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S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y : 

Essex 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y D A T E 

\ i . NAME 

.3 

C O M M O N ; 

Hammond Museup 
A N D / O R H 1ST O Rl C : 

Abbadia Mare 
LOCATION 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

G l o u c e s t e r 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

S i x t h 
S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

C O D E C O U N T Y ; 

RFisex, , , , . . „ „ . . „ 

C O D E S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 09.^ 

C O U N T Y ; 

RFisex, , , , . . „ „ . . „ 002 
3. CLASSfFlCATtON 

U 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 
A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t g B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc tu re 

• Object 

• Public 

0 P r i v a t e 

• Both 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

• In P rocess 

f y j B e i n g Cons ide red 

Sn Occup ied 

1 1 U noccup ied 

1 1 P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o q r e s r 

Y e s : 

1 ^ R e s t r i c t e d 

• U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESEN T USE (Cfieck One or More as Appropriate) 

I 1 A g r i c u l t u r a l 

[ I Commerc ia l 

E d u c a t i o n a l 

5 ^ En te r ta inment 

I I Government 

1 I I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

[ST] Museum 

• Park 

[ I P r i v a t e Res idence 

[ 1 R e l i g i o u s 

S c i e n t i f i c 

Q Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

i I Comments 

[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

lU 
Hammond Museum, I n c . 

lU S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

UJ The Roman C a t h o l i c Archbishop o f Boston 2121 Commonwealth A v p m i p 

(/> C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

Boston Massachusetts 02135 125 
5. tOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Essex Coxinty Reg i s t ry o f Deeds 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Federal Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Salem 
6. REPRESENTATION IN EX 1ST IN G SURVEYS 

Massachusetts 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of His t o r i c Assets of the Commonwealth 
D A T E O F SU R V E Y : 1971 • Fede ra l [ 3 State 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

lunty-^ "^fn Lo'cif<y^ 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

40 Rparon Strpph 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 



Exce I lent • Good • Fa i r 

( C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

' A j . " , • A l t e r e d K U n a l t e r e d 

(Check One) 

n Mo Ori gino I Si te 

C O N ^ i n O N 

Vo- ^ 
feSC^BE T I - ! , ^ " R f ( E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

//,4̂ b€i',̂ '̂ Ŝ n̂d Museum property, comprising approximately six and one half 
" ^acir^^''faces the ocean on the Magnolia Shore. Often called "Hammond Castle", 

the building i s on a height overlooking the reef of Norman's Woe, the locale 
of Longfellow's "The Wreck of the Hesperus". This s i t e was chosen fo r i t s 
•unimpeded view across Gloucester Bay. The Museum has no near neighbors and 
is set back about two hundred yards from Hesperus Avenue. This i s the only 
street i n the area, other than access roads to the large estates spaced 
far apart and b u i l t between 1900 and 1930. 

/ 
The Museum was constructed i n 1925-1928. John Jay HammQnd,Jr. was essent­
i a l l y his own architect with technical assistance from the arc h i t e c t u r a l 
f i r m of Allen, Collins and W i l l i s , Boston. Though the building i s i n no 
recognized s t y l e , i t i s "medieval" i n feeling and in t e n t i o n . I t i s composed 
i n part, of structures and sections of structures purchased by Mr. Hammond 
i n Spain, France, and I t a l y and transported to the s i t e . I t was Hammond's 
intention to depict Europe as i t was up to the sixteenth century. However, 
his juxtaposition of arc h i t e c t u r a l periods and styles, from the Roman to the 
Gothic and Renaissance which sometimes constitute part of the same structure 
i s i n t e r e s t i n g but confusing. 

The building i s essentially divided into four parts, with Mr. Hammond's 
laboratories and o f f i c e at the northern end i n a modern wing, now containing 
the administration o f f i c e s . Adjoining t h i s i s the Tower, then the Great 
Hall and, at the southern end, the "Spanish baronial" residence. 

The French building (the Tower) represents a 12th century f o r t i f i e d keep 
with four corner towers, each two hundred feet high. I t i s entered by 
crossing a "medieval" drawbridge to a Gothic-arched doorway. 

