NPS Form 10-800-a OMB Approval No. 1084-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number __ Page ____

SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: 89002011 Date Listed: 11/28/89
US Post Office--Lihue Kauai Hawaii
Property Name County State

Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included

in the nomination documentation.
o
Date of /Act/ion

=== ==== M ==== == =

Amended Items in Nomination:

The period of significance for this building was given as 1900-
1941. Steven Stielstra of the USPS changed it to 1939 to reflect
the building's date of construction. Criteria consideration G

therefore no longer applies. The nomination is now officially
amended to reflect this change.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)




210

NPS Form 10-800 : OMB No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 8-86)
United States Department of the Interior ' OCT 1 6 1989

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking ‘‘x”" in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A" for *‘not applicable.” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic name Lihue Post Office

other names/site number N/A

2. Location
street & number 4441 Rice Street N/A L not for publication
city, town Lihue n/A L |vicinity
state Hawaii code HT county Kauai code 007 zip code 96766
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
] private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
(] public-local (] district 1 buildings
[ public-State [site sites
(X ] public-Federal [ structure structures
D object _______ objects
] Q0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register _ Q0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the dealgnated authority under the Nanonaj H}tonc Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

i ; gqlies eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
meets does not meet the National Register criteria. [Isee continuation sheet.

Signature ofcenifying Date IAN 23 1o0c
mM%/; A’é::‘cir /.4'&(4-— y,qdés.,,a O cer JAN 23 198

State or Fodaral agency and bureau

==
pets []does not meet the National Register criteria. [ see continuation sheet.
- - £z - 7- 77
Signature of corinef cial Date

L [ Lacky s PR 4
State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

W’ certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register. | / .af’
continuation sheet. i // e2d,
[ determined eligible for the National B & =

Register. DSae continuation sheet.
["] determined not eligible for the
National Register.

D removed from the National Register.
Dolher, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Post Office Post Office

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)
foundation Concrete

Late 19th & 20th Century Revivals walls Concrete
Mission

roof Tile

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Lihue Main Post Office is a one-story reinforced
concrete building on a slightly raised concrete slab founda-
tion. Divided into three sections, the front facade consists
of a central salient with three bays, and flanking wings with
one window bay in each. Bridging the projecting lower por-
tion and recessed gable end of the central section is an
overhanging shed roof clad with mission tile. A tile-clad
gable roof covers the central section while the stepped-down
wings are covered by tile-clad shed roofs. Although the
building received an addition to the rear in the late-1978s
and the original open bays of the front and west side have
been enclosed with glass, the original facades of the
building are essentially intact.

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The front facade of the Mediterranean-style building
faces Rice Street which forms the site's northern boundary.
Symmetrically-arranged, the front facade is articulated both
vertically and horizontally. The central section consists of
a lower portion (corresponding to the lobby) which projects
four feet beyond the flanking wings and an upper portion
which is recessed thirteen feet behind the wings. A red
mission tile shed roof, which overhangs the three central
bays, rises rearward to the recessed gable end of the upper
portion. The gable end as well as the shed-roofed wings are
flat, white-painted concrete. A narrow, molded cornice and
the exposed edge of the roof tiles terminate the gable end
while the tile edges terminate the flanking wings. Extending
four feet beyond the side walls are the exposed concrete
outlookers of the shed roofs. The rounded ends of the
outlookers are exposed beneath the roof of the central
section.

Three equally-sized bays divide the lower portion of

the central salient: an entry bay and flanking window bays.
(Note: As originally constructed, these bays were open and
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all served as entries.) Two square concrete columns divide
the three bays. Painted white with red bases, the columns
are unadorned except for beveled corners. Concrete lintels
(implied) span the bays between flat capitals which top the
columns. The glass—-enclosed central entry bay is recessed

to form a vestibule and provides lateral access to the lobby.
One aluminum-framed, single-light door is at each side of the
entry vestibule. Except for an additional tier of glass, the
entry enclosure is identical to the window bays: fixed,
vertically-paired, aluminum sash (bronze anodized) with six
lights (smoked glass) each. One concrete step and a concrete
landing provide access to the entry. Concrete cheek blocks
with round ends flank the step and landing at the corners of
the central section. Octagonal bronze lanterns, affixed to
the wall, are aligned above the cheek blocks. Centered in
the gable end, above the shed roof, is a circular opening
covered by bronze louvers. Below the louvers, in 8" bronze
letters is "United States Post Office Lihue Hawaii."

The end wings are identical to each other in size and
configuration. They are flat concrete, painted red from
grade to the top of the foundation slab and white to the
sloping edge of the tile roof. In each wing is a single
window bay. The bay of the east wing consists of a two-
section bronze-sash casement window with five horizontal
lights in each side. A slightly recessed concrete panel is
set between the sill and foundation slab. Corresponding to
the bays of the central section, a slightly recessed concrete
lintel is set above the sash. The bay of the west wing,
which was originally open, has been enclosed by an aluminum-
framed single—-glass light. The opening extends from the top
of the slab to a recessed lintel. (The original bronze
railing has been retained on the interior side of the
window.)

The west side, facing Kele Street, consists of the
original facade (with slight alterations) and the rear addi-
tion. The original portion of the facade consists of six
bays: an entry bay flanked on each side by two window bays
(all same size) and a small window bay near the rear. The
entry bay is open and unframed except for a slightly recessed
lintel. A concrete ramp with painted metal railings along
the edges provides access to the entry (originally approach-
ed by one step to a concrete landing). The window bays are
enclosed by fixed aluminum-framed (bronze-anodized) smoked
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glass in two vertical sections. (Note: Three of these bays
were originally open with bronze railings (retained) in the
lower portion. The fourth, was originally a smaller, case-
ment window identical to that of the east wing of the front.)
The rear bay contains a casement window set within a niche
identical in size to the other bays. It consists of bronze
sash with three lights in each section. (Originally, this
window was identical to that of the front east wing.)

The facade wall of the wing is flat concrete, painted
red to the top of the foundation slab and white to the over-
hanging eaves. Covering the wing is a red mission tile roof
which inclines to the raised central section of the building.
Extending two feet above the roof juncture, the wall is also
concrete and painted white. Four equally-spaced horizontal
vents (with bronze louvers) are set in the wall, which is
terminated by a narrow molded cornice. A gable roof, clad
with red mission tile which projects only slightly over the
cornice, covers the central section.

The addition extends from the rear of the originally
recessed central section (location of original loading dock)
and beyond the ends of the original side wings. Opening to
the west is a concrete loading dock which is enclosed by
plain concrete walls on the sides and a flat tar composition
roof. This enclosure extends west beyond the eave line of
the original building (approximately one foot). Since the
interior side of the dock enclosure abuts the rear of the
original building, the overhang of the original roof was
truncated to align with the addition. The roof line of the
dock rises slightly above this juncture. Inward from the
dock and extending above it is the west wall of the expanded
workroom. Aligned with the wall of the original central
section, this wall rises to top of the shed roof. The wall
is white-painted concrete in which four equally-space hori-
zontal vents have been set.

The east side also consists of the original facade and
rear addition. The addition, also stepped back, extends on
the same planes as the original wing and central section.

The height of the lower portion corresponds to the eave line
of the original and that of the upper portion corresponds to
the top of the shed roof. The addition is white-painted con-
crete with no openings except for a single metal door in the
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lower portion and four louvered horizontal vents in the upper
portion. The original facade is identical to that of the
west side except for the window arrangement. Six equally-
spaced niches, each with a window bay, divide the facade.

All of the windows, except the second from the front, are
two-section bronze sash casement with five horizontal lights
in each side. The other window consists of a single section
with four horizontal lights. All have concrete sills with a
recessed concrete panel beneath.

The rear facade is plain white-painted concrete. The
side wings are stepped-down from the central section, the
east side slightly lower than the west. A copper gutter
defines the top of the east side and copper parapet caps
define the tops of the west side and central section. Flat,
built-up tar composition roofs cover all three sections.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[Inationally  [x]statewide [Jiocally

Applicable National Register Criteria [x]A [ 1B [x]C [ ]D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ I8 [Jc [Io [Je [JF [xlG

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance | Significant Dates
Architecture 1900-1941 | Site acg.-1937
Politics/government Const.-1939
Art

Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
/A Louis A. Simon, Superwvising Arch-—

itect/Federal gavernment

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Lihue Main Post Office is a well-preserved example
of a small single-purpose post office. Although expanded in
the late-1970s, the building's original facade maintains good
integrity and represents its period of construction. The
Mission Revival design is well-executed and, along with the
Spanish Colonial mode, dominated the stylistic preference of
the federal government for post offices and other public
buildings in Hawaii. The building symbolizes the recognition
of Lihue by the federal government as well as the link be-
tween the local citizens and far-off Washington. It is
particularly significant that local citizens were able to
convince Uncle Sam's architects to change the design from
that originally proposed. In fact, the design served as a
prototype for the 1940 Schofield Barracks Station (Honolulu),
the only other post office constructed in Hawaii during the
Depression era. Finally, the building contains two art works
by a notable regional artist: the only such works in a post
office in Hawaii. For these reasons the building is excep-
tionally significant at both the local and state levels.

ARCHITECTURE

The Spanish Mission-style design of the Lihue Post
Office is an adaptation of a standard federal design to meet
the specific climatic conditions of Hawaii. Originally plan-
ned as a standard Neo—-Classical building that was common to
the mainland during the Depression era, the design, through
the efforts of local citizens, was altered to be more con-
sistent with the local setting. Unlike the larger and
earlier federal buildings in Hilo (1917) and Honolulu (1922),
which were designed by private architectural firms, the Lihue
and the multitude of small town post offices on the mainland

[X] See continuation sheet
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Acreage of property __0.56

UTM References

A l0)4]

Zone  Easting Northing
Silioel EE gokaleilk I35 508 o3l
Quadrangle name: Lihue

B||||i|||1|||||f1||
Zone Easting Northing

Bl Vil by v gl g e |

DSee continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The site is on the southeast corner of Rice and Kele Streets and is
described as follows: beginning at the northwest corner of said site,
thence east along Rice Street 150', thence southeasterly 181.73;, thence
west 125', thence north along Kele Street 180' to point of beginning.

[ X see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the property originally purchased by the federal

government for the post office site.

[:,See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
nameftitle "Iim®

organization Institute for Urban & T.ocal Studies  date

street & number West 705 1lst Avenue

+ 1988
telephone igzﬂl 458-6219
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state WA zip code 99204
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were designed by the staff of the Office of the Supervising
Architect directed by Louis A. Simon. During the Depression
era, standardized designs and simplified buildings became the
rule of federal architecture. Economy and rapidity with the
intent of stimulating the depressed economy did not, however,
abrogate the philosophy of sound, quality construction.

The exterior design of the building is derived from the
Southern California experience. 1In the West, California was
the primary recipient of the Spanish-influenced designs. The
open porticos, overhanging eaves with exposed rafters, white
stucco walls, red tile roofs, and open ventilation ports are
characteristic of this style. Yet, the Classical influence
of federal design tradition is also evident in the symmetry
and proportion: the formality is maintained.

Although the design of the building is attributed to
Floyd M. Williams, Postal Engineer, there is no evidence to
confirm this. The original floor plans list as architect,
Louis A. Simon, Supervising Architect. No other architect
is listed as would be the case had a specific architect
developed the plans. Based on local newspaper accounts, Mr.
Willams did, however, influence the choice of design. Ap-
parently, his experience in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is-
lands enabled him to effect the change requested by citizens
of Lihue. The design is similar to previously-constructed
post offices in Southern California and was most probably
adapted from these. The design, as perhaps a protoype for
Hawaii, was used in essentially the same form for the Scho-
field Barracks Station of the Honolulu Post Office in 1940.

