


7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent deteriorated unaltered ^ original site 
good ruins ^ altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
The Captain Peter Rice House is located on the west slope of Sligo H i l l , on the north 
side of Elm Street, slightly east of Interstate Route #495. In its present form, the 
Rice House is the product of several periods of construction ranging from the seventeenth 
to the twentieth centuries. 

The Rice House is a two-story, timber-frame structure, made up of a rectangular-plan 
main house with a central chimney and a rear e l l . The main house rests on a granite 
foundation, is covered with clapboards (south, east and north) and is enclosed by a 
pitched roof covered by asphalt shingles. The facade (south elevation) of the house 
is symmetrical containing a center entrance flanked on each side by two windows at the 
f i r s t story and five windows at the second story. The entry constist of panelled 
architrave with comer blocks framing two four-pane sidelights set above panels and 
a door of four sunken panels. A l l facade windows are of 8/12 sash set in projecting 
frames with moulded caps. 

The west elevation of the main house is asymmetrical; at its f i r s t story is an open 
porch on square posts, south of center, and a rectangular bay window set under the 
same half-hip roof as the porch, north of center; fenestration of the bay consists 
of a 6/6 window on its south face and a tripartite window of 6/9 sash on its west 
face. At the center of the f i r s t story is an entrv,like that on the facade, except 
for i t s six-panel door. South of this entry is 6/6 window set in a projecting surround. 
There are three windows at the second story, containing from south to north 8/12, 
6/9 and 8/12 sash. Above the second story is a slight projection which fonns the base 
of the gable. The gable is trimmed by a boxed comice with a retum and contains a 
single 8/12 window. 

. .. , I • . . . I . . - . • 

The east elevation is covered with shingles and is set in the same plane as the east 
elevation of the rear e l l , although the rbofs of the two sections make a clear separ­
ation between the two. At the f i r s t story, the east end contains a rectangular-plan 
oriel and part of an enclosed porch. The oriel is set on brackets and is enclosed by 
a half-hip roof; in its north and south faces are sin5)le five-pane lights, while its 
east face contains three 6/6 windows. The enclosed porch contains a' narrow window on 
its east face. At the second story are three identical windows, each containing 
8/12 sash.~ The east gable is identical to the west gable, except for its covering 
of shingles. 

The house's north elevation is asymmetrically arranged and altered by additions. The 
eastem 1/3 of the north elevation is blocked by the rear e l l . Elsewhere, the f i r s t 
story is covered by an enclosed porch Fith a shed roof. At the second story are four 
windows of varying sizes. The rear e l l is of undetermined age and has undergone ex­
tensive alteration in the twentieth centruy. The ell's eaŝ t elevation contains an 
enclosed porch for the f u l l length of its f i r s t story. This porch is of apparent 
twentieth-century origin, and contains one five-panel door and six windows with varying 
types of sash. At the second story are three windows set out of horizontal alignment 
with each other; each window contains 6/6 sash. Above the second story is a low-pitched 
shed roof which connects to the main house. 

The west elevation of the rear e l l is also asymmetrical, containing an enclosed porch 
and two 6/6 windows at the f i r s t story and two 8/8 windows at the second story. The 
north elevation is mostly covered by a one-story shed, although there are two 6-pane 
lights on exposed portions of the second story. 

(continued) 
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The shed is one-story high with a pitched roof and north-facing gable. The 
shed's east elevation is covered by an enclosed porch; its north elevation is 
blank except for a 6-pane light in the gable; and its west elevation contains a 
simple window. 



8. Signifficance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 

J L 1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 

X archeology-historic conservation 
agriculture economics 

^ architecture education 
art engineering 
commerce 
communications 

landscape architecture. 
law 
literature 

JE_ military 
music 

x_ exploration/settlement philosophy 
industry ^ . ' "politics/government 
i n v e n t i o n * 

religion 
. science 
. sculpture 
. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 
- transportation 
. other (specify) 

. 168B, eariy 18th C. 
Specific dates Xater additions 

Builder/Architect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The captain Peter Rice House retains i n t e g r i t y of location, design, materials and 
workmanship and possesses h i s t o r i c a l associations with the seventeenth and early eight­
eenth century settlement of Marlborough. The product of at least four periods of con­
str u c t i o n , the Rice House both retains elements of each and displays a sequence of 
development which i s characteristic of l o c a l vernacular architecture. 

I n i t s e a r l i e s t form, 1688, the Rice House i s believed t o have been a two-story 
structure with a one-room deep f l o o r plan, containing two rooms at each storey, separated 
by a central chimney. This o r i g i n a l structure now mak^s up.the-front or south half of 
the main house; preserved i n t h i s section of the house are a former kitchen fireplace, 
moulded sheathing and raised panelling. Shouldered corner posts and a chamfered summer 
beam are presently cased. In the early eighteenth century, the o r i g i n a l house was 
enlarged by the addition of a lean-to roof and three rooms, including a new kitchen, at 
the f i r s t storey. I n a subsequent enlargement, perhaps during the mid-or late eighteenth 
century, the lean-to roof was removed, the northern half of the second storey was con­
structed and the present roof was b u i l t , subsequent additions have included a rear e l l 
t l a t e 18th or early 19th century?), the western porch, i t s entry and the facade entry 
(second quarter of the 19thrcentury) and the eastern porch, o r i e l and rear ^lorches 
twentieth century). 

The house i s believed to have been b u i l t f o r Peter Rice (1658-1753) i n 1688, at 
the time of his marriage to Rebecca Howe. Born i n Sudbury, Massachusetts, Peter Rice 
was the son of Thomas Rice, one of the p e t i t i o n e r s f o r the establishment of Marlborough 
as a plantation, and was a member of the large Rice family which supplied a large number 
of the town's early s e t t l e r s . The younger Rice was brought to Marlborough as a ch i l d i n 
1664 and, presumably, l i v e d i n the town a l l of his l i f e , with the possible exception of 
the period surrounding King P h i l l i p ' s War when Marlborough was subject to Indian attack. 
Rice both farmed his land and served i n various capacities for the town's defense. In 
the early eighteenth century. Rice was appointed a captain over part of the town's 
m i l i t i a ; i n 1711, he was a member of a committee to designate garrison-houses and to 
assign town residents t o specific garrison houses for t h e i r protection i n emergencies. 
Rice himself served as a member of Ensign Howe's garrison, together with Ensign Bowker, 
Joseph waite, David church, Benjamin Rice and Joseph Rice. 

The Rice House property may also possess a high degree of archaeological potential 
stemming from i t s seventeenth century occupation. Sites y i e l d i n g information on the 
material culture and domestic l i f e of the seventeenth century are d r a s t i c a l l y under 
reported i n New England and the Rice property might provide such necessary data. 

At present, the Captain Peter Rice House i s owned by the Marlborough H i s t o r i c a l 
Society and i s undergoing restoration. 
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