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1. Name

higoric South Parish Meetin.o House

andor common Chestnut  Hill Meeting House fipT-cS Ty
2. Location

dregt & number  Corneir-pfAChestnut Sti7e€r?'and Thayer St*eet-3. not for publication
city, town Millville V,c . n/a vyicinity of
state MA code 25 county Worcester code 027
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X. private X unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment X religious (occasional
object in process X yes:restricted government scientific
nfa_ being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner off Property

name  Chestnut Hill Meeting House and Cenetery Association c/o Joseph A Costa
street & nunber Legg Street RD 1
city, tomn Bl ackstone n/a vicinity of daeMA 01504

5. Location off Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Registry of Deeds

Sreet & number 2 Main Street

city, town Worcester state MA 01604

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Historic Araerican Building Survey hes this property been determined digible? yes no
Survey #122 MA 20 Sheets
date 1935 x federd Sate county locd

depository for survey records  Library "or congressi*pfints & Fnocograph Division, Archltectual
Col Tection

ity, t
ety fown WaohlHgton, D.C.- state



7> Description south Parish Meetinghouse, Millville

Cpndition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated A unaltered original site
good ruins altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present andoriginal (if known) physical appearance

The Chestnut Hill Meetinghouse i sa late Georgian style building of tinber frame
construction. Themeeting house, which was constructed i n1769, i sa tw and a
half story structure of rectangular plan with a gable roof. Thebuilding i sfive
bays wi de by four bays deep andhas dimensions of 40' x 35'. To theeast of the
meetinghouse i sa small burying ground, separated from t he nmeetinghouse by an iron
fence. Thebuilding andit sburying ground occupy an open, grassy site of approx-
mately two acres. Located approximately IMmiles north of thecurrent town center
of Millville, a small suburban/industrial town ontheBlackstone River, the Chestnut
Hi || Meetinghouse andburying ground are set amdst an area of dispersed late 20th
century residences, vacant agricultural land and woodl ands of recent growth.
EXTER CR FEATURES

The roof of themeetinghouse i sof noderate slope andsheathed with white cedar
shingles, applied i n1966. A small brick chimey, built i nthe 1860's for a

wood stove, rises from theridge at theeast endof thestructure. Butted wood
clapboards, painted white, cover the walls of t heneetinghouse, which ar e enframed
with plain cornerboards, watertable anda sinple cornice. The foundations are of
drylaid, uncoursed granite andfieldstone. There i snocellar or craw space.

The principal elevationi sthesouth facade, which contains nine double hungl12/12
sash arranged symmetrically around a central entrance. Thefrontispiece consists

of double leaved doors (panelled, m d19thcentury replacements) set within a plain
case ornanmented with applied moldings rising toa central keystone block. Fluted
pilasters with rusticated bases andbearing rosettes i nthefreize flank the entrance
and support a deep triangular pediment. The pedinment features anelaborately nol ded
dentilated cornice whose details areechoed i na secondary cornice within thepedinent.

h theeast and west elevations are secondary entrances and eight 12/12 double hung sashin an
asymmetrical arrangement. . The secondary entrances areset within pedimented, pilastered
enframenmeni s of sinmpler design than theprincipal entrance. The entrances contain
single-leaved, panelled doors of md-19th century date. Thenorth elevation contains

a double rowof four 12/12 wi ndows set i nthetw end bays. Centered between t he first
and second story windows i sa |arge 15/15 doubl e hungw i ndow surnounted by round arched f an
containing eight lights., Thew ndow illuminates thepulpit onthelnterior. All of

the windows i nt heneetinghouse have a sinple architrave; with theexception of those
which intersect thecornice, all have splayed lintels. Sash onnobst of the w ndows

are Greek Revival replacements with characteristic narrow, deepnuntiners: onlythe

pul pit window retains itsorglnal Georgian sash.