With respect to local construction the building followed
the trend that had been established by the 1871 Kamehameha V
Post Office in Honolulu and the 1912 Bank of Hawaii in Lihue.
The Kamehameha V Post Office, was not only the first building
built as a post office in Hawaii, but was also the first pub-
lic building in the United States to be constructed entirely
of concrete. Built of concrete block and iron bar-reinforced
structural concrete, this building established the model for
future public and commercial buildings in the Islands. The
Bank of Hawaii was the first concrete building in Lihue.
This was followed by other prominent public buildings which
also made partial or total use of reinforced concrete.
These include the County Building (1913, Neo-Classical,
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concrete); the Kaua'i Museum (built in 1924 as a library,
Neo-Classical with Hawaiian influence, concrete and stone);
County Building Annex (1934, Spanish Mission, reinforced
concrete); and County Courthouse (1939, Spanish Mission,
reinforced concrete).

As decades of use of the Lihue Post Office demonstrated,
the original design was not entirely successful. The open
lobby, in response to the climate, was altered in response to
the reality of the climate. Rain, carried by winds from the
west and north, entered the original lanai openings of the
west and north facades. As a result, they are now glass-
enclosed. PFurther, the original design did not anticipate
the growth of the community; consequently an addition was
constructed in the late-197@s. Neither of these adapta-
tions, however, significantly affect the original design
integrity of the building which is significant under
Criterion C.

In plan, the interior is quite similar to the multitude
of small town post offices on the mainland. The 'L'-shaped
lobby in which patrons conduct postal business at the counter
and receive their mail from the post office boxes is typical.
Also typical are the Postmaster's office at the end of the
lobby, the adjacent restroom and vault, and the workroom,
employee facilities, inspector's lookout, and loading plat-
form that comprise the rear of the building. These spaces
are designed to meet the functional requirements of post
office operations.

POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT

The Lihue Post Office was the first and only federally-
constructed post office in either Lihue or on the island of
Rauai. It is also one of several buildings of the period
which represent various aspects of government in Lihue.
These include the Kauai County Building (1913), the Terri-
torial Office Building (1930 - now the County Building
Annex), and the County Courthouse (1938). All of these
buildings are in the Lihue Civic Center Complex and, for a
short while, there was discussion of also including the post
office there. However, the siting of the post office and the
courthouse in the park area in front of the County Building
met with strong objection from civic groups. As a result,
alternative sites were provided.
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The construction of the Lihue Post Office symbolized the
federal presence and the recognition that Lihue was a stable
community and important regional center. Further, the build-
ing represents the link between the local community and its
Territorial representatives in Washington D.C. 1In Lihue's
case that link proved to be more productive than for the typ-
ical community that received a federal post office during the
era. Not only were local civic groups, though their repre-
sentatives, able to gain a federal appropriation, but they
were also able to influence the design of their building.
After ten years of effort to secure a federal post office
for Lihue, local businessmen and the Chamber of Commerce were
dismayed when they received the plans of the building from
Delegate Sam King in June of 1937. Termed a "cracker box"
with a flat roof and storm doors which would be appropriate
in a North Dakota town, the building was felt to be totally
inconsistent with the climate of Lihue. After encountering
resistance from federal officials in Washington, the locals
found an ally in Floyd M. Williams, a postal engineer with
construction experience in tropical climes. With Williams'
assistance, the diligent lobbying efforts finally achieved
success when the beautiful tropical style building was
completed in 1939. An editorial in the May 9, 1939 issue
of The Garden Island summed up the local efforts:

THE NEW LIHUE POST OFFICE

The dedication of the Lihue Post Office last Satur-
day marks the completion of twelve years of effort to
secure a new Post Office for Lihue. The original move
was made in 1927 when Senator Rice introduced a reso-
lution in the Territorial senate memorializing Congress
to appropriate funds for the building.

It was not until ten years later that the final
appropriation was secured. Then came a setback in the
form of the design of the building. The building de-
signed was a stereotyped form which probably would have
fitted nicely into a farming community in the Middle
West. It certainly had no place in a tropical setting.
To the credit of Kauai it refused to accept the mon-
strosity offered, and made a stern protest to Washing-
ton. It appeared for a time as if Kauai would be un-
able to get past Washington bureaucracy, as our protest
fell on deaf ears. It was not until Floyd Williams,
Postal Engineer with the Post Office Department visited
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Kauai, after the bids had been opened, that Kauai was
able to get any action. Williams halted the awarding
of the contract and had new plans drawn. The present
beautiful building is the result of these efforts.

It can truthfully be said that the efforts of
twelve years have been worthwhile.

Finally, the Lihue Post Office is only one of two post
offices constructed by the federal government in Hawaii
during the Depression era. It is a legacy of the massive
federal public works programs that were intended to aid
local economies during the Depression. Although Hawaii did
not appear to suffer the magnitude of unemployment as the
mainland, all of the counties, with the exception of Hono-
lulu which experienced relatively substantial growth, slight-
ly declined in population during the 193@s. Lihue, however,
experienced a slight population gain and appeared to be re-
latively prosperous during this period.

As a legacy of the federal government's public building
programs of the Depression era, a symbolic link between the
federal government and the local community, and Kauai's first
and only federally-constructed post office, the building is
significant under Criterion A.

ART

The lobby of the post office contains two carved wood
sculptures in low relief. One sculpture is attached to the
wall over the Postmaster's door and depicts a raised Koi
(adze) with two hands clutching its shaft (approximately 3'
by 3'). The other, attached to the wall in the box lobby,
depicts a man holding a conch shell to his mouth, perhaps
preparing to blow into it (approximately 4' by 7").

The works are attributed to Marguerite Louis Blasingame
of Honolulu. She was born in Honolulu on February 2, 1906,
attended the University of Hawaii, art school in California
and received a Master's degree from Stanford University. She
exhibited and received prizes in the Honolulu Annual in 1933,
1934, and 1936. Her primary work was in fresco and carving,
both wood and stone. Her architectural installations include
stone carvings in Ala Moana Park, a fountain at the Kawanana-
koa School, the old water supply building, and the Volcano
House Hotel; wood carvings at the Library of Hawaii, and the
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Church of the Crossroads; and a fresco at the Waikiki Thea-
ter. The Denver Art Museum acquired a carved wood panel.
Ms. Blasingame died while traveling in Mexico in 1947.

Her work is described as follows:

Mrs. Blasingames's style is modern yet individual and
spontaneous. She has followed the old Hawaiian carvings
with the result of achieving the stylization of the old
Hawaiians combined with more realism which is made pos-
sible with the use of modern tools. Her work reveals
familiarity with and understanding of her subjects.
[Schulz, 1942]

The works in the Lihue MPO are not in the standard list-
ing of WPA arts projects (no works are listed for Hawaii).
One source indicates that they were donated to and installed
in the Post Office in the 1950s. (This has not been possible
to verify.) But, a Garden Island article of 24 June 1941 an-
nounced a Section of Fine Arts competition for two sculpted
relief panels for the Schofield Barracks and Lihue post of-
fices. (No follow-up articles were located (through 1944)).

LOCAL CONTEXT

Lihue, approximately 1.5 miles inland from Nawiliwili
Bay on Kauai's east coast, is the Kauai County seat. Lihue
is the island's governmental and transportation center and
also provides local retail and financial services.

The origin of Lihue dates back to the late-1830s when
Kaikioewa, Kauai's governor, moved from Waimea to the area
overlooking Nawiliwili Bay, between the settlements of Nawi-
liwili and Hanamaulu. Here he built a thatch house and
church, and founded a sugar cane plantation. 1In 1849, the
plantation, which had languished after Kaikioewa's death, was
revitalized as Lihue Plantation by H. A. Pierce, C. R. Bishop
and W. L. Lee. By 1858, the wood frame plantation store, was
in operation in Koamalu. The store also served as the area's
main meeting place, with the storekeeper serving as post-
master and distributing the irregular inter-island mail.

A frame courthouse was built in 1851. 1In 1854 the Rice
family bought into the Lihue Plantation; they eventually came
to control it. Since lumber was scarce, the Lihue store was
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dragged on rollers by a team of oxen to the present site of
Lihue Shopping Center (across from Post Office) in 1876.
Thus, Lihue, with its plantation store and courthouse, served
as the center of island government. According to 1878 popu-
lation statistics, Kauai County had a population of 5,811 and
the Lihue District had a population of 1,832.

As the plantation store moved and expanded to new
buildings, successive storekeepers continued to act as
postmaster. After annexation of Hawaii in 1898, however,

a tailor shop next to the Lihue store became the first U.S.
Post Office. Frank Crawford came from Indiana to serve as
Lihue's first U.S. postmaster in 19061. Two years later,
Crawford was named cashier of the Bank of Hawaii.

In 1905 the Territorial government passed the County
Act, establishing county governments on Hawaii's four largest
islands. Lihue became the county seat of Kauai. 1In 1912
Lihue's first concrete building, the Bank of Hawaii, was
built. This was followed in 1913 by the new concrete Lihue
store complex and the County Building, also of concrete; the
large, expensive, and durable buildings reflected the com-
munity's increased importance. In 1915 the post office moved
to the new Tip Top Building (also concrete) and Lihue was
transitioning from the center of Lihue Plantation operations
to a modern town. By 1920, the Lihue District had a popu-
lation of 6,223 as compared with 4,951 in 19106. When the
deepwater harbor at Nawiliwili was dedicated in 1930, Lihue
became established as the transportation center of Kauai.
In that year, the Lihue town population was separated from
Lihue District for the first time. Its population totaled
2,399 out of a population of 7,515 for the district and
35,942 for Kauai County. The sugar industry also prospered
during the 1920s and 1930s and the area surrounding the
County Building developed as a government center with the
construction of the Territorial Office Building in 1934.

During the 1930s, Lihue became the largest town on
Kauai. The Lihue Theater, with its elaborate Spanish Colon-
ial facade of concrete, was completed in 1931. The concrete
Van Hamm-Young building was opened in 1936. The years 1938
and 1939 brought a new $100,000 Kress Building, the new G.N
Wilcox Memorial Hospital, a new armory, the Royal Theater,
the Circuit Court Building, other commercial projects and the
Lihue Post Office. The Lihue Mill set a new production
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record of 83,839 tons and Lihue's population reached 4,254 in
1940. The population of Kauai, however, declined to 35,818.
After 1940, both Kauai's and Lihue's population declined to
lows of 28,176 and 6,297, respectively in 196#. Thereafter,
the populations have increased.

The Lihue Post Office is on the southeast corner of Rice
Street and Kele Street. The Bank of Hawaii is west of the
Post Office, across Kele Street. Across Rice Street to the
north is the Lihue Shopping Center (1964) and the Kauai Muse-
um (originally A.S. Wilcox Memorial Library, concrete and
stone, 1924, NHR). East of the Post Office is the First Ha-
waiian Bank Building with the intervening bank parking lot.
South of the Post Office is a parking lot, the Lihue Credit
Union Building and the Lihue Plantation Company Office
Building.

LOCAL NEWSPAPER COVERAGE OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE LIHUE
MAIN POST OFFICE

In the spring of 1935 Lihue's newspaper The Garden
Island reported that six FERA projects were employing 119 men
at the area's roads, parks, cemeteries, and airport (April
23rd article). In addition, a CCC camp for 100 men was
planned for Kokee, Kaui was to receive an outright grant of
$240,000 for roads as part of a federal aid project, and
after 15 months of labor the Port Allen breakwater (an
$880,000 PWA project) was to be completed (articles of April
20th, May 22nd, and June 4th). It was also reported that
Martin Dreier had been nominated by President Roosevelt as
Lihue's postmaster (March 12th).

"New Federal Building Possible If Land Given Without
Cost" reported the Garden Island on April 1l6th. A wire had
been received from Delegate Samuel Wilder King and the issue
was being investigated by the Board of Supervisors. On
August 27th it was reported that a federal engineer was in
Lihue regarding a federal highway project and the selection
of a site for a new $50,000 federal courthouse for Lihue.
And on September 3rd it was announced that local airmail had
increased 30%, the Supervisors had pledged $86,000 for a
school building program, and an application was being
submitted for a new $63,000 PWA Port Allen Pier.

