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historic name The Clearing

other names/site number Reeves-Reed Arboretum; The Wisner House

2. Location

street & number 

city or town __

165 Hobart Avenue

Summit

not for publication 

D vicinity

state New Jersey code 034 county Union code 039 2ipMrifi 07901

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this E2 nomination 
D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
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D nationally D statewide IE] locally. (QlSee continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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DaW 
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State of Fe^er/fi agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional 
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State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby cerffify that the property is:
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D See continuation sheet.

D determined eligible for the 
National Register 

D See continuation sheet.
D determined not eligible for the 

National Register.
CH removed from the National 

Register.
CD other, (explain:) _________
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

D private 
S public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

D building(s) 
D district 
$ site 
D structure 
D object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing 
2
1

3

Noncontributing 
1

•

1

2

buildings

sites

structures

objects

Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

NA

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

NA

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

LANDSCAPE/garden

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

LANDSCAPE/garden
DOMESTIC/multiple dwelling

EDUCATION /classroom

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE 19th AND 20th CENTURY REVIVALS/ 
Colonial Revival

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation 

walls __

STONE
WOOD/shingle

roof ASPHALT

other wnnn

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Name of Property

Union, NJ 
County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.)

C A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

D B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

Q C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations N/A
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

D A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

D B removed from its original location.

D C a birthplace or grave.

D D a cemetery.

D E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

D F a commemorative property.

D G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

'Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance

1889-1940_____

Significant Dates

1889_______

1916
1925

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A_________

Architect/Builder
Babb, Cook and Willard(NYC)/

J. A. Skinner(Newark) 
ualvert vaux ana Company 
Shipman, Ellen B. 
Pilat, Carl F.____________•

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36

CFR 67) has- been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National

Register
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#______________ 
D recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record # ____________

or more continuation sheets.)

Primary location of additional data:
D State Historic Preservation Office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
0 Other 

Name of repository:
Reeves-Reed Arboretum
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 12.454______________ Roselle, NJ Quad

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
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Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Linda B. McTeague, Preservation Planning Consultant_________________

organization________________________________ date 1 0/1 2/92________________

street & number 232 Alexandria Way___________ telephone (908) 647-1753 

city or town Basking Ridge_____________ state NJ_____ ^ code 07920

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name City of Summit__________________________________________

street & number 1 4 Beekman Terrace___________ telephone (908) 273-6402____ 

city or town Summit____________________ state NJ____ zip code 07901______

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.}.

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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DESCRIPTION 

The Site

"The Clearing", a late nineteenth Century residential estate with 
extensive gardens, is situated at the head of an east-west saddle 
between two ridges of Second Watchung Mountain in suburban 
Summit. The secluded, \2\ acre site is almost entirely visually 
self-contained. Hobart Avenue, a gently curving street of period 
houses set on large, well-landscaped lots, borders the site on 
the west where glimpses of residential properties can be had; 
otherwise, the wooded perimeter of the estate, now a public 
arboretum, virtually isolates it from visual intrusions. The 
shingle-clad, Colonial Revival "Wisner House", designed by Babb, 
Cook and Willard in 1889, commands a view of park-like lawn and 
meadow, the principal vista of the initial c.1889 Vaux and 
Company plan for the site. Nestled in a dell immediately east of 
the house lie more formal gardens in the English "country house" 
style, primarily the result of later plans by Ellen B. Shipman 
(1924) and Carl F. Pilat (1924-1925). The twin pillars of a long, 
low stone wall mark the entrance drive which leads to the service 
area northeast of the house where a shingle-clad garage-carriage 
house (c.1920s), currently undergoing renovation, complements the 
main structure. A smaller garage (c.1930s), moved to the site, 
harmonizes with the original buildings. Although both the site 
and the house have undergone some alterations (c.!960-present), 
they are in good condition and display a high degree of 
architectural integrity.

The Wisner House, sited on a terrace just below the ridge, 
overlooks the spectacular physiographic features of the property. 
The terrain drops on either side of the saddle on which the house 
is located. To the southwest, the land slopes to a deep glacial 
kettle known as "The Daffodil Dell". This naturalized garden, 
initiated by Mrs. Wisner(1889-1916), reached its peak as a 
showcase of daffodil varieties during the residency of Mrs. 
Richard Reeves (1916-1967). It has declined somewhat in recent 
years, but still boasts hundreds of springtime blooms. 
Throughout summer and fall the bowl is maintained in rough grass. 
Specimen trees, some dating from the Wisner period and others 
dating from the Reeves occupancy, border the bowl as well as the 
drive and other lawn areas.
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East of house each June for over a half century the rose garden 
(c. 1925) has been a focal point of The Clearing. Its design in 
small parterres generally following the plan of Carl Pilat 
suggests the formal tradition of a French garden. The nymph 
statue in its center was used as a fountain during the residency 
of the Reeves family. Several roses such as "Dainty Bess" and 
"Innocence" planted by Mrs. Reeves still survive. South of the 
formal rose garden are several older show roses which may date to 
the late nineteenth century. Roses in this section include 
"Lancaster and York" and "Father Hugo". These plantings are 
visually joined by a garland of chain, supported by wooden posts, 
installed by Mrs. Reeves around 1940.

Northwest of the rose gardens and immediately east of the house 
is the rock garden designed by Carl Pilat (1924-1925). Rustic 
stone steps from front terrace lead to both the Pilat planned 
rose garden and the former perennial garden designed by Ellen 
Shipman (1924). Pilat, who modified the earlier Shipman plan for 
the gardens, included the extant grotto with its rustic waterfall 
and pool, and created the stone steps with a landing overlooking 
the rectangular garden, originally the Shipman flower garden. 
Pilat's plan also included the small extant terrace to the 
northeast from which one can view the c.1924 garden which, since 
c.1928-30, is now a lawn bordered by a variety of shrubs. Before 
mature shrubs obscured the vista and original rectangular plan, 
the terrace provided a view from the flower garden to the rock 
garden (see plan). However, the Pilat plan is still evident. 
Due to the predominance of azaleas, favored by Mrs. Reeves, the 
former flower garden is now known as the azalea garden.

Immediately in front of the house a terrace of lawn (c.1916) is 
supported by a stone retaining wall. Nestled below the wall, the 
serpentine perennial gardens (c.1970s) occupy the beds used by 
Mrs. Reeves to experiment with new varieties of daffodils. A 
succession of bloom begins in early spring and continues into 
late fall.

South of the rose gardens, the "Herb Garden" (c.1969), planted 
with a large variety of culinary and medicinal herbs, was 
restored to its original mandallah pattern after the inception of 
the Arboretum (c.1975).
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Paths traverse the wooded perimeter of the property. A break 
occurs along a portion of the southern border where the rail 
fence (c.1970s) around the glacial kettle, or daffodil dell, also 
separates the site from the side yard of an adjacent property 
(155 Hobart Avenue), the former home of Mrs. Reeves' parents, 
subdivided from The Clearing in the 1920s.

The entire site is well endowed with native trees, shrubs and 
wildflowers, as well as non-native species from other parts of 
the world and the country. "A Garden Walk" (Attachment A) 
provides a map and a listing. Many of the native species date 
from the earlier period of development, while most of the 
introduced species date from the second period.

The Hobart Avenue side of the property is bordered by the 
original low stone wall (1889), and the entrance to the property 
is flanked by the twin entrance posts of this wall. The original 
entrance lamps have been missing sine the 1920s. The drive runs 
in a northeasterly direction behind the house to a parking area 
opposite and beyond the garage, where it turns northward to exit 
the property on Hobart Avenue several hundred feet northeast of 
the entrance. The parking lot was added in the 1970s adjacent to 
the parking court used when the property was still privately 
owned.

