
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number / 0^1—10 

1 HC Photo no 

(over) 

5M-2-75-R061465 (20M-2^76) 

In Area no. Form no. 

Mid-Camb. I I C 5 

1- Town Cambri rigf 

Address O x f o r d / D i v i n i t y A v e . 

Name U n i v e r s i t y Museum 

Present use museum 

Present owner H a r v a r d U n i v e r s i t y 

3. Description: s 

Date 1859-89 , 1891 , 1901 1913 j 

Source deed and H a r v a r d r eco rds I 

Style P r i m a r i l y I t a l i a n Renaissance 

Architect (see back) \ 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k , brownstone 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features mass ive b r i c k museum bu: 

d u r i n g t w e l v e s tages o v e r p e r i o d o f 

s i : x t v y e a r s . , 

Altered Y e s - v a r i o u s Date 
a d d i t i o n s , changes from 1871-1913 
Moved No Date 

5. Lot size-

One acre or less ^ Over one acre 

Approximate frontage £̂ 50 feet 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

130 f e e t 

6. Recorded by Rober t R e t t i g / R o b e r t 
Ny lander 

OrganizationCambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 19 6 7-6 8 

LVTM- 6cbTc>f-' /Oum+-
1 Y525m:)/v̂ 9575r> 



. A r c h i t e c t s : Museum of Comparative Zoology: Greenough £ Sne l l (1859-88) 
Geological/Mineralogy Museums: unknown (1888-91, 1901) 
Botanical Museum: Shaw & Hunnewell, Walter Burke (1901) 
Peabody Museum o f Archeology and Ethnology: Robert H. Slack, 

Stone, Carpenter £ Co. (1876, 1888,1915) 
Walter Burke 

7. Origiaal owner (if known) Independent i n s t i t u t i o n organized by Professor Louis 
AgdS'b'iz 

Original use museixm ' 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates s ame 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 
XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

JL 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

XX 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The U n i v e r s i t y Museum was f i r s t b u i l t and adminis te red as_an 
independent i n s t i t u t i o n and was not t u rned over t o Harvard u n t i l 1876. 
The Museum was conceived by Professor Louis Agassiz (1807-1873), who 
brought toge the r d iverse c o l l e c t i o n s : zoology, minera logy , botany and 
an thropology . These were housed i n a huge s i : x - l e v e l b u i l d i n g . Twelve 

* l a t e r sec t ions were added by seven a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m s , over a pe r i od 
o f s i x t y yea r s . The degree o f a r c h i t e c t u r a l u n i t y i s remarkable, 
a t t r i b u t a b l e to the s imple design and cons i s t en t use o f the same 
m a t e r i a l s . 

Louis Agassiz was a Swiss-born s c i e n t i s t o f great prominence. 
He was renowned f o r h i s b r i l l i a n t theory o f the Ice Age. ^Agassiz he ld 
the Chair o f Na tu r a l H i s t o r y at Harvard ' s Lawrence S c i e n t i f i c 
School s t a r t i n g i n 184 8. 

The o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g (1859) was designed by Henry Greenough and 
George S n e l l . Greenough was a gentleman a r c h i t e c t w i t h o u t fo rma l 
t r a i n i n g . His o ther l o c a l commissions i n c l u d e d the Atheneum i n Cent ra l 
Square ( l a t e r used as the f i r s t C i t y H a l l ) , and houses for_prominent 
Cambridge c i t i z e n s , i n c l u d i n g Agass iz . S n e l l was the a r c h i t e c t o f 
Boston's Music H a l l . The f i r s t u n i t o f the museum i s a spare, 
r e c t angu l a r mass w i t h a p r o j e c t i n g entrance p a v i l i o n and windows o f 
v a r y i n g he igh t s w i t h brownstone l i n t e l s and s i l l s . 

The o r i g i n a l design underwent some m o d i f i c a t i o n s . One change i n 
the 1870s was to add a mansard r o o f t o the o r i g i n a l w i n g . The Peabody 
Museum wing and l a t e r a d d i t i o n s were cons t ruc ted s t a r t i n g i n 1876. 
The Mjseun meets c r i te r ion B for i t s associ itions with Louis Agassiz and cr i ter ion 
C for the unity and quality of i t s Renaissaice design. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

V. 



