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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mansfield Plantation was for many years a rice plantation, its history beginning 
in the mid-18th Century. Although the plantation house has been enlarged and altered 
over the years, the plantation itself is extremely well preserved. Many of the 
outbuildings are extant and in good condition. The environment, including the 
avenue of oaks and rice fields, has also been altered very little. Hence, the 
nomination is not dependent on the integrity of the plantation house alone, but 
instead upon the integrity of the plantation as a whole.

The Mansfield Plantation .hQ"5Q.ts a single storied, clapboard structure with medium 
gable roof, situated on a low brick foundation. The front entrance features two 
three-paneled doors with sidelights and an elliptical fanlight. A secondary front 
door (which is similar but without sidelights) is located on the far left-hand 
side (an addition of ca. 1930). Windows are 9/9 with shutters.

A central hall is flanked by one large room on either side. This part of the 
structure is probably the oldest. Ca. 1850 the structure was enlarged 
with symmetrical wings. In the 1930s a small bedroom and bath were added to each 
end of the house, while a small room with domed ceiling was added at the rear of 
the two original rooms. At this time, the interior detailing currently featured 
in the house was also added. These details include chairrailing, paneled wainscoting, 
and dentil cornice molding. Fireplaces are flanked by fluted pilasters and have 
paneled overmantels. Doorways and windows are framed by pilasters carrying en­ 
tablatures. A Charleston craftsman made these moldings and decorations.

Surroundings: The many dependencies which remain in the Mansfield plantation complex 
help make ft a significant example of the rice production era in Georgetown County. 
Situated near the house are a former school building and the kitchen, which features 
an exterior double stairway. During the 1930s both structures were brick veneered 
and remodeled into guest houses. At this same time, a third guest house was built.

Two of the existing outbuildings are specifically related to the production of rice 
at Mansfield--the rice winnowing house and the threshing mill. Also remaining are 
six slave cabins, the slave chapel, and laundry house. These small structures have 
wooden shingles, and many have small shed porches. There are also several later 
structures within the nominated acreage, including stables (ca. 1940).

With its live oak avenue, the outbuildings, and surrounding rice fields, Mansfield 
has retained much of its original environment.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mansfield Plantation, located in Georgetown County, was for many years a rice- 
producing plantation and today remains virtually intact. The plantation house, 
avenue of oaks, and outbuildings together reflect the rice culture—a vital part 
of the history of South Carolina.

Mansfield can be traced to ca. 1732 when John Green received a royal grant for 500 
acres along the Black River. In 1754, James Coachman of Georgetown purchased the 
property from Green's estate. Two years later, in 1756, Susannah Man purchased 
the property from Coachman. Although most of the later Georgetown County records 
were destroyed in 1865, extensive research on the plantation by a Man descendant 
(using family papers and other sources) traces the Man family ownership of the 
plantation until 1912 when it was sold to Charles W. Tuttle of New York. It was 
from the Man family that the name Mansfield was derived.

Agriculture: During its ownership by the Man family, Mansfield was a rice-producing 
plantation in an area which for many years led the nation in rice production. Records 
kept between 1846 and 1862 by Dr. Francis S. Parker (whose wife acquired the plantation 
in 1841) list acreage planted in rice, bushels produced, and the slave work force 
employed. For example, in 1849, 99 slaves were employed in the planting of 230 acres 
which yielded 8,049 bushels of rice.

Several physical evidences of the production of rice remain at Mansfield. These 
include the Mansfield "street" composed of several slave cabins and the slave chapel; 
and the threshing mill and winnowing house. One of three known remaining in Georgetown 
County, the threshing mill was used as late as 1943, and its machinery remains intact. 
The winnowing house is a raised structure with grating placed in the middle of the 
floor. When the windowas blowing strongly, the threshed seed was dropped through 
the grating to allow the chaff to be separated from the seed. This winnowing house 
is the only known surviving example of its type in Georgetown County.

Political: Dr. Francis Parker was active in local political affairs, especially during 
the War Between the States. A signer of the Ordinance of Secession, he also served 
as provost marshal for Georgetown. In 1862 Parker was authorized to order the removal 
of Georgetown County records to a safer location. He acted upon this authorization, 
and the records were sent to Chesterfield County where they were burned by Union troops 
in 1865.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

A rectangular tract extending westerly from the rear of the Main House along the 
Avenue a distance of approximately 2400 feet. The northern limit would be generally 
parallel to and approximately 500 feet north of the Avenue. The southern limits 
would likewise be generally parallel to the Avenue and approximately 500 feet south. 
This rectangular tract would contain approximately 55 acres and would include the 
Main House, the Village, and other existing buildings of Mansfield Plantation.
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