Throughout the more than one hundred years of occupation, site 
changes have included removal of a carriage drive at the south, 
or front, facade (removal c.1916), removal of the original barn 
(removal c.1920s) below what is now the parking area, and 
addition of a detached greenhouse (c.1970s) on the south facade 
near the porch wing. The elms and possibly other trees of the 
Vaux plan were lost due to disease and other natural causes, but 
the concept or general layout of the Vaux plan is still evident 
as is the Shipman-Pilat plan.

The Wisner House and Outbuildings

The 2h story, wood-shingle clad, Colonial Revival Wisner House, 
constructed in 1889, is representative of suburban, northeastern 
New Jersey architecture built near the close of the nineteenth 
century. The end-gabled house, with gable-end cornice returns,
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is of frame construction on a fieldstone foundation. Two large 
interior brick chimneys (now stuccoed) extend through the roof 
ridge. Circa 1930s gabled dormers flank a shed dormer remodeled 
from the original gabled dormers. The original wood shingled 
roof has been covered with asphalt shingles. Windows are one- 
over-one double hung sash, sometimes paired or grouped.

The symmetrical three-bay facade features two-story cant bay 
windows flanking a Palladian style center entrance. The semi- 
round arched entrance hood, with beaded molding, includes an 
elaborate concave shell and scroll design. Rectangular 
sidelights and paneling flank the double French replacement doors 
(c.1920s). The low shingled wall of roofless porch extends 
across the front facade. Center steps lead to the terraced front 
lawn.

A projecting, glass-enclosed one-story porch wing, extending 
partially across the east end of the house, is another dominant 
feature of the front facade. Originally an open veranda, its 
columns and roofline balustrade were removed when it was enclosed 
(c. 1970s). A crude replacement railing creates a roof deck,and a 
modern glass door and steps (c. 1970s) lead from the porch to the 
front terrace. A detached greenhouse (c. 1975), located below 
the porch, replaces a smaller, 1950s greenhouse at the front of 
the house.

The twelve-light staircase window dominates the assymetrical rear 
(north) facade, which includes a projecting two story kitchen 
ell. An enclosed kitchen porch, with paired box corner posts, 
joined by lattice-work, is elevated due to the slope of the 
hillside setting. There is separate a ground-level, rear hall 
entrance porch with square corner posts. As on the front roof, 
two pedimented dormers flank a shed dormer.

Recent additions to the east and west gable ends include second 
story fire escapes (c.1970s) and a handicapped access ramp 
(c.1980s) to the front porch.

Due to the sloping terrain the basement level is exposed to the 
east. Windows there are twelve-over-twelve sash with brick 
surrounds. The paneled basement door has a two-light transom.
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On the east elevation the grade drops to expose the full height 
foundation of the porch.

Interior

The interior follows a center hall plan with a living room and 
dinning room flanking the hall across the front of the house. 
Behind the dining room are found a butler's pantry and kitchen 
with a food pantry and a mud room leading to the kitchen porch. 
A servants' staircase leads to the landing of the main staircase 
which is found at the rear end of the twelve foot wide center 
hall. The first floor plan also includes a library-music room, 
now used as an office. An additional rear entrance leads into 
the ell of the rear hall. (See floor plans, Attachment B.)

The hall's wainscoted rear staircase, with its colossal twelve- 
light window, is the dominant interior feature. Parquet floors 
and deep ceiling moldings are found throughout. The three main 
rooms have fireplaces; however, the Colonial Revival replacement 
mantles and surrounds with marble insets and hearths date from 
the c.1916 alterations of the Reeves family. The butler's pantry 
has the original drawers and cabinets; however, some of the glass 
doors have been removed in favor of open shelves (c.1970s), and 
the kitchen has been modernized (c.1960). There is an early 
twentieth century, ceramic tile powder room next to the 
staircase.

The second story features a rectangular staircase hall with 
stairs continuing on the opposite side to the third floor. The 
room arrangement is similar to that of the first floor with 
fireplaces in recessed, paneled surrounds in the four original 
bedrooms. At the second level most retain the original (c.1889) 
glazed tile. The northeastern section has been converted to 
apartment use with the addition of a kitchenette (c.1970s) in 
what was the front bedroom. The original tile bathroom ( c.1916) 
remains intact. However the servants' staircase to the third 
floor has been removed, and a modern bathroom (c.1960) added in 
its place. Another modern bath (c.1960) was added west of the 
main staircase. There are parquet floors throughout. The eight 
rooms of the third story, which includes one fireplace, have been 
adapted for apartment use (1970s). During the 1920s they
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served as one family bedroom, three maids' rooms, a nurse's room 
and storage.

Carriage House-Garage

The lh story, wood shingle-clad carriage house-garage is typical 
of those built in the early twentieth century. The gabled front 
dormer has three six-over-six sash. At ground level the three 
original casement windows are to the left of three modern garage 
bays. Entrances on each side have paneled doors.

The c.1916 garage is set in the hillside so that the upper story, 
rear-facing chauffeur's apartment, which has its own entrance 
reached by a flight of concrete steps, appears to be a one-story 
bungalow when approached from the rear. The "bungalow" has a 
center, gabled entrance set in the rear dormer. Single windows, 
each with double-hung six-over-six sash, flank the entrance which 
has a six-light, two-panel door. The c.1925 bird door knocker is 
intact. A partial porch with plain balustrade is centered on the 
facade, and a shed-style, bracketed hood covers the entrance. 
The interior has been gutted for renovations.

The small one-car garage (c.1930s) opposite, moved to the site in 
the second half of this century, is of frame construction.
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SIGNIFICANCE

The Clearing is significant as an excellent local example of the 
late nineteenth century trend toward small country estates which 
initiated the suburbanization of northern New Jersey by affluent 
city dwellers. Perhaps more important, its grounds, although 
modified somewhat in plantings and arrangement in recent years 
and now used as a public arboretum, also represent late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century trends in residential 
landscape design planned and executed with professional 
assistance from the country's leading landscape architects — in 
this case Vaux and Company (c.1889), Ellen B. Shipman (1924) and 
Carl F. Pilat (1924-1925). The first period of site development 
(1889-1916) illustrates a residential example of the "greensward" 
plan introduced by Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux in 
Central Park. The latter period (1916-1940) illustrates the 
national trend toward more formal garden arrangements and the 
incorporation of the English "cottage" style. Also important in 
this latter period is the "partnership" of the affluent suburban 
matron and professional landscape architect. Related to the 
garden club movement, it became the inspiration for housewives 
all over America through articles in women's magazines of the 
period.

The property, as an example of these several national trends, 
meets National Register Criterion A. Additionally, it embodies 
the characteristics of two distinct periods of landscape design 
and bears several plan "trademarks" of distinguished landscape 
architects, thus meeting National Register Criterion C. The 
house is noteworthy for its early Colonial Revival design, 
influenced by the also-popular Shingle Style, and its siting to 
blend with the spectacular natural landscape. The entire 
property was recognized in the 1970s by the City of Summit as 
worthy of preservation when the City purchased the site for use 
as an arboretum.

"The Clearing": 1889-1916

In 1888, Mr. and Mrs. John H. Wisner of New York City purchased 
about twelve acres on Hobart Avenue in Summit for their new
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country estate. John and Isabelle Wisner, like other affluent 
city dwellers of the late nineteenth century, looked to a more 
rural setting for their home. Isabelle had traveled to China in 
1875 to marry John, who was in the Shanghai office of Wisner and 
Company, an import-export business. The three oldest of their 
six children were born there before they returned to the New York 
City office in the 1880s.

It was not unusual for New Yorkers to be attracted to Summit. 
For some time since the establishment of rail service in the 
1830s, the hilltop community had served as a summer vacation 
destination. The area had first been discovered in 1808 by 
Bishop John Henry Hobart of Trinity Church in New York. However, 
the development of Hobart Avenue was not initiated until sometime 
after 1845, and then only at the southern end near the town 
center. In fact the wooded area chosen by the Wisners, part of a 
local farm, had been known locally for many years as "a hunter's 
paradise."

