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Town Worces ter

Name of Area (if any) Fay Street

Historic District

Present Us residential

General Date or Period ca. 1896
General Condition very good

Acr eage .25 Acres

Recorded by M chael Steinitz

Qoganization for NEC
Date Decenber 1988

The Fay Street Historic District includes tworesidential buildings and
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NATI ONAL REG STER (R TER A STATBEMENT (if applicable)

The Fay Street Historic District posesses integrity of location, design, setting
materials, workmanship, feeling, andassociation. 't i ssignificant as a
representative exanple of late 19th century three-decker construction i n the
Wal | Street area, a neighborhood that housed Irish, French-Canadian, and |ater,
Syrian empl oyees of nearby factories, as well as those who worked i n the

Franklin Street railyard andits warehouse district. The houses of the Fay
Street Historic District also represent an unusually well-preserved pair of
Queen Anne style three deckers typical of the Grafton Hill area, andanong t he

best surviving exanples from the late 19th century in the neighborhood. The
Fay Street Historic District thus meets criteria A and C of the National Registe
of Historic Places on the local level.

ARCH TECTURAL SSANFHICANCE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other areas within the comunity.

The twothree-deckers of the Fay Street Historic District areremarkably well-
preserved exanmples of the Queen Anne form of three-decker design popul ar
locally in the last decade of the 19th century. Both were built ca. 1896, and
ara quite similar in plan andform  Both have hip roofs andside-hall plans.
The asymmetrical main facades each have end-bay entries sheltered by single-
story, projecting porches, flanked by a three-story, projecting bay w ndow.

The porches ar esupported by turned posts, and have heavy, solid decorative
brackets and open balustrades. The houses areclad in wod clapboard, with
shingle bands between stories on the front andside bays. Both retain 2/2
sash windows with simple surrounds. Qn 4 Fay Street, the roof cornice overhang
shelters regularly-spaced, decorative brackets, with large corner brackets
with pendants on the side bayw ndow roof projection. GQn 6 Fay Streett he
cornice overhang shelters large, paired brackets i nthe corners.

HSTARCAL SN H CANCE  Explain historical inportance of area and howthe area relates to the
devel opment of other areas of the comunity.

The Fay Street area was built up i nthe last decade of the 19th century as
part of the northward extension of three-decker devel opment north of Grafton
Street tothe Wall Street area. Here, blue-collar residents found work

at the nearby Graton and Knight Conpany, makers of |eather drive belts, and

in the railyards, warehouses and neat packing plants concentrated along

the Franklin Street and Shrewsbury Street axes. The Wall Street area was
initially one of mxed Irish and French-Canadian imm grant families. By the
early 20th century it was also the focus of the city's Syrian and Lebanese
communities. The twothree-deckers of the Fay Street Historic District, 4 and
6 Fay Street , were probably built by James A MDermott, a general contractor,
who owned the twohouses, along with half a dozen other local properties,
through 1910. By 1920, both houses were owned by Andrew Skibauski, a foreman
at a pork packing plant, who lived at 4 Fay Street . A decade later, the two
houses were owned by Isa Kal'il and Joseph MaKoul, pedlars, who lived at

4 Fay Street . The earliest known residents (1896) of 4 Fay Street included
A D Bosworth, a cabinetmaker; GCeorge Doolittle, a brakeman; Charles Dodge,

an engineer; John Ryan, a tallyman; and James Quirk, a laborer. Occupants

in 1910included John Dolan, a policeman; Louis Farber, a |eatherworker;

and Jacob Danielson, a pressman. Tenants i n1920included Anthony Kislakus;

and W Iliam Russell, a foreman at Boston Pressed Metal. A decade later
tenants included Naif Rizkalla, who had a barber shop nearby at 130 Grafton
B BLI GERAPHY and/ or REHHEHRENES ( CONTI NUED)

Worcester Directory, Worcester House Directory, 1896, 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930.-
L.J. Richards, Atlas of the City of Worcester, 1896, 1911, 1922
J. Callahan et al ., Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. 8/ 85
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Historical Significance (cont)

Street. The earliest known residents of 6 Fay Street included HP. MCourl
a blacksmth; John Leonard, a tanner; Peter Reynolds, a currier; and Amos
Conery, an engineer. | n 1910, occupants included Joseph Ouelletteand
Thomas Traynor, both carpenters; and Frederick Brown, a brakeman. I n 1920,
tenants included John Fox, a driver for the Worcester Cold Storage Conpany;
Edward Powers, a |aborer for t hesewer department; and John Donahue, a car
inspector. Residents i n1930included Donahue; George Haddad, a pedlar;

and Wl liam Berry, a |eatherworker.

Staple to Inventory form at bott g



D STR CT' DATA SHET
FAY STREET H STAR C O STR CT
VIRESTHR  MSSAAHEETTS

MPRB QK LO MC/ HSTAR CNAME ATRESS DATE SIYLE  STATLS RESORE
4-13-13 1886  McDernott Three- Decker 4 Fay Street cl 896 Queen Anne |G B

/ gar age i NGB
4-13-23 1887  MDernott Three- Decker 6 Fay Street cl 896 Queen Anne I1GB

TOTAL: 2 Contributing Buildings
1 Noncontributing Building
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