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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
On a prominent corner location, Gammage Auditorium, which seats 3000, has a plan 
based on interlocking circles. Exit ramps extend outward on each side of the 
building into the integrated parking areas. There are 50 concrete columns cast 
on the site, and each rises 55 feet to support the outer roof. The exterior 
walls are brick and marblecrete in "desert-rose" finish. The interior, with -•• 
continental seating, features brick and sand finish plaster. The grand tier is 
suspended forward of the rear wall, on a 145-foot long steel beam, to solve the 
acoustical problems of seating between the orchestra and balcony.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE/HISTORY

Grady Gammage Memorial Auditorium is architecturally significant as the last 
non-residential design undertaken by Frank Lloyd Wright before his death in 
1958. As a masterpiece of circular design it is expressive of Wright's post 
1936 theories on architecture which emphasized his feelings about "plasticity 
and continuity of space and structure". The circle as a theme in Wright's 
architecture dominated his work beginning in 1936 with'the Johnson Wax Building 
throughout the final years of his career, ending with this Auditorium for the 
performing arts at Arizona State University commissioned by President Grady- 
Gammage. t!,£/

Grady Gammage Memorial Auditorium is exemplary of the culmination, both in 
form and theory, of Wright's circular mode of architecture and deserves recog 
nition for its important place in the evolution of the career of this master 
architect. The building is published in the works of noted architectural 
historians, William Storrer and^Karcus Whiffen.
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