The construction of The Clearing in 1889 signaled the beginning 
of development of the northern end of Hobart Avenue and most 
likely influenced the character of future development of the 
entire north side of Summit, for the Wisner House was soon 
followed by other fine examples of residential architecture (see 
North Side District and Hobart Avenue District, Attachment C) 
built by prominent New Yorkers and other former city dwellers who 
established Summit's reputation as a prestigious suburban 
commuter community. The name "Hobart Avenue" has had great name 
recognition value, for it is well known for the quality of its 
early residential architecture.

An article in an 1889 edition of The Summit Record describes the 
area chosen by Wisner as one "destined to some day be filled with 
handsome dwelling houses..." It also describes in some detail 
the house to be built "... in the substantial style of 
architecture now so much in vogue——the Colonial."

Mr. Wisner's house is to be built on the upper end of his 
tract of land and is to be so built that the front of the 
house will face the whole piece of property which spreads 
out from the driveway to be built in from Hobart Avenue.
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The dimensions of the house are 32 x 58 feet and is 
designed by Messrs. Babb Cook and Willard of New York 
City. It is to be built facing south with no verandas in 
front so that there can be no obstruction to the light and 
heat in winter.

A pretty terrace will give the front of the cottage an 
effective finish. A wide veranda is to be built on the 
east end of the cottage. The first floor is to contain 
the diningroom, drawingroom, library and kitchen with a 
broad staircase leading from the rear of a spacious 
hallway to the floor above on which there are to be five 
rooms. The third floor will likewise contain five rooms. 
The contractor, who is expected to have the cottage ready 
for occupancy next spring, is J.A. Skinner of Newark.

By 1892 The Summit Record reported that Hobart Avenue had 
experienced a "remarkable transformation over the past three 
years" and that the "spirit of progress had been displayed to a 
wonderful extent".

As was customary at that time, suburban "country cottages" were 
named. The Wisners chose "The Clearing", a most suitable name 
for several reasons: they had cleared woodland to build their 
cottage and, when constructed, the house faced a large open space 
bordered by woodland. In fact, the "enlightened" siting of the 
house by the architects and the owner took advantage of the 
unique and unusual natural features of the property. The house 
was erected at the head of a long saddle which divides two 
glacial bowls so that the house commanded a sweeping vista to the 
surrounding woodlands. A carriage drive and turn-around (removed 
c.1916) in front overlooking the view provided a grand entry. It 
also emphasized the relationship between house and landscape, a 
growing trend in house and garden design of the period.

Calvert Vaux

Calvert Vaux was the lesser known partner of the firms of A.J. 
Downing and Vaux and, later, Olsmsted, Vaux and Company. 
Although his contributions to landscape architecture have
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received less publicity than those of his more famous partners, 
he was no less talented and innovative. Vaux's work resulted in 
major achievements in architecture, landscape design and 
planning. Together with Frederick Law Olmsted, Vaux established 
the profession of landscape architecture in the United States. 
He is perhaps best known for his work with Olmsted in creating 
New York's Central Park or the "Greensward" plan. Through his 
own initiative he convinced the Park Commission to abandon 
mediocre plans for the park and to sponsor a design competition. 
He then convinced Olmsted to become his partner in the 
competition which they won over thirty-three entries. It was 
soon after they began Central Park that Vaux and Olmsted took the 
professional title of "landscape architects". After only four 
years of construction, Harper's Monthly called "The Central Park 
the finest work of art ever executed in this country." The 
design of Central Park, as well as that of their later Prospect 
Park Plan, become prototypical for "country parks" in cities. 
After the creation of Central Park the urban park movement was 
born.

Calvert Vaux, born in London on September 20, 1824, trained as an 
architect with noted medievalist and restoration architect Lewis 
Nockalls Cottingham. A.J. Downing was so impressed by Vaux's 
designs that he persuaded Vaux to leave England to head his 
"Bureau of Architecture" in Newburgh, New York. In addition to 
designing domestic architecture for Downing, Vaux assisted 
Downing with the design of public grounds between the Capitol, 
the Smithsonian Institution and the White House in Washington, 
D.C., before establishing his own firm in New York in 1856.

Vaux saw his work primarily as artistic, but also recognized the 
public value of parks. His park .designs were characterized by 
terraces, rustic bridges and shelters, boat houses, open meadows 
ringed by trees, and meandering paths. Of the design of Central 
Park, the New York Tribune said: "As Central Park grew under the 
direction of Olmsted and Vaux, the public had the opportunity to 
see almost for the first time what could be done by men whose 
object was to preserve all that was beautiful in nature to create 
landscape and make agreeable and accessible the natural beauties 
of a tract of land. Before that time architects, engineers and
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gardeners often imposed their own artificially conceived designs 
on unsuitable places and did violence to both nature and 
treatment."

Although the Olmsted-Vaux partnership dissolved in 1872, the two 
collaborated in later years on a number of projects. Vaux's own 
work included the original buildings for the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art and the American Museum of Natural History, and residences 
such as "Olana", the villa of Frederick Church. Vaux, who 
drowned in 1895 in Gravesend Bay, Brooklyn, shared the late 
Victorian belief that rural beauty and a suburban way of life 
were morally, socially and esthetically preferable to city life. 
The school of landscape architecture practiced by Olmsted and 
Vaux rejected sacrificing natural scenery to artificial 
decoration and favored broad expanses of pastoral landscape.

The Vaux Plan

There is no known written record of the implementation of a plan 
for the Wisners by Calvert Vaux. However, a plan for The 
Clearing prepared by the Vaux firm suggests that it may have been 
implemented at least in part. Although there is no known record 
that Vaux himself created the plan, it certainly bears his 
trademarks and embodies the spirit of his other work. The simple 
plan called for a large, nearly circular open space surrounded by 
woods so that the house would enjoy a sweeping vista of the 
dells. The only recommended plantings for the large open space 
were to be, in addition to existing trees and shrubs, some 
specimen trees including American elm, white pine, spruce, 
American ash, sugar maple, Norway maple and purple beech.

The perimeter of the open space plan was ringed by the 
characteristic Olmsted-Vaux loop path beginning and terminating 
at the front entrance drive. Shrubs of many varieties were to be 
clustered at the entrance to the property, near the front 
carriage turnaround, near the beginning and end points of the 
path and bordering the kitchen garden.

Old photographs show the carriage turnaround and glimpses of 
path, but whether the path was completed as planned is unknown. 
The best evidence of at least partial implementation is historic
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photographs of barberry hedge and elm trees, extant maple and 
beech trees, a few viburnum and, most important, the vast park- 
like lawn ringed by woods, which remains relatively intact.

Garden Elaborations: 1916-1940

The Clearing was purchased in 1916 by Susan Graham Reeves, who 
had resided in Summit since 1912 with her husband Richard E. 
Reeves. They moved to the house following renovations to the 
house and property. These included changes to the fireplace 
surrounds and most likely included the removal of the front drive 
and turn-around. Local architect Benjamin White worked with the 
owners to effect the changes. Due to heavy snow The Summit 
Express moved their furniture in house-drawn sleighs. Shortly 
after, a house was constructed facing Hobart Avenue at the 
southwestern end of the property for Mr. and Mrs. C.E. Graham, 
Susan's parents. (This subdivided property, No. 155 Hobart 
Avenue, is not part of this application)

Over a period of time from the mid-1920s through the 1930s, the 
Vaux plan for The Clearing was modified to include several more 
formal gardens in the style of the English country house. As 
illustrated in House and Garden and other magazines of the era, 
gardens in this style were designed as a sequence of well defined 
garden rooms. The plan generally included flower gardens with 
flowers displayed in borders or small parterres. Spaces were 
defined by stone walls, paths, trellises and arbors, and densely 
planted shrub masses. These garden rooms frequently featured 
pools, fountains and, occasionally, grottos which often acted as 
the focal points of the space or as an adjacent alcove. These 
garden elements were executed from local building materials, and 
much of the planting consisted of native trees and shrubs. In 
the Summit area, newly immigrated Italian stonemasons built 
elegant walls and steps. Gardens such as these combined 
formality with the English enthusiasm for masses of flowers and a 
seeming lack of order. Old photographs from the Reeves period 
illustrate a garden arrangement secondary to the abundance of 
nature and resembling magazine illustrations and descriptions of 
English cottage gardens.
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The Shipman Plan

Like the Wisners who had consulted Vaux and Company, Mrs. Reeves 
sought the guidance of prominent landscape architects. The first 
was Mrs. Ellen Biddle Shipman.