| NTER CR FEATURES

The meetinghouse interior consists of thetwo-story auditorium space with 26 box
pews, second story galleries onthree sides andan el aborately treated, raised

pul pit with canopy. | nplan, theinterior i sasinple rectangle, with theprimry
entrance onthelong (south) wall, opposite thepulpit. Visible fram ng menbers
include 8" x 8" gunstock corner andintermediate posts. Thewalls are of
lime plaster over accordion lath andretain beaded wainscot onthefirst floor, with
plain pine wainscot i nthegallery. Boxed staircases leading tothegallery occupy
the southeast andsouthwest corners. Thecelling i sfinished with beaded, matched
boards installed ca 1900. Theroof framng Incorporates king post trusses anda N
common purlin framng system n n
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Notabl e features of the interior are the raised pulpit and the box pews. The pulpit

is Georgian in style and consists of a raised rectangular enclosure on the north wall;
this rests on a panelled rectangular base and is surmounted by a five sided flate canopy.
The pulip is entered via a nine step staircasewith turned balusters. The pulpit itself
features a three sided lecternwith arched, raised panels and a Doric freize of triglyphs.
To the rear of the lecternis the round-arched pulpit wi ndow, which is set ina Kkey-
stoned architrave with paneled pilasters and framed by fluted pilasters and a Doric
freize of triglyphs and metopes. The freize of the canopy also incorporates triglyphs
and netopes. The pilasters, entablature and metopes of the pulpit are marbleized while
all other surfaces of the pulpit are grain painted.

The box pews are of pegged construction with raised panels termnating in a turned
spindle freize capped wtih a beaded rail. Most of the pew doors retain butterfly
hinges affixed wtih |eather squares and rosehead clinch nails. The gallery seating
is of unfinished red oak boards.

BURY! NG GROUND

The Chestnut Hill Burying Gound is bounded on three sides by stone walls and on the
fourth side by an iron fence. These enclose a level, open plain of approximately one
acre, just south of the Chestnut Hill Meetinghouse.

There are approximately 302 stones in the burying ground. Twenty of these date from

the 18th century, 200 from the 19th century, and 82 from the 20th century. There are
few footstones and five nonunents or obelisks. Mst of the stones are of slate or
marbl e, but a few granite and four fieldstone gravestones are also present. The earliest
stone in the burying ground is that of Jonna Benton, wo died March 4, 1773, in the
fifth month of her marriage. The latest stone was erected in 1982,  The decorative
carvings on the markers are typical for the 19th century and include a nunber of urns
and willows; with other sinmpler engraved slabs. A few other stones with romantic motifs,
such as anchors, lanbs, and pointing fingers are interspersed among these. There are
very few stones with 18th century motifs, such as skulls and cherubs. The condition

of the markers ranges from fair to good. Lichen and noss cover the fronts of nany

mar kers; sone sl ate headstones have been affected by spalling. There are a few markers
with broken tops. Marble surfaces are pitted.

The Chestnut Hill Cemetery is the resting place for many generations of promnent
Millville fam lies including the Benson, Benton, Esty, Thayer, Aldrich, Hajrward, Taylor,
Tourtelotte, Darling, Taft, Daniels, Legg, Albee, and Hill Famlies. Mst of these
fam lies lived in the Chestnut Hill area and contributed to the growth of the town

of Millville on the Blackstone River at the base of Chestnut Hill. Sone are associated
with the local mlls: Benoni Benson founded a gristmill in 1771. In 1857, RH Hill
owied a woolen mill on Millville Island. PS Thayer, by 1854, was in charge of the
Millville postal service. In 1871, Doctor Soutlvick was the town physician. Today
several Millville streets are named after the deceased buried on Chestnut Hill.



8. Signifficance South Parish Meetinghouse, Millville

Period Areas ef Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture  ? religion
1400-1499 X archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture education military social/

_Xx. 1700-1799 _art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation

invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1769 Builder/Architect unknown

Statenent of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Chestnut Hill Meetinghouse i san intact late Georgian style rural meetinghouse
dating from 1769. | ti ssignificant forits excellent state of preservation and as
a rare surviving exanple of theearly New England meetinghouse type which i s char-
acterized by a central entranceon thelong wall, directly opposite thecentrally

| ocated pulpit. Historically, I tissignificant as thereligious center from 1769t o
1830 of the South Parish of Mendon, Millville's parent town. | ti sadditionally
significant as an object of early preservation advocacy (1896). The meetinghouse

site also contains theparish's a'iginal burying ground, used for burials continuously
since 1773. The Chestnut Hill Meetinghouse and burying ground possess integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feelings and association and neet
criteria A and C of the National Register on thestate level.

Architecturally, the meetinghouse i s one of approximately three dozen 18t hcentury neetl ng-
iiouses of its type surviving i nthestate of Massachusetts and a very rare exanple of an 18t}
century rural meetinghouse retaining themajority of its fabric intact and unrestored. The onl\
other exanple i nMassachusetts of conparable integrity of materials, etc. i stheRocky

Hill Meetinghouse (1785, NR 1972) i n Anmesbury, which postdates t he Chestnut Hill

meeti nghouse by 16 years. Oher similar meetinghouses i n New England includet he

Sandown (New Hanmpshire) meetinghouse (1773), the Rockingham (Verrmont) meetinghouse (1787)

and Saint Paul's, Wckford, Rhode Island (1707).