TMA/HNTORY FOR.M CONTINUATION SHEET 

-.MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICU CCM-GSSION 
Office of the Secretarv', Boston 

Community: 
Cambridge, Mass. 
Cambridge MRA 

rorni No: 

Property ^ ^ y ^ ^ o u x y e Area 

Indicate each item on inventoiy f o m v^iiich is being continued belcw. 

u r>,mK,-i Hrrfs M i ' l t i D l e ResouTce  
' ' Nomination 

Bunting, Bainbridge, and Floyd, Margaret H ed_,J|||a|d, 
An Architectural History. Cambridge: The Belknap ?ress or 
Harvard University, 1985 

Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Co^ission, | ^ ^ ^ , t f f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
History i n Cambridge. Cambridge: The MIT Press. 

""Report One: East Cambridge (19°^^ 
Report Two: Mid Cambridge (1967) 
Report Three: cambridgeport (1971) 
Report Four: old Cambridge d^^^) 
Report Five: Northwest Cambridge ( l y / / ) 

Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Society, Proceedings. Cambridge, _̂  
1906-present 

Daughters of the American Revolution, Hannait^Wiathrop-
Chapter, An H i s t o r i c a l Guide to CamPridge. Cambridge, 190/ 

Gilman, A., ed., Cambridge of |i3hteen Hundred and Ninety 
Six. Cambridge: The Riverside Press, 189b 

Paige, L.R., History of Cambridge. Boston: H.O Hougton and 
Company, 1877 

^i^^^^-^\'A.vAv.^AA^-^^^ 
Society, 1930 

Rettig, R.B., Guide to Cambridqe Architecture. Cambridge: 
The MIT Press, 1969 

Stillman, W.J., ed., Poetic L o c a l i t i e s of Cambridge. Boston: 
James R. Osgood and Company, 1876 

woods, R.A., and Kennedy, A.J.; Warner, S.B., ed., The Zone 
of Emergence. Cambridge: The MIT Press, 1962 

Zaitzevsky, C, with the advice of the Review Committee 
memb;?s. The Harvard University |tudi: o| M ^ s ^ 
ArchitectHHl Properties m the Environs of Cambridge, 
( A p r i l 1983 - December 1984) 

Staple to Inventory forTn at bottom 



N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S united»t.t..D.p.rtm.nto(th. interior 
National Parte Service 

( EyALu^-nSnf ^¥i&kH SHEET V 

A A 

r.::/cwMER OBJECTION 
Working No. A/~-A^-/t>'JJ'a~2-

S t a t e , b o u n t y /Z/y^' y^^Z^^Ae-< -̂yy : Fed. Reg. D a U : 
Federal Agency: Date Due: A/z/A>' 

/ Ac t ion: A C C E P T 
r e s u b m i s s i o n -^r* >̂  > ^ R F T H R N ^ - / . g - ^ ^ 

x^omlnat lon by person or local government R E J E C T 
y owner ob ject ion photos_Z_ 

.appeal maps 

Substant ive Rev iew: sample request , appeal NR decision 

^ i Reviewer 's c o m m e n t s 
3^ ^^^.*vd 2^ M.6\\9D ^AiiAJA^ A hMuf f^J 

J >^/AxiA^:^XAA.^ c/ ^ Reviewer ycOjiuk A^AAAXZ) 

^^y<X\JUXAi cl ihi ayM , JiAxUi<>Bxrv\^ Ayyi^y^IAo^^ Discipiine "t^yjC^i^^ 
^ A Date (s\]0\f^^^ 
' - ^ y see continuation sheet 

•it'omination returned for: technical correct ions cited below 
^substant ive r e a s o n s d iscussed below 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C i a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of P r o p e r t y 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l P e s c r i p t i o n 