Ellen Shipman (1869-1950) was among the earliest and best-known 
female landscape architects. Because of the lack of educational 
opportunities for women, the pioneer female professionals of this 
field often sought male mentors. Shipman was encouraged by 
architect Charles Platt and shared many of his commissions. She 
also had the advantage of a prominent family background and used 
family connections to get commissions. Eventually she commanded 
her own nationwide practice with a main office in New York City 
and another office at her residence in Cornish, New Hampshire.

Although many of Mrs. Shipman's early commissions were in the New 
York-Philadephia-Washington area, her talents were eventually 
displayed in the South, Midwest and West. One early commission 
with the Platt was "The Causeways" in Washington, D.C., similar 
to but smaller than the gardens at Dunbarton Oaks. "Longue Vue", 
one of her largest projects, was executed at age sixty-six in New 
Orleans.

In most cases Shipman's commissions included execution and 
implementation of the plan, including annual visits to the 
property to check the garden's progress. She made beautiful 
water-colored sketch plans; however, her work was not 
inexpensive. A charge of $4,000 for sketches caused Lutcher 
Brown of San Antonio to execute her plans himself. Her plans for 
Brown's gardens were typical of her style and included a terraced 
lawn, a walled azalea garden, a formal rose garden and a swimming 
pool which doubled as a reflecting pool. Like her 
contemporaries, Shipman favored pastel shades and avoided bright 
flowers. She was known for her demanding perennial gardens, 
though she said, "I like stones as well as I like flowers."

The Shipman plan for The Clearing, drawn in November, 1924, 
proposed changes for the area immediately in front of the house 
and the addition of formal gardens to the east, just below the 
veranda. In her own words, the "Sketch plan shows a
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rearrangement of existing conditions." The original entrance 
drive with turnaround had already been removed (c.1916), and 
Shipman suggested the regrading of the front terrace "for 
symmetry" and the rearrangement of flower beds within an existing 
garden "to give a more attractive outlook from the porch above." 
She recommended the installation of garden steps for easier 
ascent and descent. The plan also included her signature 
swimming-reflecting pool which Mr. Reeves promptly vetoed.

Although Shipman's involvement was limited to the plan, some of 
her ideas were implemented in conjunction with the soon-to-follow 
plan of Carl Pilat. Period photographs show the Shipman-designed 
flower garden; however, the terrace never achieved the symmetry 
recommended by Mrs. Shipman. The steps were constructed, but 
following later elaborations of Mr. Pilat.

The Pilat Plan

Whether it was concern over the price of the Shipman plans or 
lack of complete satisfaction is not known, but within one month 
of the Shipman proposal, Carl Pilat designed a formal rose garden 
and a rock garden with a pool (December 12, 1924). A letter 
documents his supervision of the execution of these plans which 
included and complimented some of the features of the Shipman 
plan.

Carl F. Pilat was the nephew of Ignaz A. Pilat (d.1870) who had 
served as chief landscape gardener of Central Park. The younger 
Pilat, educated as a landscape architect at Cornell, became a 
partner in Hinchman and Pilat at 52 Broadway, New York City. His 
commissions included Long Island, Westchester County and New 
Jersey estates as well as parks and playgrounds.

In June, 1913, Pilat was chosen by the New York City Park Board 
to succeed Charles D. Lay as landscape architect of the Park 
Department. Pilat had the backing of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects who thought him well qualified due to his 
uncle's connection with Olmsted and Vaux, as opposed to his 
predecessors who had been powerless to stop ill-advised 
"improvements" to Central Park.
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Throughout his tenure with the Park Department, Pilat opposed the 
constant threat to the integrity of Central Park and other city 
parks. As landscape architect he had veto power over all plans 
and was consistently a "strong defender of the inviolability of 
park property." Among the Central Park plans he blocked were a 
scheme for a museum arcade and a proposal to cover the meadows 
with concrete for tennis courts. He fought the indiscriminate 
erection of memorials and other intrusions such as concessions in 
all parks.

Pilat designed a number of parks for organized recreation and 
play in response to the playground movement. These included 
Gaynor Park (1913) in Washington Heights, the first city park of 
considerable size of this type, and Hellgate Park, a multi- 
recreational park with gardens and a bathing beach on the East 
River. One of his reports mentions his conviction that parks 
contribute to sound body and mind, good citizenship, and the 
reduction of sickness and crime.

The Pilat plans for The Clearing (December 12, 1924, and June, 
1925) provide evidence that he incorporated the Shipman concept 
for the formal flower garden and the steps, along with his own 
original design for a small terrace overlooking that garden, a 
rock garden with pool and a formal rose garden. His plan 
abandoned Shipman's symmetrical front terrace in favor of a more 
natural lawn in keeping with the original Vaux plan. That 
decision would be consistent with Pilat's demonstrated protection 
of the Olmsted-Vaux design of Central Park. Like the Shipman 
plan, the Pilat plan shows masses of English screen planting and 
"walls" of evergreen to create garden rooms, each with carefully 
placed openings to create axes and cross axes. A photograph 
showing the effective use of evergreens by Pilat at The Clearing 
appeared in the July 1927 issue of Garden and Home Builder. The 
caption stated, "The evergreen foliage is friendly at all times: 
Dwarf Pines, Japan Cypress, Rhododendrons, Box, Pfitzer Juniper, 
Hemlock, and Andromeda will be recognized."

Work began on the construction of the Pilat-designed ramps, 
terrace and steps in the latter part of March, 1925. A letter 
from Pilat to contractor Carmine A. Pedicine authorized the 
latter to being work immediately and to substitute bluestone 
treads for fieldstone as specified in the plans. Existing
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concrete steps were to be removed. Work was to be completed by 
April 15th with the Reeves gardener or a Mr. Revel1 transplanting 
existing shrubs in the path of new work.

The Influence of Susan Graham Reeves

Just a few years before Mr. and Mrs. Reeves assumed ownership of 
The Clearing, ladies of twelve Main Line Philadelphia garden 
clubs formed The Garden Club of America. Three years later, in 
1916, the Summit Garden Club was established. In 1919, Mrs. 
Reeves joined that organization and remained an active member 
throughout her residency. The Summit group affiliated with the 
national organization in 1920, and Susie Reeves became a strong 
advocate for local participation in regional and national flower 
shows.

Although Mrs. Reeves consulted the experts in the creation of 
garden plans, her contribution to the development of the property 
and her use of the property for the local good is also 
noteworthy. According to her daughter, Susan Reeves Deland—who 
was married in the garden in 1940, when it came to choosing a 
landscape architect her mother insisted on dealing only with the 
best. However, like other "oldtimer" Summit Garden Club members 
she was an excellent gardener herself. "They didn't just call an 
architect and say, * put in my garden. 1 They knew what they were 
doing." Mrs. Reeves told Carl Pilat exactly "how she wanted it 
and he did it."

