
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02108 

AREA FORM NO. ! 

3000 51 : 

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to l e f t side of form 

Photo number 

- I r 1 I 

' Town Springfield 

U Address ig^^.pp^ rhestniif,, 11-^-l ?S 1 yman St 

I - H i s t o r i c N a m e p ^ n H i m P F v n h ^ ^ n g p R i i r n H ^ 

' Original Owner Andrew Whitney^ 

Use: Present commercial 

SKETCH MP 
Show property's location i n relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
a l l buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north. 

Kecorded by jnnergan and Fred riark ed by 
Candace Jenkins (MHC) 

O r g a n i z a t i o n c;p^,-n^f,-plH Hi.;1-nrira1 Pnmmi c;.; i on 

Qate 1979 

Original commercial 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1899 

Source SDR, 12-30-99, p. 5 

Style 20th century Commercial Facade 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric brick 

Outbuildings none 

Major alterations (with dates) 

new facade 1926 

Moved Date 

Approx. acreage pnp acre nr IPSS . 

S e t t i n g iirh;^n o o n t p y t ; nomipip«^ nnrnpr 

l o r a t i o n a t Chp^itmit and I yman; pid^^r.e.nf t ( 

r a i l r o a d and f r p i g h t warphniisp.s. 

Assessor ' s Map # 1 6 
UTM Reference: 18/699130/4664260 
Springfield South Quadrangle(Staple additional sheets here) 

-h rtiailBi'-" 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community.) 

The Produce Exchange i s a four story L-Shaped block which occupies the busy intersection 
of Chestnut and Lyman Streets, i t is constructed of red brick and stands out because of i t s 
yellow trim - storefronts, beltcourses and wide diamond patterned entablature. The 1899 
building was extensively and expensively remodeled in 1926 and presently provides a clear 
reflection of that design. I t remains as one of the largest and most intact blocks of i t s 
period in the downtown. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played i n local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

The Produce Exchange Building possesses integrity of location, design, setting,materials 
and workmanship. Constructed in 1899 by Andrew Whitney, i t was f i r s t referred to as the 
city's produce exchange center in 1908; as such i t played an important role in the 
city's commercial history during the 20th century. The building meets criterion A of the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

This block was f i r s t referred to as the Produce Exchange Building in 1908. I t has served 
as the center of the Wholesale produce and f r u i t , with a great number of firms having 
located here over the years. During the years of 1925 and 1926 an extensive remodeling 
took place. $15,000 was expended to rebuild the facades on Chestnut and Lyman Streets. 

The building's role as the center of the wholesale produde trade was appropriate to i t s 
location close to the railroad freight yards. The grocery trade was a key aspect of the 
local economy and relied heavily on regular railroad service well into the 20th cenrtury. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date, and publisher) 

Springfield Daily Republican, December 30, 1899, p. 5 
Building Department, Building Permits 
Springfield Street Directories ^ 

lOM - 7/82 



SfATIONAL R E G I S T E R OF HISTORIC P L A C E S 

Ji«H«« S t a t M 
National Paifc Sarries 

EVALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 

Produce Exchange Building (Downtown Springfield  
MRA) 
Hampden County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

resubmission 
nomination by psrson or local govarnmant 
ownar objaction 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: sample raquest , appeal 

Working N4. y//A>/^-y3tf^ 
Fad. Rag. Data: 
Data Dua- / t -AA - / V > , y j p x -
Action: ACCEPT _ 

R E J E C T 
Fadaral Agancy: 

NR decision 

Raviawar's commants: 

Racom. /Cri ter ia 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Data 

aaa continuation sheet 

•Nomination raturnad for: d_ .technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussad balow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. O w n e r of Property 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. P e s c r i p t l o n 

summary paragraph 
compieteness 
clarity 
a Iterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

Immmm ml tfwmmtmtf Clint < 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
elar i ty 
-epplicable c r i te r ia 
jus t i f i ca t ion of areas 

checiced 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of in tegr i ty 

to significance 
Just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major B ib l iograph ica l R e f e r e n c e s 

^ 1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l Data 

11 . Form P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

ityJlMM i «(Ma p>»pi l| mmm mm mmm Im-

•I _ mmtt toct 

I HIMNrtc Pmmmfvmmm^ OHmm m^mtun 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning th is nomination may be directed to 

Signed L ^ X V f ^ r ^ - f r < ^ natP / V ^ ^ V / J ? - Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Item may be con t inued on an at tached sheet 



NPS Forni 10-900-a 
(7-S1) EXP;, 1(7/31/84 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Regis ter of Histor ic P l a c e s 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page ^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Downtown Springfield Multiple Resource Area  
State MA 

Nomination/Tj,'pe of Reviev/ Date/Signature 

. 21. cutler and Porter Block ^ ^ " ^ / " ^ f , ^ <^eper Q / . / ^ ^ - A ) ^ > 

. Attest 

22. Produce Exchange Building S ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ e ^ j ^ (^eper n L M ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ V ^ V ^ 3 

ftihataufclXQ Review determined Eligible 1 TV ~ , 
23 Edisonia Theater Block**^"" . r——trppnpp ' A, / LX. i jrAi/w*. 

/MER OBJECTiqii ^^^^ f ^ T ^ ^ ^ pip 

-Attest 
Uj;feL3LQ Review jgefe 

DOE/OWNER ' 

Attest 

Attest 

^24. Baystate Corset Block Bnterea In the h^pev ,0<UA^'<--'.,^.^AK^ 

25. Smith's Building g^^^tantlve. Hevla« Keeper i a ^ A U A t j J l 

Attest „ 
If et ermlned EligiPlo 

^25 Y.W.C.A. Building ^ibfliaatisa fieyiea ^ 

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION """^ 
Attest 

Driscol l ' s Block -

Attest 

Fitzgerald's Stearns Entered in the :,AUL/PS 
Square Block National Eeglater fKeeper ^j.M.y^.,/:^^^^<^ ^^7^-^ 

Attest 

v^9. Trinity Block "Entered In the fl^eoer .Q^LxM-^-^^^A^'-y^^ 
National Ee«fts*B«! t ' t^vtr-^— r j - - ^ 

Attest 

'30. Kellogg's Envelope Block . Keeper S. ^ 

Attest 



A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S £VALUAT10N / RETURN S H c 

•^•4 Stataa 
Itlenal Paft ttrrtct 

Produce Exchange Building (Downtown Springfield 
MRA) 

Hampden County 

MASSACHUSETTS 

raaubmission 
nomination by parson or iocai govarnmant 
ownar objaction 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: sample raquest 

Working No. //y/ufi^_2AZj 
Fad. Reg. Data 
D a t a Qua: 
Act ion: A C C E P T 

Entered in the RETURN 
national Beglste*— REJECT. 

Fadaral Agency: 

appeal NR decision 

Raviawar's commanta: 

Racom. /Cr i ter ia 
Raviawar 
Diacipiina 
Data 

aaa continuation sheet 

• Nomination raturnad for: . tact^nical corrections cited beiow 
substantive raasons discussad balow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. O w n e r of Proper ty 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

summary parsgraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations integrity 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

summary paragraph 
compie teness 
Clar i ty 
•eppi icabia c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of araas 

ct iacked 
ralat ing signif icance to 

the rasourca 
context 
re lat ionship of i n teg r i t y 

to s igni f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
othar 

9. Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concerning th is nominat ion may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone : 202 272 - 35 C 
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