6 . R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

Mn tfMsnMrwri dt^lMeT ____ no 

7 . D e s c r i p t i o n 

. *aAarioraia6 unaltvfw] original kit* 
. goo* njins •Itvrvd 
_ lam tJnaxpoMd 

(H kMaaim\.p>itaiaat t 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c lar i ty 
a I te ra t ions / in tegr i ty 
dates 
boundary se lec t ion 



S. Significance 
— — — — — — ^ _ ^ 
P^r*** A M M a l l t t »» iHcn i . « C I . » U L am* >u«Uf) 

«^»clf« *«f« »idiaar tjKMtact 

tatatnaM al Hgnlficamat (In ama aaragtm>>) 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
clarity 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
re lat ing signi f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t eg r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of excep t ion 
o ther 

S . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . G e o g r s p h t c s l D a t a 

1 1 , F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

t2. State Historic Preservstion Officer Certfficcttan 
Tfm rva*ki*i*0 »t5f»Wic»f»c» m»» prop*n> w*mtfi me »tvt* : 

rwtton*! mtM*.T k>c*: 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to IRJUUAI /^AdlCjA) 

^ . ^ n e ^ ^ M / p l S ^ ^ ^ ^ n. t . ^ - / A r ^ Phone: 202 272 -3504 

Comments for cny item mey be continued on en tttcched rheet 



iAr-;ACEUSErrs HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
30 30YLST0N STilZZT, 30ST0N, MA o2116 

l^ridae I I I C 5 

USGS Mao =26 

PHOTO: (3x3** or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to l e f t side oi fom 

Photo auaber 37-21A 

(See At tached Map) 

Totm 
Canbr idge, Mass. 
C a m b r i d g e MRA 

s u r d MAP 
Show property's locatioa in relatioa 

to nearest cross streets and/or 
seofraphical features. Indicate 
a l l buildings betveen inventoried 
property and aearest intersection, 
ladicate aorth. 

Address 11-25 D i v i n i t y Avenue 

His tor ic Kaae U n i v e r s i t y Museum 

Use: Present^ 

Original 

museum 

museum 

DESCRIPTIOK: 

Date 1859 

Source deed and Harvard Records 

Style I t a l i a n Renaissance 

Ayrh<teet Greenough and Sne l l 

Exter ior wa l l fabr ic b r i c k , brownstone 

Outbuildings None 

f la jor al terat ioas (with dates) 1871-1911 

see back 

Recorded by ^- R e t t i g / R . Nylander / 
T. A ldu ino 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Cnmm. 

Date 1957/1968/1985 

UTM 1 9 / 3 2 5 8 0 0 / 4 6 9 3 7 5 0 
USGS Quad: Boston North 

Moved no Date NA 

Approx. acreage^ 3590 acres 

Setting U n i v e r s i t y Museum i s balancec 
t o the east by the B i o l o g i c a l 
Laboratorv, 1930, and bv the Farlow 
ana U n i v e r s i t y Herbaria, 1836, to 
the n o r t h . 

(Staple additioaal sheets here) 



•> ^ „ , , -T'̂ -;:TrAMrr fn#<;r-ibe important architecrural features £id 

.(See attached sheet) 

(See attached sheet) 

BIBLI03«JW ^ O T KEPSIENCES CBa« of publication, author. <late »d publisher) 

(See attached Standard Bibliography) 

S p e c i f i c References: 

easier P a t r i c i a Joanne, P e r s o n a l i t i e s . P o l i t i c s and P a t r o n s ^ j t ^ 

March, 1976. 

D i c t i o n a r y ofAmerican Biography 

T h e D e v e l o H E £ i l ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' I f ̂ T PBO""' ' Harvard U n i v e r s i t y Press, Cambridge, MA., 19iU. 

icM - '/s; 



JITVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Of f i c e of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: Form No. 

