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1. Name

historic First Baptist Church in Framlimlianr

and/or common same

2. Location

street & number 1013 Worcester Road not for publication
city, town Framingham vicinity of congressional district 10th
state — Massachusett<S)de 025 county Middlesex oA ' code
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
.jt  buildingtiojc private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress X_ educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment X religious
object in process X yes:restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
. no military other:

4. Owner of Property

name First Baptist Church in Framingham

dregt & numberlO13 Worcester Roed

city, town Framingham vicinity of state M@ssachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, regidry of desds éc. Middlesex County Court House
208 Canbridge St.

street & number

cty, town Canbri dge state Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of theHistoric Assets
of the Gnnonwealth HAB. S has this property been determined elegible? yes no

date 1940-1979 federal estate county local
depostary for avey records . 294 Washington St.

city, town Boston state Mass.



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal tered Xoriginal site
good , ruins X altered noved date
—X fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance
The First Baptist Church at FramnghamCentre is a Federalist style building of tinber-
frame construction. At itseast end, the structurerests ona foundation of hanmered
granite, while its west-end foundation i s nade of squared granite rubble which dates from
1856 when this end of the foundation was enclosed. Except for the facade which is covered
wi th mat ched boarding, the church is covered with clapboards andis trinmed on al |
elevations with frieze andnodillioned com ce. The nain body of the church (54 X64') and
awest endell (32X 12'), are enclosed by pitched roofs covered with slate.

Projecting out fromthe symetrical facade (5'-9") and set on a base of twogranite steps
Is an lonic portico, consisting of two pairs of lonic col ums suh)porti ng a frieze,
modi | [ioned com ce and a pediment with a sem-elliptical fanlight. The, nain body of the
facade i s franed by four pairs of lonic pilasters, onepair at each comer andtwo pairs
set behindilJie Borti co i npositions corresponding to the portico's colums. These al so
support an entapul ature and pedi ment. Beneath the portico, at the first story, is aw de-
center entry flanked by: two narrower entries, all wth, panelled doors. The center door .
is franmed by anelliptical arch beneath vhich are a fanli ?ht and si del i ghts while the
narrower entries are framed by sem-circular arches with ranlightsonly. At the center
of the second story i s a Palladian w ndow franed by pilasters which support a frieze

and nodillioned com ce. Flanking this central wndowor two w ndows with sem-circular
arched heads.

Above the facade is atower which rises infive stages, the | ast of which is a ste
19'7" hi gh. The base of the tower is square in plan and has a Pal | adi an wi ndow | i ke t
at the facade's second story onits east elevation; itistrimredwth acornice |
t hat of the church's nmai n body. At its second stage, the. tower contains a square-
bel fry, each face of which contains asingle arched opening trimedw th a nou
architrave, keystone and fixed blinds. Each, face of the belfry is framed by Do
\oi | ast ers whi ch support anundecorated entabl ature. Above the belfry is an oct

antem each face of which contains anarched openingwth afixed blindand is

bytwo Doric pilasters supporting anodillioned com ce. The tower's fourth stag:
smal | octagonal |antem essentially identical tothe |atern belowit. Atop the
Is a Banneret weathervane with anarrow, scrolls and sun at its tail. :«<u

The church's north and south el evations are nearly identical. Each contains three 88

w ndows i n the basenent near the building's west end and si x evenly spaced &6 w ndows at
both the first floor andgallerylevel. Soneoriginal 12/12 sash renains in the gallery
\t/)\indovxs. The south el evation contains a panelled entry porch which allows access to the
asenent .

The church's west end is partially covered by a shallow additionbuilt in 186. This
addition contains a center entrance with bracketted hood and two 2/2 windows at itsfirst
storK and three 2/2 windows at itssecond story. Flanking this addition on the main body
of the church are t:vo w ndows at the basenent, first story andgallerylevel. The gable
of the church's main body is framed into a pedinent by a raking nodillioned com ce;
centered onthe pedinent is asem-elliptical fanlight.

Alterations tothe church's exterior consist of the enclosing of its basenent's west end
(1856), the addition of the west wing (1886), the installation of a slateroof (1910) and
the partial replacement of original sash (?). Inaddition, the railings vdiichoriginally
trinmed the first four stages of the tower have al | been renoved. Interioralterations
include the raising of the sanctuary floor andthe removal of box pews i n 1856- 1857.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art . ij*- engineering music humanitarian

Ai2™]800-1899 commerce ' iu » exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry ' _ _ politics/government transportation

invention other (specify)
A _ g . - .
Speci fic dates 1826 r Eai I7&er-|7<Ar chi 'ggP””W Itard, Architect

Stat ement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The First Baptist church of Fram ngham possesses integrity of location, design
materials and workmanship, as well as historical association with thebrief devel op-
ment of ol d Frami ngham Centre i nt heearly nineteenth century andwith a prom nent
Boston architect.

Now t he ol dest church building extant i n Fram ngham theFirst Baptist chiirch i s
an especially sophisticated |ocal exanple of Federalist architecture, one which retains
nearly al |l of theoriginal decorative details of itsneo-classical facade. Planned to
replace a smaller Baptist church, thepresent church was designed by Sol omon Wl ard
of Boston and built on a promnent site facing t heBoston-Wrcester Turnpike (Route9) .
pened i ntheearly nineteenth century, this turnpike encouraged thecommercial devel-
oprnent of Fram ngham Center, until theTurnpike Corp. was dissolved i n1843 and t he
area was by-massed by train lines i n1853. During itsmjor period of growth> Fram
i ngham Centre becane built-up with a nunber of Federalist buildings, of which theFirst
Baptist Church i sthefinest exanple. The present church was begun i n1825 and t he
cornerstone was laid on Novenber 17, 1825 at a cerenony which included Masonic rites,
conpleted i n1826, thebuilding was dedi cated on January 1, 1827 and has remained i n
use by t he sane congregation since then.

