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1. Name
higoric  Walpole Towmn Hall

and/or common same

2. Location

street & number Main Street not for publication
city, town Walpole ' \ vicinity .pjf congressional district ,  Nuneth
tate Massachiisetts code" 025' '+ county code * 021
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district X public X occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted X government scientific
being considered ¢ ., ¢«J “;yes: unrestricted , iiidustrial e , transportation
"~1 no . military other:
4- Owner off Property
name Town of Walpole
street & number '"Town Hall, -Main Street
city, town Walpole vicinity of gjate Massachusetts

5. Location off Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Ann NN Registry of Deeds

street&number Catinon Street

city, town DecJhaiti state Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets of

titte the Catmonwealth property been determined elegible? yes X no
1976

date federal X state county local

depository for survey records Massachiisetts Historical Conmission

city, town Boston stateMassachusetts 02108



7. Pescription Walpole Town Hall

Condition . Check one Checit one Vv
X excel | ent deteriorated X unaltered X origina site

good ruins altered noved  date

fair unexposed
Describe the present and original (if Itnown) physical appearance

Wl pol e Town Hal | i s a ccnposite Victorian-style, brick structuresited ona slight riseat
the intersection of Main and Stone Streets. The property contains approximtely one-third
acre of land inthe mdst of Wal pole's ccrrrnercial district, just east of the original cannon.

The ground plan of the buildingis amodified cruciform withthe [argest ving at the rear, a
perpendi cul ar facade wing, and a 5-story tower centered onthe front. The buildingrises
frcma granite base through twotall brick stories (three at the rear) to high hip roofs
tiled with slate. The rectangular windows are typically paired, with square, glazed transons
and brownst one sills andlintels. A patterned brickentablature ornanents the entire
building, while decorative brick stringcourses articulate the front w ng.

The synmetrical facade of the Town Hall is three bays across, with a 3-storyfrontispiece
acting as the b"e for its center tower (rising to70° above ground). Entrance i s nade
through a one-story porticohaving paired Corinthian pilasters atthe conmers and a great
brownst one arched opening | eading to paired entry doors. This porticois crowed by a
sirnple baltistrade of vaguely classical design. The second andthird floors of the txwer —
separated by panelled brick spandrels — each have a tripartite wi ndowwith brownstone
trimandglazed transons. Rising abc/e the main roofline are a fourth level with brick-
enframed clock faces onthree sides; a stylized com ce with patterned brickwDrk and bands
of terracottarosettes; an open, wooden helfry; and a flaring steeple roof. Narrow panelled
chi meys sunount the side walls of this facade wing; these walls are otherwi se artu-culated
by single wi ndows with glazed transcns onthe first floor and panelled bricik txansons on t he
second floor.

The side elevations of Town Hal | are virtually identical t oeach other, repeatingthe
architectural motifs of the principal facade wing. Paired windows with glazed transons form
a rhythmc pattemonthe sides of the rear wing, interrtpted only by atriple w ndow cxi

the first floor of each side. The rear of the buildingis asyitmetrrical and has singl e segne-
tally arched windows and a full basonent |evel.

The interior of the buildingoriginally contained a central stair "hall leading to police
headquarters and jail cells i nthe basenment, public spaces onthe first floor, and bal conied
courtroom space on the second floor. The original hanmer beamandtruss systemof the second
floor and nuch of the original wairiScottilLng and doorways remain intact, although partiticriing
has al tered the visual character of the first and second floors.



8. Signifficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture. religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic . conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture . economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 A architecture . education military social/
1700-1799 art . engineering music humanitarian
_X_ 1800-1899 commerce . exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications . industry K politics/government transportation
. invention other (specify)

Specific datespedicated 9/25/1881  Builder/Architect j . Williams Beal, Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) J.W Cobum  Bui | der
Wl pol e Town Hal | is afine exanple of a late rrineteenth century municipal building, and
possesses integrity of location, design, materials, andsetting. Town Hcill issignificant
as the seat of town govenment and as the work of a regionally promnent architect, and thus
neets criteria A and Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

Town Hal |, constructed in 1880-81, was Wal pole's first nunicipal structure—evidence cf the
civic pride generated by the steady prosperity of the town's paper andtextile-support fact-
ories. Thebuilding has served as the seat of town govenment since i tsconstruction, and
until 1949 housed the District Court for WestemNorfolk County. Until the construction of a
newFire and Police Station in 1952, the Police Station and Lock-up were located in the base-
nment of the Town Hall.