On May 1l2th, 1936 it was reported that, after a delay in
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allotment of PWA funds, both the courthouse and pier would be
built in Lihue that year. "Federal Post Office Building in
Lihue Assured Wednesday" announced the Garden Island on July
7th. Delegate Sam King had wired that federal funds were
available under the recent deficiency bill and the granting
of a free site would expedite matters; as a result the Board
of Supervisors had moved to deed a site to the federal
government. On July 28th it was reported that the offers for
the post office site had been opened: only one site, a parcel
of over 30,000 square feet at the corner of the main road at
Lihue and Kalena Drive had been offered by Wm. Hyde Rice,
Ltd., for $15,000. It was understood though, that the Lihue
Plantation might make the offer of property adjacent to the
Bank of Hawaii. Two weeks later, as reported on September
15th, the offer was received in the amount of $4,5008. It was
also the site recommended by the Treasury Department. Even
though the site was recommended, and $60,000 to $70,000 was
available, it was not expected that construction would begin
for 8 to 10 months. Apparently, there was still discussion
about putting both the Post Office and Federal Court on the
open area in front of the County Building. The Chamber of
Commerce, however, disapproved of these plans, since it felt
the area would become too congested.

On October 20th, the Garden Island published a plan for
a "Proposed Lihue Civic Center" as suggested by the Kauai
Chamber of Commerce. The map indicated the location of the
proposed Post Office next to the Bank of Hawaii, the proposed
courthouse behind the County and Territorial buildings, and
a new road bordering the east side of the County complex.
Another article that day noted that a preliminary survey of
the post office site was being made by Herbert C. Cayton,
construction engineer employed by the Treasury Department.

In early 1937 it was reported that a bill had been
introduced for a new $40,000 National Guard Armory in Lihue,
Lihue had been selected as site of a $125,000 Kress store,
and a $200,000 hospital was also planned for the town.
(articles of March 2nd, 23rd, and June 1lst). On June 15th,
Lihue's citizens were given a preview of their future post
office when a preliminary sketch was published in the Garden
Island. The clearing of the three houses on the site was
underway. The former Lihue Store manager's house which had
been occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Sherman, and the houses former-
ly occupied by Judge Hjorth and Edward DelLacy were being re-
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moved. Meanwhile, the sketch of the proposed building had
set in motion an undercurrent of community activism.

The undercurrent surfaced and the September 1l4th head-
line of the Garden Island announced "Lihue Post Office
Contract Withdrawn; New Plans to Be Made." The citizens of
Lihue felt that the building was "not at all in keeping with
the climate and setting of Kauai." The paper noted that the
"lobby of the post office was closed with a vestibule and
storm door."™ The Chamber of Commerce, after receiving the
plans from Delegate Sam King, had protested and recommended
changes, including "an open lanai for the post office boxes
as well as other features which would be of more value in the
tropics." Officials in Washington, however, had declined to
change the plans, evidently because they felt delay was not
desired. Floyd M. Williams, postal engineer, however, had
recommended drawing new plans after consultation with local
businessmen and Kauai Chamber of Commerce officials. It was
reported that: "When Williams discovered that local sentiment
strongly favored changes in the structure and that the delay
would be preferred to the type of building planned, he
immediately wired Washington...." It was also noted that
Williams had recently done much to "solve the traffic and
parking problems at the post office when it is completed."

The Honolulu Star Bulletin also reported on the design
controversy on September l4th, noting that "Original plans
called for a flat roof building of "cracker box" style."
Federal officials were being "sent to the territory for the
purpose of investigating the Kauai complaints and also to
study the types of postoffice buildings which should be
erected in Hawaii." It had been noted that flat roofs, for
example, were "difficult to maintain in periods of heavy
rains such as Lihue sometimes experiences"; it was expected
that the new design would follow "the accepted style of
Hawaii architecture."

On April 12th, 1938 the Garden Island published a sketch
of the revised post office design. On July 5th it reported
that E. E. Black's bid of $57,730 had been the lowest of the
eight submitted for construction of the post office. And on
October 1llth it was reported that construction had begun the
previous week.

(An article of August 2nd, 1938 reported that Kauai's
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population had increased 1,619 since 1937, to 39,914. The
population of the Territory was now 411,485; 79.76 of the
population were American citizens.)

"Post Office Dedication Postponed" reported the Garden
Island on April 18th, 1939. The date had been postponed from
April 22nd to Saturday May 6th at 4:30 to enable Floyd
Williams to attend the dedication. The paper reported:

It was through Williams' efforts that the original
design of the post office was changed to the present
beautiful building. The original design was a square
box-1like affair with enclosed lobby, and was typical
of a post office for some North Dakota town rather
than for the tropics.

The dedication program was announced on May 2nd. The
program was to include Floyd Williams as guest of honor,
Postmaster Martin Dreier, former postmasters from the area,
Senator Charles A. Rice and other government officials, the
Kauai Community Orchestra, and the Boy and Cub Scouts. A
metal container was to be placed in the cornerstone, contain-
ing a copy of that week's Garden Island, the dedication pro-
ram, a photograph of Delegate Sam King, and a photograph of
the present staff of the Lihue Post Office.

On May 9th it was reported that "a large crowd of inter-
ested spectators" had attended the dedication, which had been
sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce. Master of Ceremonies
Charles J. Fern told "the history of the fight to obtain a
Federal post office for Kauai," noting that in 1927 Senator
Charles A. Rice introduced the first resolution requesting a
post office and that he introduced it thereafter in each
succeeding session. Delegate Samuel King obtained the
$58,000 construction grant in 1937. Judge Wood, U.S. Postal
Inspector for Hawaii, gave the main address in the place of
Floyd Williams, who was unable to catch the plane to Kauai
after arriving from the mainland on Saturday morning. Wood
gave a history of postal service and also announced that the
design of the Lihue post office would be used for the con-
struction of two new post offices to be built in the Terri-
tory. Other speakers included Dora R. Isenberg, whose father
was postmaster in the 1870s, who "told how she used to climb
a tree to look for the sailing vessels as they came to bring
the mail to Kauai, an event for which all the town turned
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out." The public was invited to inspect the building
following the dedication.

DEVELOPMENT OF HAWAIIAN POSTAL SERVICE

On April 4th, 1820 the first missionaries arrived in
Hawaii. The early missionaries and traders sent letters to
America with the captains of sailing vessels, who turned them
over to the post office when reaching port (and where they
received 2 cents per letter for their efforts). Virtually
all letters were sent collect, and reached the U.S. at an
Atlantic port since there were no towns on the Pacific coast
to put the letters into the mail. Mail arriving in Hawaii
was distributed rather haphazardly at the harbormaster's
office or at the counting room of the consignees of the
vessel. Early mail service was informal.

Indeed, until the 1830s the Hawaiian Kingdom was
governed with little legal structure. 1In 1839, however, a
Bill of Rights was proposed and signed by King Kamehameha III
and a year later he conferred a constitution on the Hawaiian
people. And in 1845 and 1846 three important laws, commonly
referred to as the "organic acts," were passed to secure
civil liberties for the Hawaiian people and to organize the
Hawaiian government. The 4th article of the Second Act
(April 27th, 1846), entitled "An Act to Organize the
Executive Departments of the Hawaiian Islands,"™ included the
first mention of the Post Office. The regulations it
contained provided for the establishment of a postal system
in Hawaii, related to inter-island mails. It identified the
Collector General Customs and collectors of ports of entry
and departure as ex officio postmasters, entitled to receive
and open mail bags at their ports. It also stated that:

The Ministry of the Interior shall appoint some
trustworthy and discreet person, residing conveniently
on each of the islands were no port of entry and
departure is established, to be postmaster thereof.

Within a few years significant improvements in mail
service both in the United States and Hawaii were made. 1In
1849 the San Francisco Post Office was opened (on April 3rd)
and "Ocean Mail" via Panama was begun. Two steamers began a
monthly service between San Francisco and Panama, leaving San
Francisco with eastbound mail to Panama and returning with
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west-bound mail, brought to Panama by connecting steamers on
the Atlantic, to San Francisco. (The crossing of the Isthmus
of Panama was made on foot until the completion of the Panama
Railroad in 1855.) The improvement during 1851-1852 of mail
service between San Francisco and New York also led to
improved Honolulu service. The voyage between the Islands
and San Francisco by sailing vessels took 12 to 14 days.

On August 9th, 1850 a treaty between the U.S. and Hawaii
was ratified, which among other things provided for the
exchange of mail between the two countries--the first
definite arrangement for the exchange of mail. Before long
the Hawaiian government decided that the 1846 statute
governing internal correspondence was inadequate to handle
foreign mails. As a result, on December 20, 1850, through a
decree of the Privy Council, a Post Office in Honolulu was
established. Henry M. Whitney, a prominent merchant and
printer, was appointed to the newly established office of
Postmaster (previous to this, the Collector of Customs per-
formed the duties of postmaster). Whitney, who served until
1856, took charge of mail leaving for San Francisco and other
foreign ports; all foreign mail was routed through Honolulu.
Mail was distributed through the general delivery window or
rented mail boxes; there was no service by a carrier.

When the Hawaii Post Office was established in 18580
rates for a letter of less than half an ounce were 10 cents,
newspapers were 2 cents, and pamphlets were 2-1/2 cents.

The first postage stamps, "The Missionaries," were issued on
October 1, 1851. Inter-island mails, however, were handled
free of charge. Ships were required to carry mail between
the islands without compensation. But service was haphazard.
The free inter-island mail was one of the early problems and
controversies of the Post Office. It was argued, particular-
ly by the missionaries, that the free mails encouraged native
correspondence, and thus reading, writing, and education.

But it was also argued, for example by Postmaster J. Jackson
who succeeded Whitney in 1856, that requiring ships to carry
mail without compensation resulted in undependable delivery.
In 1859 the legislature adopted post rates for inter-island
mail.

Hawaii's early, primitive mail service continued to
evolve. In 1854 the legislature passed an act "authorizing
the appointment of mail carriers in the remote districts of
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the Kingdom." The legislature did not, however, appropriate
any funds to carry out the law. Instead, the islands were to
implement the act with any surplus money from police approp-
riations. Only the island of Hawaii had a surplus, and, as

a result, in 1854 the first mail route in the Islands was
established, from Kawaihae to Hilo through Hamakua.

As discussed, inter-island mail was carried without
charge until 1859. After August 1, 1859 a basic rate of 2
cents was charged for letters. The responsibility of dis-
pensing stamps and handling the mails was allocated to
various districts on each of the five main islands. On
Kauai, for example, there were five districts with desig-
nated postmasters and they included Hanalei, Anaholo,
Nawiliwili, Koloa and Waimea.

The first permanent post office in Honolulu was on
Government ground in a building called the "Honolulu Hale,"
which housed government offices until 1854. (Prior to this,
the post office was "for the time being"™ in the Polynesian
Office (government newspaper) as provided by the decree
creating the Hawaii Post Office.) Adjoining the post office
was postmaster Henry M. Whitney's stationary store. 1In 1870
the post office building at Merchant and Bethel Streets was
built. The post office remained in the same cramped building
until May lst, 1922 when it moved to the new Federal Build-
ing, facing Palace Square.

Initially, both inter-island mail and foreign mail was
sent by sailing vessels. The introduction of steam
communication in 1862 did much to improve the dependability
and regularity of mail service to and between the Islands.
In 1866 the United States Post Office Department contracted
with the Pacific Mail Steamship Co., to handle mails, on a
monthly basis, to China and Japan. (Previous to this, no
ships had mail-carrying contracts and the ship captains
charged a set amount per letter for conveyance.) The con-
tract required that stops be made at Honolulu each way, and
would take effect in 1867 (regular trips began in 1868). 1In
1867 the California, Oregon and Mexico Steamship Co. was
contracted to run 12 round trips per year between San
Francisco and Honolulu. The line was paid a subsidy of
$75,000 a year to carry all mail offered by the postmasters
of Honolulu and San Francisco. Other ships, however, also
continued to handle mail.
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Within the Islands, the number of mail routes and
carriers also increased. The increase in internal mails was
the result of both the more regular service, through the use
of steam ships, as well as the increase in daily, weekly, and
monthly publications (these publications could still be
received free of postage through the domestic mails).

On July 1, 1870 the first formal postal treaty between
the Kingdom of Hawaii and the United States went into
operation. Article II of the Treaty read:

San Francisco, New York, Boston, Portland, Oregon,
Teekalet, Olympia, and Port Townsend shall be the
United States offices of exchange, and Honolulu and
Hilo the Hawaiian offices of exchange, for all mails
transmitted between the two countries under this
arrangement.

