Form No. 10-300 (Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

EINAME S A

- ~

N [ AT ' L € & [ ,‘,.-j‘"

HISTORIC
St. Lawrence Wright Memorial Congregational Church

AND/OR COMMON
*St. Lawrence Church (preferred) :

LOCATION
STREET & NUMBER
76 Congress Street __NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Portland —— VICINITY OF 1st-
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE _ .-
Maine 23 Cumberiland 005
CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ' PRESENT USE
—_DISTRICT __PUBLIC X _occupiep __AGRICULTURE  _MUSEUM
X BUILDING(S) XPRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED —_COMMERCIAL __PARK
—_STRUCTURE _BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL  __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT  X_RELIGIOUS
__OBJECT _IN PROCESS —_YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT  __SCIENTIFIC
—_BEING CONSIDERED X_YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION

—NO ’ T L_MILITARY - £ 7 —_OTHER:

Paa S e [ e . [ S s

OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME

v

_St, Lawrence Wright Memorial Congregational Church, Inc.
STREET & NUMBER" ~ -~~~ T — 21—

76 Congress Street

CITY. TOWN - —STRTE
Portland — VICINITY OF Maine
i LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE.

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Cumberland County Registry of Deeds

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE
Portland Maine
ﬂ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

Portland Historic Resources Inventory

DATE

May, 1976 __FEDERAL __STATE __COUNTY X LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS Maine Historic Preservation Commission

CITY, TOWN STATE
Augusta Maine




4 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X _EXCELLENT - __DETERIORATED X_UNALTERED _XORIGINAL SITE
—GOOoD —RUINS __ALTERED —MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The St. Lawrence Congregational Church in Portland is a unique and dramatic
example of the Queen Anne style in an ecclesiastical context.

The building's first story and tower are of stone construction, while the
is of frame construction with slate siding. The gabled roofs are covered with
slate.

The exterior of the church is dominated by a circular tower at its west
corner. This tower is entirely built of stone, and is two stories tall with an
open belfry above. On the first story the notrbh-west and south-west sides of
thé tower: are encased by arched entrances below decorative peaks, the principal
doorway lying on the north-west side. This doorway consists of two pairs of
double doors with plate tracery in the arch above. The secondary doorway to the
south-west is comprised of a double door with similar, though smaller scale,
decoration above. The second story of the tower contains two tall arched windows.
The belfry contains arched apertures, each with a decorative peak above. The
tower roof is conical. Attached to the tower between the two entrances, and
rising to a height of two stories, is a small circular turret with a conical roof.
This turret contains two narrow arched windows at different levels and five
rectangular windows just below the roof.

The principal sections of the Horth-west and south-west walls of the church
are identical. These consist on the first story of three arched stained-glass
windows with plate tracery above. These are flanked by a pair of smaller arched
windows. As with the entrances, there is a decorative peak above the larger winde
dows, while between the groups of peaks is crenellation. The upper level of
both sides of the church is inset from the lower story, and lies in the gable
ends. Decoration here features a large circular rose window flanked by miniature
attached turrets. At the junction of roof and wall on each corner of the gable
ends are additional miniature turrets.

To the left side of the north-west facade is the main entrance to the church.
This is contained inmaprojecting gabled entry with an arched stained—-glass win-
dow on each of the two sides. The doorwsy is arched, and above it in the entry
gable end is a small rose window.

Beyond the main entrance, running to the north-east , is an attached parish
halll in stone. Here decorative detail is more restrained in the seven-bay-wide
two-story facade.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. Lawrence Church, a large and architecturally. unique.complex, stands near
the top of Munjoy Hill, a culturally mixed neighborhood which it serves without
regard to creed. Though nominally a Congregational church, it is now surrounded
by a population predominantly Catholie in religious affiliation. It is parti-
cularly noted f66r its Thirteen Class, founded in 1905, which now numbers a thousand
men of all faiths and races.l.

The parish dates from 1857 when "eight Christian men residing on Munjoy Hill
formed a corporation under the laws of the state for the purpose of building a
house of worship on St. Lawrence Street'. The following year St. Lawrence Chapel
was built. The present church, erected in 1897, was dedicated in 1922 as a memo-
rial to Rev. Abiel Holmes Wright who had served as pastor from 1871 to 1903.

The building was designed by Arthur B. Jennings of New York City, an archi-
tect of unusual imagination, noted for his design of the fanciful stone summer
residence in Camden, Maine, known as "Norumbega" (N.R. 7/12/74% Jennings is re-
membered for his massive stone buildings of eclectic design incorporating elements
of Richardsonian Romanesque and the Chateauesque style.“*

St. Lawrence Church, bath because of its architectural distinction and its
record of community service, stands as a focal point for this important urban
neighborhood.

1. The Thirteen Class, a non-sectarian men's discussion and social action group
includes large numbers of résdédents of the immediate local area. Known
throughout the city, this group has dddressed itself particularly to the
socio-economic problems peculiar to the Munjoy Hill community.

2, St. Lawrence Church is unique in Maine ecclesiastical architecture and reflects
the romantic and fanciful approach typical of Jennings.
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