Trained as a carpenter and cabinet-maker, thechiirch's architect, Sol omon Wl ard
(1788-1862) i s known for his wod and stone-earningin Boston as well as for the con-
struction of a spiral staircase i nBoston's Exchange coffee House of 1808. willardi s
thought t o have studied architecture i nBoston with Asher Benjamn, after which he
mai ntained his own architecture office and architectural school between ca. 1820 and
1830. Although W llard i sknown as t hedesigner of a nvinber of public buildings and
especially as t hedesigner of t heBunker Hill Mnunent, t heFirst Baptist churchi s
the only church known t o have been designed by W illard.



9. IVlajor Bibliographical References

Qutline History of First Baptist Church i n Framngham FramnghamPublic Library, no date.
Photos i nHABS at Library of Gongress. Washington, DC

Architectural Review Vol.Vl,#5, My 1918; Measured Draw ngs, Plates XLII-XLV.

Josiah H Tenple, History of Framngham Mss. 1640-1880; Town of Framngham 1887.

i (lamimu'd)
10. Geographical Data
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Please refer to the attached assessor's mgp; sheet 237, the boundaries are deliniated inred.
List allstates and counties for properties overlapping state orcounty boundaries
state code county code

state code county code

11. Form PreparedBy
Murry S Evans, Secretary

namefite Brian Pfeiffer, Consultant with Fram nghamHi st ori cal Conm ssi on
organizatlonl«lassachusetts Historical Commisson dat™overaber 1979

street & number 294 \Washi ngton St. telephone  (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston dae Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the stateis:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according tothe criteria and procedures set forth4)y the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

titte Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commisson dae

For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this property isincluded in the National Register

date  i/""O

Keeper ofthe  NationahReglster

Attest: \dyJil TildyiAAl) date y.

Chief of ReS&IBtrtition

GPO 938 835
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Aeeeseors Plan, Sheet 237, Blocks 89-90
First Baptist Church in Fram ngham
1013 Worcest er Road



















































COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
liiiiiimi Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

January 28, 1980

Ms Carol Schull, Acting Keeper

National Register of Historic Places
Heritage, Conservation * Recreation Service
440 G Street W

Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Ms. Schull;

Encl osed you wi |l find the following nom nation forns;

Attleboro- First Parsonage of the Medf ord- John MG || House (local)
Second Church (I ocal) M ddl eborough- C P Véshbum@ ai n-
* Bedf ord- David Lane House (local) mi?l (local)
* Boston- Charles Street Jail (national) Mddlefield- Stone Arch RailroadBridge
Dartmouth- Hill School (local) District (state)
* East Longneadow Swet | and- Pease Natick- Rev. Stephen Badger House (state)
_ House (local) Newon- St. Mary's Church 5 Cenetary (I ocal
r-Framngham First Baptist Church®fstate) New Bedford- Central New Bedford
Lancaster- Founders Hall (state) Historic District (local)
Mar | bor ough- Peter R ce House (local) Newt on- Echo Bridge (state- resubm ssion)
Medf ord- Edward Cakes House (| ocal) Sharon- S onehol mél ocal)
(All of the above are encl osed) (These are encl osed under separate cover)

These have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,

Christine Boulding ./
Survey Director A o
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

B/ ¢j

*TTiese properties were notified under the new procedures.



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

TELEPHONE REPORT

1. CALL [3TO; [H FROM (Hamf) a. ADDRESS

(Tel.

No.

TIME OF CALL

needed)

[Ifajrr. 57/1./?",

S. SUBJECT. PROJECT NO., ETC.

V3I1AA;t hajLLoX (JLuJJIAVIN

4. DETAILS OF DISCUSSION

A 1N W A

*AMKjbF PERSON PLKCINa/RECEI VIN« CALL TITLE

FHB-8-227
June 1978

NNNNN

OFFICE

AM
PM



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

Date Entered

Echo Bridge

Swet | and- Pease House

Rice, Capt. Peter, House

First Baptist Church

Cakes, Edward, House

McGlIl, John H, House

DIl | away School

Berger Factory

Honor abl e Paul Tsongas

Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy
Honor abl e John J. Moakl ey
Honorabl e Robert F. Drinan
Honor abl e Edward P. Bol and
Honorabl e Joseph D Early
Honorabl e Edward J. Markey

NR Byers/bjr

4/ 17/ 80
further information,

STATE MASSACHEETTS

m 9l

Location
Town of Needham City of Newton
Norfol k and M ddl esex County

East Longneadow vicinity
Hanpden County

Itarlborough
M ddl esex County

Frai ai ngham
tiiddl esex County

Medf or d

M ddl esex County
Medf ord

M ddl esex County
Bost on

Suffol k County

Bost on
Suffol k County

Also Notified

State Historic Preservation Officer

[Mrs. Patricia L. VJesl owskl

Executive Director, |-lassachusetts
Historical Conm ssion

294 Washington Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

pl ease call the National Register at (202)343-6401,