The Treaty remained in effect until Hawaii's admission to the
Universal Postal Union, on January 1, 1882.

On August 12th, 1898 the Republic of Hawaii was annexed
to the United States. Even then, however, the stamps of
Hawaii remained in use, until Hawaii's actual incorporation
into the United States, on June 14, 1900, At that time the
postal service of Hawaii was superceded by that of the United
States.

FEDERAL PUBLIC BUILDINGS CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

This section will provide only a discussion of national
building programs. A following section will be devoted to
the relationship of these programs in the context of the
buildings constructed in Hawaii.

The history of post offices construction before WWII can
be divided into three distinct phases. From 1893 to 1914,
under the provisions of the Tarsney Act, buildings could be
designed within the Treasury Department or submitted to com-
petitive bids among private architects. From 1915 to 1939,
the Secretary of the Treasury implemented policies that
standardized the design of public buildings, in contrast to
the previous practice of preparing an individual design for
each structure. From the onset of the Depression (1929 to
1930) a new era of government buildings was initiated with



NPS Form 10-800-a OMB Approvel No. 1024-0018
(8-88)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number ___8 _ Page __15 Lihue MPO

the development of public works programs designed to
stimulate local economies.

Prior to 1902, when the first "Public Buildings Omnibus
Act" was passed, federal buildings were funded on an ad hoc
basis. Appropriations bills rarely contained allocations for
more than three buildings at one time. Acquisition of sites
and construction occurred only with Congressional
authorization.

The Public Buildings Omnibus Act of 1902 authorized 150
new projects. Since it provided for a large body of projects
rather than requiring individual authorization, it saved a
considerable amount of time in Congress. However, the omni-
bus bills created the opportunity for political abuse in that
Congressmen were eager to please their constituents by dis-
tributing "federal presents." Political influence, rather
than operational requirements, seemed to dictate size, orna-
mentation, and location. The omnibus legislation provoked
allegations of waste and cries of "pork barrel” from the
press.

The utilization of the omnibus buildings approach great-
ly increased the number of buildings under the control of the
Treasury Department. In 1899 there were 391 federal build-
ings under the Department of the Treasury; this number in-
creased to 1,126 by 1912. |[Craig, 1979, p. 213] Many of the
new buildings went to smaller cities and developing towns,
which received their first federal buildings.

After experimenting with submitting smaller projects
(less than $500,000) to competing architects in the project
vicinity in 1903-04, it was decided that these projects would
be designed "in-house" by the Supervising Architect's office.
A return to the "classical style of architecture" for govern-
ment buildings was also announced during this period. Sty-
listic elements were drawn from the French Beaux-Arts and
Neo-Classical traditions. 1In addition, America's architec-
tural heritage was reflected in Colonial Revival design.

During the tenure of Supervising Architect James Knox
Taylor (1898-1912), buildings were individually designed.
Toward the end of his tenure (1912), concern was expressed
that the costs of federal construction in comparison to pri-
vately constructed commercial buildings was too high. It was
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felt that designs should be standardized. Taylor felt, how-
ever, that government buildings could not be designed and
constructed as standardized units.

After Taylor resigned as Supervising Architect, James
Wetmore served as Acting Supervising Architect from 1912 to
1913. Oscar Wenderoth followed Wetmore from 1913 to 1915.
During Wenderoth's tenure, legislative changes took place
that profoundly affected government architecture, particu-
larly small-scale projects. However, the designs of 1913
and 1914 differed little from Taylor's. Post offices de-
signed during Wenderoth's administration, through the use of
ornamentation, symmetry, and fine materials (using Renais-
sance Revival details), brought the idea of the Beaux-Arts
movement to small cities and towns. "They (small town post
offices) are generally the most important of local buildings,
and taken together, are seen daily by thousands, who have
little opportunity to feel the influence of the great arch-
itectural works in the large cities." |[The Architect, Vol.
XV, No. 23, March 1918, p. 188.]

The Omnibus Public Buildings Act of 1913 set the stage
for a change in federal construction policy. Although the
Act authorized a large number of construction projects, it
also stipulated that no new post office buildings would be
authorized for communities with postal receipts totaling less
than $10,000. Pressure to control "wasteful spending" on
unneeded public buildings also led to the establishment of
the Public Buildings Commission in the 1913 Act.

In his annual report for fiscal year 1913, the Super-
vising Architect seemed somewhat skeptical of the commis-
sion's ability to render assistance. He hoped, however,
that the commission would discuss thoroughly:

"... the two mooted questions of the so-called 'stand-
ardization of buildings' and the claim that the public
buildings erected under the direction of the Supervising
Architect cost appreciably more than similar buildings
erected by municipalities, by county and state govern-
ments, and by private individuals. The reports of the
debates in the House and Senate show that there is great
diversity of opinion among members of Congress on these
two subjects, and that they are matters of frequent dis-
cussion. It is believed that it is due this office that
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Congress be authoritatively informed of the limitations
of the scheme of 'standardization' and, also, whether
the Supervising Architect is actually to be charged with
fostering extravagant methods of building construction."
[Annual Report of the Supervising Architect of the
Treasury, for Fiscal Year Ending 30 June 1913", Wash-
ington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1914]

The Public Buildings Commission, chaired by Secretary of
the Treasury William McAdoo, presented its report to Congress
in 1914. The report strongly recommended that buildings be
standardized in order to reduce cost. The was followed by
the establishment of four building classes and building cri-
teria in McAdoo's annual report of 1915. The purpose of the
classification scheme was "to provide a rational system of
uniformity and business economy in designing and constructing
public buildings, so that buildings suitable to the public
needs may be built without waste of government money."
[Ibid., p. 9] The result of this report was the complete
reshaping of post office construction policies after 1915.
Buildings were to be less costly but durable, simple, and
architecturally desirable. The policies of standardizing
plans and constructing cost-efficient public buildings
continued throughout the 192@s. An effort was made to use
the same design as frequently as possible, with variation in
floor plans only if an unusual, specific need arose.

The classification scheme developed by the committee is
as follows:

= CLASS A:
Definition: Buildings that include a post office of
the first class with annual receipts of $800,000 or
over; the site forming part of a city development plan
or situated on an important thoroughfare of a great
city; improvement on an adjoining property reaching the
higher valuation of metropolitan real estate.

Character of Building: Marble or granite facing;
fireproof throughout; metal frames, sashes, and doors,
interior finish to include the finer grade of marble,
ornamental bronze work, mahogany, etc. Public spaces to
have monumental treatment, mural decorations; special
interior lighting fixtures.
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* CLASS B:
Definition: Buildings that include a post office of the
first class with receipts from $60,000 to $800,000;
valuation of adjoining property somewhat below the
higher valuation of metropolitan real estate.

Character of Building: Limestone or sandstone facing;
exterior frames and sash metal; interior frames, sash
and doors wood; interior finish to exclude the more
expensive woods and marbles; ornamental metal to be used
only where iron is suitable. Restricted ornament in
public spaces.

* CLASS C:
Definition: Buildings that include a post office of the
second class with receipts of $15,000 or over, and of
the first class to $60,000 receipts; valuation of
surrounding property that of a second class city.

Character of Building: Brick facing with stone or terra
cotta trimmings; fireproof floors; non-fireproof roof;
frames, sashes and doors wood; interior finish to
exclude the more expensive woods and marbles; the latter
used only where sanitary conditions demand; public
spaces restricted to very simple forms of ornament.

* CLASS D:
Definition: Buildings that include a post office having
annual receipts of less than $15,000; real estate values
justifying only a limited investment for improvements.

Character of Building: Brick facing, little stone or
terra cotta used; only first floor fireproof; stock sash
frames, doors, etc., where advisable; ordinary class of
building, such as any business man would consider a
reasonable investment in a small town.

James A, Wetmore resumed the reins of the Supervising
Architect in 1915 and retained the title of Acting Supervis-
ing Architect. Wetmore was a lawyer by training and was
concerned more with administration than the design of build-
ings. During his administration the Superintendent of the
Architectural Division, Louis A. Simon, exercised consider-
able influence on the design of federal buildings. After
1914, designs became standardized and ornament less lavish.
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Construction of public buildings had tapered off with
the onset of WWI and came to a halt during the war. After
the war ended, construction of previously authorized build-
ings resumed slowly. For example, 20 buildings were con-
structed in 1919, 10 in 1920, 3 each in 1921 and 1922, 9 in
1923, and 13 in 1924, No new construction laws were enacted
until the Public Buildings Act of 1926. This Act contrasted
with previous omnibus acts which had authorized appropria-
tions for specific buildings. Two public buildings commis-
sions--one for the District of Columbia and the other for the
rest of the country--recommended a new building program which
would base building location and size on a business approach
rather than Congressional logrolling. The 1926 Act ordered
the Treasury Department to implement a "business considera-
tions" policy in response to protests over unneeded projects
that were merely a means for a Congressman to win local
favor. The standardization of plans for small post offices
was also carried forward from the policies of the Public
Buildings Commission's report of 1914. A survey report com-
pleted under the direction of the 1926 Act identified over
2,300 towns and cities with postal receipts over $16,000 that
were without federal buildings. The estimated cost of con-
structing these buildings was $170,420,006. [Ibid., p. 13]

The policies of standardizing plans and constructing
cost-efficient buildings continued throughout the 1920s.
Post offices, particularly those in small communities, were
constructed in so far as possible according to plans estab-
lished in conformance with conditions and community needs.
Stylistically, the majority retained the basic elements of
Beaux-Arts massing and plan. Classical details were mini-
mized (to reduce costs) and floor plans did not vary unless
a specific need arose.

The crash of 1929 and the subsequent Depression delayed
the full implementation of the building program outlined in
the 1926 Act. 1In 1930, Congress authorized increased funding
for public building by amending the 1926 Act. This legisla-
tion established a trend in public works projects that arose
in direct response to the Depression. It served as a preced-
ent for subsequent policies and acts that would attempt to
reduce unemployment and stabilize the economy.

The Federal Employment Stabilization Act of 1931 was a
major step in the government's efforts to aid the national
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economy through building programs. The Act established the
Federal Employment Stabilization Board, which was charged
with advising the President as to the trend of the economic
and employment situation. [46 Stat 10686] The President
would then transmit to Congress "such supplemental estimates
as he deems advisable for emergency appropriations to be
expended during such period upon authorized construction in
order to aid in preventing unemployment and permit the
Government to avail itself of the opportunity for speedy,
efficient, and economical construction during any such
period." Emergency appropriations were to be used, among
other things, for carrying into effect the provision of the
Public Buildings Act of 1926. The Act also provided for
acceleration of emergency construction, advanced planning,
and increased appropriations by $100,000,000.

Design policies also continued to stress standardiza-
tion. A set of "Cabinet Sketches" was produced by the
Treasury Department which provided standard floor plans for
post offices of different sizes. Where practicable, individ-
ual treatment was given to exterior details. 1In order to
achieve rapid construction, emphasis was placed on minimizing
the number of individual drawings.

In 1933 the Treasury Department was reorganized and the
Supervising Architect's office was placed within the Procure-
ment Branch in the Division of Public Works. Also in 1933
the Public Works Administration (PWA) was created under the
National Industrial Recovery Act and additional legislation
was passed for funding new projects through emergency con-
struction programs. The funds appropriated under the 1926
Act became unavailable, except for those projects under con-
tract. 1In 1934 Louis A. Simon became the Supervising Arch-
itect, a position he held until 1941. He became responsible,
therefore, for carrying out the bulk of federal construction
through the balance of the Depression era.

The proliferation of federal building programs increased
the bureaucratic complexity of federal construction. The
Treasury Department's annual report of 1935, for example,
listed construction projects under the following programs:
the original Public Buildings Program under the 1926 Act;
Public Works Administration projects; the Emergency Relief
Construction Program; and the Building Program for the
District of Columbia under the 1926 Act. [Ibid., p. 17]
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The number of post offices constructed under these
programs grew rapidly. There was a push to provide post
offices in those communities that had been identified in the
survey report resulting from the 1926 Act, as well as in
towns that had not been included in the report or subsequent
amendments. As indicated below, the emphasis on economic
revival was reflected in the distribution expansion of the
building programs.