Mid-Cambridge M.C. Mid-Cambridge I I C 5 

Property Name: U n i v e r s i t y 
Museum 

In d i c a t e each item on i n v e n t o r y form which i s being continued below. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l S i g n i f i c a n c e (cont'd) 

The U n i v e r s i t y Museum i s a huge, s i x - l e v e l U-shaped b u i l d i n g of 
364 by 269 f o o t dimensions t h a t was erected between 1859 and 1913 t o house 
such diverse studies as zoology, mineralogy, botany, and anthropology. The 
b u i l d i n g d i d not grow s y s t e m a t i c a l l y from a s i n g l e center, ^ j j ^ J J f . „ 
s t r u c t e d i n twelve sections under the d i r e c t i o n of seven a r c h i t e c t u r a l firms 
over a period of almost s i x t y years. 

"The f i r s t s e c t i o n (1859), devoted t o comparative zoology, was designed 
by Henry Greenough and George S n e l l . Their c o l l a b o r a t i o n seems t o have 
been a one-time a f f a i r . Greenough, b r o t h e r of the s c u l p t o r and a r c h i ­
t e c t u r a l c r i t i c , Horatio Greenough, was a s o r t of 18th-century gentle­
man-architect w i t h o u t p r o f e s s i o n a l t r a i n i n g He designed the o l d 
Athenaeum i n Central Square ( l a t e r used.as the f i r s t c i t y h a l l ) and 
houses f o r a number of prominent Cambiridge resxdents,. i n c l u d i n g t h a t 
of Louis Agassiz on Quincy Street.... . (George .Snell was.a Boston,, 
a r c h i t e c t whose most important work was th e Boston: Music H a l l , . i b i ^ , r 
o f f Tremont St r e e t . ) The f i r s t u n i t of the: museum has a spare, clean... 
cut q u a l i t y , whose r e c t a n g u l a r mass., depends on a p r o j e c t i n g entrance 
p a v i l l i o n ( e n t i r e l y r e b u i l t on a much,larger scale i n 1895 and lyub) 
and on v a r i a t i o n s i n window heights emphasized by the brownstone lin---,,. 
t e l s capping each window. . . . The four-story.;:b.xiilding was composed 
of three h o r i z o n t a l d i v i s i o n s : a high basementrwxth windows and two 
p r i n c i p a l zones, each d i v i d e d i n t o a main s t o r y and a mezzanine. Later 
an a t t i c s t o r y was added t o make s i x l e v e l s l i g h t e d by windows. The 
d i s t i n c t i o n between p r i n c i p a l and mezzanine l e v e l s r e f l e c t s i n t e r i o r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n by which e x h i b i t i o n g a l l e r i e s are d i v i d e d i n t o a main 
f l o o r augmented by a balcony surrounding the high c e n t r a l space of 
each h a l l . (Several such i n t e r i o r can s t i l l be seen i n the comparative 
zoology section.) The absence of picturesque elements m t h i s block 
was appropriate f o r a b u i l d i n g t h a t was t o be p a r t of a much larger 
complex. 

"The o r i g i n a l design underwent some m o d i f i c a t i o n s . One change i n the 
e a r l y 70's added a mansard roo f t o the o r i g i n a l wing i n order to pro­
vide an a d d i t i o n a l o f f i c e s t o r y . When the 1876 (Peabody Museum) wing 
was b u i l t , a continuous l i n e of arched windows was s u b s t i t u t e d f o r the 
mansard dormers so as t o create a f u l l a t t i c s t o r y ; i n 1884 t h i s a t t i c 
scheme replaced the mansard r o o f on the o r i g i n a l wing t o b r i n g i t i n t o 
c onformity w i t h the r e s t of the b u i l d i n g . Another m o d i f i c a t i o n was 
to increase the h e i g h t of a l l windows, e s p e c i a l l y those of the two 
mezzanine l e v e l s , thus making them r e g u l a r f l o o r s (the second and _ 
fo u r t h ) though the o r i g i n a l square mezzanine windows s t i l l remain m 
the 1859 wing. At the same time, f l u s h brownstone l i n t e l s and l a t e r 

• segmental b r i c k arches were s u b s t i t u t e d f o r the e a r l i e r academic 

Staple t o Inventory form a t bottom 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MJVSSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL C0MI4ISSI0N 
O f f i c e o f t h e S e c r e t a r y , B o s t o n 

