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The Jonathan Belcher House i s located on a 3/4 of an acre l o t on North Main Street i n a 
re s i d e n t i a l section of Randolph. The house i s surrounded by a few lat e r nineteenth 
century houses and many twentieth century buildings. The area i s being encroached on by 
commercial development moving north up North Main Street from the town center, but the 
streets are s t i l l tree lined, and the Belcher property i s set o f f by low stone walls. 

The Federal period house, constructed in 1806, is two stories high, with a hip roof and 
several one story additions. The building is covered with clapboards and rests on a 
granite foundation with a full basement. The east facade, looking out over North Main 
Street, is five bays wide with regularly spaced 6/6 sash windows and a central doorway. 
The door is flanked by half length sidelights and topped by a h^lf circle fanlight. 
Granite steps quarried in Randolph lead up to the door. The center window on the second 
floor repeats the sidelight motif of the front door; it is flanked by narrow 2/2 windows, 
one light in width, and has a heavy wooden lintel. All of the windows of the main block 
of the house have louvered shutters. ^ ̂  j,. - . • 

A one story addition constructed to the south i n 1838 i s four bays wide and has i t s own 
entrance and chimney. A kitchen addition to the west and north was added i n t h i s cen­
tury. This addition has a granite foundation and a crawl space, with a dry fieldstone 
wall for support i n the center of the space. An o r i g i n a l c istern or w e l l , approximately 
eight feet i n circumference and t h i r t y - f i v e feet deep i s located under the addition. 
Two outbuildings, a clapboard carriage shed attached to the south addition and a shingled 
and clapboarded:hip roof barn are s t i l l on the property. 

The i n t e r i o r of the building has retained much of i t s o r i g i n a l f a b r i c . A ci r c u l a r Federal 
stairway rises' from the f i r s t floc^if'tb^^he'S^Cbna -i^^ h a l l , and most of the o r i ­
g inal wainscotting i s s t i l l extant. The mantels are o r i g i n a l , but the fireplaces are 
not i n working order. 

- : > • . •• • • J...1. ^: ...u .••!..v..o 
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The Jonathan Belcher House i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s associations with the Belcher family, 
o r i g i n a l s e t t l e r s i n what i s now Randolph, and for i t s use by the Ladies' Library Asso­
c i a t i o n , founded i n 1855. The house i s also one of the most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i ­
cant-Federal period buildings i n Randolph. 

Gregory Belcher came to t h i s country around 1639, and settled i n the area that i s now ?| 
known as Quincy. His son Samuel (1637-1679) b u i l t the house now called the John Quincy i 
Adams Birthplace (NHL) i n Quincy. Samuel I I I , the great great grandson of Gregory, 
relocated to another part of Braintree, the portion now called Randolph. I n 1762 he 
b u i l t a house on North Main Street which was demolished i n the early twentieth century. 1 
In 1788 Jonathan Belcher (1767-1839), Samuel I l l ' s second son, married Abigail Thayer 
of Braintree, and aft e r eighteen years of married l i f e i n the old family homestead, | 
f i n a l l y b u i l t his own house i n 1806. The new house was b u i l t j u s t across the street i | 
from the old homestead, but since Jonathan was a builder and architect and the family • 
was wealthier than i t had been, the house was constructed on a much grander scale. The 
house was liv e d i n by the Belcher family u n t i l 1911, when Annie, Tower Tarbell, Jonathan's 
great grand ^daghter, gave the house and the furnishings to the Ladies' Library Association 

The Ladies' Library Association of Randolph was formed i n 1855 by nine Randolph ladies 
"to consider the expediency of un i t i n g ourselves together for the purpose of mutual i n ­
tercourse, social entertainment, and attainment of some benevolent object." The l i b r a r y 
was begun with f i f t y books, and the c o l l e c t i o n , while not large, i s s t i l l used by mem­
bers of the Association. I n 1862 the Ladies' Library Association raised money to pur­
chase clothing for Randolph's C i v i l War soldiers. They have continued t h e i r "benevolent 
objects" t h i s century", by introducing sewing i n the public schools, i n s t i t u t i n g school 
lunches, and conducting a well baby c l i n i c , started i n 1927. The Ladies also conduct an 
amblyopia c l i n i c for pre-school children, and do volunteer work i n the Brockton Veter­
ans Hospital. Many ladies i n the Belcher family were members of the Association i n the ^ 
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries so i t was not surprising that the house 
was given to the Library Association i n 1911. The house has been kept i n excellent con- i 
d i t i o n by the Association, who encourage school children and other interested people to 
tour the building. 

