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\i. NAME
COMMON ;

Hammaond Museup
AN D/ OR H1STORIC:

Abbadia Mare
LOCATION

STREET ANDNUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Gloucester Sixth
STATE cope COUNTY; CODE
Massachusetts 09.A RFisex,,,,.. 002
3. CLASSfFICATtON
ACCESSIBLE
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check  One) TO THE PUBLIC
District g Building *  Public Public Acquisition: Sn  Occupied Yes:
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. Object * Both fyj Being Considered 1 1 Preservation work
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I 1 Agricultural I I Government Park Q Transportation i 1 Comments
[ I Commercial 1 | Industrial [ | Private Residence Other (Specify)
Educational Military [ 1 Religious
57 Entertainment [ST] Museum Scientific
[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:
Hammond Museum, Inc.

IU STREET AND NUMBER:

uJ The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Boston

(/> CITY OR TOWN:
Boston
5. tOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Essex Coxinty Registry of Deeds

STREET AND NUMBER:

Federal Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Salem
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DATE OF SURVEY: 1971 Federal
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

STREET AND NUMBER:
- A0, Reaen Strpph

Boston

2121 Commonwealth Avpmip

STA TE: CODE

125

M assachusetts 02135

Massachusetts

[3 state [unty-~ "~fn Lo'cif<y”

STATE:

Massachusetts



(Check One)

Exce | lent . Good . Fair I | Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONTInON (Check  One) (Check  One)
VOr , N +  Altered K  Unaltered n M Origino | Site
feSC"BE TI-1,A""Rf(ESENT AND ORIGINAL (il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

[T, 4" M A \d Museumpr operty, conprising approximtely six and one half

" Macir®'"faces t heocean ont heMgnolia Shore. Often called "Hamond Castle",
the building i son a height overlookingthereef of Norman's We, t he locale
of Longfellow s "The Weck of t heHesperus". This site was chosen for its
suni npeded view across G oucester Bay. The Miseumhas no near nei ghbors and
is set back about twohundred yards from Hesperus Avenue. This i stheonly
street i nthearea, other than access roads tothelarge estates spaced
far apart andbuilt between 1900 and 1930.

/

The Miseumwas constructed i n1925-1928. John Jay Hanm@hd, Jr. was essent -
ially his own architect with technical assistance fromthearchitectural
firm of Allen, Collins andW llis, Boston. Though thebuilding i sin no

recogni zed style, i ti s"medieval" i nfeeling andintention. | ti sconposed
in part, of structures and sections of structures purchased by M. Hanmond
in Spain, France, andltaly andtransportedt othesite. | twas Hammond' s

intention t odepict Europe as it was up t ot hesixteenth century. However,
his juxtaposition of architectural periods andstyles, fromtheRonan t o t he
Got hi ¢ and Renai ssance which sonetinmes constitute part of t he sane structure
is interesting but confusing.

The building i sessentially divided into four parts, with M. Hammond' s

| aboratories andoffice at thenorthern endi na nodern wing, nowcontaining
the administration offices. Adjoiningthis i stheTower, then t he Geat
Hall and, at t he southern end, t he "Spanish baronial" residence.

The French building (the Tower) represents a 12th century fortified keep
with four corner towers, each twohundred feet high. | ti sentered by
crossing a "medieval" drawbridge t oa Gothic-arched doorway.

The central portion of thestructure (the Great Hall) i sa conscious
imtation of thetransept of t heCathedral of San Nazaire i nCarcassonne,
France. This room with itsGothic detail, i ssixty feet by one hundred
feet. The fanous pipe organ designed by M. Haomond i s placed i n an

abutting eightyfive foot tower which opens into theGreat Hall, affording
i deal acoustics.

Adjoining theGreat Hall i sa glass-roofed courtyardwith a Ronan pool
and colums surrounded by galleries and 15th century French housefrents.
Beyond t hecourtyard aret hetwo-story living quarters, including a

Got hic bedroom a medieval refectory anda Sicilian room Al | these roons

contain architectural details andfurnishings dating fromthe 12th to t he
17th centuries.

The exterior walls arestone and are decorated with gargoyles andother

medi eval ornamentation. | ngeneral, thefenestration i san adaptionof
pointed Gothic. The perpendicular exterior wall which termnates t he
transept of theGreat Hall contains a rose wi ndow andwas deliberately
constructed t ogive theinmpression of a ruined cathedral. Flying buttresses
support thesoutheast wall. The slopingroofs of both theGeat Hall and

the "Spanish nmanor" areof slate, with conical towers and stone chimeys
surmounting thelatter.



