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Address 562 Lexington Street
Historic Nare John Sanderson House

Uss Present Reaidpntiitl

Original Residential
DECRIPTION

Date 1826
Source i>a-nderson 1927

Style Federal

Architect  uknosn

Exterior Wdl Fabric Clat>board/brick
Outbuildings Garage ™

Mgor Alterations (with dates) north vinr
added (n.d.)

Condition &ood

Moed 1o Date n/a
Acreage 21,821 sq.ft. O-SQACT35-2-27
~enttg la residential area on major

< hr»TnnghHf»p ~faces large goen field

Recorded by Nancy S. Seasholes
Organization Valthag. Historical Caomwr

"te August 1986
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NATI ONAL REG STER (R TERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable) Y s,

The John Sanderson house i sone of thefewsurviving Federal farmhouses i nthecity ant
the only one with a rear wall of brick. For alnmost a hundred years i t was t he residence
of nmenbers of the Sanderson family, a famly promnent i nthis part of Waltham since ths
seventeenth century. |t possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p, feeling and strong associations with Waltham s agricultural history. I t
neens criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCH TECTURAL SIGNFI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate i nterras of
other buildings within thecomunity.

Set on a main thoroughfare i nan area of predomnantly twentieth century houses, this
is one of five Federal farmhouses i nthePiety Corner/Lexington/Lincoln streets area, but
the only onei nthecity with a brick rear wall. Aside from therear wall, this house has
nmany features typical of Federal farnmhouses of itsperiod: a five-by-two bay profile, two
rear chimmeys, cornerboards, sinmple molded wi ndow surrounds, a front entrance with
sidelights down tochairrail height, and a granite foundation.

It i sa twostory clapboard clad structure enclosed by a gable roof of lowpitch. The

ymTietrical five bay facade i scentered on theentry with projecting hi proof porch.

The four windows flanking theentry contain 6/1 sash. There arefive w ndows aligned at
»1t§ secund story; theouter and central w ndow wi ndows also contain 6/1 sash; the two

intervening wi ndows have been filled.

HAMORCAL SIGNFICANCE Explain therole owners played i nlocal or state history and how th«
building relates t othedevel opment of t hecomunity.

This house was reportedly built i n1826 by John Sanderson, a brother of Nathan
Sanderson of t he house at 107 Lincoln street (seeform). This house i son land that waa
part of theholdings of Jonathan Sanderson, Sr., one of theearliest settlers i nthePiety
Corner area (see”™28 Lexington Street form. Wen Sanderson divided his property anong
his sons, this part nay have gone t o John who probably built a house alittle northeast of
the present one sonetime between 1701 and 1707 (Sanderson 1927:6; Worcester 1899:16). I n
any case, before 1719 this land and house was acquired by another son, Sanuel, and then
passed t ohis son, Jonathan Jr., and eventually tothelatter's son, John, who replaced

the old house with this one,

John Sanderson died at sea i n1831, and i n 1837 his youngest brother, Charles, bought
the estate, then about 35 acres, from thew dow After Charles' death, i twas inherited

. by his widow Orilla, and his sons, Charles and Lowell. Young Charles was also lost at sea

in 1855 so, after 1868 when Lowel|l cane of age, t heproperty was owned by Lowell and
Orilla Sanderson. Lowell Sanderson was apparently something of a recluse and had no
regular job; he died i n1915 and left theproperty toAlbina S Butterfield, thewife of
Herbert F Butterfield, a machinist; she was not a nenber of the Sanderson family.
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