.+« [W]ith a view to relieving countrywide unemployment
the Secretary of the Treasury and Postmaster General, in
the selection of towns or cities in which buildings are
to be constructed, shall endeavor to distribute the
projects equitably throughout the country so far as may
be consistent with the needs of the public service; and
the Secretary of the Treasury and the Postmaster General
may also select for the prosecution under this appropri-
ation such projects not included in such report as in
their judgment are economically sound and advantageous
to the public service. [48 Stat 1062].

Emphasis on standardization and the allocation of econ-
omic benefits of federal construction programs to the various
producing industries was indicated in the Annual Report of
the Secretary of the Treasury (Fiscal Year ended 30 June
1935). An advisory committee on engineering was formed and
was charged with the task of developing a Manual of Design to
serve as a guide in the development of plans and specifica-
tions for new structures. A directive board was established
to study the requirements of each project in its preliminary
stage, taking into consideration the best utilization of the
site selected, the general character of the design in its
broad sense, the selection of the most appropriate materials
for the construction and finish, the availability of local
materials, the relationship of the proposed building to its
surroundings, and the development of an equitable balance in
the use of materials that would spread the benefits of the
public building program as much as possible among all the
producing industries.

The Annual Report of the Secretary of the Treasury for
1937 reported that standardization had been successful in
achieving its goals of efficiency and stimulating employment.
It is also interesting to note the reference to 1l standard
designs to meet the sectional architectural traditions.
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A large portion of the program consisted of small post
office buildings spread over the entire United States.
Type designs were developed and, in order to meet the
varying requirements of the Post Office Department and
the sectional architectural traditions, eleven designs
were required. By thus standardizing the designs, there
resulted a great saving in time and cost of production
of the drawings and specifications and the placing of
these projects on the market was greatly expedited.
The buildings which have been constructed from these
type designs have proved economical and satisfactory.

The policy of preparing drawings and specifications
permitting to the greatest practicable extent the use of
materials and products native to the localities has
resulted in stimulating employment and spreading the
benefits of the building program.

In 1935, 185 post offices were constructed by the feder-
al government. This number was followed by 260 in 1936, 363
in 1937, and 259 in 1938.

Under Government Reorganization in 1939, the Public
Buildings Branch of the Procurement Division was placed under
the administration of the Federal Works Agency. The Super-—
vising Architect was also consolidated under the FWA. The
Public Buildings Administration, headed by a commissioner of
public buildings, was charged with the responsibility of
administering these functions. It appears that the post
office construction policies remained substantially the same
as under the previous organization.

The architectural styles of the Depression Era, particu-
larly after 1933, tended toward modernized, simplified build-
ings. The buildings retained the symmetry and proportions of
their predecessors but were stripped of the architectural
ornamentation that characterized the pre-1920 buildings and
even those of the first three years of the 193@'s. The
design was a basic rectangular box with flat facade; and
detailing suggested Classical elements, but in rudimentary
form. In addition to the various Revival influences, Art
Deco was used but even this motif worked with stylized
Classical elements. However, these buildings were still of
quality construction, using brick, stone, and terra cotta,
and they continued to symbolize the stability of the federal
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government.

The quest for efficiency of plan preparation and rapid
construction, and the influence of the international or
modern design movement created a building that is termed
"starved classical®™. The end of the Depression Era also
brought the end to this building type. Construction essen-
tially stopped during World War II and the post offices which
followed were designed to meet the changing operational
functions of modern postal facilities.

FEDERAL ARTS PROJECTS

Like the accelerated post office construction of the
Depression Era, the New Deal Federal Art Projects were devel-
oped to alleviate unemployment in the arts and to decorate
federal architecture. Three programs were administered
through the Treasury Department and one through the Works
Progress Administration. [The New Deal Art Projects: An
Anthology of Memoirs, O'Connor, 1972, p. 12]. These pro-
grams were as follows:

Treasury Department Programs

1. The Public Works of Art Project (PWAP), which lasted
from December of 1933 to June of 1934. This was an
emergency relief program applied without a strict
relief test. It employed roughly 3,708 artists and
cost $1,313,000.

2. The Section of Painting and Sculpture, later the
Section of Fine Arts. This was the program primar-
ily responsible for murals and sculpture found in
post office buildings throughout the country. Com-
missions were awarded based on anonymous competi-
tions without reference to the artists' economic
need, i.e., it was not, strictly speaking, a relief
program. The program began in October of 1934, the
final commission was completed in 1943. There were
1,400 contracts awarded at a total cost of about
$2,571,000.

3. Treasury Relief Art Project (TRAP) was created in
July of 1935 by a funding allocation from the WPA to
the Treasury Department. TRAP was administered by
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the Section of Fine Arts, applying the same relief
rules that governed WPA employment. The project
employed 446 persons at a cost of $833,784; it was
discontinued in 1939. The project's primary output
was painting and sculpture used to decorate federal
buildings.

Work Progress Administration

4., Federal Art Project (WPA/FAP) was a large relief
project devoted to the plastic arts. The WPA/FAP
was part of a larger program called Federal Project
No. 1, which included the WPA drama, music, and
writing projects. The over-all project began in
August of 1935, employed over 4,000 persons, cost
$35 million, and was terminated in 1943.

In decorating its new public buildings, the Treasury
Department supported the arts in the manner of the tradi-
tional patron. The Department selected both artists and sub-
ject matter in the process of conveying the ideals of the New
Deal to the public users of its facilities. 1In accomplishing
that task, the Section of Fine Arts made it clear what was
considered as appropriate style and subject matter for its
programs. Literal interpretation of the American scene,
particularly events that were representative of the communi-
ties in which they occurred, was the essence of that appro-
priate style. Though some artists felt that this standard
was repressive, many critics praised the Section for bringing
art out of studios and museums into public buildings, some in
towns where people had never seen original works of art.

The themes portrayed in the local buildings expressed
the experiences, history, and ideals of the local communi-
ties, so their artistic significance varied with the local
context. The style was conservative and realistic, one that
was identifiable and did not require an art critic's inter-
pretation to be appreciated by the local populace; it was a
style that could be related to. The mural art and the public
buildings in which it was located provided the link between
the federal government in its New Deal programs, and the
local citizen.
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FEDERAL POST OFFICE CONSTRUCTION IN HAWAII

Hawaii is unique in the United States for having the
first and only government post office constructed under a
kingdom. Constructed during the reign of Kamehameha V, the
building was first appropriated by the Hawaiian legislature
in 1868 and occupied on March 21, 1871. 1Indeed, the tin box
laid behind the cornerstone on March 2, 1871 contained, among
other things, a photo of His Majesty. The two-story Clas-
sical building with its delicately-proportioned Tuscan
portico was the first building in Hawaii to be constructed
entirely of concrete. The use of this material was lauded
by the Hawaiian Gazette which pointed out, in an article
of May 8, 1872, other fine buildings which followed the
precedent set by the Post Office.

In the census of 1900, the year the territory was of-
ficially established, Hawaii had a population of 154,001, of
which 74.5% lived in rural areas. (Note: at this time only
Honolulu had an established statistical boundary. Hilo's
boundary was set in 1911, for the 1919 census tabulation, and
the boundaries of other urban places were not set until the
1930 census.) The city of Honolulu, Hawaii's largest city,
had a population of 39,306. Hilo District (north and south),
on the island of Hawaii, had a population of 19,785 and
contained the territory's second largest city. The dis~-
tricts of Wailuku on Maui and Waimea on Kauai were the
largest population centers in their counties.

The demands for postal service in Hawaii were growing.
The Honolulu Post Office was overcrowded and the conditions
in Hilo were worse. 1In early 1908, the Council of State
passed Bill No. 4 which provided $15,000 for improvements in
the Honolulu Post Office and $22,000 for a new post office
and custom house in Hilo. Although the Honolulu Post Office
came under the administration of the U.S. Post Office
Department on June 14, 1900, it was not until May 1963 that
it was formally transferred to the U.S. Government. For this
reason the funding was appropriated locally rather than by
the federal government. An article of July 2, 1900 in the
P.C. Advertiser, captioned "Hilo's Post Office," highlighted
the urgent necessity for a new building. The article
lamented that Inspector A. C. Hall of the Postoffice Depart-
ment, while visiting both areas, saw the immediate necessity
of granting the funds for the Honolulu expansion. Even
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though Hall felt the situation in Hilo to be even worse than
in Honolulu, he doubted that the $22,000 for Hilo would be
available. In hometown journalistic fashion the article
questioned Hall's statements:

In that the people of Hilo will take issue, and justly.
Why one item in an appropriation will hold good and not
another should be made known by the Government and as
that appropriation of the Hilo postoffice was to con-
tinue until December 31, 1901, the reason for its
unavailability can hardly be given. The Government owns
the lot adjoining the present postoffice and it owns the
land for several blocks above, so that there is no
really great obstacle in the way.... It may be that the
business men, by petitioning the Government, can secure
action at once. The Herald is of opinion that nothing
can be had without the asking and now is the time to
speak. -- Hawaii Herald."

In any case the two—-story addition to the Honolulu Post
Office was completed later in the year at a cost of $13,000,
(The original building had cost $28,362.94.) The citizens of
Hilo would wait through various governmental acts and seven-
teen more years before their federal building opened its
doors. The first act undertaken to provide for a Hilo fed-
eral building was an act of June 19, 1986 which set aside for
governmental purposes certain ground for a public building.
It also provided that the superintendent of public works of
the Territory of Hawaii sell or dispose of whatever buildings
were on that site. [32 Stat. 302]

The first appropriation for a federally-constructed post
office in Hawaii was made in the Omnibus Public Buildings Act
of June 30, 1906. The limited size of the King Kamehameha V
Post Office and the need for federal offices--housed in the
overcrowded Iolani Palace--led to the efforts by Sanford B.
Dole and subsequent Territorial governors to obtain a new
federal building. The initial appropriation of $150,000
was, however, for only a site. [34 Stat. 782] The Public
Buildings Omnibus Act of May 30, 1908 provided the next of
several authorizations and appropriations that would be
granted before the building was completed. An amount of
$100,000 was authorized for the purpose of beginning the
construction of a suitable and commodious fireproof building
for a post office, customs house and court house provided
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that the cost limit, exclusive of the site, not exceed
$850,000. |[35 Stat. 541] In a separate act, a deficiency
appropriation of $30,000 was granted to the Office of Super-
vising Architect for the project. [35 Stat. 490] The Sundry
Civil Expenses Act of March 4, 1909 appropriated another
$150,000 for continuation of the project. [35 Stat. 951]

After a decade in Territorial status the population of
Hawaii had increased to 191,874. Honolulu's population
climbed to 52,183 and Hilo, for the first time defined with
city boundaries, had a population of 6,745. The districts of
Wailuku on Maui and Waimea on Kauai continued to lead their
counties with populations of 11,742 and 8,195, respectively.
In addition to the federal activities involving the proposed
federal buildings at Honolulu and Hilo, the military develop-
ment of Honolulu was also underway. In 1908, under several
separate appropriations, funds were authorized for a naval
station at Pearl Harbor ($2,000,000) [35 Stat. 141], a coast-
al artillery battery at Waikiki ($50,000), and a calvary post
in Honolulu ($200,000). [35 Stat. 1004]

Progress, albeit slow, was also being made in the effort
to get a Hilo federal building. 1In December 1908, the Hilo
Board of Trade made a request to the United States Congress
in the amount of $150,000 for a federal building. An act of
June 25, 1910 authorized $25,000 "for the purpose of begin-
ning the construction of a suitable and commodious fireproof
building for the accommodation of the United States post-
office, United States custom-house, United States courts, and
other governmental offices"™ at a cost not to exceed $200,000.
The same act specified the division of the public land in
Hilo: a portion would be used for the federal building and a
portion would be restored as a public land of Hawaii. It
further specified that, at no cost to the government, a new
street would be constructed and the outstanding lease on the
federal portion would be cancelled. The next section of that
act authorized the acquisition of additional land to enlarge
the site of the proposed federal building in Honolulu. The
cost would not exceed $350,0008. [35 Stat. 696]

An act of March 4, 1911, under Sundry Civil Appropri-
ations, provided for the commencement of the building in Hilo
with an appropriation of $100,000. It also provided that a
private architect be selected to design the building. The
Honolulu building was also appropriated $150,000 for continu-
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ation under the present limit. [Both 36 Stat. 1373]

The Sundry Civil Appropriation Act of August 24, 1912
added another $25,000 to the Hilo kitty. The following
year's Public Buildings Omnibus Act of March 4th increased
the spending limit on the site for the Honolulu building by
$100,000: $325,000 was now available for the site. [37 Stat.
866] On October 22, 1913, a $100,000 Urgent Deficiency Ap-
propriation was granted Honolulu for site acquisition. [38
Stat. 210] Now $580,000 was funded for Honolulu, yet the
reality of a building under construction was still far away.

