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ThB Nightman-Ley House in Wayne, Nebraska Cpopulation 5,000) stands on 
a large tree-shaded lot, fronted by a brick street. The 2% story structure 
was. built in the Shingle Style of architecture. The first story is covered 
with narrow board siding and is surrounded on two facades by a large porch. 
This porch is supported by shingled piers which are united by railings of 
solid panels of narrow gauge siding. The porch roof rests on Ionic columns. 
The second level walk-out is surrounded by a shorter version of the lower 
level porch railing.

The second story of the house is faced with shingles. A segmented 
window on the southeast corner and Palladian windows on the two gable ends 
are typical Shingle Style features incorporated into the house. The windows 
on second floor and also, the attic dormer, display diamond motifs in the 
window panes and in the shingle design of the dormer. A low railing of 
shingled piers and turned posts extends out from this attic dormer. A 
turned post rail also crowns the top of the first story bay window (see 
photo #4).

A wide, board cornice with dentils caps the east Cfront) facade at the 
meeting o,f the second story and the roof line. The same cornice with a 
simple dentil band surrounds the other non-gabled walls of the house (see 
photo 14),

A second floor sleeping porch on the northwest corner Crear) with a 
^irst floor breakfast room below were added to the house in 1920. There is a 
screened-in porch on the south Csee photo #4). The three chimneys which 
penetrate the roof, carry the smoke from four interior fireplaces.

The interior of the house follows a generally open floor plan. The room 
layout is five rooms over five with a front and back stairway. The elaborate 
entry-living hall (see photos #7 & #8) lined with oak paneling, features a 
curved glass built-in cabinet, ornate fireplace and two built-in seats. 
Colored glass windows and a latticework cornice are also decorative features 
of this hall. Each of the first level rooms, excluding the kitchen, has a 
different pattern of inlaid flooring. The front and back parlors of the Wightman- 
Ley House (photos #9 & #10) are adorned with carved woodwork featuring chains 
of husks and other floral motifs. A wide doorway with sliding oak doors 
separates the front parlor from the living-hall and the back parlor from the 
dining room. The back parlor has a slightly irregular floor plan, because of 
the bay window. A latticework cornice accentuates this bay area. The dining 
room features a built-in sideboard and woodwork matching that of the parlors.

The interior and the exterior of the house is in excellent condition.

A one-stall garage situated behind the house constructed ca. 1920 and a 
small tool shed are also located on the property. The house and the out­ 
buildings are painted chocolate brown and beige.
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This Shingle Style house was built in 1900 by Dr. W. C. Wightman, a 
Wayne physician and doctor for the Union Pacific Railroad Company. Little 
biographical information is available concerning Wightman, however it is 
known that he was chosen a member of the Wayne County Board of Health in 
November of 1884 and served as County Physician in 1896, 1904 and 1905. 
Purportedly, the Wightmans entertained extensively and hence needed a large 
home to accomodate guests who were often served refreshments catered in by 
train by a Sioux City firm.

In 1912, Dr. Wightman moved to California and sold the house to Rollie 
W. Ley for $8,000 with the agreement that he could use a bedroom on his 
occasional trips back to Nebraska. Ley, who was born in Jordan, Minnesota on 
May 15, 1879, was educated at Wayne State Teachers College, the University of 
Nebraska and Lincoln Business College. He became associated with, the Wayne 
State National Bank in 1899 as a clerk and held several positions in the 
organization before becoming president and chairman of the Board in 1924. Ley 
held various community offices, among these were City Treasurer, president of 
the Federal Savings and Loan Association, treasurer of the Wayne County Fair 
and Agricultural Association and treasurer of the Greenwood Cemetery Association, 
He was also a member of the finance committee of the Democratic State Central 
Committee.

The Wightman-Ley House is a fine example of the Shingle Style mode of 
architecture. Though a vernacular version of the style, this house has many 
characteristic features, such as the shingled upper floors over the clapboarded 
first floor, Palladian windows in the gables, elaborate wood paneled entry hall 
with window seat, fireplace and winding staircase, the generally open floor 
plan and the exquisite parquette flooring on first floor. Modest examples of 
this style which utilized more obvious classical motifs were more popular in 
Nebraska than the fully developed mode. Now in the process of restoration by 
the Wayne County Historical Society, this house is one of the most outstanding 
buildings in the Wayne community.
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