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WALTHAM, MA MRA 
Town Waltham, MA 

Address 562 Lexington Street 

Historic Name John Sanderson House 

Use: Present Reaidpntiitl 

Original Resident ia l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 18 26 

Source i>a-nderson 1927 

Style Federal 

Architect unknovs-n 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clat>board/brick 

Outbuildings Garage -̂ •'̂  

Major Alterations (with dates) north vinr 

added (n .d . ) 

Condition &ood 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage 21,821 sq.ft. O-SQACT35-2-27  

^̂ ''̂ ''"9 l a re s ident ia l area on major  

•< .̂hr»Tnngh-ff»rp ~faces large open field 

OTM REFERENCE iq [3!5 B^'O/^/.^Cfi^D 

USGS QUADRANGLE Le^^irJr^rTntd 

SCALE I'ZS CDC 

Recorded by Nancy S. Seasholes 

Organization Valthag. Hi s tor i ca l Comr 

I^te August 1986 

2./S3 



> NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) •., ' : , 

The John Sanderson house i s one of the few surviving Federal farmhouses i n the c i t y ant 
the only one with a rear wall of brick. For almost a hundred years i t was the residence 
of members of the Sanderson family, a family prominent i n t h i s part of Waltham since ths 
seventeenth century. I t possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and strong associations with Waltham's a g r i c u l t u r a l history. I t 
meens c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the community. 

r 

^ Set on a main thoroughfare i n an area of predominantly twentieth century houses, this 
i s one of f i v e Federal farmhouses i n the Piety Corner/Lexington/Lincoln streets area, but 
the only one i n the c i t y with a brick rear wall. Aside from the rear wall, t h i s house has 
many features t y p i c a l of Federal farmhouses of i t s period: a five-by-two bay p r o f i l e , two 
rear chimneys, cornerboards, simple molded window surrounds, a front entrance witb 
sidelights down to c h a i r r a i l height, and a granite foundation. 

I t i s a two story clapboard clad structure enclosed by a gable roof of low pi t c h . The 
3ym.Tietrical f i v e bay facade i s centered on the entry with projecting hip roof porch. 
The four windows flanking the entry contain 6/1 sash. There are f i v e windows aligned at 
•-rt§ secund story; the outer and central window windows also contain 6/1 sash; the two 

» intervening windows have been f i l l e d . 
Ht^tORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how th« 
building relates to the development of the community. 

This house was reportedly b u i l t i n 1826 by John Sanderson, a brother of Nathan 
Sanderson of the house at 107 Lincoln street (see form). This house i s on land that waa 
part of the holdings of Jonathan Sanderson, Sr., one of the ea r l i e s t s e t t l e r s i n the Piety 
Corner area (see ̂+28 Lexington Street form). When Sanderson divided his property among 
his sons, th i s part may have gone to John who probably b u i l t a house a l i t t l e northeast of 
the present one sometime between 1701 and 1707 (Sanderson 1927:6; Worcester 1899:16). In 
any case, before 1719 t h i s land and house was acquired by another son, Samuel, and then 
passed to his son, Jonathan Jr., and eventually to the l a t t e r ' s son, John, who replaced 
the old house with t h i s one, 

John Sanderson died at sea i n 1831, and i n 1837 his youngest brother, Charles, bought 
the estate, then about 35 acres, from the widow. After Charles' death, i t was inherited 

. by his widow O r i l l a , and his sons, Charles and Lowell. Young Charles was also los t at sea 
i n 1855 so, after 1868 when Lowell came of age, the property was owned by Lowell and 
O r i l l a Sanderson. Lowell Sanderson was apparently something of a recluse and had no 
regular job; he died i n 1915 and l e f t the property to Albina S. B u t t e r f i e l d , the wife of ' 
Herbert F. B u t t e r f i e l d , a machinist; she was not a member of the Sanderson family. 
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1970 Atlas, City of Waltham 
Compiled by<the Waltham 
Engineering Division 
Scale: 1 inch = UO feet 

Waltham, Massachusetts MRA 
562 Lexington Street 
John Sanderson House 
51-A-33 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 
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Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000301 