Hilo's building was also plodding along in a piecemeal
fashion. The boosters of Hilo's building, however, could at
least take comfort that, in contrast to Honolulu, a site was
in hand and plans were drafted. The Sundry Civil Expense
Appropriations of August 3, 1914 added $25,000 for continu-
ation and of March 3, 1915 added $50,000 for completion. By
that time the building was under construction. In March of
1916 the cornerstone was laid (apparently a cornerstone had
been laid in the previous year by The Honorable Joseph G.
Cannon, but that was not the real one). Scheduled for com-
pletion in late 1916, a series of delays postponed the open-
ing of the building until March 1917. After seventeen years
of waiting the citizens of Hilo could take pride in not only
their magnificent new building, but also in the fact that
they had beaten Honolulu in obtaining their new federal
building. As reported in an April 2, 1917 article in the

Pacific Commercial Advertiser:

At three o'clock last Friday afternoon the Hilo
postoffice moved from its dilapidated, moss-covered
shack at the foot of Waianuenue Street to its beautiful
concrete and marble building on the federal site. The
transfer from a hovel to a palace was the work of a few
minutes.

Although every precaution had been taken to advertise
in four languages that the old office was closed, a
considerable amount of mail matter found its way into
the deposit slits of the former building. Habit is too
strong for some people, and during most of Saturday
morning box holders were seen opening the old boxes at
the foot of Waianuenue Street.
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Designed by Henry Davis Whitfield of New York, the three-
story building of reinforced concrete is Neo-Classical in
form. The open, colonnaded portico and Mission tile roof
lend a Mediterranean flavor to the design.

In Honolulu, as construction began on the Hilo Federal
Building, legislation was enacted by the Senate and House to
sell the site that had been intended for the federal build-
ing. The act of March 3, 1915 provided that, in lieu of en-
larging the site heretofore acquired, the site be sold for
not less than $165,000 and a new site be purchased. [38 Stat.
892] As the Hilo building was readied for opening, the site
for the Honolulu building was finally purchased on January
15, 1917 for $200,000. In 1918, the New York architectural
firm York and Sawyer completed the plans for the building.
The Sundry Civil Expense Appropriations bill of July 19, 1919
provided the final $849,000 grant for the building. Finally,
the May 1, 1922 issue of the Honolulu Advertiser announced
the opening of the new building: "Honolulu's new postoffice
premises in the recently completed federal building, facing
on Palace Square, were christened Saturday night with a
watermelon luau. The first course was watermelon, second
course watermelon, on so on to the tenth." After more than
a half century of operating in the "king's post office," the
post office was housed in its "palatial new stand." Three
stories in height and of reinforced concrete, the building
is designed in the Spanish Colonial mode.

Both the Hilo and Honolulu federal buildings exemplify
the ponderous and often lengthy process of piecemeal approp-
riations. Add to that the problems of obtaining the site and
the intervention of World War I, as in the case of Honolulu,
and two decades passed before the building was completed.

In the 1920s the federal government continued to evaluate its
process of meeting the demands for public buildings. This
culminated in the Public Buildings Act of May 25, 1926 (also
known as the Keyes—-Elliot Act). This act expanded the scope
of and consolidated the funding of post office construction.
It set the groundwork for the massive federal building pro-
grams of the 1930s. Between 1931 and 1939, 1,584 post
offices were constructed across the nation -- three times

as many as had been constructed in the previous fifty years.

In response to the duties imposed by the 1926 Act, the
House of Representatives issued House Document 710 (February
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14, 1927) to identify potential projects under the $100,000,-
PP@ allocation provided by the Act. The report recommended
278 projects, including 118 new buildings in towns which had
not previously received federal buildings. 1In addition, the
committee estimated a need for 2,311 public buildings across
the nation and recommended another $100,000,000 to expand the
program. The report, however, only listed one project for
Hawaii -- a custom house in Honolulu at an estimated cost

of $500,000.

This was followed, in the Second Deficiency Appropri-
ation Act of May 29, 1928, by an appropriation of $100,000
under a limit of $400,000. House Document 613 (February 26,
1929), under projects proposed in the $200,000,000 authori-
zation, again listed the Honolulu custom house under a limit
of $400,000. In addition, $400,000 was authorized for a new
immigration station in Honolulu. This document did not pro-
vide for any new post offices in Hawaii but did increase the
number of buildings to be constructed under the nationwide
program to 571.

By the time the next House Document was issued on Feb-
ruary 27, 1931, the Honolulu Federal Building had been ex-
panded and remodeled. House Document 788, however, continued
to list a $400,000 authorization for the Honolulu Post
Office. This had apparently been coupled with the previous
authorization for a custom house in Honolulu in the expansion
of the Federal Building. In addition, the program which had
been expanded in the Document to $415,000,000 plus $89,000,-
@0@ from the sale of existing buildings, listed a $350,000
quarantine station and $415,000 immigration station for
Honolulu. Nationwide, 1,624 projects, including 1,085
buildings in places which had not previously received a
federal building, were identified.

It was not until House Report 1879, issued on June 2,
1934, that any other Hawaiian city received hope that it
would receive a federal building. Although Senator Charles
A. Rice had been attempting to place Lihue on the list of
favored communities since 1927 he had little luck. Now, at
least, Lihue was included on the list of buildings for which
funds had not yet been allocated but were pending. Both
Lihue and Wailuku were included for sites and buildings at
estimated costs of $96,000. The proposed Honolulu quarantine
station was listed as a remaining project for which funds had
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not been allotted.

Although Uncle Sam had been liberal in doling out funds
for the military in Hawaii, he had held the purse strings
tight for federal post offices, except in Honolulu. Honolulu
received the addition to its federal building in 1930, in
which over a million and a half dollars was now invested, but
Hilo's building, which was termed a palace when it opened in
1917, was overcrowded and deteriorating. Further, no other
Hawaiian community, not even the county governmental centers
of Kauai (Lihue) and Maui (Wailuku), had received federal
recognition, According to the 1930 census, Hilo's population
had doubled since the completion of its federal building to
19,468. Honolulu reached a population of 137,582. Wailuku
was Hawaii's third largest city with 6,998 residents.
(Actually, Schofield Barracks on Oahu had 11,694 military
personnel and dependents which would have made it Hawaii's
third largest community.) Lihue trailed Lahaina, Wahiawa and
Kapaa with 2,399 residents. Towns on the mainland of equiva-
lent or smaller populations, particularly those that were
seats of county government, had already received federally-
constructed post offices

With hundreds of millions of dollars allocated to main-
land projects, it was time that some of Hawaii's overcrowded
post offices be replaced. The Maui News of February 9, 1929
reported that large increases in postal business had outgrown
the Wailuku Post Office quarters that had been built in the
Bank of Maui in 1919. Inspector W. H. Switzer had been
instructed by Washington officials to advertise for suitable
quarters which could be leased by the post office. 1In an
August 1, 1931 article the Maui News reported that local
postal receipts had increased by 80% in the past ten years,
indicating prosperity for both the post office and city.

At least the Wailuku Post Office had a relatively new
building in which to operate. The post office at Schofield
Barracks, Uncle Sam's largest army post, was a "ramshackle
shack." According to an article in the Honolulu Star-—
Bulletin of November 26, 1935, Schofield Barracks "...has the
nation's worst postoffice.”

The "building" has a long history. First of all a
section of it was used as a barrack building for the
first soldiers. When it became too rickety and leaky



NP8 Form 10-800-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number 8 Page 32 Lihue MPO

for them, it was converted into a shoe repair shops in
old Leilehua now known as the upper post.

In 1919 it was inspected by army maintenance experts
and condemned. But there was plenty of life in the old
building yet. The postoffice department saw possibili-
ties, removed it to Castner, now the Lower Post, and
gave it a coat of paint, hoisted a business sign, "U.S.
Postoffice, Schofield Barracks."

It was July 1936 when Delegate Sam King gave notice to
Lihue residents that federal funds from a recent deficiency
appropriations bill would be available for the long-sought
federal post office. Two months later, King sent another
wire that $38,000 would be available under a Public Works
Administration grant for a new federal courthouse in Lihue.
In October, a site for the new post office had been selected
and was being surveyed. In June 1937 a sketch of the pro-
posed new post office was featured on the front page of the
Garden Island. Instead of evoking community pride, the pro-
posed building fomented community activism. By September
l4th, as reported, the plans for the "cracker box" building
had been withdrawn.

Meanwhile in Wailuku, the September 15, 1937 issue of
the Maui News announced with headlines "Postal Officials
Visit Island." Although the party, which included F. M.
Williams, postoffice department engineer from Washington,
denied that it was seeking a site for a new Wailuku post
office, there was strong speculation that this was the
purpose of the trip. In August, the House appropriations
committee had approved the $78,502,875 3rd deficiency bill
which included a post office for Wailuku: it was expected
that a site would soon be selected.

While the communities of Lihue and Wailuku were in the
throes of getting their first federal buildings, the overdue
expansion and rehabilitation of the Hilo Federal Building was
underway. The one-quarter million dollar project added two
three-story wings to the front of the building, forming a
"U"-shaped peristyle. Designed in 1936 within the Office of
Supervising Architect, the addition was completed by 1938.

On May 11, 1938 the Maui News reported that Delegate Sam
King had conferred with WPA officials regarding the list of
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eligible Hawaiian projects in the public building program
reported to the House in the recovery bill. King had asked
the WPA to finance a post office at Wailuku at a cost of
$130,000. It would be the first building in the Territory to
be so financed. He also mentioned that two other post office
projects were approved, an $85,000 post office at Kahului and
an $80,000 remodel of the Honolulu Federal Building. He
further stated that Hawaii was assured over $1,000,000 in WPA
funds as soon as his legislation was approved. Finally, he
requested that the House Naval Affairs Committee approve
public works authorizations providing for approximately $10,-
000,000 for projects in Hawaii. A Headline of May 15th,
"Post Office Site Action Seen," introduced the news that
Wailuku's new federal building was expected to be authorized
by congress during the present session if the people of Maui
could get together on a site that would meet with federal
requirements with regard to cost. The local Chamber of
Commerce would work on the matter. The June 8th headline,
"Two Post Office Sites Picked," indicated that progress was
being made. The committees representing the County of Maui
and the Maui Chamber of Commerce had come to agreement on a
primary and alternative site for their new federal building.
In September, however, the process came to a halt when it was
reported that "Choice Delayed in Site of New Wailuku P.O."

(Honolulu Advertiser, September 8, 1938)

House Document 177, issued on February 2, 1939, listed
the emergency construction projects that were either in pro-
cess or being proposed. Seven projects were slated for
Hawaii. Under authorized projects were the following: Hilo
Federal Building expansion and remodel - $252,000; Hilo U.S.
customs warehouse - $40,000; Honolulu quarantine station -
$182,500; Schofield Barracks Station (post office) - $80,000;
Lihue Post Office - $95,000; and Wailuku Post Office - $130,-
@@0@. Projects that were not yet authorized with the proposed
cost limits included the Honolulu Post Office remodel -
$80,000 and Kahului Post Office - $85,000.