The | ot of land onv*iich Tavn Hal | was built was purchased fromED Capp for $1800. The
property nmay have potential as an archaeol ogical site, as the Capp Tavemstood onthis site
fromabout 1732 until it was denolished for construction of the Town Hal|.

i The Building Ccnmittee for Town Hal | incl-oded George Craig, a promnent |local citizenof the .
day, and EW Bird, a local ind\a3trialist. J. Wlliams Beal, an architect well known in the
Boston area, was selected t o design the building. Beal was a graduate of M T School of
Architecture and had been enployed in the offices of Richard "Mrris Hunt and MKim Mad & '
VJhite before establishing his own firmin Boston. J. Wlliam Beal and Sons was responsi bl e

for many public buildings andprivate residences in Wlpole (including the O d Stone and

Bird Schools, the DeRcna Residence, and Lewi s Castle), aswell as the County Jail and

Hospit:al in Plynmouth, the Executive Building and diobhouse for V&l k- Over Shoe Conpany i n

Brockt on, and nurerous school s and residences throughout the region. The architect” early
preference for eclecticismis clearly evident inthe Town Hall. J W Cobumof Wl pol e was
the contrractor for the building, andthe Howard C ock GConpany of Boston furnished the clocks

i$n the tower. The total cost of constructijigand fum shing the Town Hall was a nodest

29, 322. 65.

Wl pol e Town Hal | is anotable exanple of |ate Victorian civic architecture. The sinple i
oonposition i s remniscent of school buildings of the period initssteepled tower, hip
roofs, androws of siitple paired windows. The classically-influenced design of the main
structure is well-balanced and restrained, and focuses on the nore decorative tower, with

its eclectic Ronanesque and classical motifs.

Current plans for Town Hall include noving town offices t oa siarplus school nearby and

retum ng the Police Departnent t othe basement and first floor of this building. Wlpole
Town Hal | will thus continue t oserve itsoriginal civic ftinctions. The building's nom nation
to the National Register would help insure itscontinued recognition as aninport”™t part of
Wl pol e"s past.



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

Bi ographical Dictionary of American Architects, Deceased, Wthey, Henry F andElise R
|fennessey &Ingalls (orig. 1956), 1970 ed.

Records, Town of V@l pol e.
AH story of Wl pole, Mass. fromeEarliest Ti res. Lei*i's, 1saac Newton, 1905.

10. Geographical Data
Acresge of nominated propaerty approx. 0.9 acre

Quadrangle name  Medfield, MA j-igLliyii *na«illK8le scde 1:25,000
UMT References
'AiiSj 1511i517i9 10l |4|6|6|8Iz|0|5| B 1 i1l
Zone Eading orthing Zone  Easting Northing
cUJd I1.1.el1 DLJ |1l eLL LT
LTl Foy
H J-1. JL

Verbal boundary description and justification A rectangular lot at the northwest comer of the
town property at the intersection of Main and Stone Streets running 125" along Stone and approx:
imately 120" along Main Street - Sets building off froiri other town owned structures.

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code
11. Form Prepared By

nametitte Wendy Frontiero, Preservation Planner with Thonpson S. Lingel, Consultant

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date My 24, 1981

dreet & number 294 Washington Street telephone (817)  727-8470

city or town Boston dae , , Massachusetts, 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures setforth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Servic”._

Sate Higoric Preservation Officer dgnature AMMAN IXLANMLANNAN AJ-AJN- CA-tNMzIeh

titlte Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission date

ie only
| hereby certify that this property isincluded Inthe National Register
Entered I nthe \/r/g{
Hational Begleter "dg [ az”/

eeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835



Name

State, County> nnft/IUUM Fed Nomor Request—Agency
Working Number HIIMN 33T Federal Register Date N,
f/Nomination Wy within:
Determination of Eligiblity Site Multiple Resource Area

On Nomination Form

MapsJ _
Photos

Object Thematic Group

Structure

District

Entered In the

Nomination prepared by:

