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SIGNIFICANCE 

- The Woodberry-Quarrels House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
m a t e r i a l s , and workmanship i n i t s F i r s t Period frame which embodies 
d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of form and c o n s t r u c t i o n e l i g i b l e under 
C r i t e r i o n C. The plank frame c o n s t r u c t i o n i s re p r e s e n t a t i v e of a 
l a r g e r group of F i r s t Period Houses i n Northern Essex County and the 
s t r u c t u r e embodies the d i s t i n c t i v e framing c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of tha t 
sub-group of F i r s t Period b u i l d i n g s . The enlargement of the house 

. w i t h i n the F i r s t Period by the a d d i t i o n of a second c e l l provides 
another example of the e v o l u t i o n a r y growth many s i n g l e c e l l F i r s t 
Period s t r u c t u r e s experienced. The r e t e n t i o n of the F i r s t Period 
f l o o r plan despite the Federal remodeling r e p l a c i n g one c e n t r a l 
chimney stack w i t h p a i r e d ones represents a l a t e conservative 
s u r v i v a l of F i r s t Period planning concepts i n a b u i l d i n g only 
s u p e r f i c i a l l y a l t e r e d t o conform to l a t e r standards. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION ' 

The Woodberry-Quarrels House i s seven bays long and 2 1/2 s t o r i e s 
. high. The o r i g i n a l s i n g l e c e l l plan house survives as the entry bay 
. and the room and chamber to the r i g h t . The l e f t - h a n d rooms were 
added i n the F i r s t Period and subsequent a d d i t i o n s were made to the 
r i g h t , l e f t and rear a t unknown dates. The clapboarded s t r u c t u r e has 
i r r e g u l a r l y spaced sash windows, a one s t o r y entrance porch and two 
rear chimneys. 

The surroundings of the Woodberry-Quarrels house, v:ith meadow and 
wetlands, are c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the property's e a r l y s e t t i n g . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES . / -

F i r s t Period f e a t u r e s are v i s i b l e i n the downstairs f r o n t rooms and 
i n the l e f t - h a n d chamber. I n the o r i g i n a l c e l l of the house, the 
rig h t - h a n d room d i s p l a y s an ample l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam v^ith wide 
quarter-round chamfers and lamb's tongue stops. J o i s t s 20 inches on 
centers are set i n t o b u t t cog^ i n the summer beam, but r e s t on top of 
the f r o n t and rear g i r t s . These g i r t s and the chimney g i r t are f l a t 
chamfered. Circa 1980, a two s t o r y wing room was created by g u t t i n g 
the two bay 19th c. a d d i t i o n t o the r i g h t of the o r i g i n a l house. The 
o r i g i n a l end w a l l of the right-hand room i n c l u d i n g f i r s t f l o o r end 
g i r t , was completely removed to open up the room to the new l i v i n g 
room. The outer end of the summer beam now r e s t s on an added post. 
The endwall framing of the second s t o r y of the o r i g i n a l house, now 
exposed i n the two s t o r y l i v i n g room, gives evidence of plank frame 

Stat) l e t o Invento ry form at bottom 
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c o n s t r u c t i o n . The corner posts and r i s i n g braces are framed i n t o the 
center of the t i e beam. The overhanging p o r t i o n of the t i e beam has 
a two inch wide rabbet to receive v e r t i c a l planks. Two mortises on 
the inner edge of the t i e beam near the middle suggest the o r i g i n a l 
window placement. The o r i g i n a l window was rather wide, perhaps a 
three p a r t window. 

I n the l e f t - h a n d room, p a r t of the c e l l added t o the house i n the 
F i r s t Period there i s an exposed transverse summer beam of smaller 
dimensions than i t s counterpart i n the e a r l i e r side of the house. 
The summer beam has f l a t chamfers and lamb's tongue stops. 

Second f l o o r framing i s concealed except f o r summer t i e beams and one 
corner post. Evidence of decorative embellishment of the t i e beams 
has been c b l i t e r a t e d . The lower several inches of the beams were 
removed f o r greater head room. The post, however, has a narrow f l a t 
chamfer. 

I n the a t t i c , p o r t i o n s of the framing v i s i b l e i n d i c a t e a p r i n c i p a l 
rafter/common p u r l i n roof w i t h c o l l a r hei 
the house. 

;ams only i n the older side of 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The house was updated i n the Federal p e r i o d , probably l o s i n g i t s 
c e n t r a l chimney at t h a t time. Fireplaces i n the rear of the 
downstairs rooms have Federal t r i m , as does the small three-run 
s t a i r c a s e i n the e n t r y bay. 

A mid-19th-century barn adds t o the h i s t o r i c s i g n i f i c a n c e of the 
property. 

-2-
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