When contractor E.E. Black began work on the Lihue Post
Office, the efforts of local civic leaders had already been
successful: a building in keeping with the character of Lihue
and the Hawaiian climate would be built. On May 9, 1939 the
Garden Island reported that a large crowd witnessed the
dedication of their new building. The same issue
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included an editorial stating that the twelve year effort to
achieve the building had been worthwhile. It also recounted
the efforts and gave praise to local residents: "To the
credit of Kauai it refused to accept the monstrosity offered,
and made a stern protest to Washington."”

The "rickety shack" that served as post office for Scho-
field Barracks was finally replaced. The February 19, 1940
issue of The Honolulu Advertiser reported that the modern
structure would be dedicated on February 21st. The $70,000
building included "... all the most recent developments in
postoffice building construction and replaces a ramshackled
wooden building which has been in use for 21 years even
though it was classed as a "temporary" building throughout
its use." The building, of reinforced concrete with a
mission tile roof, almost duplicated the building that had
been recently completed in Lihue.

Several months later, the prospects for Wailuku's new
federal building also appeared to brighten, when on June 1l9th
The Honolulu Advertiser reported that two adjoining parcels
on High and Wells street had been condemned for the post
office. The site was finally purchased in 1941, but before
work could begin an event at Pearl Harbor superceded all
thought of a federal post office on Maui. (Incidentally, it
was not until July of 1956 that the Senate approved $757,000
for a new post office in Wailuki. The old post office on
Main, that was overcrowded in 1929, lasted a few more years--
until 1961 when the new building was finally occupied.)

In summary, Hawaii received only four federally-con-
structed post offices/federal buildings between 1960 and
World War II. These include Hilo in 1917, Honolulu in 1922,
Lihue in 1939 and Schofield Barracks in 1940. All of the
buildings made use of reinforced concrete, a material that
was used only sparingly in the West. It is also significant
that Hawaii's first government-constructed post office was
constructed of concrete block and poured concrete with steel
reinforcing bars in 1871.
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National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) Nomination Amendment

This March 2017 update has been prepared by the United States Postal Service (USPS), based on
the site visit of December 2016.

The Lihue Main Post Office was originally listed on the NRHP in 1989. The building was constructed in 1939.
The nomination found it significant as representative of the Federal Government’s acknowledgement of Lihue’s
regional importance and an important symbol of the ties between the government and local residents (living in
what was then a U.S. territory). It was also considered significant because Lihue residents successfully lobbied
the Federal Government to alter the original standardized post office design to one they felt was better suited to
Hawaii’s climate and regional building traditions. Moreover, it is one of only two post offices constructed by the
Federal Government in what was then the Territory of Hawaii during the Great Depression, and was the first
federally constructed post office in Lihue and the island of Kauai. The nomination states that it was a well-
preserved example of a small, single-purpose post office in the Mission-Revival architectural style. Two art
works by a notable regional artist were in the post office lobby at the time of the nomination. For these reasons,
the building was determined to be significant at local and state levels under Criteria A and C when originally
listed in 1989.

The building was altered in the late 1970s (prior to the nomination in 1989) with enclosure of the
original lanai openings of the west and north facades and an addition at the rear. The nomination
determined that neither of these alterations had diminished the integrity of the building. Two carved
wood sculptures in low relief in the Post Office lobby have been removed (documented as significant
features on the 1989 NRHP nomination form, although installation dates of these are unknown).

Interior Description of Interior of Post Office

The 1989 NRHP nomination includes only a brief description of the interior layout of the post office, so a
more developed description of the interior is included in this update. The interior of the public areas of the
post office is L-shaped. Its main entrance is at its north elevation (the short wing of the “L”). The
Postmaster’s office is at the east wall and features a door adorned with a decorative grille of painted,
turned, wood spindles in keeping with the original architectural style. A bank of 10 retail windows is at the
south wall, and a hallway (the longer wing of the “L”) leads to three alcoves of post office boxes and
terminates at the loading dock at the west.

The original main lobby and retail area is in keeping with the Mission-Revival style. The lobby has terra cotta
tile flooring, large exposed beams, and hanging lanterns with bronze trim (also in the post office box lobby). A
ribbon of long, narrow windows with recessed lintels is high along walls of the north wall and east walls that
separate the interior workroom from the lobby. Two of the 10 retail windows have been converted to mail
slots. All 10 retail windows retain their original wood frames and decorative, painted, turned, wood spindles.
These decorative wood spindles are shorter versions of those on the Postmaster’s office door.
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Exterior Alterations Since 1989

A site visit on December 20, 2016, confirmed that the property has undergone few exterior alterations since the
building was listed. USPS maintenance records indicate that broken roof tiles have been replaced in-kind to match
the original tiles. In 2014, gates were added to the outside staircases that lead to the basement. None of these
alterations compromise the historic character of the property.

Interior Alterations Since 1989

The 1989 NRHP nomination form did not include interior features. Interior alterations to the building have
occurred since 1989—notably, addition of a glass and anodized aluminum vestibule at the lobby entrance.
Other interior alterations and repairs include completion of a large project in 1994, during which employee
restrooms were remodeled, workroom light fixtures were changed, and post office boxes in the lobby were
replaced. Two carved wood sculptures in low relief are no longer displayed in the Post Office; these had
been over the Postmaster’s office door and in the box lobby, and were included in the NRHP nomination.

Summary of 1989 Nomination’s Historic Character Defining Features

The 1989 nomination discusses the historic character of the Post Office, specifying details of the
building that render it eligible for listing on the NHRP.

The nomination’s significance statement explains that the Lihue Main Post Office was considered
“a well-preserved example of a small, single-purpose post office” in the Mission-Revival style. Per
the Supplementary Listing Record (SLR), signed by the Keeper of the National Register as part of
the nomination on November 28, 1989, its period of significance is its date of construction, 1939.
It was determined to retain sufficient integrity to merit listing on the NRHP, although it had been
altered in the 1970s with a rear addition and enclosure of the open bays with windows. According
to the nomination, the building’s significance “symbolizes the recognition of Lihue by the Federal
Government as the link between the local citizens and far off Washington” (its original design was
changed by the Federal Government to the current style because of pressure from the local
community). It is Kauai’s first and only federally-constructed post office. The nomination further
states that the building was the only post office in Hawaii to contain two art works by a notable
regional artist. The building was listed on the NRHP at both local and state levels.



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

L.ihue.Main.Post Office
Name of Property
Lihue Hawaii

National Register of Historic Places County and State

Continuation Sheet

N/A
Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Additional Documentation Page 3

Historic character defining features of the exterior specified in the 1989 nomination as contributing
to the significance of the Property remain definitive:

Exterior

Plan and Common Characteristics of Each Elevation

Single story

Reinforced concrete construction

Mission Revival style of architecture (also referred to in nomination as “Mediterranean-style,”
“tropical style,” and “Spanish-Mission style”)*

Modified rectangular plan, central section flanked by two stepped wings

Lower section of building that projects 4 feet beyond flanking wings

Main section of building recessed 13 feet behind flanking wings

Shed roof over three central bays

Shed roofs over flanking wings

Gabled roof that projects slightly over the narrow, molded cornice and covers the central section
Four equally spaced horizontal vents with bronze louvers set in the upper wall of all elevations
Red mission roof tiles

Copper gutters and downspouts

Exposed concrete rafter tails with shaped ends under shed roofs

Monkey pod tree at northwest corner of building?

Main Elevation (North)

Symmetrically arranged front facade

Three sections: a central primary volume with three equally-sized windows, flanked by two stepped
wings

Imlp?ied concrete lintels that span the main volume windows between flat capitals which top the
columns

Square concrete columns with beveled corners dividing bays _

Concrete cheek blocks with round ends that flank the stop and landing at the corners of the central
section

Two octagonal bronze lanterns aligned above cheek blocks at main facade

Centered, circular gable opening with bronze louvers

End wings, identical to each other in size and configuration

Single window bay at both end wings, each with a single window bay

Two-section, bronze-sash casement window with five horizontal lights in each section and a slightly
recessed concrete lintel set above sash (east wing)

Water table

West Elevation

Six original openings on west elevation
Centered open, unframed entry bay with slightly recessed lintel
Aluminum-sash sliders in four originally open bays flanking entry

! Tetra Tech’s historians consider the post office to be more appropriately characterized as Spanish Revival or Spanish Colonial Revival instead of the nomination’s
description of the building as Mission Revival style of architecture.

2 The original nomination did not include this tree; however, the Hawaii Historic Preservation Division communicated to the USPS in 2011 that the tree
was considered part of the historic property.
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e Bronze railings at lower portion of three bays

e Casement window set within a niche identical in size to other bays at rear of this elevation; a
bronze-sash with three lights in each section
Flat concrete wall
Shed roof that inclines to the raised central section of the building

e Two-section, bronze-sash casement window with five horizontal lights in each section at south end
of original elevation (smaller than large bays to the north and identical to original windows on
other elevations)
Water table

Concrete cheek blocks with round ends that flank the step and landing

East Elevation

e Six equally spaced windows—all two-section, bronze casement sashes with five horizontal lights in
each section

One window of single section with four horizontal lights

Concrete sills

Recessed concrete panel beneath windows

Water table

South Elevation

¢ Side wings stepped down from the central section; east side slightly lower than the west
e Copper parapet caps at the top of the west side and central section
e Flat roofs over all three sections

Interior

The 1989 NRHP nomination does not specify significant interior architectural features that contributed to
the property’s significance, other than the carved wood low relief artworks, which have been removed.
This evaluation determined that the portions of the lobby retain historic architectural integrity, contribute
to the building’s significance, and is defined by significant historic character defining features include:

Original cast bronze drop lights and wood-beamed ceiling
Terra cotta floor tiles (dark red) in retail lobby area
Decorative wood posts at retail windows

Decorative Postmaster’s Office door

Amendment Findings

The Lihue Main Post Office has not been significantly altered since originally listed on the National Register
of Historic Places in 1989. Exterior alterations to the building occurred in the late 1970s, including enclosure
of some bays at the north and east elevations, and construction of a rear addition. The nomination determined
that these alterations had not diminished the integrity of the property.

Exterior alterations since 1989 included in-kind replacement of broken or damaged original roof tiles. Interior
alterations included closure of one of the retail windows in the lobby for use as mail slots; however, the original
wood frame and decorative wood posts are still in place. A modern, aluminum-frame, glass vestibule has been
installed at the main entryway. The artworks documented on the 1989 nomination form have been
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removed. As such, art is no longer considered an Area of Significance for this building. All other interior
alterations have been completed in non-public areas, such as the workroom and employee restrooms. The
Lihue Main Post Office retains the same level of integrity and ability to convey its historic significance as it
did when listed on the NRHP in 1989.
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Photograph #1
North (main) and west elevations (camera facing southeast).

Photograph #2
West elevation (camera facing southeast).

Photograph #3
West elevation (camera facing southeast)

Photograph #4
East elevation (camera facing southwest).

Photograph #5
Rear (south) elevation, northeast.

Photograph #6
Interior lobby (camera facing northeast).
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Photograph #7
Interior lobby, retail windows (camera facing northeast).

Photograph #8
Interior post office box lobby at west elevation (camera facing southeast).

Photograph #9
Postmaster’s Office Door, east elevation (camera facing east).
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Photograph #1. North (main) and west elevations (camera facing southeast).