The central portion of the structure (the Great Hall) i s a conscious 
i m i t a t i o n of the transept of the Cathedral of San Nazaire i n Carcassonne, 
France. This room, with i t s Gothic d e t a i l , i s s i x t y feet by one hundred 
feet. The famous pipe organ designed by Mr. Hammond i s placed i n an 
abutting eighty f i v e foot tower which opens i n t o the Great H a l l , affording 
ideal acoustics. 

Adjoining the Great Hall i s a glass-roofed courtyard with a Roman pool 
and columns surrounded by gall e r i e s and 15th century French housefrents. 
Beyond the courtyard are the two-story l i v i n g quarters, including a 
Gothic bedroom, a medieval refectory and a S i c i l i a n room. A l l these rooms 
contain a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l s and furnishings dating from,the 12th to the 
17th centuries. 

The exterior walls are stone and are decorated with gargoyles and other 
medieval ornamentation. In general, the fenestration i s an adaption of 
pointed Gothic. The perpendicular exterior wall which terminates the 
transept of the Great Hall contains a rose window and was deliberately 
constructed to give the impression of a ruined cathedral. Flying buttresses 
support the southeast w a l l . The sloping roofs of both the Great Hall and 
the "Spanish manor" are of slate, with conical towers and stone chimneys 
surmounting the l a t t e r . 

m 
m 

z 

H 
TO 

n 

o 
z 



16: 

u 

Q£ 

, 1 -

i / > 

Z 

UJ 

u 

SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD ('Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n • 1 6 t h C e n t u r y 

n 1 5 t h C e n t u r y • 1 7 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 8 t h C e n t u r y 

1 9 t h C e n t u r y 

ffl 2 0 t h C e n t u r y 

S P E C I F I C D A T E ( S ) ( I f A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1 8 8 8 ^ 1 9 6 5 : 1 9 2 5 — 1 9 2 8 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

[ I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e ' 

p r | A r c h i t e c t u r e 

29 Art 

I 1 C o m m e r c e 

[ X ] C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

[ 1 E d u c a t i o n 

I I E n g i n e e r i n g 

( I I n d u s t r y 

PC| I n v e n t i o n 

[ 3 ] L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

i I L i t e r a t u r e 

[ 5 M i l i t a r y 

M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

n R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l o s o p h y 

[ x ] S c i e n c e 

n S c u l p t u r e 

[ I S O C I O l / H u m o n -

i t o r i o n 

• T h e o t e r 

! i T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

[ I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Hammond Museum, Gloucester, was b u i l t by the late John Jay Hammond, 
Jr., (1888-1965), inventor and genius i n electronics. His father, having 
made a tremendous fortune i n the discovery of African gold and diamond 
f i e l d s with Cecil Rhodes, contributed f i n a n c i a l l y to his son's experiments 
These resulted i n the development of remote control by radio and many 
devices for radio communications. By 1916 Hammond held over 100 patents 
of m i l i t a r y and c i v i l value. He invented a l i g h t incendiary bomb i n 1914, 
a seleniTom c e l l which was the f i r s t step toward radar, single d i a l radio 
tuning, telephone amplification and made substantial contributions to 
the development of the modern radio tube. During World War I I Hammond 
was active i n development of various national defense projects, including 
a variable p i t c h airplane propeller. I n 1961 he worked on a project f o r 
broadcasting from a single station to any part of the world and into 
outer space. One of Hammond's main interests was music and i t served as 
a stiimalus f o r additional projects, such as the pipe organ he developed 
with the help of such friends as Serge Koussevitsky, Igor Stravinsky, 
and Leopold Stokowski. His genius was recognized world-wide, as evidenced 
by the many high positions he held and by the honorary degrees and variety 
of awards he received. 

The Museum may be considered a unique example of a r i c h American eccentric'^ 
regard for what he consideredjto be his European c u l t u r a l heritage. Possiblv 
the only building of i t s kind i n the United States with the m u l t i p l i c i t y 
of contents, i t r e f l e c t s Mr. Hammond's serious i f rather eclectic and 
vminformed i n t e r e s t i n a r t . In large part he intended his castle to 
exemplify the influence of the Church on a r t , p a r t i c u l a r l y during what 
he considered to be the medieval period. There i s l i t t l e attempt at 
cu r a t o r i a l order, and anachronisms abound. 

