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ARCH TECTURAL SI QNI CANCE (Describe inmportant architectural features and
evaluate interns of other buildingswithin comunity.)

The Produce Exchange i s a four story L-Shaped bl ock which occupies the busy intersection

of Chestnut and Lynan Streets, i tisconstructed of red brick andstands out because of its
yellow trim - storefronts, beltcourses andw de di amond patterned entablature. The 1899

bui I ding was extensively and expensively remodel ed i n 1926 and present|y provides aclear
reflection of that design. |t remains as one of the largest and nost intact blocks of its
period i n the downtown.

HSTCR CAL S GN H CANCE (Explainthe role owners played inlocal or state
history andhowthe building relates t othe devel opnent of the conmunity.)

The Produce Exchange Building possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials
and wor kmanship. Constructed in 1899 by Andrew Whitney, it was first referred to as the
city's produce exchange center in 1908, as such i t played an inportant role in the
city's conmercial history during the 20th century. The building neets criterion Aof the
National Register of Historic Places.

This block was first referred to as the Produce Exchange Building in 1908. | t has served
as the center of the Wolesale produce andfruit, with a great nunber of firms having
located here over the years. During the years of 1925 and 1926 an extensive renodeling
took place. $15,000 was expended to rebuild the facades on Chestnut and Lynan Streets.

The building srole as the center of the wholesale produde trade was appropriate to its
location close to the railroad freight yards. Thegrocery trade was a key aspect of the
local econony andrelied heavily onregular railroad service well into the 20th cenrtury.

B BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFEREINCES (nane of publication, author, date, and publisher)

Springfield Daily Republican, Decenber 30, 1899, p. 5
Bui I ding Departnent, Building Permts
Springfield Street Directories n
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