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AREA 
DEC 2 6 1M9  

FORM WO. 

1846 

Town Worces t e r 

Wdress 12 Summerhill Avenue 

Historic Nane Swan Larson 

Three-Decker 

Use: Present 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

res iden t i a l 

Date ca. 1918 

Source Worcester House D i r e c t o r y  

Stylie C o l o n i a l Rev iva l ' 

Architect p o s s i b l y Swan Larso; 

Exterior Hall Fabric wood clapboard 

Outbuildings garage 

Major Alterations (with dates) f i r s t f l o ; 

porch enclosed, m.id-20th cen turv . 

Condition e x c e l l e n t 

Moved Date 

Acreage less than 1/4 acre 

Setting Urban, e a r l y 20th century, 

s i n g l e - and m u l r i - f a m i l y residentic 

neighborhood. 

UTM REFERENCE 19/269290/4687290 

USGS QUADRANSLE V.'orcester North 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by Michael S t e i n i t z  

Organization f o r MHC 

Date December 19 88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The Swan Larson Three-Decker posseses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the suburban, m.ulti-family r e s i d e n t i a l development of the 
Greendale s e c t i o n of northern Worcester i n the e a r l y 20th century, when both 
s t r e e t c a r connections and employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n nearby f a c t o r i e s drew 
white- and b l u e - c o l l a r f a m i l i e s to the area. I t i s also an unusually w e l l -
preserved, w e l l - d e t a i l e d example of C o l o n i a l Revival three-decker design. The -
Larson Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of 
H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SI©<IFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terns o-
other buildings within the conmunity. * 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 12 Summerhill Avenue i s an unusually well-preserved and w e l l - -
d e t a i l e d example of l o c a l C o l o n i a l Revival three-decker design. The house 
has the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c h i p r o o f and s i d e - h a l l plan, and i s c l a d i n wood 
clapboard, w i t h shingle bands between s t o r i e s . The asymmetrical main facade 
features a p r o j e c t i n g t h r e e - t i e r porch w i t h a pedimented-gable p o r t i c o . The 
porch i s supported by s i n g l e and p a i r e d square columns. I t i s flanked by 
a t h r e e - s t o r y bay window. A. second t h r e e - s t o r y , square bay window i s located 
on the side w a l l , and i s capped by a p r o j e c t i n g pedim.ented gable. Windows 
have 6/1 and 4/1 sash. The wide roof cornice overhang has r e g u l a r l y spaced 
decorative brackets. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comawnity. 

B u i l t ca. 1918, the Larson Three-Decker was constructed as p a r t of the 
e a r l y 2Qth century s u b - d i v i s i o n of the Greendale area of northern Worcester " 
as a m.ulti-family r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t , both a s t r e e t c a r suburb and f o r 
many employed at the nearby Norton Company and other n o r t h Worcester i n d u s t r i e s 
The area was also a major.focus f o r the c i t y ' s Swedish immigrant community, 
many members of which were r e c r u i t e d to work at the Norton Company. The 
f i r s t knov-n owner of 12 Summerhill Avenue was Swan Larson, a carpenter, who 
l i v e d at 6 Summerhill Avenue, and who owned fo u r other houses i n the 
neighborhood. Tenants i n 1920 included Albert Anderson and Ernest d e V i l l e r s , 

.both foremen at the Norton Company; and W i l l i a m Bolshaw, a downtown bank 
t e l l e r . I n 1930 the house was owned by N e l l i e C l i f f o r d . Residents i n that 
year included Harry Michaels, a carpenter; W i l l i a m Cavanaugh, a fireman; 
'•and Howard Lane, a c l e r k at the Norton Company. 
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Swati Larson Three-Decker, 12 Sunmierhill Ave., Worcester, MllC ^ 1846 
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