In design, the meetinghouse i sa typical exanple of theProtestant meetinghouse form

whi ch domi nated New Engl and ecclesiastical architecture i nthe 17th and 18th centuries.
The Chestnut Hill Meetinghouse i scharacteristic of this type, with a rectangular form
gabl e roof and sem -domestic appearance. | nplan, thebuilding i sentered on thelong
elevation with thepulpit located on theopposite long elevation.

O outstanding significance i sthenearly intact retention of the nmeetinghouse's
original exterior and Interior fabric and detailing. While a brick chimey and
exterior sashes and doors are 19th century additions or replacenments, all other

fram ng and exterior features date fromthe 1769 construction of thebuilding. The
auditoriumretains its 1769 interior intact: Included are box pews, galleries on
three sides, deacon's desk and high pulpit with sounding board. MNany surfaces retain
grained or marbleized painting.

Historically, MIlvillewas thelocation of a peripheral settlement of Mendon, one of
earliest settlements (1667) of Worcester County. Initial developnent of thearea
followed theclassic pattern of New England town formation. | n 1766, t hesouth part

of theFirst Precinct was set of f as t he South Precinct of Mendon. Two years later,

the church at Chestnut Hill was organized as theThird Parish i nMendon and t he following
year, thepresent meetinghouse was constructed. The Chestnut Hill neetinghouse remained
the religious focus of thecomunity through 1830, when t he church di sbanded.



9. iBiajor Bibliographical Refferences

Chestnut Hill Meeting House and Cenetery Association Record Book 1898-1942. p. 15.
Col ony Law 1762 t 0 1770 Vol | | p. 304 - Mendon Town Records | V.
Mendon, Massachusetts Proprietor Records 1667-1816. ;

Mendon Town Records Book I, 11,1V,

NPtrrilf, Tnhn G Mn  Anmis nf frhrm lovm Q£ Mondon 166Q 18801 PfeviJiLULL, R.I.. E.L. Freema
10. Geographical Data andco.,is8o.
Acreage of nominated property approxi mtely 2 acres (37,000 s.f.)

Quadrangle name Blackstone, Mass.-R.I. Quadrangle scale _ 1:25 OOP

UTM References

1218161212101 141615171313 10 |-

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

CUJII-I--II-IiI-- pDlif 1111 111 111 11
i-J JL F1,11 1 1. 1, 11

Gl | Hl1 1111, .1.1,! .1>,

Verbal boundary description and justification The nominated property is as indicated by the
heavy black line on the attached assessor's mg tltled"Chestnut Hill Meetinghouse and
Cemetery'-'and drawn at a scale of 1" = 2400'.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state N/A code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Sarah Zimmerman, Preservation Planning Director, with R. Chrlstppher Noonan,

nameftitle preservation consultant
organization Massachusetts Historical Conimlsslon date 7/25/84

street & number 294 Washington Street ., telephone . (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 02178
12. Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national _?/\state A local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Nationai Park Service. —

State Historic Preservation Officer mgnatu@ V|/\|XUJ|_ A_ U | M \ A

State Historic Preservatiion Offircer
title Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

For NPS use only

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

' Entered in .tSfll .
date

Aeper of the National Register

Atl te
Chief of Registration



NPS Fonn 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(3-82) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register off Historic Piaces received
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered
Continuation shest South Parish Meeting House  Item numbe 8 Page 1

Anmong t he factors influencing thechurch's dissolutionwere theintroductionof textile
manufacture i nthecommunity i n 1814 and t he subsequent completion of the Blackstone
Canal i n 1828, both of which drew t hefocus of settlement tothefalls area of the

comunity, on t heBlackstone River tothesouth. I nitshbrief tenure as a meeting-
house. Chestnut Hill settled only two mnisters. Large nunbers of dissenters, Quakers
and Baptists i ntheBlackstone Valley area may have contributed tothe difficulty
Chestnut Hill parishioners apparently had i nraising funds toprovide a livingfor

their ministers. Since 1830, t hemeetinghouse has been used only occasionally.