\rThe building is significant architecturally to Randolph because it is believed to be the 
Uonly local Federal period house to retain its architectural integrity. Randolph was 
Psettled early in the eighteenth century, and incorporated in 1793, but its proximity to ' 
Quincy and Boston has caused most of its earliest buildings to be destroyed. The Bel­
cher House, because it was lived in by only one family and then cared for by the Li- ' ' i 

brary Association, escaped destruction or a l t e r a t i o n and remains one of the last and best ' 
^I examples of the Federal period i n Randolph. 
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^ 0 hlo-/ p/^/^ 

• ,>,*•• 



y/ 
W 

NR Data Sheet 
X X ENT'O 

N A M E AS I T APPEARS I N FEDERAL REGISTER: 

OTHER NA>'ES: 

LOCATIOr 

6? 
DATE 

Reviewer I N I T I A L S 

STREET & NUMBER 

VICINITY OF 

CITY T o U < ^ C l ^ ^ ^ 

OWNER OF PROPERTY: (Circle) i / d 
FEDERAL (AGENCY NAI1E) : 

CONGRtSi lUNAL DISTRICT ) f 

rouNTY code 

PRIVATE STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 
OTHER 

ADMINISTRATOR(under1ine) 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC 

SOUTmiEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

WEST PACIFIC NORTHV-ffiST 

F E A T U R E S : INTERIOR 
Ni. S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 1 
_ unknown - 4 

not applicable - 7 

_ I n t e r i o 

EXTERIOR 
> l S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 2 

unknown .-5 
_ not applicable - 8 

ENVIRONS 
^ S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 3 
unknown -6 

... Not applicable-9 

e x t e r i o r , environs not i n t a c t - 0 

CONDITION-

ACCESS-

—EXCELLENT 
.JIGOOD 
_ f A I R 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

—Unexcavate'^ 

—UNALTERED 

—ALTERED 

-Reconstructed 
—Excavated 

—ORIGINAL SITE 

—MOVED 

—Unknown 

Yes-restricted Yes-unrestricted. No access Unknown 

historic district YES 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LAigOMARK? 
IF YES, NAME: 

NO 

YES 

ADAPTIVE U S E ; 

FUNCTION (S): (use v b c a b u l a r y words ) 

Saved ? YES 

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

now 

"3 

(^(^RCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY.HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

URCHITECTURE 

—ART •' • ' 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

' A R 

Claims 
firsts YES 

.CONSERVATION 

-ECONOMICS 

-EDUCATION 

-ENGINEERING 

-EXPLORATION 

-INDUSTRY 

-INVENTION 

(9 

-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

_ L A W / ( 3 o v ' t / p o l i t i c s —SCIENCE 

-LITERATURE 

-MILITARY 1 T j ^SOCIA lyHUMANITARlA 

-MUSIC ' 

-PHILOSOPHY 

-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER ISPECIFY) 

'•oldest'-' YES 

. entertainment 
_ h e a l t h 

recreation 
N^/'jtgettlement 

s o c i o / c u l t u r a l 
urban & commun 

planning 

NO '«only'J 



ARCHrrECTUKAL STYLE.- ^CtieVoS 

' " ^ " ' * " ^ " ' ' ' " " < ' " = J o r . * - B u « B c | c l « » engineer: 

artist/artisan: 

builder/contractor: 

landscap^garden designer: 
interior decorator; 

ETHNIC GROUP: 

NAMES; 
( l abe l ro le 

& 
appropriate date) 

personal JoK\AjfxA>»A t t W v » ^ ^ ^ L f ^ ^ 

events 

institutional 

D A T E S : DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century) f ' ' ^ ( 8 ^ ^ 

DATE{S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: ( ^ 3 ^ 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

S O U R C E : 
(OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE ^ ST 

• OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY: 

• ACREAGE; 

LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

' (to nearest tenth of an acre) 3 

C O M M E N T S : ( include a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n f o r m a t i o n ^ r e ) y ^ ^ 

•SIGNIFICANCE •(maximum two sentences) 



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE; JfidlemJl 

aTchitec0„.b„iMer: J o n * ^ B e l c t o ' engineer: 

artist/artisan: 

buildei/contractor; 

ETHNIC GROUP: 

landscap^garden designer; 
interior decorator; 

NAMES; 
( l abe l r o l e 

& 
appropriate date) 

Rersonal 

events 

institutional 

D A T E S : DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of centiiry) 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: ^ ^ 3 ^ 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE{S): 

S O U R C E : (OF NOMINATION) 

OTHER 

PRIVATE /• ST; 

FEDERAL 'AGENCY 

LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

A C R E A G E : (to nearest tenth of an acre) 

C O M M E N T S ; (I'-iciudtf architectural informar ion^re ) ^ 


