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Hogback Bridge has a span of 96 feet; including the approaches, 154 feet; width 
is 15 feet. The flat-top wood roof is covered with tarred metal sheeting. It 
is constructed using the Town lattice, a crisscross web of planks on each side 
reinforced by a diagonal-horizontal arc, and held together with metal bolts. 
The basic structure is of native lumber, including the plank flooring. Each end 
rests on steel tube pilings which replaced the original wood pilings. The out­ 
side cover is of six-inch boards, some of which have been replaced. The struc­ 
ture is painted red with white trim.

The Hogback Bridge retains its original appearance, as well as its original 
setting. It is set at the south end of a long wooded ridge (hogback-shaped). 
The surrounding valleys to the east and west are farm ground with a background 
of wooded hills. Maintenance is very adequate, and there is a posted load }.imit 
for the structure.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

H.P. Jones constructed a number of covered bridges in the Winterset region. Al- 
though his structures were based upon the Town lattice plan popular in New England, 
Jones added details uniquely his own. Richard S. Alien writes: "For sub­ 
structure, Jones used caisson piers, and he buttressed the sides of ̂his spans 
with taut guy rods attached to protruding floor beams. Inside, his single- 
web lattices were usually given the extra reinforcement of auxiliary arches, 
queenposts, or a combination of the two. Jones 1 most startling innovation 
was the virtual elimination of the conventional high-pitched roof. His 
bridges are tightly weather-boarded to the eaves, and their roofs have only
a very slight pitch....These squared tubular covered bridges...have a unique 
appearance duplicated only in a few other places in the world." (ppJOi-H)

Covered bridges are an endangered species throughout the United States, and 
merit preservation everywhere as examples of 19th-century utilitarian con­ 
cepts. A bridge by Jones, with its combination of tradition and innovation 
in engineering, is if possible even more deserving of protection.
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