


7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
Xexcel | ent deteriorated unal tered AN original site
good ruins "N altered noved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Captain Peter Rce House i s |ocatedonthe west slope of SligoHill, onthenorth
side of HmStreet, slightly east of Interstate Route #495. Inits present form the
R ce House i s the product of several periods of construction ranging fromthe seventeenth
to the twentieth centuries.

The Rce House i s atwo-story, tinber-frame structure, nade up of a rectangul ar-plan
mai n house with a central chinney and a rear ¢ll. Thenain house rests ona granite
foundation, is covered with clapboards (south, east and north) andis enclosed by a
pitched roof covered by asphalt shingles. The facade (south elevation) of the house
Is symmetrical containinga center entrance flanked on each side by two w ndows at the
first story andfive w ndows at the second story. The entrK constist of panelled
architrave with comer blocks framng two four-pane sidelights set above panel s and

a door of four sunken panels. Al | facade w ndows are of 8 12 sash set i nprojecting
frames wi th noul ded caps.

The west el evation of the main house i s asymetrical; at its first story i s an open
porch on square posts, south of center, and a rectangul ar bay w ndow set under the
sane hal f-hip roof as the porch, north of center; fenestration of the bay consists
of a@6wndowonits south face and atripartite wndowof &9 sash onits west
face. At the center of the first story isanentrv,like that onthe facade, except
for its six-panel door. South of this entry i s &6 wndowset inaprojecting surround.
There are three w ndows at the second story, containingfromsouth tonorth 8 12,
&9 and 8 12 sash. Above the second storg I's aslight projection which fonns the base
of the gable. Thegable istrimmed by a boxed com ce with aretum and contains a
single & 12 w ndow

T R . .-
The east elevation iscovered with shingles andis set i nthe sane plane as the east
el evation of the rear ell, although the rbofs of the two sections nake a clear separ-
ation between the two. At the first story, the east endcontains a rectangul ar-plan
oriel and part of anenclosed porch. Theoriel is set onbrackets andi s encl osed by
a half-hip roof; inits northandsouth faces are sin5le five-pane |ights, while its
east face contains three 66 w ndows. The enclosed porch contains @ narroww ndow on
Its east face. At the second story are three identical w ndows, each contai ning
8f/12h_sas?.~ The east gable isidentical to the west gable, except for its covering
of shingles.

The house's northelevation i sasymetrically arranged andal tered by additions. The
eastem 1/3 of the northelevation i sblocked by the rear ell. Hsewhere, the first
story i s covered by an enclosed porch Fith a shed roof. At the second story are four

w ndows of varyingsizes. Therear ell isof undetermned ageand has undergone ex-
tensive alteration i nthe twentieth centruy. Theell's east el evation contal ns an

encl osed porch for the full lengthof its first storY. This porch i s of apparent
twentieth-century origin, and contains one five-panel door andsi x w ndows with varying
types of sash. At the second story are three w ndows set out of horizontal alignnent

wi th each ot her; each w ndow contalns &6 sash. Above the second story i s alowpitched
shed roof which connects to the nai n house.

The west el evation of the rear ell isalsoasymetrical, containingan enclosed porch
and two &/ 6 wndows at the first story andtw 88 w ndows at the second story. The
north elevation i snostly covered by a one-story shed, although there are two 6-pane
l'ights on exposed portions of the second story.

(conti nued)
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The shed i sone-story highwth apitched roof andnorth-facing gable. The
shed' s east elevation i scovered by anenclosed porch; itsnorth elevationis

bl ank except for a 6-pane |ight i nthegable; andits west elevation containsa
si npl e w ndow



8. Signifficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture. religion
1400-1499 X archeology-historic conservation law . science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature . sculpture
1600-1699 A architecture education JE_ military . social/

J L 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce x_ exploration/settlement philosophy - theater
1900- communications industry ~ . ' "politics/government - transportation

invention* . other (specify)

168B, eariy 18th C
Specific dates Xater additions
St at ement of Significance (inone paragraph)

Bui | der/Architect unknown

The captain Peter Rice House retains integrity of location, design, materials and
wor kmanshi p and possesses historical associations with theseventeenth and early eight-
eenth century settlement of Marlborough. The product of at |east four periods of con-
struction, theRice House both retains elements of each and di splays a sequence of
devel opment which i scharacteristic of local vernacular architecture.

In itsearliest form 1688, theRice House is believed t ohave been a two-story
structure with a one-roomdeep floor plan, containing tworoons at each storey, separated
by a central chimey. This original structure now mak®s up.the-front or south half of
the main house; preserved i nthis section of t hehouse area former kitchen fireplace,
moul ded sheathing and raised panelling. Shouldered corner posts and a chanfered sumer

beam arepresently cased. | ntheearly eighteenth century, theoriginal house was
enlarged by theaddition of a lean-to roof and three roons, including a newkitchen, at
the first storey. | na subsequent enlargement, perhaps during themd-or late eighteenth

century, thelean-to roof was renoved, thenorthern half of thesecond storey was con-
structed and the present roof was built, subsequent additions have included a rear el |
tlate 18th or early 19th century?), the western porch, itsentry andthefacade entry
(second quarter of thel1l9thrcentury) and t heeastern porch, oriel andrear “lorches
twentieth century).

The house is believed t ohave been built for Peter Rice (1658-1753) i n1688, at
the time of his marriage t o Rebecca Howe. Born i nSudbury, Massachusetts, Peter Rice
was t he son of Thonas Rice, one of the petitioners for theestablishment of Marlborough
as aplantation, andwas a nenber of thelarge Rice fam |y which supplied a |arge nunber
of thetown's early settlers. The younger Rice was brought t oMarlborough as a childi n
1664 and, presumably, lived i nthetown al | of his life, with the possible exception of
the period surrounding King Phillip's Var when Marlborough was subject t olndian attack.
Rice both farmed his land and served in various capacities for thetown's defense. I n
the early eighteenth century. Rice was appointed a captain over part of thetown's
mlitia; i nl1l711, he was a nenber of a committee t odesignate garrison-houses and to
assign town residents t ospecific garrison houses for their protection i nenmergencies.
Rice hinmself served as a nenber of Ensign Howe's garrison, together with Ensign Bowker,
Joseph waite, David church, Benjami n Rice and Joseph Rice.

The Rice House property nay also possess a high degree of archaeol ogical potential
stemming from itsseventeenth century occupation. Sites yielding information on the
material culture and domestic life of t heseventeenth century aredrastically under
reported in New England and t heRice property m ght provide such necessary data.

At present, theCaptain Peter Rice House i sowned by t heMarlborough Historical
Society and i s undergoingrestoration.



























ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE MASSACHBETTS

Date Entered

Echo Bri dge

Swet | and- Pease House

Rice, Capt. Peter, House

First Baptist Church

Cakes, Edward, House

McGl ||, John H, House

DIl | away School

Berger Factory

Al'so Notified

Honor abl e Paul Tsongas
Honor abl e
Honor abl e
Honor abl e
Honor abl e
Honor abl e
Honor abl e

Edward M Kennedy
John J. Moakl ey
Robert F. Drinan
Edward P. Bol and
Joseph D Early
Edward J. Markey
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information,

Byers/bjr

further pl ease cal

APR 9 r-Qf)

Location

Town of Needham City of Newton
Norfol k and M ddl esex County

East Longmeadow vicinity
Hanpden County

Mar | bor ough
M ddl esex County

Frar ai ngham
M ddl esex County

Medf or d

M ddl esex County
Medf or d

M ddl esex County
Bost on

Suffol k County

Bost on
Suffol k County
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