I n d i c a t e ea 

*^°™6aml3"r̂ '̂ ge, Mass. 
Mid-Cambridge 
Cambridge MRA 

Form No. 
M.C. 
I I C 5 

Proper ty Name: U n i v e r s i t y 
Museum 

ch item on i n v e n t o r y form which i s being continued below. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l S i g n i f i c a n c e (cont'd) 

brownstone l i n t e l s capped by a crown molding. A small amount of Panel 
Brick decoration was incorporated i n the southeast p a v i l l i o n (1876) 

w e l l as those t h a t frame the main (west) facade, and f i n a l l y a 
^Lge gabled p a v i l l i o n f i l l e d w i t h an arch enclosing a bank of windows 
was added i n 1889 t o the west facade t o provide a p r i n c i p a l entrance, 
even though each major s e c t i o n of the b u i l d i n g continues have i t s 
own entrance. Despite these accents there i s a ^ " ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ ^ f 
about the design; e s s e n t i a l l y the museum i s a huge warehouse f o r the 
storage and d i s p l a y of vast c o l l e c t i o n s . Although the i n t e r i o r s have 
been l u b j e c t t o mu^h remodeling, f l o o r supports are u s u a l l y exposed, 
and the u t i l i t a r i a n character of the s t r u c t u r e i s i n d i c a t e d by the 
f u n c t i o n a l exposure of i r o n s t a i r s and c a s t - i r o n columns and by the 
fn?erioS use of b r i c k s i m i l a r t o t h a t employed outside." (Report Four, 
pp. 170-171. ) , 

H i s t o r i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e (cont'd) 

The U n i v e r s i t y Museum was b u i l t i n 1859 and administered as inde­
pendent i n s t i t u t i o n and was not turned over t o Harvard u n t i l 1876. The 
Suseum was conceived by Professor Louis Agassiz (1807-1873), who brought 
t T g e l l e r d iverse c o l l e c t i o n s i n zoology, mineralogy, botany and anthropology. 
LoSis Agassiz was a Swiss-born s c i e n t i s t of great prominence He was re­
nowned f o r h i s b r i l l i a n t theory of the Ice Age. Agassiz held the Chair of 
Natural H i s t o r y a t Harvard's Lawrence S c i e n t i f i c School s t a r t i n g m 1848. 

The U n i v e r s i t y Museum represented a new departure i n museum h i s t o r y . 
E a r l i e r American museums were c o l l e c t i o n s of s c i e n t i f i c c u r i o s i t i e s while 
the e x h i b i t i o n s of p r i v a t e c o l l e c t o r s favored d i s p l a y s t o a t t r a c t the public 
d o l l a r . 

" I n 1859, a new approach appeared as . . . Harvard's Louis Agassiz 
l i o n e e r L d the use of the museum as an educational t o o l ^J-^J/^^^.^^^^J^^ 
c h i l d , the Museum of Comparative Zoology (MCZ) . . . ' , ̂ ^^^J^^J^^Se 
i n s t r u c t i o n today i s done through the classroom and 
MCZ was a primary educational t o o l i n the t r a i n i n g of ̂ ^P^^J;"^ " ^ t u r a i 
i s t s . When the Peabody Museum of American Archaeology and Ethnology 
was founded at Harvard only seven years l a t e r m 1866, was only 
l o g i c a l t h a t the methods p r a c t i c e d by the MCZ influenced i t s organiza 
t i o n . " (easier.) 

At Agassiz- death i n 1873 the management of the museum went to his son, 
Alexander Agassiz, who d i r e c t e d much of the museum s growth. 

Conti nued 

Staple t o Inventory form at Bottom 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
O f f i c e of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 
1 Canoridge, Mass. 

Mid-Cambr idge 

Form No. 

