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|7 DESCRIUtiMION

(Check One)
Excellent . Good n Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
Altered Unaltered n  Moved [X] Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The extant portion of theGranite Railway i nQuincy i slocated 120" north
of theterminationof Bunker Hill Lane. The area i salso littered with
boul ders, theremants of once productive quarries.

A dirt path, comrencing at t henorth end of Bunker Hill Lane, leadsto
the railway and t hedefunct Bunker Hill Quarry. ' The railway begins at
the base of thequarry and runs i na northeast direction for 250'. The

line, constructed i n1826, was laid on a road bed 1' - 4' deep to elimnate

danmage from frost. The bedwas filled with stone and therail structure
was constmcted i nthefollowing manner:

Stone sleepers were laid across thetrack eight feet
apart. Upon these, wooden rails, six inches thick and
<J:welve inches high, were placed. Uoon thetopof these
Mails, iron plates, three inches w de and one-fourth of
inch thick, were fastened with spikes; but at allthe
Qgirossings of public roads and driftways stone rails were
'sed intead of wood. Onh topof these were placed iron
M)lates four inches wide and half an inch thick, being
firmy bolted tothestone'""

Wen t hewooden rails began t o decay, they were replaced with stone
and later iron. There arenorails left today. The granite sleepers

were cut toa size 7 long, 8" - 14" across thetop, and 12" - 18"
deep. Each sleeper had ~around, hand-drilled and centered hole about
" i ndiameter and 12" from each end of t he sleeper. The holes were

used t ofastentherails tothesleepers.

Today, thegranite sleepers arethenost promnent part of the rail way.
Beginning at t hebase of thequarry, onthesouth side of thedirt pat?,
is located perhaps thefirst sleeper and t hebeginning of the rail way.
Crossing thepath a distance of 20" one does not find any sleepers at

the described eight foot intervals but rather fragments of granite. East
of thepath, i nadirect northeast line, arelocated a progression of
sleepers as detailed i ntheabove description. The road bed i s an
enbankment, 4' deep and 5 - 6 wide, with thesleepers laid across the
enbanknent walls. The drill holes arestill visible, although grass has
grown over sone of t hesleepers.

After a distance of 250', therailway ends i napile of rough stone which
was used toformthebase of therailway bed. An area 60" wide from each
enbanknent i sincluded inthis submssion topreserve thesetting of the
roade

Charles B. Stuart,C E. Lives and Works of Civil and Military Engineers of
America. New York: D Van Norstrand, 1871, pp. 123-24.

2

Additional excavation would be necessary t odetermne otherwi se. Recent

investigations indicate that this i sthefirst sleeper and t he
beginning of the" railways
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
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1 | Prehistoric Engineering . Religion/Phi- - Other (Specify)
Historic I | Industry losophy
I | Agriculture Invention Q Science
1 | Architecture [ I Landscape I | Sculpture
Art Architecture I 1 Socio |/Humon-
Commerce I I Literature itarian
I I Communications . Military . Theater
I 1 Conservation +  Music fx] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In a sense, theBattle of Bunker Hill i sresponsible for the first
comrercial railway i ntheUnited States. | n1823, t heBunker Hill
Menorial Association was formed and t hepatriotic zeal of it sorganizers
brought together engineers, architects and financiers t o commenorate t he
historic battle. Cnhce a suitable design for t hemonurment, an obeli sk,
was decided upon, itsarchitect and master builder, Solonon WIlard,
located a quarry of granitein Wst Qincy tosupply the construction
material. The next problemwas how t otransport thegraniteto the
nonurent site, a distance of twelve mles.

Gridley Bryant, athirty-six year old engineer, proposed a railway from
the quarry t ot heNeponset River, where barges could then transport the
granite tothe non\anent si“e. The idea was considered quixotic. Never-
thel ess, Thonas Hanasyd Perkins, themerchant prince of Boston, provided
the financial backing for Bryant's scheme and t he Massachusetts Ceneral
Court, amd thecries of "what do we know about railroads", approved
the petition forincorporation.

O October 7, 1826, a horse drawn railway car traversed thethree mle
distance t ot he Neponset River. At a time when canals were considered
the nost efficient node of transportation, therailway was met with
skepticism Daniel Webster, returning from the funeral of John Adans,
inspected Bryant's work and concluded that thefuture of such a node of
transportation was dubious. However, Webster had not recognized t he
remar kabl e engineering genius of Bryant. | ntheperiod of just seven
mont hs, from the receipt of theincorporatingcharter t otheopening of
the railway, Bryant had perfected machinery fundamental totheearly
devel opment of therailroad, such as t heeight wheeled car, theturn-
table, theportable derrick, theswitch, and the turnout.

The Quincy Granite Railway was not thefirst exanple of rail usei n the
United States. | twas, however, thefirst efficient use of railwaysi n
a comercial venture, and propelled thecountry into

transportation. The 250' section of therailway plac®

Register was inuseuntil theearly 1830's when opei

to another nearby quarry and this roadbed was abanc
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10. GeGFAPH CAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW
NE
SE

SV

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 3X,”"00 sq feet

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY

112. STATE LIAISON OFFtCER CERTIFICAIIDN

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according; to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Servxce. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

State .

National  (x] Local .

