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The attached property, Monte Ne, in Benton County, Arkansas, 
reference number 78000575, was listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places by the Keeper of the National Register on 
02/17/1978, as evidenced by the FEDERAL REGISTER/WEEKLY 
LIST notice of Tuesday, February 6, 1979, Vol. 44, No. 26, page 
7424. The attached nomination form is a copy of the original 
documentation provided to the Keeper at the time of listing. 
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~DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The structure is not much changed from the original except that it 
has been covered by Beaver Lake since 1966. In times of low water, 
the upper part of the structure is visible and accessible. 

W. H. "Coin" Harvey had intended to bU:ild a structure which would 
contain the history and artifacts of his historical period, and he 
determined that a pyramid would be the most logical type of struc­
ture for that purpose. To that end he began constructing a structure 
which resembled a pyramid in its concept, but in fact ·t-ras only a 
facade.on the side of a small hill. The fa~ade included various 
vaults which were to contain the history and times of his Era, thus 
chronicling the end of the American experiment. 

The structure was .built of concrete, overlaid with natural stone, 
and included steps ascending between the rows of vaults. It was so 
constructured that the repositories could be utilized as benches, 
thus the ~~hole thing could be used as an amphitheater. The structure 
is built on a northwest-southeast axis with the open side to the 
northeast. 

The structure 't~as never completed, . for the project carne to an end 
with the death of Harvey in 1936. Still, 't~ork had progressed to 
the point that this unique structure could be and ~~as used as an 
amphitheater. A nearby girls school, now defunct, used the theater 
for production of plays, skits, and entertainment programs. The 
lower portion of the theater had a flat, paved surface built around 
a natural spring, .and the whole project enjoyed much attention and 
use until the impoundment of the White River created Beaver Lake, 
and inundated the site. 

Associated with the site was a resort with two of the largest log 
hotels in the world, built in 1904. Other development included an 
ir..door swimming pool, a golf course, a casino, dance pavil~on, a 
bmding alley, and park areas. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
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The significance of Monte Ne is tethered to the significance of_its 
originator, W. H. "Coin" Harvey. As such, Honte Ne is significant 
as an example of the despair of the depression and the crushed dreams 
of one of America's foremost reformers. "Coin" Harvey was an idealist, 
a man who believed not only in the United States but in the perfect­
ability of our society. He was born in 'Hest Virginia in 1851 and became 
a schoolmaster at the age of 16; later he practiced la\~, established a 
real estate business, and owned a silver mine. In 1894, he became a 
newspaper 'trriter and the same year, 'trrote a book, "Coin's Financial 
School," which sold two million copies its first year in print. The 
book advocated free coinage of silver and 't·Ias the basis for 1-Jilliam 
Jennings Bryan's presidential campaign in 1896. 

In the early 1900's, Harvey discovered a small valley in northwest 
Arkansas, bought 320 acres, and renamed the small community that 
\~as there Honte Ne, meani.ng "mountain waters." He developed a resort 
complex with a six-mile private railroad into the valley. Guests were 
then transferred to gondolas to make the half-mile trip do't~ a lagoon 
to the resort hotels. Despite the impressiveness of the resort, the 
resort failed, primarily to inaccessibility. 

After this failure, Harvey again turned his interest to political/ 
economic interests and prophesied the end of our civilization due to 
political corruption and inevitable wars. Then, in 1920, he had an 
idea to build a pyramid to house infonnation that would tell future 
generations the s t ory of the fall of this civilization. The pyramid 
was to be 130 feet high so it would be visible 'tvhen erosion completely 
filled the valley. The top of the structure would have a plate with 
this message written in many languages, "ifuen this can be read, go 
below and find the cause of the death of a former civilization." 

• 

In 1930, Harvey \rrote another book, "The Book," which told of ho't-T the 
United States could achieve prosperity in 90 days. About the samP. 
time, he organized the "Liberty Party," and held a national convention 
at Monte Ne, and at 80 years of age, became a presidential nominee. 
The platform of .the party \·las to control the citizen's vealth and insure 
against depression. After his defeat, he 'tvas short on finances and at 
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the time of his death in 1936, the project still tvas not complete. 
Other books written by "Coin11 include "Common Sense," "Coin on 
Money, Trusts, and Imperialism," "A Taie of Two Nations," "Paul's 
School of Statesmanship," and "The Remedy." 

The remains of Harvey's dream are limited to the partial pyramid 
in the shape of an amphitheater 15 feet long and 50 feet wide. 
The 20-foot high structure is a silent reminder of a unique man and 
his contribution to history. 
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Amphitheater exposed by unusually low water; taken from .the northeast 
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Property Name 

Monte Ne 

Missing Core Documentation 

County, State 

Benton, 
Arkansas 

Reference Number 

78000575 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

_x_ Nomination Form (Photocopy from SHPO present) 

_x_ Photographs (Photocopies from SHPO present) 

_x_ USGS Map (Photocopy from SHPO present) 


