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}C 1 Original Site

St. Mary's Mission Church and Pharmacy

Buildings are in basically sound condition, as original, 
but require stabilization and restoration for longer 
life and more effective interpretation.

St. Mary's Mission

Logs from the first mission were utilized to build the 
present church. The center, section of the building was the 
first part erected by F. Ravalli who also built the hand 
carved alte^r, choir rail, etc. inside the church. Ex­ 
tension of the building behind the altar area was carried 
out to provide living quarters for Father Ravalli. The 
front portion of the church and the steeple were added at 
a later date when white men began to attend services.

St. Mary's Pharmacy (1866)

1st floor - medical office and pharmacy 
2nd floor - hospital

Adjacent to and north of the church, Father Ravalli 
erected the first pharmacy built in Montana. The 
furnishings and trim of this building were hand carved 
by Father /Ravalli. , In .this-building he served as a 
doctor to the local Indians.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE St. Mary's Mission Church
The first Catholic mission in the Northwest was founded on the 
Bitterroot River about a mile from the present site in 1841 by 
Father DeSmet. The original mission was abandpned in 1850 and 
the land" and improvements were sold to JohrT Owen (Fort Owen). 
The mission was reactivated in 1866, and in that.year Father 
Anthony Ravalli built this church on the western edge of 
s£evensville. The new St. Mary's was dedicated on October 28, 
1866. In 12J5u4, a new church was built adjacent to old St. 
Mary's and the building now serves as a tourist attraction. 
Measured drawings, photographic coverage, and historical and 
architectural evaluations are recorded in Historic American 
Buildings Survey.

St. Mary's Mission Pharmacy
Father Ravalli, a Jesuit priest of many talents built this low 
two-story pharmacy-office-hospital building just to the north 
of the church. The building was used to dispense medicine to 
both Indians and whites; it is the first pharmacy building in 
the state. Measured drawings, photographic coverage and 
historical and architectural evaluations are recorded in the 
Historic American Buildings Survey.

This mission and the related Fort Owen were the primary insti­ 
tutions that maintained the friendship of the Flatheads, KutenajL 
and Pend d'Oi^ftsjlles after the withdrawal of the early Canadian 
traders from the region. Here we have the oldest standing 
church and oldest pharmacy in the state.
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