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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Grant House or Merritt Jones Tavern, dating ca 1850, is of 
interesting architectural construction. It contains; .three 
doors opening on a porch that spans the front of the house. 
Two doors lead to generous rooms containing fireplaces while 
the third and center door leads to a long closet-like hall tha 
was used for the travelers' harness, and tack.

The house is built on a solid stone foundation containing a 
basement room with outside entrance. The house is constructed 
of well preserved logs that are now covered with clapboard. 
The interior walls are plastered. There have been many alter 
ations through the years including the wide front porch, side 
porch and two rooms to the rear. fc

original house is of log with two large rooms on the first 
floor and attic rooms above with separate stairways. An open 
ing between the rooms on the first floor was added later > A 
room to the extreme right and rear of the house is connected 
to the house by a small side porch but may have stood indepen 
dently at an earlier time. This is reputed to be the room 
that was prepared for General Grant .

A former resident of the house, Mrs. Jarvis Carrier, states 
that there were slave quarters and a kitchen to the rear of th 
house when she resided there, but these have been torn away. 
The four large chimneys are of stone and mostly original with 
the exception of one that has been repaired with bricks. Most 
of the original twelve'-paned windows have been destroyed by 
vandals. One notable feature of this house is seven solid 
walnut two-paneled doors which are in very good condition.

Even after years of neglect, the Grant House is inviting and 
comfortable- looking today. It must have been a welcome sight 
to the weary traveler in the 19th century.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - .

The most notable guest who stayed at the QjpaSit-^Iouse, or 
Merritt Jones Tavern, was General Ulysses SY Grant, who 
ding to local citizens, spent the night there early in 1864 
while on his way to Washington. This tavern was a welcome 
sight to travelers using the Wilderness Road which crossed 
Cumberland Gap.

the Civil War, Jones Tavern served and housed both Unio|n 
and Confederate soldiers. It was used as a Confederate field 
hospital during the Battle of Richmond, August, 1862.*^ Thirte 
soldiers, ranging in age from 15 to 32 years are buried approx| 
imately 100 yards from the house; these graves have been 
marked and enclosed by a fence. VLater the Union forces used 
the house as a commissary during the Battle of Perryville, 
October, 1862.^ ^ v ' ^' :

When General Ulysses S. Grant passed through"Madison'C6unty in 
1864, a cavalry officer preceded him to the Merritt Jones 
Tavern. He told the occupants, who were'Southern sympathizers 
that Grant was to stay there that night, and that he expected 
a hot meal, bath and bed forhhim. He demanded the best"of 
everything for the General. Grant and his small part of men 
arrived a few minutes later and were waited on by the daughter 
of Merritt Jones, the tavern owner. Jones and his sons were 
fighting for the South and his wife was in bed ill.

General Grant was very courteous to his hosts; later they 
spoke of him as being taciturn but polite. As he prepared to 
leave the next morning General Grant asked one of the daughter^ 
about her mother. Upon hearing that she was ill, he asked to 
see her. Learning that her husband and sons were fighting for 
the Confederacy he said that he hoped they would return home 
safely. He said that he was sorry to find her sick and hoped 
that she would soon be well. He thanked her for her hospitality, 
left orders for the bill to be paid, and departed.
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