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' The main rooms in the house are bullt on elther side of a central

The Rainey-Lawrence house is located on lot #16 of the Franklin town
plan of April 5, 1800. The house was built by Robert Rainey who had
acguired the lot in 1835. The main house and a separate kitchen
were the first structures to be built. A short time later another
room was built which connected the outdoor kitchen to the main house.
The construction techniques are identical in the first period con-
struction and the addition. The structure as it stands today is

51 feet across the front and 23 feet deep. The entire depth of the
ell is 57 feet.

The Rainey-Lawrence house is a one and a half story brick cottage
ornamented on the front by Greek Revival features. The Greek order

cannot be identified By any classical style; it is a 51mp1e ‘adapta-
tion of the Breek style as understood by Tennessee carpenters. The
two series of front windows are excellent' examples of this area's
interpretation of the Greek revival features. The windows have side
panels of framed glass separated from the mainsashes by fluted
pllasters The doorway is typical of the Greek révival doors in this
area; the window lights on each side and overhead give the appearance
of rectangular balance.

The main construction materials are hand made brick which have a
"liver" color. The exterior woods are poplar and juniper (red cedar).
The exterior woodwork was originally painted a light grayish blue.
Originally, the roof was wood shlngle, but at present is covered by
~tin. :

hall and staircase. The ceiling heights of the 1st floor are 12 ft;
the second floor 7 ft. The stairway has a landing at the middle
level. The interior architrave-is typical of the Greek revival style
with fluted door and window jambs and ball disc at the corners. The
doors are 3'2" wide, six panels over the handles and two below. The

" floors are poplar and ash. Every room has a fireplace, lined with
cut native limestone. ’ '

- The interior of the house has not been desecrated. The floors,  wood
trim, doors, and mantles are original to the first constructlon
- period.

The general condition of the house is good. The series of owners have
done little to abuse the original construction material.
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The Rainey- Lawrence house is important to the town of Franklin
because it is the earliest house of the town whose original design
has not been desécrated. It is marked by the Franklin Historic
Tour Commission as part-of the town's heritage tour.

Robert Rainey bought lot #16 of the Franklin town plan in 1835 and
built this house in 1839. Robert and his wife Martha lived here
for fifty years. They died within one hour of each other in 1889.
During the fifty years that they occupied the house, the urban
history of Franklin was made. Rajiney, made his contrlbutlon to that
history as a mechanic, a builder of wheat fans and other mechanlcal
contraptions. As he grew older, the life of a merchant suited him
_ better. The Raineys saw the town grow, had their part in develop-
“ing its$ character and built their home as a document of the town's

The Rainey-Lawrence house stood on the Franklin battlefield (a
Registered MWational Landmark) during the Civil War.
Tennessee, during the war experienced eleven official engagements
as recorded by the Surgeon-General of the United States Army, more
encounters than were experienced by any other town in Tennessee.
,The house was located just off the side of the main rail line that
ran north and south through Franklin.
Railroad was used by both forces during the conflict. Adjacent to
the railway on the south of the Harpeth River was the Rainey house;
north of the Harpeth was the Federal Fort Grarger.
that crossed the Harpeth at the Rainey House and Fort Granger was an
important feature during the battle of Franklin on November 30, 1864,
During the battle, Fort Granger was used to protect the retreat of
the Federal Army across the rail bridge as the main turnpike bridge v

The Nashville and Decatur

The present owner is

Franklin,

The rail bridge




Wllllamson County Register's 0ffice,

recorded February 28, 1835; and Deed Book P, pp. 189-190, recorded
December 19, 1839, Franklln, Tennessee.

Williamson County Chancery Court, County Court Clerk's Office,
Franklin, Book T, pp. UU3-4il, entry dated December 2, 1889,
Franklln, Tennessee.

Deed Book M, pp. 372-373,

level of significance of this nomination is:
Local X

Stephen S.” Lawrence

Executive Director
Title § . . . .

4-20-70

Date

L e

Date

Keeper of The atxonal Re ‘er

J 19.

Date

33§

SNOITL1LONYLSNI

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE prorErTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
- R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE .
”n
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees. Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds /lju
NW o ’ " o ’ ” 35 o 53 ’ 23 » 86 o 5]. ’ 55 ” MTM
NE ° ’ " o ’ " |
SE o ' ] o ’ »
SW o ’ » o ’ »
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: less than 10.
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: cope | counTy CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: ‘«‘. R - CODE
~ ‘ ] 5
STATE: cobe | counTvy/ ] o CODE
NAME AND TITLE:
May Dean Coop, Director of Programs .
ORGAN!ZATION N Joave
Tennessee Historical Commission o s 4-20-70
STREET AND NUMBER: T T
Tennessee State Library & Archives Building
CITY OR TOWN: STATE copE
Nashville Tennessee i
As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- fy th " luded
_ . . ty is i .
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion Natxonal Regmter
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set W
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended /4/1 /-
or y the Ja B ’ Chlef Office of Archeology and Historic Preser tion |-



Form 10-300a
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Tennessee

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |coonty
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Williamson

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBE

ol

[¥[70

8.

(Number all entries)

(Continuation Sheet) 5491 5704

Significance (cont.)

Robert Selph Henfy relates the following in Forrest:

As soon as Stewart's (Confederate) infantry column came up,
about two' in the afternoon, (November 30, 1864) the Federals
rear guard left its position at Winstead's Hill and fell
back across an open plain to a line of entrenchments about
Franklin, two miles beyond. .By that hour, Schofield
(Federal) already had passed most of his wagon trains across
the Harpeth, (river) usingithe railroad bridge planked over
and an jmprovised foot bridge...Schofield's real point of
anxiety was his bridges across the Harpeth.....

After the Civil War, Robert Rainey and his wife Martha operated a
general store on the southwest corner of his town lot. It was a
focal point of the town, being on the railroad and wagon route
around the town. It was a center of community activity.
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