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Additional Documentation Page 9

OMB No. 1024-0018

Lihue.Main.Post Office

Name of Property
Lihue Hawaii

County and State
N/A

Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Photograph #2. West elevation (camera facing southeast).
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Photograph #3. West elevation (camera facing southeast).
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Photograph #4. East elevation (camera facing southwest).
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Photograph #5. Rear (south) elevation, northeast.
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Photograph #6. Interior lobby (camera facing northeast).
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Photograph #7. Interior lobby, retail windows (camera facing northeast).
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Photograph #8. Interior post office box lobby at west elevation (camera facing southeast).
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Photograph #9. Postmaster’s Office Door, east elevation (camera facing east).
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National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY US Post Office-~Lihue

NAME:

MULTIPLE

NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: HAWAII, Kauai

DATE RECEIVED: 10/16/89 DATE
DATE OF 16TH DAY: NOV 1 6 1989 DATE
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89002011

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE:
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD:
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: Y SLR DRAFT:
COMMENT WAIVER: N

ACCEPT  “LZRETURN

OF
OF

N
b4

Y

PENDING LIsT: 0CT 81 1969
45TH DAY: 11/30/89

LESS THAN 50 YEARS:
PROGRAM UNAPPROVED:
NATIONAL:

Z2zZ

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

____REJECT /// ZZJ’/f DATE

DOCUMENTATION see attacHed comments Y/N see attached SIR Y/N



CLASSIFICATION

count resource type

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

FUNCTION

historic current

DESCRIPTION

architectural classification
materials
descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE
Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below
Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

____summary paragraph

___completeness

____clarity

___applicable criteria

____Jjustification of areas checked
____relating significance to the resource
___context

___relationship of integrity to significance
____Jjustification of exception

____other

BIBLIOGRAPHY

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

acreage verbal boundary description
UTMs boundary justification

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation

OTHER COMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Phone
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MAILING ADDRESS:
4444 RICE STREET, SUITE 230
LIHUE, KAUAL HAWAIl 96766

JOANN A. YUKIMURA
MAYOR

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

4396 RICE STREET
LIHUE, KAUAI, HAWAIl 96766
TELEPHONE NO. (808) 245-3385

March 1, 1989

Mr. Steven S. Stielstra
Principal, Environmental and
Cultural Resource Management
United States Postal Service
Facilities Service Center
San Bruno, CA 94099-0330

Dear Mr. Stielstra:

I am pleased to return a signed copy of your letter of
February 21 announcing the Postal Service proposal to
nominate the Main Post Office in Lihue to the National
Register of Historic Places.

Sincerely,

©Ann A. Yukimura
Mayor, County of Kauai
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Facilities Service Center
San Bruno, CA 94099-0330

February 21, 1989

The Honorable JoAnn A. Yukimura
City of Lihue

4444 Rice Street

Lihue, HI 96766

Dear Mayor Yukimura:

The U.S. Postal Service, in conjunction with the State Historic
Preservation Officer of the Hawaii State Historical Society, have
evaluated the Main Post Office in Lihue and have determined it to be
historically significant.

As a result of this evaluation, the Postal Service proposes to nominate
this building to the National Register of Historic Places. Prior to
taking formal action, we would appreciate receiving your concurrence to
the nomination of the Lihue Main Post Office to the National Register.

If you concur with the proposed action, please return a signed copy of
this letter.

Very truly yours,

ﬂg/&:ie .‘Lstréé z Concur:%a%w/
v v

Principal, Environmental and
Cultural Resource Management Date: ’-'/27!3?

c: FSC553 File C/R/:0078r
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Facilities Service Center
San Bruno, CA 94099-0300

October 10, 1989

Carol D. Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
United States Dept. of the Interior
National Park Service

P.0. Box 37127

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

We are pleased to submit a nomination for the Lihue Main Post Office in the
state of Hawaii. The nomination has been reviewed and certified by the Hawaii
State Historic Preservation Office, Department of Land and Natural Resources.

If you have any questions or comments during review of this nomination, you
may call me at (415) 742-4615.

Very truly yours,

Principal
Cultural Resource Management

c: FSCbh0:DMatson
FSC550:RWChapman
FD320:JSSorenson
Hawaii SHPO
FSC553 File C/R



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Requested Action: Additional Documentation

Property Name: US Post Office--Lihue

Multiple Name:
State & County: HAWAII, Kauai

Date Received: Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List:

2/12/2018 3/9/2018 3/26/2018 3/29/2018

Reference number: AD89002011
Nominator: State

Reason For Review:

X___ Accept Return Reject 3/29/2018 Date

Abstract/Summary The U.S. Post Office-Lihue Additional Documentation provides sufficient information to

Comments: update the physical description and significance of the 1989-listed building. The most
significant aspect of the documentation supports removal of Art as an area of significance
based on the loss of the historic Depression-era art work original to the building.

Recommendation/ Accept Additional Documentation/Criteria A and C.

Criteria
Reviewer  Paul Lusignan Discipline  Historian
Telephone (202)354-2229 Date 03/29/2018

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No see attached SLR : No

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the
National Park Service.



Facilities

UNITEDSTATES
F POSTAL SERVICE

March 10, 2017

VIA EMAIL

Alan Downer, PhD.

Administrator, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
601 Kamokila Boulevard, Suite 555

Kapolei, HI 96707-2037

Mayor Bernard P. Carvalho, Jr.
County of Kaua’i

4444 Rice Street, Suite 235
Lihue, HI, 96766-1340

Re: National Register Nomination Addendum Submittal
Lihue Main Post Office
4441 Rice Street
Lihue, HI 96766-9998 (the “Property”)

Dear Dr. Downer and Mayor Carvalho:

The United States Postal Service (USPS) is submitting for your review the enclosed amendment to the
nomination of the Property, listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1989. Pursuant to 36
CFR 8 60.9(c), any comments regarding the adequacy of the nomination, the significance of the
property and its eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places must be received by the close of
business on the 45" day from delivery of this letter. We ask that the State Historic Preservation Officer
sign the nomination form with a recommendation.

Thank you for your assistance with this matter. Should you have any questions concerning this letter,
please contact the undersigned at (202) 268-2782, or by email at daniel.b.delahaye@usps.gov.

Sincerely,

Daniel B. Delahaye
Federal Preservation Officer

Attached: National Register Nomination Form Amendment

475 L’Enfant Plaza SW, Room 6670
Washington DC 20260-1862
www.USPS.com


http://www.usps.com/
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UNITED STATES

POSTAL SERVICE

February 9, 2018

VIA HAND DELIVERY

Mr. Paul Loether

National Park Service 2280, 8 floor
National Register of Historic Places

1849 C Street, NW, Mail Stop 7228

Washington, DC 20240

Re:  National Register of Historic Places Nomination Amendment
Lihue Main Post Office
4441 Rice Street
Lihue, Hawaii, Kauai County

Dear Mr. Loether:

The United States Postal Service (USPS) is submitting an original National Register of Historic
Places form on disk. The enclosed Disk 1 contains the true and correct copy of the nomination
amendment for the above-referenced United States Post Office to the National Register of
Historic Places, as well as electronic copies of USPS, SHPO and Kauai County correspondence
regarding this amendment. The enclosed Disk 2 contains photograph files in TIFF format.

Provided also is an original NRHP signature page signed by the Hawaii Deputy State Historic
Preservation Officer (SHPO) and the USPS Federal Preservation Officer.

If you do not concur with this submission, we request that you please express your specific
concerns and/or objections in writing so that USPS may provide you a USPS product that will
consistently meet your needs now and in future submissions.

We look forward to working with you. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. Point of
contact for this submission is the undersigned, who may be reached at (202) 268-2782, or by
email at daniel.b.delahaye@usps.qov.

Sincerely,

<-\.

-::r C L-LA;,Q =5 .,yQ’._kc) =

)
Daniel Delahaye :(L
Federal Preservation Officer

475 L'Enfant Plaza SW, Room 6670
Washington, DC  20260-1862



DAVID Y, IGE
GOVERNOR OF HAWATI

SUZANNE D. CASE
CHAIRPERSON
DOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

KEKOA KALUHIWA
FIRST DEMUTY

JEFFREY T, PEARSON
BEPUTY DIRECTOR - WATER

AQUATIC RESOURCES
* BOATING AN OCEAN RECREATION
BUREAL OF CONVEYANCES
COMMISSION ON WATER RESDURCE MANAGEMEN]
CONSERVATION AND COASTAL LANDS
CONSERVATION AND RESOURCES ENFORCEMENT

STATE OF HAWAII .
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES HISTORKC PRESERVATION
KAHOODLAWE !KLA’?;’S;;“'.RVEC"MM‘SSION
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION DIVISION STATE PARKS
KAKUHIHEWA BUILDING

601 KAMOKILA BLVD, STE 555
KAPOLEL HAWAIL 96707

May 15,2017 IN REPLY REFER TO:
LOG NO: 2017.00435
Daniel Delahaye DOC NO: 1705MB08

Federal Preservation Officer
USPS Facilities HQ

475 L’Enfant Plaza SW, RM 6670
Washington DC 20260-1862

Dear Mr. Delahaye:

SUBJECT: National Register of Historic Places Nomination Addendum
Request for Comments
Lihu‘e Post Office, 4441 Rice Street
United States Postal Service
Kalapakr Ahupua‘a, Puna District, Island of Kaua‘i
TMK: (4) 3-6-005:010

Thank you for providing the Hawaii State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) the opportunity to provide
comments on the addendum for the National Register of Historic Places Nomination for the Lthu‘e Main Post Office
located at 4441 Rice Street in Lthu‘e, Kaua‘i. The submittal included the nomination addendum and was received on
March 9, 2017.

The addendum provided a summary of the original nomination, evaluation of the historic integrity and character
defining features, a finding that the Post Office retains integrity, and updated photographs. The addendum does not
propose any substantive change to the original nomination.

SHPD recommends the following revisions to the addendum:

¢ The addendum does not consider the Supplementary Listing Record (SLR) which was signed by the Keeper
of the National Register as part of the nomination on November 28, 1989. The SLR removed criteria
consideration G and changed the period of significance from 1900-1941 to just 1939, the year of the Post
Office’s construction. The addendum still mentions criteria consideration G and lists 1900-1941 as the
period of significance. SHPD recommends revising the addendum to reflect the SLR.

e The original nomination included Art, Architecture, and Politics/Government as the Areas of Significance.
Based on the evaluation in the addendum, it appears that the Post Office may have lost the characteristics
which qualified it under Art as an Area of Significance. SHPD recommends to consider removing Art as an
Area of Significance.

e Based on the information provided in the addendum, it appears that the Post Office retains sufficient
integrity to remain eligible under Criterion A for Politics/Government and Criterion C for Architecture at
the local and state level. SHPD recommends retaining both criteria A and C and both local and state levels
of significance.



Mr. Daniel Delahaye
May 15, 2017
Page 2

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the addendum to the National Register Nomination for the Lihu‘e
Post Office. SHPD looks forward to receiving the final addendum.

Please contact Megan Borthwick, Architectural Historian, at Megan Borthwick@hawaii.gov or at (808) 692-8029
for any questions regarding architectural resources or this letter.

Mabhalo,
/4&@« bw»«ex
Alan S. Downer, PhD

Administrator, State Historic Preservation Division
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

Via Email: daniel.b.delahaye@usps.gov
Julia.mates@tetratech.com
cC: Bernard P. Carvalho
County of Kauai
4444 Rice St., Suite 235

Lihu‘e, Hawai‘i 96766
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UNITED STATES

POSTAL SERVICE

November 29, 2017

VIA EMAIL

Alan Downer, PhD.

Administrator, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
601 Kamokila Boulevard, Suite 555

Kapolei, HI 96707-2037

Re: National Register Nomination Addendum Submittal
Lihue Main Post Office
4441 Rice Street
Lihue, HI 96766-9998 (the “Property™)
Log #: 2017.00435 Doc #: 1705MB08

Dear Dr. Downer:

Thank you for your letter of May 15, 2017, commenting upon the United States Postal Service (USPS)
proposed addendum to the nomination for the Property, listed on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1989. The USPS has considered your recommendations, accepted all, and revised the
document accordingly. Attached hereto is a final addendum in both PDF and Word formats. Attached
also is a redlined document in Word format that tracks the changes between our March 10 and
November 28 submissions.

USPS requests that the State Historic Preservation Officer sign block 12 of the nomination form with a
recommendation and, within 30 days of delivery of this letter, return the signed nomination cover to the
undersigned at the following address:

PO Box 23317
Washington, DC 20026-3317

Thank you for your assistance with this matter. Should you have any questions concerning this letter,
please contact me at (202) 268-2782, or by email at daniel.b.delahave@usps.gov.

Sincerely,

Daniel B. DI cooal . bl oS o
il=daniel.b.delah gov, c=US

Delah aye Date: 2017.11.29 11:45:01 -05'00°

Daniel B. Delahaye

Federal Preservation Officer

Attached: as stated

475 L'Enfant Plaza SW, Room 6670
Washington DC 20260-1862
www.USPS.com
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