Mrs. Reeves replanted the dell, or glacial kettle, with daffodils 
and narcissus, claiming all of The Clearing beyond the gardens 
as "parkland" characterized by the sweeping lawns and majestic 
specimen trees of the Vaux plan. She personally planted the rose 
garden, experimenting with new varieties over the years. Many of 
the shrubs, such as rhododendron and azalea, can be attributed to 
her South Carolina background. Beginning in the late 1920s after 
the death of Mr. Reeves, a New York executive, she made many 
changes to the flower garden, eventually substituting peonies for 
the initial tulips and later moving them in favor of other 
perennials. In the 1930s, the expense of some of the original 
species was another factor contributing to changes. She
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abandoned the perennial garden in favor of lawn so that by 1940 
it was known as the azalea garden.

A dedicated horticulturalist, Mrs. Reeves focused much of her 
attention on the rose garden. The focal point of the arrangement 
was the extant nymph fountain. Mrs. Reeves grouped roses of 
similar colors in individual beds. The delicate single roses 
"Dainty Bess" and "Innocence" were among those planted by Mrs. 
Reeves. She kept a diary with careful notations of which roses 
did well. Her success with roses is documented by the large 
collection of ribbons she won at flower shows. Her ability 
continued until her death. Reports and minutes of the Summit 
Garden Club in 1957 describe her as "the president who grows 
divine roses" and note that she was "showered with honors" at 
flower shows. The annual report of 1961 notes, "Last fall at the 
New Jersey Rose Show (Morristown) Mrs. Early (remarried to Ernest 
R. Early in 1941) quite swept the board with awards for her 
roses."

The "daffodil dell" was also a noteworthy feature of Mrs. Reeves' 
gardens. The tradition of planting the glacial kettle with 
daffodils had been initiated by Isabel Wisner. However, it was 
Mrs. Reeves who made The Clearing famous for its daffodils. Each 
fall she planted four to five thousand bulbs on terraced beds 
between the lawn and the field, or the "clearing" below. 
Varieties were marked with large labels. As they multiplied, 
they were divided and many were planted in field. Every few 
years the bulbs in the field had to be divided. In the fall some 
were replanted while others were given away. When they bloomed 
in the spring, Mrs. Reeves, would place a sign at her entrance on 
Hobart Avenue inviting the public in to see the daffodils in 
bloom. A table with a guest book was placed next to the 
entrance.

Members of the local garden club were regularly invited to tea in 
the Reeves garden, and Girl Scouts used the woods for projects. 
The Reeves' chauffeur regularly delivered flowers to hospital 
patients so that shut-ins were not deprived of garden pleasures.
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Mrs. Reeves made no major changes to her gardens after the 1930s, 
and her completed work was the setting for the garden wedding of 
her daughter, Susan Reeves Deland, in 1940.

The Reeves-Reed Arboretum

In 1968, following the death of Susan Reeves Early, The Clearing 
was sold to Charles Reed, Jr., and his wife Ann Reeves Reed, a 
niece of Richard Reeves. Changes to the property during their 
residency included the addition of the herb garden and woodland 
trails, and the enclosure of the original veranda. In 1973, Mr. 
and Mrs. Reed decided to sell the property for development. Enid 
Belding, a Hobart Avenue resident, who had from childhood admired 
the gardens, initiated a drive to save the property. Her efforts 
were bolstered by the support of Rutgers University professor 
Raymond P. Korbobo, a specialist in landscape design, and Drew 
University professors Robert and Florence Zuck, who verified the 
uniqueness of the site. Miss Belding raised one-half the 
$392,000 purchase price and rallied the support of the City of 
Summit, which purchased the property. In May, 1974, a nine- 
member Arboretum Commission was established and the Reeves-Reed 
Arboretum, a self-supporting institution dedicated to 
horticulture, botany and ornithology became a reality.

Recognizing the importance of the site and the need to maintain 
the gardens, in October, 1992, the Reeves-Reed Arboretum engaged 
professionals in landscape restoration to prepare a restoration 
plan for the gardens.

Conclusion

Books on American country estates dating from 1890 to 1940 often 
describe their landscapes as including many of the following 
elements: a long drive lined with trees, perhaps ending in a 
formal court in front of the house; a terrace or veranda on the 
sheltered side from which to view the garden; a hedged or walled 
enclosure leading to a naturalistic lawn and trees that connect 
the house and its immediate surroundings to the view and the
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wilder or wooded landscape in the distance; a rock garden or a 
pond and, sometimes, separate gardens organized by species. By 
1910, in relation to the fondness for period revivals in domestic 
architecture, more formal garden arrangements were favored and 
symmetrical gardens with terraces, axes and cross axes were added 
to the elements listed above. These arrangements were 
embellished by an abundance of shrubbery and flowers in imitation 
of English country houses.

Practically all of the major garden elements of what is described 
above as characteristic of the "Golden Age of American Gardens" 
can be found in the gardens of The Clearing. The site provides 
an illustration of the development of landscape design from about 
1890 to about 1940, and in Union County represents a rare and 
unique example of the best in American landscape design. The 
house itself is a fine example of early Colonial Revival 
architecture. Although the preservation of gardens is more 
difficult than the preservation of buildings and, understandibly, 
some elements have been lost over the years, the grounds of the 
former estate are remarkably well preserved and still serve as an 
example of some of the signature elements of three renowned 
landscape architects. The Clearing also illustrates the way of 
life of the well-to-do suburban family in the early twentieth 
century and, through the example of Susan Graham Reeves, provides 
a record of a woman's influence on the shaping of the American 
residential landscape.
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The following information applies to all photographs:

Name of Property: 

County and State: 

Date of Photograph: 

Location of Negative

The Clearing

Union County, New Jersey

October, 1992

Reeves-Reed Arboretum, 165 Hobart Ave., 
Summit, New Jersey

Photograph No.

1. Entrance from Hobart Avenue, facing northeast

2. The Wisner House from the Daffodil Dell, facing north

3. Vista of original c. 1889 Vaux & Co. plan, facing east

4. Vista of original c. 1889 Vaux & C. plan taken from front 
terrace facing southeast

5. Stone steps of 1925 Pilat plan, taken facing west

6. Rock garden waterfall of 1925 Pilat plan facing southwest

7. Rose garden of 1925 Pilat plan, facing north

8. Rose garden (foreground) amd rock garden (background) facing 
west

9. Azalea garden, 1920s-1930s Reeves adaptation of 1924 Shipman
plan, with Pilat steps and landing in background, taken facing 
west

10. Vista of c. 1889 plan facing southeast
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is

 
ad
ap
ta
bl
e 

to
 
di
ff
er
en
t 

cl
im
at
es
 
an

d 
so

il
 
co

nd
it

io
ns

, 
ma

ki
ng

 
it
 
a 

po
pu
la
r 

sh
ad

e 
tr

ee
 
an

d 
or

na
me

nt
al

.

12
. 

Ha
lf

wa
y 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

lo
cu

st
 
an
d 

th
e 

st
ep

s 
is

 
a 

la
rg

e-
le

av
ed

 
ev
er
gr
ee
n 

tr
ee

, 
th
e 

Bu
ll

 
Ba
y,
 

Ma
gn
ol
ia
 g

ra
nd

if
lo

ra
> 

wh
ic

h 
wa

s 
pl

an
te

d 
by

 
Mr
s.
 
Re
ev
es
. 

Th
e 

sp
ec
ie
s 

na
me

, 
gr

an
di
fl

or
a,

 
is
 

ap
pr
op
ri
at
e,
 
fo

r 
th

e 
: 

cr
ea

my
 w

hi
te

 
fl

ow
er

s 
ca

n 
re
ac
h 

a 
di
am
et
er
 
of

 
6 

to
 
8 

in
ch
es
 
on
 m

at
ur

e 
tr
ee
s.
 

Th
is
 
tr

ee
 
is

 
no

t



ha
rd
y 

in
 
th

is
 
ar

ea
 
an

d 
is

 
pr
ot
ec
te
d 

at
 
th

e 
Ar

bo
re

tu
m 

w
i
t
h
 w
in

te
r 

wr
ap
pi
ng
s.
 