16 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (‘Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian . 16th Century . 18th Century fil 20th Century
n 15th Century . 17th Century 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1888"1965: 1925—1928
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [ 1 Education . Political [ 1 Urban Planning
[ | Prehi storic I | Engineering n Religion/Phi. Other (Specify)
Historic (I Industry losophy
I | Agriculture’ PC| Invention [x] Science
pr| Architecture [3] Landscape n Sculpture
29 Art Architecture [ I SOCIO I/Humon-
I 1 Commerce i | Literature itorion
[X] Communications [5 Military . Theoter

I I Conservation . . :
Music ! i Transportation

The Hammond Museum Gl oucester, was built by t helate John Jay Hammond,

Jr.,  (1888-1965), inventor and genius i nelectronics. Hisfather, having
nmade a trenmendous fortune in thediscovery of African gold and di amond
fields with Cecil Rhodes, contributed financially tohis son's experiments
These resulted i nt hedevel opment of remote control by radio and nany
devices for radio communications. By 1916 Hanmond hel d over 100 patents

of mlitary and civil value. He invented a light incendiary bonb i n 1914,
a seleniTomcell which was thefirst step toward radar, single dial radio
tuning, telephone amplification and nade substantial contributions to

the devel opnent of t henodern radio tube. During World VWar | | Hammond
was active i ndevel opment of various national defense projects, including
a variable pitch airplane propeller. 1 n1961he worked on a project for

broadcasting froma single station toany part of the world and into

outer space. ne of Hammond' s nain interests was nusic and i t served as
a stiimlus for additional projects, such as t hepipe organ he devel oped
with thehelp of such friends as Serge Koussevitsky, Igor Stravinsky,

and Leopold Stokowski. Hi s genius was recognized world-wi de, as evidenced
by the many high positions he held and by the honorary degrees and variety
of awards he received.

The Miseummay be considered a unique exanple of a rich American eccentric'”
regard for what he consideredjto be his European cultural heritage. Possiblv
the only building of itskind i ntheUnited States with themultiplicity

of contents, i treflects M. Hammond' s serious i f rather eclectic and

vm nformed interest i nart. I nlarge part he intended his castleto
exemplify theinfluence of theChurch on art, particularly during what

he considered t obe t hemedieval period. There i slittle attenpt at
curatorial order, and anachroni sns abound.

The Mise®umi s an astonishing and i nsonme ways touching enbodi nent of the
American dream as expressed by nmen of wealth, acconplishment and energy.
Hammond' s "Castle” i sone of thefewremaining manifestations”

intense, turn-of-the-century individualism

2/\



9 MVIORB BLI G3RAPH CAL FFERENCES
Wtham Corinne B. The Hanmond Castle Cui de Book. Canbridge, 1966.

C 100patents in thenane of John Hays Harmond, Jr., US Patent Office,
Washington, DC

m CECERRAPH CAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES L'"TITUPE AND I_ONGI"* JDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THti LINT"iR POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITU DE LON GI TUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NwW 42 ° 35 06 " 70 41 ' 3535
NE
SE
SL
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: [CRe aCres
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR CO m
COUNTY: I/\n m i
COUN TY: H
11. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND TITLE:

Elizabeth Reed Aradon. State Survey Director

ORGANIZATION DATE

Massachusetts Historical Conmi ssion 10/17/72

STREET AND NUMBER:

40 Beacon Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

B Massachusetts 025
12 s?ﬁtﬂ? LIAFfSON OFFICER CtRttFICATIdN NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaispn Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nominationis:

| hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Director, Ollice ol Archeology anfl historic  Preservation

National - State g Local .
Date
Name ATTEST:
F. X DAMIEN Secretary of
t he”i oomonweal t h and Chai r man of

"M'A tha Massachusetts Historical

Conmi ssi on Keeper O
Date -*PAil 1573 Date I

GO 931.8H4
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Aaalgned by NPS)
Hammond Museum WY 8 19%
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Massachusetts Essex Gloucester
STREET AND NUMBER
80 Hesperus Avenue
3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE DATE SCALE
U.S.G.S.
Gloucester, MA 1960 1:24,000 "<ry\\TT4T>"

REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED. AND NORTH ARROW-

GPO 93 2.010






ARCHDIOCESE OF BOSTON
2121 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE
BRIGHTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02135

OFFICE OF THE CARDINAL

March 28, 1973

Ms. Elizabeth Anadon

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
[40 Beacon Street

Sost on, Massachusetts

Beax Ms. Anadon:

As you know we are vitally interested i nexpeditingciction on our
request to have the Hanmond Miseumi n G oucester listed i nthe
National Hegister of Historic Buildingsad Places. You will recall
that our initial request for this i sdated the 5th of Cctober, 1972.
Qur internal planning has proceeded on the assunption that a decision
on our request would be resu*hed within a period of not nore than five
or sixnonths, a period, as you will note, that has expired.

W have discussed with officials of an interested city, participation

of the Misexiimi na comng Tricentennial of the City and the place that

the Miseiimnay have as a tourist attraction i nthe plans for the economc
revitalization of the City. These matters, as you will appreciate, tend
towards conplications. Mny of the decisions which nust be reached
depend on official recognition of the Miseumvi alisting inthe National
Register. | am sure you will understand £LLso that decisions by the City
nust be nade part of the politicsil process which, initself, i sextrenely
time-consumng. W would |ike to siaggest thereforethat the staff of

the Register inVsishinj®on be requested to expedite a decision on the
application and that we be inforned of the results as soon as convenient.

W do wish to thank you for your very understanding interest inthis
matter. V& can only say to you that we understand conpletely the

difficulties occasioned by lack of staff both inBoston and i n
Vashi ngt on.

Wth best wishes, | am -

Sincerely yours inQr Lord,

Archbi shop of Boston



omniiion,

y~cifon. U/aii. 02/08
40 Beacon Street (617)  727-8470

April 20, 1973

National Register of Historic Places
Departnment of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Attention: M, Jerry Rogers CERTI FI ED MAI L
Dear Jerry;

Enclosed is the National Register nomnation for:
Essex County, Gl oucester, Hammond Misei m

This has been declared eligible for submssion by the Massachusetts
Historical Commi ssion, the State Review Board, andhas been signed
by Secretary of the Commonweal th John F. X Davoren, Chairman of the
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion anddesignated State Liaison
Officer. Theattached letter from H s Em nence Hunmberto Cardi nal
Medeiros, Archbishop of Boston indicates the inportance of this
s\abm ssion being processed as soon as possible, as Gl oucester is
now celebrating its350th anniversary. V& would appreciate i t i f
you would expedite the Hainmond Miseumsxi bm ssion.

Wth thanks.
Sincerely,

/
Robert B. Rettig

Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
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ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE t P\ SSf | CHOSSTT5

Dat e Ent er ed MVAY 8

Nane
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Bassaond Cast | a
doucCster City call
Brattla (KIIliam HouUM

The House of Seven Gabl es Historic
Di strl ot

Bal a (Edward Everett) Boos*

Lane (Job)

Also Notified
Bon. Edward M. Kennedy
non. Edward w. Brooke
Bon. JoJag ftoakloy
Itoa. itichaal J. Harrington
Kon. Thoaaa P. O'Kcill, Jr.
Ron. Paul Cronin

Director, Northeast Region

N

Location

Bosst on
Suf f ol k Gounty

d oucest er
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d oucest er
Essex Gounty

Canbr i dge
M ddl esex Gounty

Sal eo
Esse:: (ounty

(Eoxbury) Boston
Suf fol k Gount y

Bedf or d
M ddl esex Gounty

State Kiot' ic Preservation Officer

Kon. John i'. X. Davoren

Socretary of the ConaaonwRdth

Chainaon, |4a«saclaisotta Historical
CoaBoisson

40 Beacon Street

Dooton, Kassachusetts 02103
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Gtyl/ Town: JIN/*<J.NI>NAZA Project Nane: N NRe N ARAP KA (] > A

Appl i cant: ™M jcMy* AN ETAXHTAr Omner: t"nMM-v-o* [UMNIMA
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1.  GANT ADM N STRATI CN
A Local Project Coordinator: = V.

B Signature Authority

1) Contracts: / J G A B

2) Preservation Restriction: * #NS&WI TAMIMNEN

3) Certify/ D sburse Funds: Cr>.Uy<” , b2
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2)  Supervision:
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1) Prepared by: J. O>MzI/ ' 33 <fitith tPr.

2) Signators: ALA-ytAeyy N A-KA /CUrMar A
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