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|7 DESCRti^flON 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t • Good ^ Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

• A l t e r e d Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved [X] O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The extant portion of the Granite Railway i n Quincy i s located 120' north 
of the termination of Bunker H i l l Lane. The area i s also l i t t e r e d with 
boulders, the remnants of once productive quarries. 

A d i r t path, commencing at the north end of Bunker H i l l Lane, leads to 
the railway and the defunct Bunker H i l l Quarry. ' The railway begins at 
the base of the quarry and runs i n a northeast d i r e c t i o n f o r 250'. The 
l i n e , constructed i n 1826, was l a i d on a road bed 1' - 4' deep to eliminate 
damage from f r o s t . The bed was f i l l e d with stone and the r a i l structure 
was constmcted i n the following manner: 

Stone sleepers were l a i d across the track eight feet 
apart. Upon these, wooden r a i l s , six inches thick and 
<J:welve inches high, were placed. Upon the top of these ' 
^ails, iron plates, three inches wide and one-fourth of 

inch t h i c k , were fastened with spikes; but at a l l the 
Ogirossings of public roads and driftways stone r a i l s were 
'sed intead of wood. On top of these were placed iron 

^/|)lates four inches wide and half an inch t h i c k , being 
f i r m l y bolted to the stone.''" 

When the wooden r a i l s began to decay, they were replaced with stone 
and l a t e r i r o n . There are no r a i l s l e f t today. The granite sleepers 
were cut to a size 7' long, 8" - 14" across the top, and 12" - 18" 
deep. Each sleeper had ~a round, hand-drilled and centered hole about 
1^" i n diameter and 12" from each end of the sleeper. The holes were 
used to fasten the r a i l s to the sleepers. 

Today, the granite sleepers are the most prominent part of the railway. 
Beginning at the base of the quarry, on the south side of the d i r t pat^, 
i s located perhaps the f i r s t sleeper and the beginning of the railway. 
Crossing the path a distance of 20' one does not f i n d any sleepers at 
the described eight foot intervals but rather fragments of granite. East 
of the path, i n a di r e c t northeast l i n e , are located a progression of 
sleepers as detailed i n the above description. The road bed i s an 
embankment, 4' deep and 5' - 6' wide, with the sleepers l a i d across the 
embankment walls. The d r i l l holes are s t i l l v i s i b l e , although grass has 
grown over some of the sleepers. 

After a distance of 250', the railway ends i n a p i l e of rough stone which 
was used to form the base of the railway bed. An area 60' wide from each 
embankment i s included i n t h i s submission to preserve the setting of the 
road • 
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Charles B. Stuart,C.E. Lives and Works of C i v i l and M i l i t a r y Engineers of 
America. New York: D. Van Norstrand, 1871, pp. 123-24. 

2 
Additional excavation would be necessary to determine otherwise. Recent 

investigations indicate that t h i s i s the f i r s t sleeper and the 
beginning o f the" railways 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

I n a sense, the Battle of Bunker H i l l i s responsible f o r the f i r s t 
commercial railway i n the United States. In 1823, the Bunker H i l l 
Memorial Association was formed and the p a t r i o t i c zeal of i t s organizers 
brought together engineers, architects and financiers to commemorate the 
h i s t o r i c b a t t l e . Once a suitable design f o r the monument, an obelisk, 
was decided upon, i t s architect and master builder, Solomon Willard, 
located a quarry of granite i n West Quincy to supply the construction 
material. The next problem was how to transport the granite to the 
monument s i t e , a distance of twelve miles. 

Gridley Bryant, a t h i r t y - s i x year old engineer, proposed a railway from 
the quarry to the Neponset River, where barges could then transport the 
granite to the mon\ament s i^e. The idea was considered quixotic. Never­
theless, Thomas Hanasyd Perkins, the merchant prince of Boston, provided 
the f i n a n c i a l backing f o r Bryant's scheme and the Massachusetts General 
Court, amid the cries of "what do we know about railroads", approved 
the p e t i t i o n f o r incorporation. 