In
 
it
s 

na
ti

ve
 
so

ut
h 

th
e 

tr
ee

 
ca

n 
gr
ow
 
to

 
ma
je
st
ic
 
he
ig
ht
s 

of
 
60
 
to

 
80

 
fe
et
, 

pe
r

 
fu
mi
ng

 
th
e 

ai
r 

fo
r 

gr
ea
t:
 
di
st
an
ce
s.

13
. 

Tw
o 

or
na
me
nt
al
 
ch

er
ry

 
tr

ee
s 

fl
an
k 

th
e 

st
ep
s:
 

We
ep

in
g 

tb
se

bu
d 

Ch
er
ry
, 

Pr
un

us
 
su

bh
ir

te
ll

a 
pe
nd
ul
a*
 

an
d 

Ja
pa
ne
se
 
Do
ub
le
 
Pi
nk
 
Ch

er
ry

, 
Pr

un
us

 
ee
rr
ul
at
a.
 

Wh
er
e 

th
e 

P.
 
su

bh
ir
te
ll
a 

wa
s 

gr
af

te
d 

is
 
ve

ry
 
ob

vi
ou

s.

14
. 

Th
e 

Fe
rn

 W
al

k.
 

(F
er

ns
 
do
na
te
d 

by
 M

rs
. 

C.
 
M.

 
Va
n 

de
 
Wa

te
r.

) 
Th

e 
va

ri
ou

s 
sp

ec
ie

s 
of

 
fe
rn
s 

re
pr

e
 

se
nt
ed
 
ar

e 
id
en

ti
fi

ed
. 

Ma
ny

 
fe

rn
s 

ar
e 

sh
ad

e 
an
d 

mo
is
tu
re
 
lo

vi
ng

 
- 

th
ri

vi
ng

 
in

 
a 

ri
ch
, 

hu
mu
sy
 
si

tu
at

io
n,

 
Th
ey
 
re

pr
od

uc
e 

by
 
me

an
s 

of
 
sp

or
es

 
ra
th
er
 
th
an
 
se
ed
s.
 

On
 
th

e 
ba
ck
s 

of
 
so

me
 
fe

rn
 
fr

on
ds

 
ca
n 

be
 
se
en
 
da

rk
 

bu
mp
s 

ca
ll

ed
 
so
ri
 
wh
ic
h 

co
nt

ai
n 

th
e 

sp
or
es
. 

Th
e 

di
st

in
ct

iv
e 

ar
ra

ng
em

en
t 

of
 
so

ri
 
in

 
di
ff
er
en
t 

sp
ec

ie
s 

is
 
a 

me
an
s 

of
 
id

en
ti

fi
ca

ti
on

. 
Ed
gi
ng
 
th
e 

fe
rn
 w
al
k 

ar
e 

va
ri
ou
s 

Pr
im

ul
a.

Ac
ro
ss
 
fr
om
 
th

e 
Fe

rn
 W
al
k 

an
d 

al
on

g 
it

 
ar
e 

nu
me

ro
us

 
ex
am
pl
es
 
of
 
Mo

un
ta

in
 
La

ur
el
, 

Ka
lm

ia
 

la
ti
fo

li
aj

 
Ca
ro
li
na
 
He

ml
oc

k,
 
Te
ug
a 

ca
ro

li
ni

an
a,

 
an

d 
Rh
od
od
en
dr
on
. 

Th
e 

rh
od

od
en

dr
on

 
ar

e 
go
od
 
ga

ug
es

 
of
 
th
e 

co
ld
ne
ss
 
of

 
th

e 
we
at
he
r.
 

If
 
yo

u 
lo
ok
 o

ut
 

of
 
yo
ur
 
wi

nd
ow

 
an
d 

se
e 

th
e 

le
av
es
 
fu

rl
ed

 
as
 
ti

gh
t 

as
 
pe

nc
il

s,
 
th
en
 y
ou

 w
il
l 

kn
ow
 
th

at
 
it
 
is

 
qu

it
e 

co
ld
 

an
d 

dr
y.
 

Th
e 

pl
an

t 
us
es
 
th

is
 
me

th
od

 
to

 
re

du
ce

 w
at

er
 

lo
ss

 
fr

om
 
ch

il
l,
 
dr
yi
ng
 w
in
te
r 

wi
nd
s.

15
. 

At
 
th

e 
fo

ot
 
of
 
th

e 
st

ep
s,

 
we
 
se

e 
th

e 
po
pu
la
r

lo
we

ri
ng

 
Do

gw
oo

d,
 
Co

rn
uB

 f
lo
ri
da
, 

a 
No
rt
h 

Am
er
ic
an
 

na
ti
ve
. 

Al
th

ou
gh

 
ma
in
ly
 
us
ed
 
as

 
an
 
or

na
me

nt
al

, 
th

e 
w
o
o
d
 w
h
i
c
h
 
do

es
 
no

t 
sn
ag
 
th
re
ad
, 

is
 
us
ed
 
in
 
th
e 

ma
ki

ng
 
of

 
sh

ut
tl

es
, 

sp
oo

ls
, 

an
d 

bo
bb
in
s.
 

Th
e 

in
ne
r 

ba
rk
 w
as
 
us
ed
 
fo
r 

a 
me
di
ca
ti
on
 
fo
r 

do
g 

ma
ng

e.
 

Th
e 

ge
ne

ri
c 

na
me
, 

Co
rn

us
, 

me
an
s 

"h
or

n"
 
an

d 
al
lu
de
s 

to
 

th
e 

ha
rd
ne
ss
 
of
 
th
e 

wo
od

. 
Th
e 

la
rg
e 
wh

it
e 

"f
lo
we
rs
" 

ar
e 

in
 
fa

ct
 
br

ac
ts

 
wh

ic
h 

su
rr

ou
nd

 
th
e 

li
tt

le
 
ye
ll
ow
 

cl
us
te
r 

of
 
fl

ow
er

s.

16
. 

Ba
yb
er
ry
 
sh
ru
b,
 
My

ri
ad

 p
en
sy
lv
an
ic
a,
 
al
so
 
ca

ll
ed

 
ca
nd
le
be
rr
y,
 
wa

s 
us
ed
 b

y 
co

lo
ni

st
s 

as
 
a 

so
ur
ce
 
of

 w
ax
 

fo
r 

ca
nd
le
s.
 

Th
e 

bl
ui

sh
-w

hi
te

 w
ax
 w
as

 
me

lt
ed

 
of

f 
th
e 

tw
ig

s 
an
d 

be
rr
ie
s 

an
d 

mi
xe

d 
wi
th
 
ta

ll
ow

. 
Th

is
 
sh

ru
b 

is
 
ve

ry
 
ha

rd
y 

in
 
ex
po
se
d 

si
tu

at
io

ns
 
su
ch
 a

s 
ne

ar
 
th

e 
co
as
t 

an
d 

is
 
to
le
ra
nt
 
of

 
dr

y,
 
po

or
 
so

il
s.

17
. 

By
 
th
e 

fe
nc
e 

is
 
th

e 
So

ur
wo

od
, 

Ox
yd

en
dr

um
 

ar
bo

re
wn

, 
al
so
 
ca
ll
ed
 

th
e 
So

rr
el

 
tr
ee
. 

Th
e 

so
ur
 
ta

st
e 

of
 
th
e 

le
av

es
 

an
d 

tw
ig

s 
gi
ve
s 

it
 
bo

th
 

th
e 

co
mm

on
 
an
d 

ge
ne
ri
c 

na
me
s.
 

Th
e 

so
ur

 
tw

ig
s 

we
re
 
ch

ew
ed

 
by

 
ea
rl
y 

pi
on
ee
rs
 
to

 
as
su
ag
e 

th
ir
st
. 

