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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Exterior: Except for a few minor changes the Orangeburg County Jail
follows the plans drawn up by architects Edward C. Jones and Francis D.
Lee. The two story rectangular structure has a five-brick-thick foundatian
gradually sloping into two-brick-thick walls. The exterior is covered with
cement, a technique originally intended to give the effect of stone. A
continuous string course runs between the two stories. Horizontal lines
are further emphasized by the projecting foundation, sailing courses under
the roof, and the continuous crenellations. Corner turrets, windows, and
the main tower provide vertical interest stabilizing the horizontals.

Resembling a small impregnable fortress, the front elevation is domi-
nated by the central tower which contains a large pointed arched window.
Just below the tower is a one story projecting porch with crenellated roof
line. A pointed arch leads through the porch to the single rectangular
doorway. Arrow slit openings on each side and low buttresses on the sides
and front provide the porch with further ornamental details. Windows on
the second story are long and narrow in contrast to the shorter windows on
the Tower story. All four windows are surmounted by drip moulding.

East and west elevations both have three Tabel-headed windows on the
second story. Whereas the east side has three windows on the first
story, the west side has a projecting porch and doorway. What remains of
the original rear elevation is devoid of ornamentation as specified in the
plans. An addition completed in 1922 which extends from the west half of
the building is in keeping with this purely functional character.

Interior: The interior was divided into cells for prisoners on the
second floor and offices on the main floor. Executions were performed by
hanging in the central tower.

During Sherman's march through Orangeburg in February 1865 the jail
was burned. An illustration in Leslie's Illustrated Journal, April 8, 1865,
showing the smouldering building, aTong with contracts between John Lucas
and the Orangeburg Building Commissioners designating areas of repair,
indicate that most of the damage was done to the interior. Whereas Lucas
modernized the interior, he restored the exterior to its original appearance.

Surroundings: The building is in extreme danger of being demolished,
an act which would result in a loss not only to the city of Orangeburg, but
to the state as well. What survives from the architectural firm of Jones
and Lee should be preserved, especially a building as unusual and well
proportioned as this one. P
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STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE

Designed by the Charleston architectural firm Jones and Lee, the
Orangeburg County Jail is one of the rare examples of Gothic castellated
architecture in South Carolina. The fortress-like style is uniquely suited
to the building's primary function of confining priscners.

Architecture: During the 1840s this nec-gothic style was a popular
design for penal institutions in England. Edward Brickell White (1806-
1882) appears tc have been the first architect in the Charleston area
to employ this style in his remodeling of the 01d Citadel in 1850,
Undoubtedly inspired by Brickell's work and perhaps by English precedents,
Charlestonians Francis D. Lee (1826-1885) and Edward C. Jones (working
c1848-1861) submitted their plans in 1857 to the Orangeburg County Build-
ing Commissioners, Jones and Lee enjoyed a statewide reputation for their
designs of courthcuses, banks, churches, and private residences, which
viewed together demonstrate the eclectic nature of their architecture.

After receiving the plans from Jones and Lee, the building commis-
sioners employed John Lucas, a lccal architect from England, to supervise
construction according to more detailed specifications. Lucas agreed to
complete the building before July 1, 1860 for a fee of $10,000. He alsc
handled the repairs after the building was damaged by Unicn soldiers.

Although nct nearfly as grand as its English predecessors, the Orange-
burg County Jail is a unique architectural achievement.
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2) Proposals, and Resolutions for new jail, 1857.
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