On October 7, 1826, a horse drawn railway car traversed the three mile 
distance to the Neponset River. At a time when canals were considered 
the most e f f i c i e n t mode of transportation, the railway was met with 
skepticism. Daniel Webster, returning from the funeral of John Adams, 
inspected Bryant's work and concluded that the future of such a mode of 
transportation was dubious. However, Webster had not recognized the 
remarkable engineering genius of Bryant. In the period of j u s t seven 
months, from the receipt of the incorporating charter to the opening of 
the railway, Bryant had perfected machinery fundamental to the early 
development of the r a i l r o a d , such as the eight wheeled car, the t u r n ­
table, the portable derrick, the switch, and the turnout. 

The Quincy Granite Railway was not the f i r s t example of r a i l use i n the 
United States. I t was, however, the f i r s t e f f i c i e n t use of railways i n 
a commercial venture, and propelled the country into 
transportation. The 250' section of the railway plac^ 
Register was i n use u n t i l the early 1830's when opei 
to another nearby quarry and t h i s roadbed was abanc 
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112. STATE LIAISON OFFtCER C E R T I F l C A l l D N 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according; to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Servxce. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National (x] State • Local • 

Name 

SiSJfretary o f the Commonwealth 
[a i rman, Massachusetts 

TitleTTi Hf .n r - i n a l CnTiTmi g g i o n 

Date 
March 13, 1973 

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register, 
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Professional Services 
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ATTEST: 
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NAME OF PROPERTY 

ister Inventory-Nomlnation/f 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE PROPERTY IS RESUBMITTED. DATE* 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination/form is being returned to your  
office for c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the information indicated below. A^fe^j? ^ 

1. Name. 

2. Location. ' : 

V ^ a . Classification. ^ [cAX^ cXjUeX^ LIOLMM^ ^S/- ^<rg3g*^ if U. 5 ̂  

4. Owner of Property. 

5. Location of Legal Description. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys. 

1X1 7. Description. p (c-^5-fc rL±jtL k faiK/Lc Co i^JL'Jl 0<A. 

^ 8. Statement of Signif laance. file^e^ cXjuJ^ ^/a^^f^l^r ' Pf^lvJi . 

/foLO / Q / Y | WCLA -HV.< r ^ i ' / r o a d ^ /n U g g ? { 

9. Bibliography. 

_10. Geographical Data. 
a . Longitude and Latitude Coordinates. 

Acreage. 

_11. Form Prepared By. 

12. Certification. 

Photographic Coverage. 

Map Coverage. 

Other. 

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the i n i t i a t i c 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination w i l l then satisfy the National Register 
c r i t e r i a i n f u l l . 

Thank you for your attention to the above items checked. 

SIGNED ( ^m4i^O^ 
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40 Beacon Street March 29, 1973 

National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Attention: Mr. Jerry Rogers CERTIFIED MAIL 

Dear Jerry: 

Enclosed are National Register nominations f o r : 

Norfolk County, Quincy, Quincy Granite Railway  
Norfolk County, Quincy, Quincy Granite Railway Incline 

These have been declared e l i g i b l e for s\ibmission by the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by 
Secretary of the Commonwealth John F. X. Davoren, Chairman of the Massa­
chusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission and designated the State Liaison Officer. 

You w i l l note that both of these nominations cover portions of the 
o r i g i n a l Granite Railway structure. Though both portions of the Railway 
might have been included i n one submission, we have f e l t i t advisable 
not to do so because of problems ar i s i n g from t h e i r d i f f e r e n t ownership 
and from the lo c a l p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n . 

Cordially, 

/ 
Robert B. Rettig 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

RBR:pm 
Ends. 
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40 Beacon Street (617) 727-8470 

July 6, 1973 

National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Attention: 

Dear Jerry: 

Jerry Rogers CERTIFIED MAIL 

We a^e resubmitting the National Register nomination for the 
Quincy Granite Railway. Enclosed please f i n d the corrected form 
i n compliance with your suggestions. You w i l l note that the 
railroad's term of use has been appended to the Statement of 
Significance. 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth R. Amadon 
State Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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