gould for free rail
transportation for relief goods shipped to Nebraska, which he did secure.

Greatly interested in education, Stolley helped organize School
District No. 1 in Hall County ‘and served as a director for 40 years. He
was also instrumental in the organization of the State Grange and the

promotlon of tree planting.

In 1927 the Stolley farmstead was presented- to thexState of Nebraﬁka
as a gift from the people of Grand Island and named’ as Sfolley S t? Pa}k
by the Nebraska Legislature that same year. vy

™




Nebraska History, Special Issue, 1946.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN). PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The six acre area nomlnated as the Stolley Park Hlstoric District
included three structures and the 81te of "Fort Independence.

The William Stolley residence, the oldest structure nominated, has
remained virtually unchanged over the years. The log cabin was built by
William Stolley in 1858-59 from cottonwood logs as a one and one-half
story, two room home. This building has been continuously occupied since
1859. 1In recent years new asphalt shingles (the roof is still supported by
the original cottonwood: saplings) have been added along ‘with clapboard
81d1ng. In 1894 a two-story frame structure was added, on a "T" con-
figuration, to the south of the original 1og cabln :

Located northeast of the Stolley cabin is the first public school
building in Hall County (District No. 1) built in 1869-70. This one-room
school house is of frame construction with clapboard siding and wood shingle
roof. It has been slightly altered since its construction in 1869~ 70.

The school was relocated to its present site. A new shingle roof and
interior plaster restoration have been completed

Located west of the Stolley logmcabin is a reconstructlon of ‘the John
Hann log house. The one-room log home was built by Herman Vasold for Fred
Hedde in early 1858. Mr. Heddé traded this house to William Stolley in late
1858 and the house was occupied for several months by the Hann family. The

- présent’ structure is an-accurate ‘reconstruction of the original Hann log
cabin. ‘Logs for the restoration (completed July 4, 1932) came from the
Ewoldt cabin built on Wood River in 1858 by Cay- EWoldt. The original
Hann log cabin had slough-grass roof but this was “replaced by’ hand-split
wooden shingles, in the early 1900 s. The reconstructed ‘Hanti log cabln
has splitswood shingles. ° ‘ .

The site of "Fort Independence" is located 150 yards south of the .
Stolley home. Built jointly by William Stolley and his neighbors for pro-
tection during the Indian uprisings in 1864, the fortified blockhouse was
built of cottoénwood logs and méasured 24 square feet. The roof was con-
structed Hf logs covered with sod:. - In the walls were 25 portholes arranged
in two tiers. An underground stablecfor the horses (88 feet long) was
excavated adjoining the block house on the west side -~ the roof also being
constructed of logs and sod. At the present time a small stone fence
marks the outline of the former blockhouse.

A small frame structure with board and batten siding is located
between the Stolley home and the reconstructed Hann log cabin. This
structure was used as a summer kitchen. At"the present time it is belng
used as storage space.
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In the spring of 1860 William Stolley began one of the first
extensive tree plantings in Nebraska. Over 6,000 trees were planted
on his claim, some are still located in the, area of the presently
nominated Stolley Park Historic District.
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The boundaries to the William Stolley Homestead and Site of Fort
Independence have been altered from those originally included in the
Stolley State Park Historic District. The southern boundary, upon
survey, was discovered to include a modern housing development, a
result of an error in figuring the original longitude and latitude.
The eastern boundary was expanded slightly to include protection of
School District #1 building. The northern and western boundaries
were reduced because park development since 1927 has substantially
altered the appearance of these areas.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE.

In the spring of 1857 thirty-seven German immigrants left Davenport,
Ibwa, to establish a town in the Central Platte Valley of Nebraska Terri-
tory. The town company was sponsored by the Washington, D.C., banking
firm of Chubb- Brothers and Barrows. The party was lead by Fred Hedde,
with William Stolley being an important official. On July 4, 1857, the
party established a townsite about one mile north of the famed Grand Is-
land of the Platte River, naming their settlement in its honor. Stolley
filed the first squatter's claim and the company constructed four log
houses. : '

During\v the winter of 1857-58, the Chubb Brothers and Barrows Bank
failed. Left without financial support, the company abandoned the town
and established individual family. farms.

In 1859-60 William Stolley built a log house which still stands.
During the Indian uﬁ?fEIﬁgéjof 1864, a fortification was established on
the Stolley farm. It was named "Fort Independence" and was constructed
of cottonwood logs and sod. Stolley served on an 1874 committee which
petitioned the Congress. for relief from the grasshopper plagues. Largely
through his efforts $150,000 was appropriated and Nebraska railroads
agreed to transport relief goods free of charge. ' - :

Greatly interested in education, Stolley helped organize School
District No. 1 in Hall County and served as a director for 40 years. He
aas also instrumental in the organization of the State Grange and the
prometion of tree planting. Stolley was a member of the Hall County
Agricultural Society. :

In 1927 the Stolley farmstead was presented to-the State-of Nebraska
as a gift from the people of Grand Island and named Stolley State Park
by the Nebraska Legislature that same year. In January, 1974, Stolley
Park was transferred to the City of Grand Island. .
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