Name

SiSJfretary of the Commonwealth
[airman, Massachusetts
TitleTTi Hf.nr-i nal  CnTiTmi ggi on

March 13, 1973

Date

Charles B Lives and Wrks of Civil

and Military Engineers of America

I_1, TITUnE AND LONGI®'JDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THLI Ctt\:TS.R POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

42 14 23

Minutes Seconds

71 ° 01 58

Degrees

(116 sqg rods)

BOUNDARIES

.7 acre

73

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

| hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register,

Professional Services

Dite aCT 15 198

ATTEST:

Keeper of The Oktional Register
Dee T ' 73

GPO 931.894



PLEASE RETURN TH S FORMWEN THE FROAERTY | SRESLBMTTHD  DATE
NAME OF PROFERTY

The attached National Register Inventory-Nom nation/form i sbeing returned t oyour
office forclarification of theinformationindicated bel ow. AN erj? n

1. Nane.

2. Location. !

V~a. Classification. "[cAX" cXjUeX” LioLMmr ~s/- A<rg3g*Mifu b
4. QOnaner of Property.
5. Location of Legal Description.
6. Representation i nExisting Surveys.

1X17. Description. p(c-~5-fc rL#tL kfaiK/ Lc Co iI"H<adl

N 8. Statement of Signif laance. filere® cXjud” ANarM NN " PV

[foLO /Q/Y|WCLA -HV.< r"i'/road” /n Ugg? {

9. Bibliography.

_10. Geographical Data.
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates.

Acr eage.

_11. Form Prepar ed By.

12.  Certification.

Phot ogr aphi ¢ Cover age.

Map Cover age.

O her .

Clarification or correction of theabove items must be nade prior totheinitiati
of our professional review. Correctionof these technical errors does not
necessarily insure that thenomnation will then satisfy theNational Register
criteria i nfull.

Thank you for your attention totheabove itens checked.
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STATE

WORKIMG NUMBER NN ] NZIP.
TECH REVEW
Photos /
Maps L
CONTROL REVIEW 1
0/<
HISTORIAN

ARCHTECTURAL HISTORIAN

ARCHEOLOGQST HAER | spoke at length with a Mr .Edwaiki C. Johhson, 8X3 Diversy Pkway
Chicago, XL 606xU, (3X2)gr2-505X, who was referred to nme by the Nat'X. Foundation o:'
PuneraX Services as an expert on the history of funerary practices. He assured nme tl at the t««
technoXogy was avaiXabXe in X826 to have kept John Adamns embaXmed for three months.

We both questioned why this wouXd have been desireabXe since it wasn't corrjnon prace ice

to conduct pubXic funeraXs and viewings of disceased dignitaries ilhtil

REVEW UNIT- CHIEF the time of the CiviX ¥ar. The onXy other possibXe reason he couXc
think of was that thpee months were required to compXete Adams8 tgmb or
there may be a mistake in the dates as cited on the form. ACCEPT
The raiXroad is a significant site. The Quincy”*j*nite RR IncXinej HB\D
another oarXy “aiXr”~d j;*a;*way in thA-~yen.ityrna™f nn .the NR

BRAIXCH CHIEF

KEEHPER

National Register write-up Send- back
Federal Register entyy Re- subm t
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6" Srecraalfy/

NaiSficliKsetts Niiteyical ‘“omniisiion

40 Beacon Street March 29, 1973

National Register of Historic Places
Departnment of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, NW

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Attention: M. Jerry Rogers CERTI FI ED MAI L
Dear Jerry:
Encl osed are National Register nom nations for:

Norfol k County, Quincy, Quincy Granite Railway
Norfol k County, Quincy, Quincy Granite Railway Incline

These have been declared eligible for s\ibnmission by the Massachusetts
Historical Conmission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by
Secretary of the Commonweal th John F. X Davoren, Chairman of the Massa-
chusetts Historical Commission and designated the State Liaison Officer.

You will note that both of these nom nations cover portions of the
original Granite Railway structure. Though both portions of the Railway
m ght have been included i none subm ssion, we have felt it advisable

not todo so because of problens arising fromtheir different ownership
and fromthe local political situation.

Cordially,

/
Robert B. Rettig
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

RBR pm
Ends.



thaiiac/utsetti clfistcyical Monimuiion

f Z]ou flti<eot 3*citon.  Uictis. 02/08
7
40 Beacon Street (617) 727-8470

July 6, 1973

National Register of Historic Places
Departnment of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N W
Washington, DO C 20240

Attention: Jerry Rogers CERTI FI ED NAI L

Dear Jerry:

V¢ a“e resubmitting theNational Register nomnation for the
Quincy Granite Railway. Enclosed please find thecorrected form
in conpliance with your suggestions. You will note thatthe
railroad's term of use has been appended t ot he Statement of
Significance.

Sincerely,

El i zabeth R Amadon
State Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion



ENTRI ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REG STER
STATE MASFACHIETTS
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Neme

[Jttincy <Brss»lte I ttlwty

Also Notified
Hon. Edward M. Kennedy

Boa. Eilwur4 BOIIUMI

Director, Northeast Region
R MMat 10/25/73
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State !!l}»toirl.c ?!r«»ermtiiwi Offleer
R«*n. Johu f. X, Davare*
Sceretai*7 »f trte C*wionwedth
Ctutlrwie, Mj»98««d««sette Historical
Ocd»ST»i.ami«
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