The mai ntenance and preservation of themeetinghouse has been a great concern

locally since theend of the 19thcentury. I n 1896, a private association accepted
the charge of protecting and preserving thebuilding. O My 15, 1896, t he Massachu-
setts Legislature granted a charter tothe Chestnut Hill Meetinghouse and Cenetery

Association. Since then, concerned local residents, theAssociation, and numerous
other historical organizations, including theMndon Historical Society, Daughters
of theAmerican Revolution and the Society forthePreservation of New England
Antiquities have actively worked for thepreservation of themeetinghouse. Those
efforts, i ncombination with themeetinghouse's brief period of active use andt he
peripheral location of the Chestnut Hill area, have resulted i nthe preservation-zof
an important 18thcentury meetinghouse of remarkable integrity.

Very fewl1l8th century meeting houses i nMassachusetts have been docuifiented archaeo-
logically. Because of itsintegrity both i nstructure and setting, theChestnut Hill
Meeting House has signifcant archaeological potential.
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Mip of Mendon, Nov. 1794 by Benjanmin Read Surveyor, Massachusetts Archives, Mps & Pl ans
1268
Mip of Mendon, June 1830 by Newel | Nel son Surveyor, Massachusetts Archives, Maps & Pl ans
2121

Private letters, other correspondence, hills, and newspaper clipping belonging to
the Chestnut Hill Meeting House and Cenetery Association.

Sinnott, Ednund W, Meetinghouse and Church i nEarly New England (New York,
McGraw-HiII) 1963.
Continuation Part 6

Inventory of theHistoric Assets of t he Commonweal th
1980 (#1) State X

Massachusetts Historical Conmi ssion

Boston, MA 02108
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CGHESTNUT HI LL MEETI NG HOUSE & CEMETERY
Millville's Assessor Map #2, page 8
Parcel 33 & 33a.

Scal e 1:2400.
North

Avis AirMap Inc. 1968, Project #207
Brookline, M\



CGHESTNUT HI LL MEETI NG HOBE & CAMVETERY
Millville's Assessor Map 5 '\page 11.
Scal e 1:2400.

Avis AirMap I nc. 1968, Project #207.
Brookline, M\

MAP 2

19
45 AC
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Chestnut Hill Meetinghouse
Worcester County
MASSACHUSETTS

CH resubmission

CH nomination by person or local government
e owner objection

e appeal

Substantive Review: e sample e request

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

|.TiLeiod

Working No.

Date Due:
Afaton:

iat.ioiJ.al Beaister.
Federal Agency:REJECT

appeal

.technical corrections cited below

.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes

7. Description

Condition
excellent | ldeteriorated
good I 1 ruins

o fair unexposed

Status
Accessible

Check one
unaltered
altered

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
0 completeness

e cClarity

1 | alterations/integrity
| | dates

I

I boundary selection

QCT yh 1984
Fed. Reg. Dateja
Il fil
_!=rACCEPf
RETURN

LZI NR decision

Recom./Criteria.

Reviewer
Discipline
Date

see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one

original site

moved

date.

3 / NN
{1.ZZAIAJIL—



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

im completeness

\U clarity

tZJ applicable criteria

UJ justification of areas checked

< relating significance to the resource
im context

CH relationship of integrity to significance
EH justification of exception

» other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
CD Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed—— Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Re-evaluation of congruction datedue to dendrochronology

As areault of the dendrochronology testing the Chestnut Hill Meeting House in May of 2002, the
congtruction date of the building has now been identified as late 1768-1769. The research team
consgted of Daniel Miles and Michael Worthington of the Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory,
England, with Anne Grady of the Society for the Presarvation of New England Antiquities
(SPNEA) acting as liaison. Their report, cited below, presented the following results and
conclusons. Twelve sampleswere taken from the wall and roof timbers of the building, and one
from asection of pew end from the eest gallery. Two bracesin the roof produces precise felling
date: one felled in the winter 1766/7, and another in the summer of 1768. A wall sud wasfelled
in the summer of 1767, and asill beam in the winter of 1767/68. The tree used for the gallery
newd was felled inearly 1771. Theseresults tell usthat itis mogt likely that the frameof the
meeting house was congructed during late 1768 or 1769, adthough it is possble that construction
did not begin until early 1771. Itis more likely, however, that the gallery and sairs were
condructed ayear or two after the main timber frame of the meeting housewas built.

