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OVERVIEW OF THE EAST SHELBYVILLE DISTRICT—————————————————————————______ f-

The East Shelbyville District is composed of some of the earliest buildings from 
Shelbyville's history. On Main Street, the one and two story brick Federal buildings 
occupy lots from the original town plat of 179^- An adjacent neighborhood on 
Third Street was an early subdivision of these original lots. The buildings have 
been preserved as an intact neighborhood.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION; EAST SHELBYVILLE DISTRICT

The earliest surviving structures are the five one and two story, three bay, gable 
roofed buildings on East Main Street. (Photo #15* 16). They are sited on lots from 
the original town plat and were built in the first quarter of the nineteenth century. 
Built on the hall-parlor plan, their detailing includes Flemish bond brick and jack 
arches. Some modification of the first stories has taken place in the commercial 
structures. Dormers have been added to one of the one story buildings.

There are also three later Federal brick buildings in the district. The Scearce 
Academy Building built by Dr. Nuckols is a central passage plan, one room deep with 
an original ell. The Flemish bond and the jack arches are still visible in the five 
bay facade despite an overlay of nineteenth century Italianate detailing. (Photo #8). 
The three bay Krieger House exemplifies the side passage plan as does the four bay 
Scofield House which is also a two-family residence. The Scofield House has Utalianate 
modifications around the doorway and hood moldings.

The Gothic Revival style of the mid-nineteenth century is exemplified by the St. 
James Episcopal Church on the corner of Third and Main. It was built in 1868 as por 
tions of Third St. were being subdivided. (Photo #17). South on Third between Clay 
and Bradshaw, the original half acre lots were divided into five lots facing Third. 
The west side of the street was developed first and vestiges of the Gothic Revival 
style can be seen in the wall gables and the drip moldings around the windows and doors. 
Early Italianate houses with arcaded porches can also be found in this area. (Photos
#19, 20). The east side of the street has more of an Eastlake aspect with the turned 
porch posts and profusion of bargebbards. (Photos # 23, 25)-

Later Italianate detailing can be found on Washington St. (Photo #7)- In a one story, 
five bay residence, the brickwork is attributed to Deiss, a local mason and brickyard 
owner. The brick segmental arches over the windows and door surrounds are elegant
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expressions of the style.

Expression of the late nineteenth century Queen Anne style can be found in the de 
tailing of a duplex at the corner of Bradshaw and Third. The asymmetrical roof line, 
mixture of materials, and use of colored glass exemplify the style. (Photo #26).

The twentieth century represented the classical revival reaction to the asymmetry of 
the Victorian styles. One and two story American Four Squares with hipped roofs, 
overhanging eaves, and classical elements on the porch such as dentils can be found 
in the district. (Photo #5i9) At the same time, bungalos with gable roofs which 
overhang the porch were being built. Brackets were used to support the overhanging 
eaves and sometimes found a fuller expression as "craftsman" supports to the porch. 
(Photo #9).

EAST SHELBYVILLE DISTRICT; SIGNIFICANG£_

The East Shelbyville District contains the remnants of three early neighborhoods in 
Shelbyville. The cluster of brick buildings on East Main Street is the oldest sur 
viving neighborhood of Federal structures in Shelbyville. Despite some alterations 
to the first floor commercial space, the three bay facades with Flemish bond and jack 
arches are still visible. The proportions of the gable roofed structures stand out 
in contrast to the later buildings found in either directions on Main. These build 
ings provide a glimpse of the architectural fabric of the town during the first quar 
ter of the nineteenth century. The demolition of other nineteenth century buildings 
in the immediate vicinity since the 1979 survey makes recognition of these buildings 
through the National Register especially important.

Two of the four remaining log-core structures in the City Limits of Shelbyville are 
found on Washington Street. They conform to the specifications set up by the early 
Trustees who sold the lots in the original plan and the Eastern Addition. The rarety 
of remaining buildings of this type in Shelbyville makes them an important part of 
the nomination.

Third Street had one of the early bridges across Clear Creek and also served as the 
Mt. Eden Pike, one of the entrances into Shelbyville. The ten houses on Third be 
tween Clay and Bradshaw demonstrate the styles popular in the mid-nineteenth century. 
The continuity of setbacks, materials, porches, and floor plans contribute to a sense 
of place.

East Shelbyville District is composed of outstanding individual structures such 
as the Scearce Academy, the Scofield House, the Krieger building, and St. James 
Episcopal Church. The neighborhood clusters on Washington, Main, and south Third 
Street are irreplaceable in terms of site preservation. The present transition of 
this area from residential to commercial threatens all of these structures and makes
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the National Register Nomination very timely.

BOUNDARY; EAST SHELBYVILLE DISTRICT

Beginning at a point in the north right of way of Washington Street 100 feet east 
of the northeast corner of the intersection of Washington and Third Street;

North 100 feet to a point;

Turning west 200 feet to a point in the west property line of 301 Washington;

Then south 100 feet with the west property line of 301 Washington Street to a point 
in the north right of way of Washington;

Then east kO feet along the north right of way of Washington Street to a point;

Then south 200 feet crossing Washington Street and proceeding along the west pro 
perty line of *K)8 Third Street to a point;

Then west '25 feet to a point in the west line of 301-303 Main Street;

Then south 130 feet along the west property line of 301-303 Main Street to a point 
in the south right of way of Main Street;

Then west 210 feet along the south right of way of Main Street to a point; 

Then south 90 feet along the west property line of 320 Main Street to a point; 

Then east 230 feet to a point in the west property line of 516 Third Street; 

Then south 1?0 feet to a point in the south right of way of Clay Street; 

Then west 30 feet with the south right of way of Clay Street to a point;

Then south 50 feet with the west property line of 600 Third Street to a point in 
the north property line of 608 Third;

Then west 20 feet along the north property line of 608 Third Street to a point; 

Then south 1?0 feet to a point in the north right of way of Bradshaw Street; 

Then east 190 feet along the north right of way of Bradshaw to a point; 

Then north 910 feet to the point of beginning.

BOUNDARY.JUSTIFICATION

North of the district are vacant lots and Clear Creek which forms the boundary of 
the present City Limits. West of the district are more modern commercial buildings 
and vacant areas where buildings have been removed. The houses left in this area 
are gradually being converted to commercial buildings and have lost much of their 
architectural integrity. South of the district are the railroad tracks with an over 
pass at Third Street. The area bordering the railroad tracks is devoted to light 
industry. East of the district is the same pattern of transitional buildings found 
west of the district. No groupings of houses like those found on Washington, Main 
and Third can be found in these adjacent areas.
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