Th
e 

ot
he
r 

co
mm
on
 
na

me
 
fo

r 
th

is
 

pl
an

t,
 
Li
ly

-o
f-

th
e-

 
Va
ll
ey
 
tr
ee

, 
re
fe
rs
 

to
 
th

e 
de

li
ca

te
 w
hi

te
 

fl
ow
er
. 

In
 
th
e 

fa
ll

 
th

e 
tr
ee
 
tu
rn
s 

lo
ve

ly
 

sh
ad

es
 
of

 
re

d.

18
. 

Vi
bu

rn
um

 
(s
pp
.)
, 

ra
nk

s 
as

 
mo

st
 
or
na
me
nt
al
 
an
d 

us
ef

ul
 
of

 
sh

ru
bs

 
fo

r 
ge
ne
ra
l 

pl
an

ti
ng

 p
ur
po
se
s 

be
 

ca
us
e 

of
 
it
s 

fr
ag
ra
nc
e.
 

It
s 

be
rr

ie
s 

ar
e 

us
ed

 
fo
r 

dy
e 

an
d 

th
e 

sh
af

ts
 w

er
e 

us
ed
 b

y 
th
e 

In
di

an
s 

fo
r 

ar
ro

ws
.

19
. 

"T
he
 L

il
ac
s,
 
Sy

ri
ng

a 
vu
lg
ar
ie
^ 

cl
us

te
re

d 
he
re
 

ar
e 

of
 
th

e 
ol
iv
e 

fa
mi
ly
. 

Po
ll
ut
io
n 

an
d 

po
or

 
ai

r 
ci
rc
ul
at
io
n 

ha
ve
 
ca

us
ed

 
th

e 
li
la
cs
 
of

 
th

is
 
ar
ea
 
to
 

su
ff
er
 
in

 
re

ce
nt

 y
ea

rs
.

20
. 

Th
e 

cl
us
te
re
d,
 
gr
ee
n-
st
em
me
d 

st
al
ks
 
ar

e 
Ke
rr
ia
 j

ap
on

ic
a.

 
Th

e 
go
ld
en
-y
el
lo
w,
 
do

ub
le

, 
ro

se
- 

li
ke
 
fl

ow
er

s 
gr

ow
 w
el

l 
in

 
a 

se
mi
-s
ha
de
d 

lo
ca
ti
on
.



21
. 

In
si

de
 
th

e 
fe

nc
e 

is
 
th
e 

Su
ga

r 
Ma

pl
e,

.
Ac

er
 

sa
cc
ha
ri
an
jm
or
e 

co
mm

on
ly

 
fo

un
d 

in
 
Ne
w 

En
gl

an
d.

 
A
 

ma
tu

re
 
tr
ee
 
wi
ll
 
pr
od
uc
e 

15
 
to

 
20
 
ga
ll
on
s 

of
 
ta

pa
bl

e 
sa

p 
an
d 

it
 
ta

ke
s 

ab
ou

t 
40
 
ga

ll
on

s 
to

 
ma

ke
 
on

e 
ga

ll
on

 
of

 
ma
pl
e 

sy
ru

p.

22
. 

Fu
rt

he
r 

al
on
g 

ou
t 

fr
om
 
th

e 
co

rn
er
 
qf

 
th

e 
fe
nc
e 

is
 
a 

Gi
an
t 

Se
qu
oi
a,
 
al
so
 
ca

ll
ed

 
Gi

an
t 

Re
dw

oo
d,

 
Se

qu
o-

ia
de

nd
ro

n 
g-

ig
an

te
um

. 
Th
is
 
co
ni
fe
r 

is
 
na

ti
ve

 
to
 

th
e 

Si
er
ra
 
Ne
va
da
s 

in
 
Ca

li
fo

rn
ia

 
an

d 
gr
ow
s 

to
 
ov
er
 

25
0 

fe
et
.

23
. 

Th
is
 
ev

er
gr

ee
n 

is
 
Ju
ni
pe
ru
s 

vi
rg
in
ia
na
j 

po
pu
 

la
rl
y 

ca
ll
ed
 
ce

da
r,

 
an

d 
is

 
th

e 
on

ly
 
co
ni
fe
r 

on
 
th

e 
gr
ou
nd
s 

th
at
 
is

 
na
ti
ve
 
to

 
th
is
 
ar

ea
. 

It
s 

sw
ee

t-
 

sc
en
te
d 

wo
od
 
is
 
us
ed
 
fo

r 
ch

es
ts

 
an
d 

th
e 

li
ni
ng
 
of

 
cl
os
et
s.
 

Th
e 

wo
od
's
 
re

si
st

an
ce

 
to
 
ro
t 

ma
ke
s 

it
 

us
ef

ul
 
fo
r 

po
st

s 
an

d 
sh

ak
es

. 
Oi
l 

is
 
ex
tr
ac
te
d,
 f
r
o
m
 

th
e 

wo
od
 
fo
r 

me
di

ci
na

l 
pu

rp
os

es
 
an
d 

fo
r 

th
e 

ma
nu
 

fa
ct
ur
e 

of
 
pe

rf
um

es
. 

Th
e 

be
rr
ie
s 

ar
e 

us
ed
 
In
 
th
e 

fl
av
or
in
g 

of
 
gi
n.
 

Th
e 

tr
ee
's
 
gr

ea
te

st
 
na
tu
ra
l 

v
a
l
u
e
 
is
 
as
 
fo
od
 
fo
r 

wi
ld
li
fe
.

24
. 

Ju
st

 
be

yo
nd

 
th

e 
ju
ni
pe
r 

to
 
yo
ur

 
ri
gh
t 

is
 
an
 

A
p
p
l
e
 
tr

ee
, 

Ma
in
s 

(s
pp
.)
. 

No
ti

ce
 
th

e 
ho
ri
zo
nt
al
 

ba
nd
s 

of
 
ho
le

s 
ar
ou
nd
 
th

e 
tr

un
k 

of
 
th

e 
tr

ee
. 

Th
es
e 

ar
e 

ca
us
ed
 
by
 
th
e 

Sa
ps

uc
ke

r 
in
 
se

ar
ch
 
of

 
in
se
ct
s.

25
. 

Ne
ed
in
g 

sp
ec

ia
l 

co
ld
 
w
e
a
t
h
e
r
 
ca

re
 
ar

e 
th
re
e 

Fi
g 

tr
ee

s,
 
Fi
cu
s 

ca
ri
ca
. 

Al
th
ou
gh
 
th

es
e 

tr
ee
s 

ar
e 

no
t 

ha
rd
y 

in
 

th
is
 
ar

ea
 
an
d 

ha
ve
 
to

 
be
 
wr

ap
pe

d 
In
 
th

e 
wi
nt
er
 

to
 
su
rv
iv
e,
 
th

ey
 
ha

ve
 

bo
rn
e 

fr
ui
t 

ea
ch
 
ye

ar
.

I
N
F
O
R
M
A
T
I
O
N
 
O
N
 
T
H
E
 
HE

RB
 
G
A
R
D
E
N
 
IS

 
L
I
S
T
E
D
 
S
E
P
A
R
A
T
E
L
Y
 

A
N
D
 
IS

 
A
V
A
I
L
A
B
L
E
 
IN
 
TH

E 
OF
FI
CE
.

26
. 

Up
 
th
e 

hi
ll
 
fr
om
 
th
e 

ro
se

 
ga
rd
en
, 

on
 
th

e 
ri
gh
t 

is
 
a 

ta
ll

 
sh

ru
b 

ne
ar
 
th
e 

st
on
e 

st
ep
s.
 

Th
is
 
is
 

Wi
nt

er
be

rr
y,

 
H
e
x
 v
er

ti
ai

-l
la

ta
. 