State Staff Ur<ACCEPT /0/S/W
L ocal RETURN
Other REJECT

Action: national Register Check if Appropriate

State Request for Review
Keeper's Decison to Reviews
2nd Return

|. Evaluation of Resource (cont. on back if necessary)

n. Evaluation of Nomination
Good

Adequate

1 Descriptive Statement
Short Format Yes No

2. Significance Statement
Short Format Yes No

3. ConceptdIntegrity

4. Concepts/Criteria

5. ConceptsBoundaries

6. Contextual Evaluation

General Comments (cont. on back if necessary)

Revi ewer/Date

National Park Service

Comments

See Attached

U.S. Department of thelnterior


















Tlie TOWN OF WALPOLI:'

WAI.i'oLL. MAsr>Acnu;.i II'j (>
HiblOFJCAL COMMISSIOT. (A17) 663 ?
June 25, 1931
JL'.
MASS. co., 7,
Rep. John J, Moakley
Senate Office Building
V/ashington, D, C,
Dear Joe:
The TovmHal |l i nWalpole will becelebrating its

centennial in Cctober of this year (1981). \Meplan to have
a town celebration onCQctober 18, 1981 at 2p.m It would
be nice i f wecould raise aflag onthis occasion that has
flown over theCapital, Wuld youbeable toarrange for us
to have one? | read anarticle recently about hownam™ r e-
quests arenade, but | thought we'dgive it a try.

In arelated matter, | have requested National Register
status for thebuilding. I would like tohave it accepted
so we could present it at the Qctober 18 celebration. |
need help i npushingit along, | "Il send youa copy of the
request when it i s conpleted i naday or so.

V& d certainly behonored i f you could join us on
Cctober 18if you're available.

Yours truly,/"

MaureeA G Rivers, Chairnan
Vil pol e Historical Comm ssion

P, S TheTow Hall will close asatow hall this year to"..,
be rehabilitated as our police station. Theto'rn* ~i; "' -
offices arenoving into arecently vacated school xELt'

a savings of $1, 000, 000!

BAZ

QG Rep, Frank VWodward
Board of Sel ectnen
Massachusetts Historical Cormm ssion

Town Admi ni strator



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiimf | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 WashingtonhStreet
Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

Septenfoer |1, 1981

Ms. Carol Sl

Acting Keeper

Nat i onal Register Division
Nati onal Park Service

US Dept. of thelnterior
Washington, DC 20240

Dear M. Shull:

Encl osed youwi |l find thefollow ng roidnation forns:
Boston: Field' s Coner Minicipal Building (local)
V@l pol e: Wl pol e Town Hal | (local)
Wnchester: Sanbom House (state)

ALl have been voted eligible by the State Rei vew Board and have
been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer.

As youwill seefrcmthe enclosed |etter, thetown of Wl pole will be
celebrating its centennial on Cctober 18. 1981. and vrouldliket o
nake acceptance of the Twon Hail i nthe National Register aPart of
the cerenony. The MC woul d be nost appreciativeif your staff

coul d conpl ete review of thenomnation by then.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

Candace
Regi s

O 4:. Jp

enci s



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

TELEPHONE REPORT TMO.CLL - _ (SET

1. CALL \"MO: [n FROM (Name) 2. ADDRESS (Tel. No. H needed)

3. SUBJECT, PROJECT NO., ETC.

4. DETAILS OF DISCUSSION

J13L "i<r/3 o

NAME OF PERSON PLACINC/REC EIVING CALL

FHR”-227
June 1978



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER
STATE
a 8™

Date Entered

Nare L ocation

Val pol tt TA\D Bal |
Morfol k county

Al'so Notified
Honor abl e Eoward M Kennedy

BooocabU p«ul - AU Tsooges 8t«t« Historic fTttMrvetlon Offices
aeneeabl e Jei mJoMph Mxd&l «y Mrs Petricia L . Wedowi
Honor abl e John Joseph Moakl ey Etﬁggﬁcgirgggt:&?ﬂm”Mtu
Room 1900 C 291 Weshtogton  Street
JFK Building BetoOf tiMMdWMtta 021M

Boston, MA 02203
Attn; Paul O Connor

Mi d-Atlantic Region, N°S
For please call theNational Register at (202)»t3-0401.

272- 3504



