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DESCRIPTION

Dae ca. 1918

Source  Worcester House Directory
Stylie Colonial Revival '

Architect possibly Swan Larso;
Sketch Map: Draw aap showing property's location

in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Hall Fabric wood clapboard
geographical features. Indicate all buildings
between inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings garage

Inter section(s).
Indicate north

Major Alterations (with dates) first flo;

See attached nap. porch enclosed, m.id-20th centurv.

Condition excellent

Movwd Date
Acreage |l ess than 1/4 acre

Setting Urban, early 20th century,
single- andmulri-family residentic

nei ghbor hood.

UM REFERENCE 197269290/ 4687290 Recorded by Michael Steinitz

USES QUADRANSE  V.'orcester North Organization for MHC
SCALE 1:25,000 Date December 19 88



NATI ONAL REQ STER CRHERI A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Swan Larson Three-Decker posseses integrity of location, design, setting
materials, workmanship, feeling and association. 't is significant for its
association with the suburban, multi-famly residential development of the
Greendale section of northern Worcester in the early 20th century, when both
streetcar connections and enploynment opportunities in nearby factories drew
white- and blue-collar famlies to the area. | tis also an unusually well-
preserved, well-detailed exanple of Colonial Revival three-decker design. The -
Larson Three-Decker thus neets criteria A and C of the National Register of
Historic Places on the local level.

ARCH TECTURAL. S & H GANCE  Descri be inportant archltectural features and evaluate interns o
other buildings within the connunity.

Architecturally, 12 Summerhill Avenue is an unusually well-preservedand well- -
detailed exanple of local Colonial Revival three-decker design. The house

has the characteristic hip roof and side-hall plan, and is clad in wood
clapboard, with shingle bands between stories. The asymmetrical main facade
features a projecting three-tier porch with a pedi mented-gable portico. The
porch is supported by single and paired square colums. I t is flanked by

a three-story bay window. A second three-story, square bay wi ndow is |ocated
on the side wall, and i s capped by a projecting pedimented gable. Wndows
have 6/1 and 4/1 sash. The wide roof cornice overhang has regularly spaced
decorative brackets.

HSITGRCL SANHCANE Explain the role owners played in local or state historyad how the
building relates to the devel opnent of the conawnity.

Built ca. 1918, the Larson Three-Decker was constructed as part of the

early 2Qth century sub-division of the Greendale area of northern Worcester
as a multi-famly residential district, both a streetcar suburb and for

many empl oyed at the nearby Norton Conpany and ot her north Worcester industries
The area was also a major.focus for the city's Swedish imm grant comunity,
many nmenbers of which were recruited to work at the Norton Conpany. The
first knov-n owner of 12 Summerhill Avenue was Swan Larson, a carpenter, who
lived at 6 Summerhill Avenue, and who owned four other houses in the

nei ghbor hood. Tenants in 1920 included Albert Anderson and Ernest deVillers,
.both foremen at the Norton Conpany; and W I liam Bol shaw, a downtown bank
teller. I'n 1930 the house was owned by Nellie Clifford. Residents in that
year included Harry M chaels, a carpenter; Wlliam Cavanaugh, a fireman,;

‘eand Howard Lane, a clerk at the Norton Conpany.
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