M.C. ^ 

tdiiibr'idge MRA 
P r o p e r t y Name: U n i v e r s i t y 

s^TiT^ • • - •• 

I n d i c a t e each item on in v e n t o r y form which i s being continued below 

H i s t o r i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e (cont'd) 

The Museum of Compara 
v e r s i t y Museum. Many promin 
under Louis Agassiz. Among 
with o u t pay, set a precedent 
p o r t a n t t o the museum's surv 
and Lyman himself served a t 
p u p i l was Samuel Garman, who 
fi s h e s and marine i n v e r t e b r a 
b u t i o n t o t h a t f i e l d . 

t i v e Zoology was the f i r s t name f o r the Uni-
ent American n a t u r a l i s t s of the time worked 
them was Theodore Lyman, who, by serving 
f o r v o l u n t e e r a s s i s t a n t s which became im-

i v a l . Lyman's f a t h e r was Mayor of Boston, 
erm i n Congress i n 1882. Another Agassiz 
became supervisor of the c o l l e c t i o n s of 

tes and made a s u b s t a n t i a l s c h o l a r l y c o n t r i -

Alexander Agassiz brought t o the museum vast q u a n t i t i e s of study 
m a t e r i a l from h i s own oceanographic e x p e d i t i o n s . Agassiz served as 
d i r e c t o r u n t i l 1898. I n 1927, under the d i r e c t i o n of Dr. Thomas Barbour, 
renovations were undertaken t o rearrange the museum's l i b r a r y and study 
c o l l e c t i o n s , g i v i n g up some e x h i b i t space. 

I n 1890, the s e c t i o n of the U n i v e r s i t y Museum housing 
was b u i l t . The M i n e r a l o g i c a l Cabinet, begun i n 1784 by Prof 
Waterhouse of the Medical School, was the ol d e s t c o l l e c t i o n 
n a t u r a l h i s t o r y a t the U n i v e r s i t y . That c o l l e c t i o n was t r a n 
Harvard H a l l t o the new space at the U n i v e r s i t y Museum. The 
Museum developed almost simultaneously w i t h the mineralogica 
Am.ong the prominent g e o l o g i s t s who were teachers and cu r a t o r 
Dwight Whitney and Henry Crosby Stetson. Included i n the co 
two unique models, one of the volcano Kilauea and one of the 

mineralogy 
essor Benjamin 
of o bjects of 
s f e r r e d from 
Geological 

1 c o l l e c t i o n s , 
s were Joseph 
l l e c t i o n s are 
Boston Basin. 

The B o t a n i c a l Museum was b u i l t i n 1890, a l l o w i n g l e c t u r e and lab 
a c t i v i t i e s to r e l o c a t e out of crov/ded quarters at Harvard and Massachusetts 
H a l l s . George L i n c o l n Goodale conceived of the idea t o d i s p l a y plant l i f e , 
l i k e the z o o l o g i c a l d i s p l a y of mounted animals, but d r i e d p l a n t s were not 
e f f e c t i v e . He chose glass as the medium f o r h i s p l a n t m.odels, having 
seen a few z o o l o g i c a l models i n glass r e p r e s e n t i n g j e l l y f i s h and other 
i n v e r t e b r a t e s . 

The glass flowers have become one of the most famous parts of the 
m>useum's c o l l e c t i o n s . The flowers are the work of the German glassworkers 
Leopold Blaschka and h i s son, Rudolph Blaschka. Their work f o r the Uni­
v e r s i t y was done over more than f i ' f t y years and was funded by g i f t s from 
Mrs. E l i z a b e t h C. Ware and her daughter, Mary Lee Ware of Boston. The 
Ware C o l l e c t i o n of Glass Flowers was o f f i c i a l l y presented i n 1893 as a 
memorial t o Dr. Charles E l i o t Ware. There are several thousands of models 
representing p l a n t s and flowers i n t h e i r n a t u r a l size and some enlarged 
p a r t s to show d e t a i l s . 

Continued 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
O f f i c e of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 
Cambrodge. Mass. 
Mid-Cambridge 

Form No. 
M.C. 
I I C 5 

Property Name: U n i v e r s i t y 
j Museum 

I n d i c a t e each item on i n v e n t o r y form which i s being continued below. 