The Musê um i s an astonishing and i n some ways touching embodiment of the 
American dream as expressed by men of wealth, accomplishment and energy. 
Hammond's "Castle" i s one of the few remaining manifestations^ 
intense, turn-of-the-century individualism. 
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Witham, Corinne B. The Hammond Castle Guide Book. Cambridge, 1966. 

C. 100 patents i n the name of John Hays Hammond, Jr., U.S. Patent Office, 
Washington, D.C. 
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11. FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

Elizabeth Reed Amadon. State Survey Director 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

D A T E 

10/17/72 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

40 Beacon Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

,B,oston 
12. STATE LlAfSON OFFICER CtRttFlCATldN 

As the designated State Liaispn Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State g Local • 

Name 

F. X. DAVOREN, Secretary of 
the^iommonwealth and Chairman of 

"̂ "̂̂  tha Massachusetts Historical 
Commission 

Date -^P^il 1573 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 025 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Ollice ol Archeology anfl historic Preservation 

Date 

ATTEST: 

Keeper Oi 

Date I 

GPO 931.894 
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Form 10-301 
(July 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N A N D / O R H I S T O R I C NUMERIC CODE (Aaalgned by NPS) 

Hammond Museum IWY 8 19̂5 
2. LOCATION 
S T A T E C O U N T Y T O W N 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s Essex G l o u c e s t e r 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

80 Hesperus Avenue 
3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E 

U . S . G . S . 
G l o u c e s t e r , MA 

D A T E 

1960 

S C A L E 

1:24,000 ^<ry\\TT4T>^ 
R E Q U I R E M E N T S : P R O P E R T Y B O U N D A R I E S , W H E R E R E Q U I R E D . A N D N O R T H A R R O W -

G P O 9 3 2 . 0 1 0 





A R C H D I O C E S E O F B O S T O N 

2 1 2 1 C O M M O N W E A L T H A V E N U E 

B R I G H T O N , M A S S A C H U S E T T S 0 2 I 3 5 

O F F I C E O F T H E C A R D I N A L 

March 28, 1973 

Mrs. Elizabeth Amadon 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
I4O Beacon Street 
Soston, Massachusetts 

Beax Mrs. Amadon: 

As you know, we are vitally interested in expediting ciction on our 
request to have the Hammond Museum in Gloucester listed in the 
National Hegister of Historic Buildings and. Places. You will recall 
that our i n i t i a l request for this i s dated the 5th of October, 1972. 
Our internal planning has proceeded on the assumption that a decision 
on our request would be resû hed within a period of not more than five 
or six months, a period, as you will note, that has expired. 

We have discussed with officials of an interested city, participation 
of the Musexim in a coming Tricentennial of the City and the place that 
the Museiim may have as a tourist attraction in the plans for the economic 
revitalization of the City. These matters, as you will appreciate, tend 
towards complications. Many of the decisions which must be reached 
depend on official recognition of the Museum via listing in the National 
Register. I am sure you will understand £LLSO that decisions by the City 
must be made part of the politicsil process which, in itself, i s extremely 
time-consuming. We would like to siaggest therefore that the staff of 
the Register in Vsishinj^on be requested to expedite a decision on the 
application and that we be informed of the results as soon as convenient. 

We do wish to thank you for your very understanding interest in this 
matter. We can only say to you that we understand completely the 
difficulties occasioned by lack of staff both in Boston and in 
Washington. 

