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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lincoln Highway Bridge at Tama is a 20' single-span slab bridge, constructed
of reinforced concrete. It has a 24' clear roadway and is about 6' above the

7 dd Creek streambed. The railings, which are 3'4" high, have, in place of
balusters, the words "Lincoln Highway" in individual concrete letters.  The

ends of the railings curve outward, and originally had ornamental lampposts on
each. These lampposts were about 6' high, tapered columns on short bases, with

globe lights. The Tama Bicentennial Commission hopes to replace these fixtures
in the near future.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This slab bridge was built in 1915, from a design by the Iowa Highway Commission.
The decorative railing was paid for by local boosters, as a means of advertising

the newly-designated Lincoln Highway, and Tama's location on it.

the Lincoln Highway Forum paid special attention to Tama's bridge:

of up-to~date highway advertising.

In July 1919,
'...a good example
Tourists over this section of the famous road

caoont fail to be impressed with the advertising value as well as the pleasing
and distinctive appearance of this unique feature of bridge construction...Such
enduring construction 'nails down' the Lincoln Highway in the most pleasing and
ornamental fashion."

The Lincoln Highway, first proposed in 1912, was a nationwide publicity effort on the
part of auto manufacturers and related industries to promote systematic, high-quality

road development.
was very great:

The need for good roads, capable of bearing automobile traffic,
at that time, there were no coherent road systems, only networks

of unpaved ways centered around each town. Movement from town to town was still
over the old trails which had connected settlements in the pioneer period.

The auto industry, in particular, perceived the situation as inimical to increased

automobile use.

In 1912, one of their number, Prest-O-Lite manufacturer Carl G. Fisher

proposed a transcontinental highway, paved with concrete and well-marked, as a "demon-
stration model" of what could —- and should -- be accomplished to further road trans-

portation in the U.S.
organized in 1913 to implement this proposal.

The Lincoln Highway Association, a non- profit corporation, was
Criteria for the road were simple: the

most direct route from New York to San Francisco, featuring scenic and historic sites

and population centers, wi
by the local communities’ !

Eh regard to "the character and amount of support afforded...

Funds collected through contributions from the auto and concrete industries, and from
many individuals, were used to build "demonstration sections" in states through which

the Lincoln Highway was to pass.

The LHA also mounted massive publicity campaigns

on national, state and local levels, to build popular support for the road. This
interest was then translated into local and state action, as people urged their
governments to construct sections of the highway.

Although the LHA designed and had erected a system of road markers, communities along

the route also contributed to the advertising effort.

Memorials to Abraham Lincoln

sprang up along the road, and sections of the highway were prominently marked 'Lincoln-

way'" or some similar designation.

boosterism, and as noted above, was commended by the LHA.

See continuation sheet

The bridge at Tama was an example of this local
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The enthusiasm generated by the Lincoln Highway project went far beyond the
creation of a single transcontinental highway. The Bankhead-Shackelford bill
in 1916 marked the first time since 1833 that the federal government would
fund highway development. Federal participation increased with the 1921
Federal Highway Act, which in effect compelled the concentration of federal,
and most statE?agunds on important'routes, and initiated the coordination of
main roads into a cohesive, nationwide system.

1 Lincoln Highway Forum, July 1, 1919, p. 2.

2 Lincoln Highway Association. The Lincoln Highway. Binghamton: Vail-Ballou
Press, 1935, p. 48.



