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The Jonathan Belcher House i slocated on a 3/4 of an acre | ot on North Main Street i n a
residential section of Randol ph. The house i ssurrounded by a fewlater nineteenth
century houses and rmany twentieth century buildings. The area i shbeing encroached on by
commercial devel opment noving north up North Main Street fromthetown center, but the
streets arestill tree lined, and t heBelcher property i sset off by | owstone walls.

The Feder al peri od house, constructed in 1806, is two stories high, with a hip roof and
several one story additions. The buildingis coveredwi th cl apboards and rests on a
granitefoundation with a full basenent. The east facade, | ooki ng out over NorthMin
Street, is fivebayswidewithregularly spaced6/6 sashw ndows and a central doorway.
The door is flanked by half | engthsidelights and toppedby a h*lIf circle fanlight.
Ganitesteps quarriedin Randol phleadup to the door. The center wi ndowon the second
floor repeatsthe sidelight notif of the front door; it is flanked by narrow?2/2 w ndows,
one light inwdth, and has a heavy wooden lintel. Al of the w ndows of the main bl ock

of the house have | ouvered shutters. nA jo. - ..

A one story addition constructed tothesouth i n1838 i sfour bays wi de and has i t sown
entrance and chimmey. A kitchenaddition tothewest and north was added i nthis cen-
tury. This addition has a granite foundation and a craw space, with adry fieldstone
wal | for support i nthecenter of thespace. An original cistern or well, approximtely
eight feet i ncircunmference and thirty-five feet deep i slocated under the addition.

Two outbuildings, a clapboard carriage shed attached t ot hesouth addition and a shingl ed
and cl apboarded: hip roof barn arestill on the property.

The interior of the building has retained much of i tsoriginal fabric. Acircular Federal
stairway rises' fromthe first floctif'tb*he S*"Chna-i"" hall, and nost of the ori-
ginal wainscottingi sstill extant. The mantels areoriginal, but thefireplaces are

not i n working order.
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Jonat han Bel cher

The Jonat han Bel cher House i ssignificant for itsassociations with theBelcher famly,
original settlers i nwhat i snow Randol ph, and for itsuse by theladies' Library Asso-
ciation, founded i n1855. The house i salso one of thenost architecturallysignifi-

cant - Federal period buildings i nRandol ph.

Gregory Belcher cane t othis country around 1639, and settled i nthearea that
(1637-1679) built

known as Quincy. Hi s son Sanuel

Adans Birthplace (NL) i n Quincy. Sanuel

11, thegreat

i S now 7
t he house now called t heJohn Quincy i
great grandson of Gregory,

relocated t oanother part of Braintr
built a house on North Main Street
In 1788 Jonat han Bel cher
of Braintree,
finally built his ow house i n 1806.

(1767-1839)

whi ch was demolished i ntheearly twentieth century.

and after eighteen years of married life

ee, theportion now called Randol ph. | n 1762 he
1
, Samuel |11's second son, married Abigail Thayer
i ntheol dfamily homestead, |

The new house was built just across thestreet i

fromtheold homestead, but since Jonathan was a buil der

was weal thier than i t had been,

house was lived in by theBelcher famly until

great grand “daghter,

The Ladi es'
lltO
tercourse, social entertainment,

Li brary Association

gave t hehouse and t he furnishings totheLadies'

consi der the expediency of uniting ourselves together

and architect and thefamly .
t he house was constructed on a much grander scale. The
1911, when Anni e, Tower Tarbell, Jonathan's
Li brary Associatior

of Randol ph was formed i n 1855 by ni ne Randol ph |adies
for thepurpose of mutual in-
and attainment of sone benevol ent object.”" The library

was begun with fifty books,

and t hecollection, while not large, i sstill used by nem

bers of t heAssociation.

| n 1862 t he Ladi es'

Li brary Association

rai sed noney t o pur-

chase clothing for Randol ph's Civil

objects" this century", by introducin
l unches, and conducting a well baby
ambl yopia clinic for pre-school chil

ans Hospital. Many ladies i ntheBe
late nineteenth and early twentieth
was given tothelibrary Association
dition by t heAssociation, who encou
tour the building.

\rThebuildingis significant archit
Uonly | ocal Federal periodhousetor

Psettled early in the eighteenth century,

Qui ncy and Bost on has caused nost of
cher House, becauseit was livedin

brary Association, escaped destructi
' exanpl es of t heFederal period

Var soldiers. They have continued their "benevol ent
g sewing i nthepublic schools, instituting school
clinic, started i n1927. The Ladies also conduct an
dren, and do volunteer work i ntheBrockton Veter-
| cher fam |y were nenbers of t heAssociation i nthe
centuries so i twas not surprising that thehouse
i n1911. The house has been kept i nexcellent con- i
rage school children and other interested peopleto

N

ecturally to Randol phbecause it is believedto bethe
etainits architectural integrity. Randol ph was
and i ncorporated in 1793, but its proximtyto
its earliest buildingsto be destroyed. TheBel -
by only one fam |y and then cared for by the Li- ' '

on or alterationand remuins one of thelast and best '

i n Randol ph.
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