H i s t o r i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e (cont'd) 

The Peabody Museum was the nation's only anthropology museum at 
the time o f i t s founding i n 1866, and from e a r l y on i t i n i t i a t e d and 
funded e x p l o r a t i o n s and excavations. The money t o s t a r t the museum was 
given by George Peabody, and the f i r s t c u r a t o r was Professor J e f f r i e s 
Wyman. The c o l l e c t i o n s grew r a p i d l y w i t h g i f t s from such d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
sources as the Boston Athenaeum, the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Society 
and the Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n . Valuable c o l l e c t i o n s from Europe were 
also acquired. When Wyman died i n 18 74, Asa Gray was appointed c u r a t o r 
pro tern. He selected Frederick Ward Putnam t o be curat o r i n 18 75. 
Putnam had been a student of Louis Agassiz and went on t o be a curat o r 
of Anthropology a t the American Museum of Natural H i s t o r y i n New York. 
When the museum b u i l d i n g was completed i n 1877, the c o l l e c t i o n s were 
t r a n s f e r r e d from Boylston H a l l . Generous g i f t s from Charles P i c k e r i n g 
Bowditch., and l a t e r h i s w i f e , gave the museum resources w i t h which t o grow. 

Today the U n i v e r s i t y Museum i s a world renowned center f o r teaching 
and research i n the n a t u r a l and s o c i a l sciences. The U n i v e r s i t y Museum 
mieets C r i t e r i o n A f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h events t h a t c o n t r i b u t e t o an 
understanding of i n t e l l e c t u a l and s c i e n t i f i c h i s t o r y , and C r i t e r i o n B, 
f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h Louis Agassiz and other persons s i g n i f i c a n t i n 
American i n t e l l e c t u a l h i s t o r y . 
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mcNTORY rORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

yASSACt^cUS HISTORIC^ CCtMSSICN 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccmminity: 
Cambridge, Mass, 
Cambridge MRA 

Forni No; 

,̂ Cambridge Mu 11iple 
Property Na^'-Resource Area 

Indicate each item an inventoiy term whidi is being continued belcw. 

..K.......phv - Ca.T.bridge_Jlulti.ple Resource 
— ' Nomination 

Harvard University, 1985 

Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Co^ission, | ^ ^ ^ , t f P ^ ^ ^ ^ 
History i n Cambridqe. Cambridge: The MIT .ress. 

~Report Oni; East Cambridge d^^^) 
Report Two: Mid Cambridge i^^^'J 
Report Three: Cambridgeport U ^ ^ l ' 
Report Four: Old Cambridge 
Report Five; Northwest Cambridge (19//) 

Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Society, Proceedings. Cambridge, 
1906-present 

Dauahters of the American Revolution, Hannah..Wiatfarop-
?ha?te? AS H i s t o r i c a l Guide to Cambridge. Cambridge, 1907 

Gilman, A. , ed. , Cambridge of |ighteen M u n ^ and Ninety: 
Six. Cambridge: The Riverside Press, 189o 

Paige, L.R., History of Cambridge. Boston: H.O Hougton and 
Company, 1877 

Society, 1930 

Rettig, R.B., Guide to Cambridqe Architecture. Cambridge: 
The MIT Press, 1969 

Stillman, W.J., ed., Poetic L o c a l i t i e s of Cambridge. Bostoa: 
James R. Osgood and Company, 1876 

woods, R.A., and Kennedy, A.J.; Warner, SB ed., The Zone 
of Emergence. Cambridge: The MIT Press, 1962 

zaitzevsky, C., with the advice of the Review Committee 
members The H;rvard University |tudv g 
•ZvrchitectlEIl Properties i n tne Environs of Camb^j^, 
t A p r i l 1983 - December 1984) 
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NPS Form 10.900-a 
(7.S1) 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item numljer Page 1 ^ / ? 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area 
State ^ 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 
rs.^ > SobstanlslTG Ifeviev // An t 

cummings, e. e.. House y- Keeper- / j Z h U ^ A / y L ^ l ^ j ^ y )o -P 

92. Pivin^y^DOE/OWiMER OBJECT 10N ê̂ P̂ ^ E * ^ 4 t ^ ffa/f^^ 

^North Avenue Congregational Church • i^Keeper /^-^ /(yhj^i A'U-^l 

W s ^ : « - V , \ ^.-vT*! Attest 

9>. Prospect Congregational Church -^Keeper /J,y/c<t^ /I.A^MU^ 
SuBafantlrg Eeview 