The full results of the andyds are presented in: D. W. H. Miles, M. J. Worthington, and Anne
Andrus Grady, Devdlopment of Standard Tree-Ring Chronologiesfor Dating Historic Structure
in Eastern Massachusetts, Phase |1, Interim Report 2003/9, Society for the Preservation of New
England Antiquities and Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, May 31, 2003. The full report
can be found a SPNEA, now known as Historic New England, and a the Massachusetts
Historical Commission.

A note on dendrochronology dating

In recent years tree-ring chronologies have been deveoped for eestem Massachusetts and
adjacent regions, and anumber of buildings or parts of buildings have been evduated and given
new construction dates due to tree-ring dating, or dendrochronology. The principle behind tree-
ring dating isasmple one: the seasond variations in climate produce variations in growth which
are reflected in the varying width of the annud rings of the tree. The rings in timbersfrom
historical houses are compared with previoudy dated ring sequencestrom old-growth trees and
from timber from structures with well-established dates to allow precise dates to be ascribed to
each ring. Computer comparisons quantify how good the match is between the two. A
dendrochronologist then andyzesthe results and establishesthe date the tree was felled. Some
caution must be used in interpreting these dates to determine the congtruction date of a building.
Sometimes timbers from the same construction phaseof the same building have been felled one,
two or more years gpart. However, it was common practice to build timber-framed structures with
green or unssesoned timber, and it is likely that construction was completed within twelve or
eghteen months from the felling date.

(end)
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NAT. [EGSTEa C"HISIOrt 7ACKS

The Commonwealth of M assachusatts
/fbrﬂ 'iré 2815! William Francis Galvin, Secretqy of the Commonwedth

Massachusetts Historica Commisson
Mr. J. Paul Loether
Nationa Pak Service
National Regider of Historic Flaces
1201 Eye Strest NW, 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:

Endosed please find supplementary information for 34 properties previoudy listed on the
National Regiger of Historic Flaces, reflecting recent scholarship regarding their dates of
construction, bassd upon dendrochronologica techniques.

These properties include:
Bogton (Suffolk County):

James Blake House (NRIND, 5/1/74)
Perce House (NRIND, 4/26/74)

Cambridge (Middlesex County):
Cooper-Frost-Austin House (NRIND 9/22/72)
Dedham (Norfolk County):
Farbanks House (NRIND, NHL, 10/15/66)

Deerfield (Franklin County):
All properties are located within the Old Deerfield Village HD (NRDIS, NHL 10/15/66)

Allen House (MHC # 20)

John Ashley House (MHC #31)

Eldad Bardwell House (MHC #23)
Bull-Williams House (MHC #47)
Childs House (MHC #53)

Frary House (MHC #13)

Eliezer Hawks House (MHC #58)
Hinsdell-Williams House (MHC # 24)
Jonathan Hoit House (MHC # 9)

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston. M assachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 » Fax; (617) 7275 128
www s gate, ma ugmihc



Little Brown House (MHC #79)

Moors House (MHC #39)

Nims House (MHC #12)

Russdll House (MHC #49)

Saxton House (MHC #48)

Severance House (MHC #19)

John Sheldon - Hawks House (MHC #32)

Stebbins House (MHC # 36)

John Williams House (MHC # 50)
Es=x (Ess=x County):

Cogswell's Grant (NRIND 4/19/90)
Gloucegter (Essex County):

White-Ellery House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90)
[First Period Buildings of Eastem MA, TRA]

Ipswich (Essex County):
Paine-Dodge House (NRIND, NRTRA, 3/9/90
First Period Buildings of Easten MA, TRA

Merchant-Choate House (NRDIS, NRMRA, 9/17/80)
[High Street HD]

Lexington (Middlesex County):

Hancock - Clarke House (NRIND. NHL, 7/17/71)
Millville (Worcester County):

Chestnut Hill Meeting House (NRIND 11/13/84)
Newbury (Essex County):

Tristram Coffin House (NRIND, NRDIS, 5/24/76)
[Newbury HD]

Sdem (Ess=x County):

Eleazer Gedney House (NRDIS, 10/1/74)
[Gedney and Cox Houses HD]

Pickering House (NRDI'S 8/28/73)
[Chestnut Street HD]



Sandwich (Bamstable County):
Wing Fort House (NRIND 6/3/76)
Winthrop (Suffolk County):

Deane Winthrop House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90)
[Firgt Period Buildings of Easgem MA, TRA]

Heese add the endlosad continuation shedtsto the existing National Register nomination

files.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg J
National Regigter Director
Massechusatts Historical Commission

Endosures