With best wishes, I am -

Sincerely yours in Our Lord, 

Archbishop of Boston 



6^ S^efyrelo/y^ 

omniiiiion, 

40 Beacon Street 
y^c i fon . U / a i i . 02/08 

(617) 727-8470 

A p r i l 20, 1973 

National Register of Histo r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Attention: Mr, Jerry Rogers CERTIFIED MAIL 

Dear Jerry; 

Enclosed i s the National Register nomination f o r : 

Essex County, Gloucester, Hammond Museim 

This has been declared e l i g i b l e f o r submission by the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the State Review Board, and has been signed 
by Secretary of the Commonwealth John F.X. Davoren, Chairman of the 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission and designated State Liaison 
Officer. The attached l e t t e r from His Eminence Humberto Cardinal 
Medeiros, Archbishop of Boston indicates the importance of t h i s 
s\abmission being processed as soon as possible, as Gloucester i s 
now celebrating i t s 350th anniversary. We would appreciate i t i f 
you would expedite the Hainmond Museum sxibmission. 

With thanks. 

Sincerely, 

/ 
Robert B. Rettig 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 



B WASQ-9 
• (Nov. 1966) 

ITATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR • 
NATIONAL PARK SERVIf̂ C ' 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

F O L L O W - U P S L I P 
Date 

j j Cu*̂  *̂-tX /ok tA>cl̂  " i v A ^ >Ĵ At/y. 

^^^K>r TO BE FILEl Signature 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE tP\SSflCH0SSTT5 

Date Entered MAY 8 ^ 

Name Location 

m 

C 

South End District 

Bassaond Castla 

GloucQster City call 

Brattla (Kllliam) HOUM 

Bosston 
Suffolk County 

Gloucester 
Essex County 

Gloucester 
Essex County 

Cambridge 
Middlesex County 

The House of Seven Gables Historic Saleo 
Esse:: County Distrlot 

Bala (Edward Everett) Boos* 

Lane (Job) 

(Eoxbury) Boston 
Suffolk County 

Bedford 
Middlesex County 

04 

Also Notified 
Bon. Edward M. Kennedy 
non. Edward w. Brooke 
Bon. JoJaj ftoakloy 
Itoa. itichaal J . Harrington 
Kon. Thoaaa P. O'Kcil l , J r . 
Ron. Paul Cronin 

Director, Northeast Region 

State Kiot' ic Preservation Officer 
Kon. John i'. X. Davoren 
Socretary of the ConaaonwRalth 
Chainaon, I4a«saclaisotta Historical 

CoaBoission 
40 Beacon Street 
Dooton, Kassachusetts 02103 



FY80 AFPLICATION REVIEK CHECKLIST 

City/Town: J^/*<J.^J>^Z^ Project Name: ^-^^•^•i^K^r.K^ ( i > ^ 

Applicant: ̂ ^,jcMy^ ^^/tT^xHT^r Owner: t^nM^^-v-o^ /UM^JM^ 
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1. GRANT ADMINISTRATION 
A. Local Project Coordinator: — ' i — ' v. 

B. Signature Authority 

1) Contracts: / / X ^ / ^ i ^ / ^ ^ ^ - ^ — / 
2) Preservation Restriction: ^ ^/S>&^^J^ 'T^'^^-''^^^*^, 

3) Certify/Disburse Funds: Cr>.Uy<^ , . ^> 2-/^^ 

B. Preservation Consultant ^JLuj-cr^-tf- /i-»-c_«. 

1) Resume: ~ _ 

2) Supervision: 

3) Other Consultants "Listed: ^tffijL^/O.^I£i^^ 

1) Prepared by: J . 0 > M Z l / ' 33 < f i t i ^ ^ tP^ . 

2) Signators: ^L^-yt^cyy^.^-K^ /CU^o^^a^ ^ 

D. Matching Share Statement 

1) Donor: */^r>u.*ecJQl|^ 

2) Source : ^W^ut/ iJdftrm*/4enA 

3) Kind: 

4) Amount # 35", 

^'jasas/s) Date Available: 
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7) Firm Commitments: 

^,trZie>Z) Match = NFS? 

E. Cash Flow Statement - ^ 
1) Financing Method: ?H..-u./W ^ .-̂  

2) Partial Payment Requested? f-^ f2^yi„».<:/ /L^UJU^ 

F. Flood Insurance Statement 
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1) Certif i c a t i o n i 

2) Individual 

I. Contractor Selection '^/rmP/x^ti(z*<tc.^ 

Comment on Administration: J 