Attest 

'^rr> 7^ -. . ^., .7- Keeper 'ik(jUiA^J/AJ^ f / / J ( f A 

Attest 

9,6. Old Cambridge Baptis t Church ^ K-aor.an / i ' . / • ,f y l , . . . , ^ ;v ^-T. 
->7^?5»y:r'r^... y_ / Keeper (jAnHLn^. ikJMaykys^^ HATI-S^ 

Attest 

: . ^ X w a r e H a i l ^ . ^ . i - A . . . deeper 

Attest 

98. Cambridge Public Library i rr / l y ^ n /J yt , 
^ L^'JLirit,-,: ,^ Keeper fAJxliLa^ 14. AuUj%eui,^•il '^ 

Attest 
V 9X.^ Church of the New Jerusalem a,,%:̂ 3r t r — a — ^ y ^ / Z) / 

A flubstantlve Eevle^eeper fchjuy^yU ^ J A ^ J ^ So i j 

' ' '100. Busch-Reischinger House - — - . 

DOE/CW ĴER OBJECTION 
Attest ijd^wA 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

r 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

ijubstaative Hevie. 

University Museum (Cambridge MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

^ resubmission ^ 1?"^" ^ 
n nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
• appeal 

JUL 3 0 1986 

Fed. Reg. Date: 9 ^ ' ^ ^ ^ J 
Date Due: gyZ<^^<r^ ^ 9 / y 3 / M 
Action: LACCBPT f AC^ 

.RETURN. 

.REJECT_ 
Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: O sample • request • appeal im NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 
ic^A^tA ^fC<^A'^A^c<^ yy ^^yM-yf ^.c<.^c^<^c^ y^-Ac^<^^-^^^ 

yyiMMc^ AyJi^^y^ OLfl^t y j A ^ cnM-ly^'l^ Recom./CritgaC<(^(V/C?^ O^SL 

y^nyrxAey^ (Aoyy'-^^^^ yZy cCc<AtAyiy^. Daf ^'Ty^^l^ ' 
(yre^-c^y^yhcyO ^^rOxA^-o^ ^ yyLy^ruiyL^y9^<^ ^ lc?y>Atg.^ Am 

Nomination returned for: _Jtrtechnical corrections cited below •y\,^c2-2.^'-<2^.^.79i^<>/^ • "^-^^^^ > ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

— see continuation sheet 

.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 
j t : ^ ^ y y . i ^ cyyyvi-^-^<AZ<y 

yAu.>yL _£x^<f^ yluy^<L-uZ--yZAy^ Q-c^A.£y(yyL.eA. -

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

^ 7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

mi good 
• fair 

A---)y- •/ 

I I deteriorated 

• ruins 

• unexposed 

Check one 
• unaltered 

• altered 

Describe the present and original (If known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
• dates 
• boundary selection . ^ . . i -

Check one 

• original site 

• moved date. 

OK.. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity . . . 
• applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

. •TC R T . 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title datB 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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1. 1859, HENRY GREENOUGH 
AND GEORGE SNELL 

2. 1871, HENRY GREENOUGH 
AND GEORGE SNELL 

3. 1876, ROBERT H. SLACK 
4. 1876, ROBERT H. SLACK 
5. 1880, GEORGE R.SHAW 
6. 1888, STONE, 

CARPENTER & CO. 
7. 1888-89, ARCHITECT 

UNKNOWN 
8. 1889, ARCHITECT UNKNOWN 
9. 1900, SHAW & HUNNEWELL 

10. 1906, ARCHITECT UNKNOWN 
11. 1913, WALTER S. BURKE 

363. PLAN OF UNIVERSITY MUSEUM 
SHOWING CONSTRUCTION DATES 
Cambridge, Mass. 
Cambridge MRA 

S o u r c e : Survey o f A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r y i n 
C a n ± > r i d g e , R e p o r t F o u r : O l d Cambr idge , 
page 170 . 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


