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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bank House, a detached residence, is situated on the southeast corner of North

Walnut Street and North East Second Street, only one block above Milford's business
district.

The Greek Revival building is built of brick. The main block is three stories set
on a raised basement, 42 feet by 34 feet. An attached two-story L-shaped wing,
40 feet by 18 feet, runs along North Second Street.

The facade of the five-bay house is faced with white marble at the basement level

and above this with pressed brick laid in running bond. The detailing of the windows
is quite plain. The sills are of cut marble, the lintels of wood. The cornice of
the flat roof has a heavy overhang, carved brackets and an unornamented bed mould.
The outstanding architectural feature of the facade is the entrance portico. A
fully developed entablature of the Doric order is supported by classic Corinthian
fluted columns whose capitals are ornamented with the Greek acanthus leaf. The

hood mould of the moulded door architrave is supported by heavily carved brackets.

On the first floor of the main section of the house there are three rocms and a
center hallway. The drawing room, to the left of the hallway, runs almost the length
of the building, and is approximately 15 x 34 feet. 1In this room, the ceiling is
done is gesso work and the two fireplaces have white marble fronts. On the other
side of the hallway are two rooms, the front one having been planned for the count-
ing room. The stairway in the entrance hall mounts uninterruptedly to the third
floor. On the first floor of the wing are the dining room and kitchen.

Throughout the first floor, the windows are embrasured with heavily moulded archi-
traves and, in style, correspond with the doors which have six equal panels. Door
and window architraves are massive, being 10" wide and mitred. All of the mouldings
are of the Greek Revival mode.

On the second floor there are four bedrooms of equal size in the main section, and
two rooms with hall and bath in the wing. On the third floor there are four rooms
of the same dimensions as those on the floor below.

In the house there is a total of ten fireplaces, five on the first floor and five
on the second floor. Some of these have been closed off for the installation of
a modern heating system. . ’

An interesting feature which is virtually intact is the bell pull system so common
to houses of this period. All of the bells are still present, hung high on the
kitchen wall.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bank House is important as an example of a departed commercial custom, as well
as being an architecturally outstanding building of the Greek Revival style in
Milford. Planned and begun as a banking house for the short-lived Bank of Milford,
its design carries out the practical purpose of serving as both a banking house and
as a dwelling. At the time of its building, it was customary for the cashier of a
bank and his family to live in the bank building, thus giving protection to the
deposits housed there. Evidence of the plan for a bank shows in two places;
namely, vestiges of a brick vault in the basement, and the original plan for a door
on the south side front, now a window.

When the bank was closed on March 2, 1855 by an act of the General Assembly, the
building was incomplete. Later that year, the unfinished building was sold at a
sheriff's sale to the Farmers' Bank of the State of Delaware which, a year later,
sold it to a local physician, Dr. James R. Mitchell, who completed the building
for use as his residence and medical office.

Alonzo Reynolds, the architect, was from Port Deposit, Maryland. Among his other
work is the old county office building in- Dover, now a state office. The Bank
House exemplifies the fine detailing for which he became known. As this house
has been kept so much intact, it is surely one of the best known examples of
Reynold's work.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nominated area fronts 60 feet on its western boundary, North Walnut Street.
The frontage extends back approximately 75 feet to meet the eastern boundary
of the rear garden.
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The following changes should be made to the text:

Description

Paragraph 2, Line 1, Replace sentence 1 with:

The building, which reflects both Greek Revival and Italianate detailing,
is constructed of brick.

Paragraph 3, Line 4, insert the following sentence after '"mould."

This feature and the general massing of the structure indicate the Italianate
influences in the style of the house.

Paragraph 4, Line 7, insert the following sentence after “"floor."

The first floor stair newel is quite massive; Italianate influences in the
detailing is reflected here and in the stair balusters.

Significance‘

Paragraph 1, Line 2, delete the following: "of the Greek Revival style."
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