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cated stucco o
1o Corintii e front (east)
lay an individuslized re g of the
¢ bages and elaborate c:p itals composed o
Lsbaceo.  The central entrance contains a large
7 a five-light transom aud fromed t
$ Llrave. Tm o) ing windows, waich haw lost their original
Y, now sorve as a ticket window and a billbosrd for the Playmalkers
ive widich occup.Lcu the buildingt The portice has a most interesting
wtnre which is quite simplified from the usual Corinthian ones, heix
Ted only with widely spaced stylizod modilliona. Tho entablatuxe
5 around. tho building.

e north and soulh zides havo fowrteen bays separated by pilastors

a high stucco wateriable. Each alternate bay is accented by a laric
ndos with nine-over-nine sash. There is a side entrance under the window
tho soventh bay on either side. : .

The pedimented rear facade has a central entronce which is like bhat

ne front, except that there is additionsl paneling above the double daor
d of a transom. The doorway is flanked by pilasters like those &
y sides of the buildin

he interdier rotaing 1ivtle evidence of its original arrangement, lor
s building, designed as a ballroom, was adaptoa for se as a l‘l.b
tath house, the ucnoal m’.‘ .Law, :mr). a theater, various elte
Ab prozont tha a tranzvnr r) hall
Al thaxr mxr_l off
anditorium, enterad
'~:~_1'.urea a atf‘ ]
vy wol(m 1 51

ho th\ lnLLc,on
woot wall
loor and plaster walls. Tho
L‘L _LcurLccn bays separatod by
. entoblature. Fach third bay containg a
cep out light. Dordna
tha prosccnium opening which is surroundcd
snesontal eurbouche in tas center of the wop.
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{7) Htisraric 3 induwstry fosophy
f:} Agriculiire [3 Invention [} Science ‘
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3 An Acchitecture {7} Social/Humon- ;
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In 1018 the Di and Thi Iiterary Socictles pebitionsd bthe Ton.d of
Trustces of b Unlversity of North Carolina to ciect a bu:.;u:’.:ng %) o2

=,;
vacd for dnneos and alwmi meebings. The buillding ds bthougnt vo rive

arn 'L,.';_ ed Ly A. J. Davis, of the New York &“Cu.Luu\.uul‘aJ. rirm <X Towm
and Davis, who had degigned tho Capitol in Raleich {(1833-1840)

onw"cto“ for tha structure was John Barry of I'_... sberough,
builder of tire Orange County Courthouse, built in 10LL.  The ns
was completed in 1850 at a cost of $10,363.63 and was named S
"IC"J.O'L' of fowmer Covernor Denjamin Snith, who had given the unl i

G,000 acres of land. : ' :

wos cenbary that i‘ollo:\rcd, Sad th Hal
apictr ol und T-"‘"Sl‘bv acbivities. 3y 1885, szin
‘:»czea. vided for dancing, the .L:Lbrary Was noved
hewi atry luoora.to,.y was seb vp in the basemant.
soame thy Universiiy Bath Houce, serving SCU Studeni
of.‘ North Carciinn School of Iaw, ths wnxb occupaant Sorh
there until 1925, On November 23 5 1925, Snith Hall EEEN
"’1=ymal:ers Theatre, the home of the Carolina Playmekers
fmong tln notable alwani of this grouwp are novelist Thomas Wolfe, asuor
1civ Griffith, editor and writer Jorathan Dc....lb.l. d:aman:.::tu Pav. Green
._.r.a Kermit Hunter.

ju

The Playmakers Theatre's superd inventive ordsr i3 guite imae
architecturally in that ivc varies from tradition oy having canioe s
docorated witih whaat, corn, and iobacco, rather than the usual .
leaves or other clessic wmotifs ond employs an entablature with oz“.;f
minimal detail. The building is one of the oldest on the campus oL tha
University of llor%h Carolina and houses “the na.t.uona._lj recognized
Carolina Plafma.ue. Se
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Playmakers Theatrs
Cameron Avenue :
Chapel Hill, North Carolina.

The University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill, North Carolina
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The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings

Playmakers Theatre (Smith Hall), University of North Carolina,
Cameron Avenue, Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Playmakers Theatre (Smith Hall) is of national architectural significance
as a small but monumental essay in a personalized Greek Revival style by Alexandet
Jackson Davis. Davis's association with the University of North Carolina extended
over nearly a decade and played a primary role in shaping the young campus; the
impact of his work is still evident in the composition of the central campus.

Previous construction on the campus had included Old Fast and O0ld West, South
Building, Person Hall, and Gerrard Hall, all rather plain, functional buildings.
The presidency of David Swain inaugurated a period of campus development and
improvement. A. J. Davis had been associated during the 1830s with the building of
the State Capitol in Raleigh, and in 1843, the same year he terminated his association
with Town, he was engaged to enlarge the Old East and 0ld West buildings; also
included in his duties as supervising architect was '"the preparation of comprehensive
plans for the campus.'" As Talbot Hamlin wrote, "A. J. Davis of New York studied
several of the buildings, altered them, and buillt a new library building in an effort
to weld the whole group into an impressive and monumental stheme.” He designed a
portico for the rather plain Gerrard Hall and enlarged and embellished Old East and
0ld West; he also worked closely with President Swain in evolving a scheme of landscapzs
architecture to enhance the campus.

Most important, however, was Davis's work on the one-story building to accommodate
a library and to serve the two Literary Societies that played a vital roles in campus
life. Davis was engaged for the work in 1849 and, as historian Archinald Henderson
noted, "The documentary evidence makes it. abundantly clear that careful study and
analysis of the various problems invelved, affecting both buildings and grouads, were
made by the architect in comsultation with Swailu, Battle, and the Trustees,"
Preliminary drawings were submitted in the autumn of 1849, and a May 31, 1830, letter
from Davis to Swain reports:

I was obliged to redraw the whole, but the result has been to
improve the plan, so as to make it such as would be creditable
to any University, as a specimen of Classical taste, its
general character, and proportions, whatever deFects there may
be in the details, or execution. '

A post-script states

The two capitals to the columns of your Hall I wish to have
carved here with foliage of Maise, wheat and tobacco; and
the shaft should be reeded, with or without a base as.l
shall determine here after.

In these capitals, wrote Talbot Hamlin, "native corn and tobacco replace the Roman
acanthus leaves with even more skill than that with which Latrobe had made a similar
experiment in the United States Capitol nearly forty years before."
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(Continuation Sheet)

Playmakers,Theatfe (Smith.Hall], University of North Carolina, Cameron Avenue,
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

The structure is a simple temple of stuccoed brick, with bays of sides and
rear separated by antae carrying an entablature with bracketed cornice. The
prostyle tetrastyle portico features fluted columns with the naturalistic capitals
beautifully modeled. The interior has been altered somewhat to serve a succession
of purposes, but the important elements survive. The wall treatment features
pilasters separating the bays and carrying a simple entablature. Especially interesting
are the plastered exposed ceiling trusses sketched and explained by Davis in a
March 4, 1850, letter as being 'the cheapest mode of breaking up the flat surface of
the ceiling and . . . more in the pure Greek style than the arch.'" The Playmakers
Theatre, a small temple-form building of excellent proportions accented by rich and
inventive detail, is of national architectural significance as a work of Alexander
Jackson Davis. It was the product not of a published drawing, but of lengthy and
well-documented individualized attention to every detail of an evolving design--
the culmination of Davis's vital role in the architectural development of the
University of North Carolina.
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