It
 
is
 
co

ve
re

d 
wi

th
 

br
ig
ht
 
re

d 
be

rr
ie

s 
in
 
th

e 
wi

nt
er

, 
an

d 
is

 
at

tr
ac

ti
ve

 
to

 
bi
rd
s.

27
. 

At
 
th
e 

ri
gh
t 

ed
ge

 
of

 
th
e 

ro
se
 
ga

rd
en

 
Is
 
Fr
an
k-
 

li
ni

a 
al
at
am

ah
a.

 
Th

is
 
tr
ee
 w
as
 
di
sc
ov
er
ed
 
al
on
g 

th
e 

Al
at
am
ah
a 

Ri
ve
r 

in
 
G
e
o
r
g
i
a
 
in

 
17

65
. 

Th
e 

di
sc

ov
er

er
 

na
me
d 

it
 
fo

r 
hi
s 

fr
ie
nd
, 

Be
nj
am
in
 
Fr
an
kl
in
. 

Th
is

 
tr

ee
, 

w
i
t
h
 
it
s 

cr
ea
my
 
w
h
i
t
e
 
bl

os
so

ms
, 

ha
s 

no
t 

be
en
 

se
en
 
in
 
th
e 
wi

ld
 
si
nc
e 

18
03

. 
Th
e 

se
ve

ri
ty

 
of
 
N
e
w
 

Je
rs
ey
 
wi

nt
er

s 
ha
s 

s
t
u
n
t
e
d
 
th
is
 
sp

ec
im

en
 
in
to
 
a 

sh
ru

b 
sh

ap
e.

28
. 

A
 
li
tt
le
 
fu
rt
he
r 

al
on
g 

is
 
th
e 

Fr
in

ge
 

tr
ee

, 
Ch
io
na
nt
hu
s 

vi
r-

 
gi

ni
ou

Bj
 
al

so
 
kn
ow
n 

as
 
Ol
d 

Ma
n'
s 

Be
ar
d 

be
ca
us
e 

of
 
it

s 
wh
it
e 

te
nd
ri
l-
li
ke
 
pe

ta
ls

 
w
h
i
c
h
 
ma
ke
 
up
 
th
e 

' 
fr

ag
ra

nt
 
fl

ow
er

. 
Th

is
 

tr
ee
 
is
 
a 

na
ti
ve
 
of
 

th
e 

so
ut
he
as
te
rn
 

Un
it
ed
 
St

at
es

 
bu
t 

it
 

is
 
qu
it
e 

ha
rd
y 

In
 
th
is
 

ar
ea

.

Th
e 

Ro
se

 
Ga
rd
en
s

A
 n
um

be
r 

of
 
th

e 
ro

se
s 

in
 
th
e 

ga
rd
en
 
ar
e 

ra
re

 
an

d 
no

 
lo
ng
er
 
av
ai
la
bl
e 

co
mm

er
ci

al
ly

. 
Th
e 

ro
se

s 
ar

e 
la
be
le
d 

w
i
t
h
 
ma

rk
er

s 
an
d 

ar
e 

ge
ne
ra
ll
y 

ar
ra

ng
ed

 
by

 
co
lo
r.
 

Th
ey
 
us

ua
ll
y 

be
gi
n 

fl
ow

er
in

g 
in

 
la
te
 
Ma

y 
or
 
ab

ou
t 

th
e 

fi
rs

t 
of

 
Ju

ne
.

Un
la
be
le
d 

Sp
ec

im
en

Bo
rd
er
in
g 

th
e 

wo
od
s,
 
be

hi
nd

 
th

e 
da
y 

li
ly

 
be
ds
 
is
 
a 

Tr
if
ol
ia
te
 
Or
an
ge
, 

a 
pr
ic
kl
y 

re
la
ti
ve
 
of
 
ou
r 

mo
re

 
fa
mi
li
ar
 
gr
oc
er
y 

or
an
ge
.



29
. 

Th
e 

Um
br

el
la

 
"P
in
e"
, 

Sc
ia
do
pi
ty
s 

ve
rt
ic
il
la
ta

t 
is

 
no

t 
a 

pi
ne

, 
bu
t 

th
e 

on
ly
 

sp
ec
ie
s 

in
 
it

s 
ge

nu
s.

 
It
 

is
 
im

po
rt

ed
 
fr

om
 
Ja
pa
n 

wh
er
e 

it
 
at
ta
in
s 

th
e 

he
ig

ht
 
of
 
12

0 
fe

et
. 

He
re

 
we
 
ad

mi
re

 
it

 
fo
r 

it
s 

wh
or
le
d 

fo
li

ag
e.

30
. 

Th
e 

ma
gn

if
ic

en
t,

 
la
rg
e 

tr
ee
 
in
 
th
e 

ce
nt
er
 
of

 
th

e 
la
wn
 
ju
st
 
be

yo
nd

 
th

e 
Ro
se
 
Ga

rd
en

 
is

 
a 

Re
d 

Ma
pl

e,
 

al
so

 
ca
ll
ed
 
Sw

am
p 

Ma
pl
e,
 
Ac
er
 r

ub
rw

n.
 

We
ll
-n
am
ed
, 

th
is
 
tr
ee
 
ha

s 
re

d 
tw
ig
s 

in
 w

in
te
r,
 
re

d 
fl

ow
er

s 
in
 
th

e 
sp
ri
ng
, 

an
d 

re
d 

le
av

es
 
in

 
th

e 
fa

ll
.

31
. 

Th
e 

az
al
ea
 
ga

rd
en

 
is
 
th

e 
ov
al

 
la

wn
 
ar
ea
 
su
r
 

ro
un
de
d 

by
 
pl
an
ti
ng
s 

of
 
Rh
od
od
en
dr
on
, 

Az
al

ea
, 

Vi
bu

rn
um

, 
Do

gw
oo

d,
 
an

d 
a 

Cu
t 

Le
af

 M
ap

le
. 

Th
e 

ga
rd

en
s 

.w
er
e 

na
me

d 
fo

r 
a 

fa
mi

ly
 
fr

ie
nd

 
of

 
th

e 
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"The Clearing"
Scale i 1/8" = 1*0" (Reeves Reed Arboretum)

Summit, Union County, NJ 
FIR3T FLOOR 
Ceiling Height* 10 *0"
1. Entry 5x8 _~ . .
2. Office 16x16 (private) \\\t^ 
J. Center Hall 12x26
4. Powder Room 4x4 & 4x8
5. Living Room 16x21 ~TT\r
6. Dining Room 16x21 x 
?. Conservatory 20x20
8. Butler's Pantry ?xl 6
9. Kitchen 14x15
10. Pantry 6x6
11. Mud Room 6x7
12. Stairs to* basement
13. Back Porch 5x10 & 4x6
14. Terrace 7x52
15. Green House 14x24 (private)

SECOND FLOOR 
Ceiling Height i 9' 7"
1. Hall 12x16
2. Bedroom 14x21
3. Bedroom 13x1 6
4. Bathroom 5x6
5. through 9« Apartment (private) 
10. Stairs to kitchen

BASEMENT
Ceiling Height S'O"
1 . Stairs from first floor
2. Area 13x14
3. Wine Cellar 3x8
4. Area 18x21 
5- Area 13x13
6. Area 12xl6
7. Room 19x19
8. Gardening Room 11x17
9. Exit to Gardens 5x6
10. Toilet
11. Furnace Room (private)

THIRD FLOOR 
Ceiling Height 8 f O M
1. Hall 5x7 & 3x3
2. Room 11x12
3. Room 10x14 )
4. Room 10x14 i Apartment
5. Bathroom 7x8 )
6. Hall 5x14
7. Bathroom 6x10
8. Room 10x12
9. Room 10x14
10. Room 10x14

NOTE i Room dimensions are approximate to the nearest foot
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"The Clearing"
(Reeves Reed Arboretum)
Summit, Union County, NJ
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